
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



GENERAL HISTORY 

V O F 

S C O T L A N D, 

t 

10 t(0 FROM 

THE EARLIEST ACCOUNTS 

TO. 

THE PRESENT TIME. 
By WILLIAM GUTHRIE, Efq. 

•V 

VOLUME THE FOURTH* 



LONDON, 

Printed forth? AUTHOR, by A. Hamilton; 

And ibid by Robinson and Robert s, in Paternofter-Row* 

MDCCLXVII. 



GENERAL HISTORY 



O F 



SCOTLAND. 



••MN|Nii»»MHMMM 

JAMES THE SECOND. 

THE diflferences between the partizans of A.D.i45tf 
the feudal and civil power (that is, be- 
tween the royalifts and DouglalTes party) 
ftill continued in Scotland. The chancellor, 
Crichton, was now old, but unimpaired in all 
hia faculties. He declared himfelf, without any 
referve, an enemy to Douglas, as long as he 
continued to ad againft law ; and he ihewed 
himfelf, on all occa&ons, ready to oppofe that 
overgrown nobleman in the field as well as the 
coimcil. As Grichton's eftate and following 
was not comparable to that of Douglas, he muft 
have depended on the king's fuppprt, which 
proved fo powerful, as for fome time to over- 
awe Douglas. In 145^1, certain arabaffadors 
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4 THEHISTORY 

praalcet^or ^^^^ Scotland refided in England, probably to 
the carl of conciliatc fomc ' differences between that court 

Doaglat* - 

and France; and m January this year, the earl 
of Douglas with his friends, obtained a paffpott 
from James to undertake a pilgrimage to Can- 
terbury ; but it is remarkable, that in the fame 
paffport the bilhops o£ Glafgow, Murray, and 
Dumblain, are included. This renders it pro- 
bable, tl^at James had a fufpicion of the earFs 
pretended pilgrimage ; and as it was capital for a 
. Scotfman, at that time, to pafs the borders with- 
olit permiffion, James had infcrted Crichton's 
name in the fafe-conduft, that he might be a fpy 
upon the conduft of Douglas and his friends : 
and in faft the event proved that to have been 
his intention j for, upon the earl's return to 
Scotland, James fummoned him to attend his 
court. He knew that this fummons had been 
obtained by Crichton's fuggeftion ; and not 
only refufed to obey, but, if we are to believe , 
the hiftorians of the time, Douglas formed an 
infamous defign to affaffinate Crichton. He 
was impelled to this by one of thofe fycophants, 
who always attend a great man, difcovering to 
him what had paffed at the council-board, 
where Crichton did not fcruple to blame the 
lenity that James had fhewn to Douglas^ and 
to foretel the melancholy effecls whiA the am- 
bition of the latter might produce, if not time- 
ly checked by a vigorous exertion of the laws 
and government. The earl, underftanding that 

Crichtqn, 
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Grkhton, by a certain day, intended to repair A.D.1455U 
to Edinburgh with a flender equipage, ordered 
fome of his attendants, whom Lindfay very 
properly calls butchers, to way-lay and difpatch 
him. The brave old man was attended by his 
fon, who firft difcovered the danger ; and by 
kilHng one of the villains, and wounding ano- 
ther, who was moft forward to attack him, he 
delivered himfelf, and efcaped to his caftle of 
Crichton; 

. Other aftions, of which the earl of Douglas hIs tTo- 
was at this time accufed, have marked his me- Itll^SL!!^ 
mory with indelible infamy. One John Herries, 
a noble and a loyal baron, had been frequently 
oppreffed by Douglas ^nd his tenants of Dou- 
glafdale. Herries had often complained to that 
earl for redrefs; but meeting with none, he 
had attempted to make reprifals on the Dou- 
glas eftate in Annandale. He was fo unfortu- 
nate as to be defeated, taken prifoner^ and put 
into irons. The king hearing of the affair, or- 
dered that it fhould be referred to the courfe 
of law ; but Douglas, in the mean time, hanged 
his unhappy prifoner as a common thief. So 
flagrant a breach of public juftice exafperated 
the king to the higheft degree; but, by this 
time, Douglas had renewed his confederacy 
with tMb earls of Crawford, Murray, and Rofs^ 
the avowed patrons of the feudal government, 
and appeared, on all public occafions, with a 
train of followers that bade defiance to the 

royal 
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A»D. 145^. royal power. This i^fdence was detefted by 
the wifer part of the nation ; and one MacleUan, 
who is called the Tutor of Bomby, and waa 
n^hew to Sir Patric Gray, capCaio of the 
kmg's guard, refufed to give any attendance 
upon the earl, or to concur in his meafurea; 
but remained at home as a quiet fubjeA^ T^s 
ino&nfive behaviour was by the earl confix 
dcred as treafon againft lumlelf ; and viokntly 
feizing upon Maclellan's houfe and perfi>% he 
fent him cloife prifoner to the caftle of Douglas. 
As Maclellan was a gentleman of great worth 
and reputation, his uncle. Gray, applied ear^i^ 
neftly to J»nes in his favour; and fucb was 
that prince's regard for Maclellan, that be wrote 
and figned a letter for his rdeafe, addreflbd to 
the carl of Douglas. Upon Gray*s delivering 
this letter to Douglas at his caftle, the latter 
feemcd to receive it with the higheft rei^>ca„ 
and to treat Gray with the greateft hofpitality, 
by inviting him to dinner ; but, in the mean 
time, he gave privat^e orders that Maclellan's 
head ihould be ftruck off, and his body ex* 
pofed upon the green before the caftle, covered 
with a linnen cloth. After dinner, the earl 
told Gray, that he was ready to obey the king's 
commands; and condu^ng him to the green, 
he fhewed. him the lifclefs trunk, which he 
faid Gray might difpofe of as he pleafed. Upon 
this. Gray mounted his hor£e, and trufted to 
his fwiftnefs for his own iafety; for he was 

pur- 
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|Kirfhed by the icaii's attendants to the gates of a.d« 1452. 
£diorbiitxgh. 

The conftdtniCY agaiuft James's government He renews 
was BOW no kmger a fecret. Ti^e lords Bahre- iie^. ^ 
wtf and Hamilton, with iach a number of other 
barons and gentlemen, had acceded to it, that 
-it was thought to be more powerful than all 
the force the kix^ could bring into the field* 
£vea Crichton advifed James to di£emble. The 
confbdeitttcis eziitered into a folemn bond, and 
oath, never to defertone another during life; 
and, to make ufe of Drammond's words, << That 
injuries done to a»jr one of them, fhould be 
done to them all, and be a common quarrel; 
neither Ihould they defifi, to their beft abilities, 
to revenge them : that they ihould concur indif- 
f^rendy *againft whatfoever perfons within or 
without the realm, and fpend their lives, lands, 
goods, Und fortunes, in drfence of their dje« 
bates and differences wfa^oever/' All who 
did not >eQter into this aflbciation were treated 
as enemies to the public ; their lands were de- 
flaroyed, their effefts plundered, and they them* 
felves imprifoned or murdered. Drummond 
(ays, that Douglas was then able to bring forty 
thou&nd men into the field; and that his in* 
tention was to have jdaced the crown of Scot« 
land upon his own head. How far he might 
have been influenced by a fcene of the fame 
nature that was then paffing between the houfes 
of York and Lancafter ip England, I ihall not 

pretend 
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A. D. 1452. pretend to determine ; 'though I cannot be of 
opinion, that his intention was to wear the 
crown himfdf, but^to render it defpicable upon 
his fovereigit's head. It is evident, from his be- 
haviour, that he did not affed royalty; for 
when James invited him to a conference in the 
caftle of Stirling, he oiBfered to comply, pro- 
vided he had a fafe-conduft. This condition 
plainly implied, that he 'had no reliance upon 
the late aft 6f parliament, which dedared the 
proclamation of the king's peace to be a fuffi*- 
cient fecurity for life and fortune to all his 
fubjefts ; and there is no denying that the fafe- 
conduct was expedited in the form and man- 
ner required. 

This being obtained, the earl b^gan his march 
towards Stirling with his tifual great follow- 
ing ; and arrived there on Shrove-Tuefday; 
He was received by the king as if he had been 
the beft of his friends^ as well as th6 greateft 
of his fubjecls, and admitted to fup with his 
majefty in the caftle, while his attendants were 
difperfed in the town, little fufpe<9ing the ca- 
taftrophe that followed. The entertainment 
being over, the king told the earl, with an air 
of franknefs, " That as he was now of age, he 
was refolved to be the father of all his people, 
and to take the government in^to his own hands j 
that his lordfliip, therefore, had no reafon to 
be under any apprehenfions from his old ene- 
mies, Callendar and Crichton; that there was 

nq 
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no occalion to form any confederacies, as the a. d. 145*. 
law was ready to proteft him; and that he 
was welcome to the principal diredion of af- 
fairs under the crown, and to the firft place in 
the royal confidence ; nay, that all former of- 
fences done by himfelf and his friends fhould 
be pardoned and forgot/^ 

This fpeech was the very reverfe of what the jamet kiiit 
earl of Douglas aimed at. Ic rendered him, dou^L"^ 
indeed, the firft fubjed of the kingdom, but ^wnhil}. 
ftill he was controulable by the civil law. In 
ihort, upon the king's peremptojfij^ putting 
the queftion to him, he not only 'refufed to 
diffolve the confederacy, but upbraided the 
king for his government. This produced a 
pafiionate rejoinder on the part of James; but 
the earl reprefented that tie was unfier a fafe* 
condud, and that the nature of his confederacy 
was fuch that it could not be broken, but by 
the common con&nt pf ' all parties concerned. 
The king infifted upon his fetting the example, 
and the f arl continuing more and more obfti- 
nate, James ftabbed him witKhis dagger; an4 
armed men ruihing into the room, finiihed the 
flaughter. 

Such is the manner, divefted of a number of Reiieaioiu 
invented, fuperfluous, circumftances, in which 
this tragedy was acl^d, according to all the 
Scotch hiftorians. Prerogative-writers incline 
to juftify James, becaufe he had no legal way of 
bringing the earl to juftice ; but I cannot help 

Vol. IV. C . think- 



lo T H E H 1 S T O R Y 

A.p. 145a. thinking, that they have mifreprefented the af- 
fair. What paffcd between James and the earl 
was, we are told, in a private room, remote froto 
all company ; fo that we have the converfation 
between them only upon the word of James ; 
and indeed the whole feems to have been pre- 
meditated. Had the earl, finding himfelf in 
the power of James, promifed to break the con- 
federacy, and afterwards retrafted that pro- 
mife, the moft fevere cafuift could nat have 
condemned his diffimulation ; nor could James 
imagine tiifet, in the circumftances Doiiglas 
then was, he would refufe to comply with all 
that was required, be it ever fo unjuft or hu- 
miliating. The cataftrophe, therefore, muft 
have been owing to premeditation, aided per* 
haps by intemperance. I give no kind of cre- 
dit to the report of the laft converfation that 
pafled between them. In faft, the rufhing in 
of the ar^ed men gives us no favourable idea 
of the king's original intention ; and we arc 
told, that Sir Patric Gray feconded the king's 
How, by cleaving the earl's fcuU with^a battle* 
ax. It is childifti, therefore^ for the advocates 
of James to mention the obftinacy of the eari 
as the caufe of his death. Their beft plea is 
tn appeal to the hiftory of government in all 
ages,' whether a fubje<a under a monarchy, 
guilty of the crimes the earl of Douglas was 
acicufed of, might not have been put to death 
' in the manner he was, notwithftanding his 

fafc. 
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fkfc-conduft ; a difquifition into which I fliall ^« d* »45«« 
not HOW enter, my province being only to re- 
prefent fads. Hume, the hiflorian of Douglas, 
whofe principles are far from being in favour 
of the prerogative, thinks, that the death of 
DougUs was pre-concerted, and that too by 
Cfichton's advice ; and has left us a Latin dif-. 
tkh upon that fubjed: ^. 

The hiftorians of JaB&es have r^piarked in his a cmi wu 
favout:, that the brothers of Douglas were npt 
involved in his fate. We are, however, to 
obferve, that his brother and fuccefibr, JameS| 
had been bred a clergyman ; that he was looked 
upon to be of a pacific diCpofit^on ; and that he 
diQiked fome of his brother's difloyal proceed-* 
ings. They who thought fo were miftaken. A 
paic of fpurs being conveyed from the caftle to the 
lord Hamilton, gave the party in the town fome 
intimation of the tragedy that had been aded. 
Sir Jaflies Douglas, for fo he is c^led^ though 
ft cfaurcl^Hian, being now earl by his brother's 
deatih, i^nd acknowledged as fuch, not only by 
bis psfffty, but by the king himlelf, aflembled . 
his frieidds, a,nd, after exaggera^ting the mur-^ 
der that had been committed, prppofed to imreft 
the catille. Many circumftances induce me to 

• Me laetho ante diem, Crichtoftus rexque de^erunt, 
Die necis caufam, prasbuit ifte manum. 

luEiigiiih. 
Crkhton and James ijped my uaiifn^ty lot» 
One |;ave the blow, the other laid the plot. 

' C a believe. 
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A. D. 1452. believe, that the foul of the confederacy was 
fled when the late earl fell ; for the infurgents 
excufed themfelves, as being too weak for fuch 
an enterprize, and were contented with trail- 
ing the fafe-conduft at a horfe's ,tail, and pro- . 
claiming, by trumpets and horns, the king a 
perjured traitor. They proceeded no farther, 
and each departed to his own habitation, after 
agreeing to aflemble with frefh forces about the 
beginning of April. James loft no time in im- 
proving this fliort refpite ; and found the na- 
tion in general much better difpofed in his 
favour than he had reafon to expeft. The in- 
tolerable oppreffions of the great barons made 
his fubjefts efteem the civil, far preferable to 
the feudal, fubjeftion, and even the Douglafles 
were divided among themfelves ; for the earl 
of Angus and Sir John Douglas of Dalkeith 
were among the moft forward of the foyalifts. 
James, at the fame time, wrote letters to the 
earl of Huntley, and to all the noblemen of his 
kingdom who were no parties in the confe- 
deracy, bejQdes the ecclefiaftics, wio remained 
firmly attached to his prerogative. Before the 
cffeft of thofe letters could be known, the in- 
furgents had returned to Stirling (where James 
ftill wifely kept himfelf upon the defenfive) 
repeated their infolences, and the opprobrious 
treatment of his fafe-conduft; and at laft they 
plundered the town, and laid it in aflies. Be- 
ing ftill unable to take the caftle, partly thro* 

their 
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Aeir own divifions, and partly through th* a« 0.1453. 
divcrfity of the operations r they were obliged 
to fupply, they left Stirling, and deftroyed 
the eftate of Sir John Douglas of Dalkeith^ 
whom they confidered as a double traitor, be-, 
caufe he was a Dotuglas and a good fubjed« 
They then befifged his caftle,. which was fd 
bravely defended by Patric Cockburn, a gen- 
tleman of the faniily of Langton, that tjiey 
raifed the ficgcv tmd gave the, royal party far?t 
therleifurefo£. humbling them. 

All this time, the unhappy country was fuf« itsdeU^ 
fei»ing the moft ctufcl devaftations ; for matters 
were now come to fuch extremity, that every 
man muft be a. royallft or a reheh The king 
was obliged to ^ keep on the defenfive; and 
though Be had ventured to leave the caftle of 
Stirling, he was in no condition to face the re^ 
bels in the field. They were in pofleflion of all 
the ftrong paffes, by which his friends were to 
march to his afliftance ; and he even confulted 
with his attendants on the means of efcaping to 
France, where he was fure of an hofpitable re* 
vCeption. He was diverted from that refoliition 
by bilhop Kennedy and the earl, of Angus, who 
was himfelf a Douglas, and prevailed upon to 
wait for the event of the carl of Huntley's at- 
tempts for his fervice. That nobleman, who was 
defcended from the Seatons, but by marriage in- 
herited the great eftates of the Gordons in the 
North, had raifed an army for James, to whofe 

. family 



14 THE HISTORY 

A»D*z452« family he and his smceftors, by the Gordons as 
well as the Seatons» had been always remark- 
ably devoted. James was not Tnifiaken in the 
high opinion he had of Huntley ; and in the 
mean time he ifiued drculat letters to the 
chief ecclefiaftics and bodies-poliftic of his king^ 
domj fetting forth the necefilty he was under 
t& proceed as he had don^, and hi^ readinefi 
tp proted all his loyal fubjeSb in their rights 
and piiTileges againft the power of the Ikm-f 
glaffes and their rebdlxous adhecents. Before 
thofe letters covilii ^ave any e^bdtj the rebels 
had plundered the defencelefe houfes and eftafao^ 
qf aU who were not in their confederacy, znd 
h^ proceeded with a fury that turned to tl» 
prejudice of their caufe. 
Rattle of ; The ind%nation which, the public had con* 
gaTned'by cTived agaiufft the lidng^ for the violation of his 
Liftl.? iaf e^eondo^ began now to fiibiide ; and the be*- 
haviDur of bis enemies in foone meafure juftified 
what had happeiked, or at leaft. made the peo<- 
pie fiifpeft, that James would not have, proceed^ 
ed as he did without the firongeft prorvocation. 
Tfaeforces he had aflembledbeing unable^ as yet» 
Co adl offenfively, he refolvedto wait for the 
caii of Huntley, who, by this time, was at the 
head of a <x)nfiderable army, and had begun 
his march fouthwards. He had been joined by 
theForbefes, Ogilvies, Leflies, Grants, IrwiniSs, 
and other relations aoid dependents of his fit- 
mily ; but having advanced as f ai as BrechiOs 

he 
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he was oppofed by the earl of Crawford, the a. d. 14536. 
chief ally of the earl of Douglas, who com*, 
manded the people of Angus, and all the ad^ 
herents of the rebels in the neighbouring coun* 
ties, headed by foreign officers. The two 
armies joixiing battle on the eighteenth of JMay, 
vidory was for fome time in fufpence ; till one 
Colofs of Bonnymoon, on whom Crawford 
had great dependence, but whom he had im-* 
prudently difobliged, came over to the ray«» 
alifts with the divifion he commanded, which 
was the beft armed part of Crawford^s army, 
confifting of battle-axes, broad-fwords, and 
long fpears. His defedion fixed the fortune 
of the day fpr the earl of Huntley, as it left the 
center flankof Crawford's army entirely expofed 
to the royalifts. He himfelf loft one of his fa^ 
thers, and fled with another. Sir John lindfay, 
to his houfe at Phinhaven, where it is reported 
that he broke out into the following ejacola«- 
tion : ^ That he would be content to remain 
feven years in hell, to have, in fo timely a fea*> 
^ fon, done the king his mafier that fervice the 
earl of Huntley had performed, and carry that 
applaufe and thanks he was to receive from 
him/' Thofe expreffions, if true, fliew that 
Crawford was no rebel in his heart, and that he 
only aded in confequence of thofe engage* 
ments, which he thought his honour could 
not difpenfe with« 

No 
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A.D.I45*. No author informs us of the lofs of men on 
either fide, though all agree,' that it was very 
confiderable upon the whole. The earl of Hunt- 
ley, particularly, loft two brothers, William 
and Henry ; and we are told, that to indem- 
nify him for his good fervices, as well as for 
the rewards and prefents he had made in lands 
and privileges to his faithful followers, the king 
bellowed upon him the lands of Badenoch and 
Lochaber. 

Antiniaw- The battle of Brechin was not immediately 

fui aflbcM* , , , ' 

tKw by dccifive in favour of the king, but proved fa 
1^ ^ in its confequences. The earl of Murray, a 
Douglas likewife, took adviantage of Huntley's 
abfence to ravage and harrafs the eftates of all 
the royalifts in the north ; but Huntley return- 
ing from Brechin with his viftopous army, 
drove his enemy into his own county of Mur- 
ray, and afterwards expelled him even from 
thence. Jame^ was now encouraged by the 
advice of his kinfman, Kennedy, bifliop of St. 
Andrew's, to whofe firmnels and prudence he 
was under great obligations, to proceed againft 
his rebels in a legal manner, by holding a par- 
liament at Edinburgh, to which the confede* 
rated lords were furamoned ; and upon their 
non-compearance they were foleirinly declared 
traitors. This proceeding feemed to make the 
rebellion rage more fiercely than ever; ; and at 
laft, the confederates, in fad):, difowned their 

alle* 
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allegiance tb JameSk The earls of Douglas, a. 0.145*. 
Crawford, Ormond, Murray, the lord Balveny, 
Sir James Hamilton, and others figned, with 
their own hands, public manifeftos, which 
were pafted on the doors of the principal 
churches, importing, " That they were re- Dmnimoni, 
folved never to obey command or charge, nor 
antwer citation for the time coming, becaufe 
the king, fo far from being a juft matter, was 
a blood-fucker, a murderer, a tranfgrelTor of 
hofpitality, and a furprizer of the innocent.'^ 
tt does not appear, that thofe and the like atro- 
cious proceedings did any fervice to the caufe 
of the confederates. The earl of Huntley con- 
tinued viftorious in the North, where he and 
his followers, in revenge of the earl of Murray's 
having burnt his caftle of Huntley, ravaged or 
fezied all that nobleman's great eftate north of 
the Spey. When he came to the town of For- 
res, he burnt one fide of the town, becaufe it 
belonged to the earl, and fpared the other, be* 
caufe it was the property of his own friends. 
James thought himfelf, fronji the behaviour of 
the earl of Douglas and his adherents, now war- 
ranted to come to extremities; and marching 
into Anandale, he carried fire and fword through 
all the eftates of the Douglaffes there. The 
earl of Crawford, on the other hand, having 
now recruited his fl:rength, deftroyed the lands 
of all the people of Angus and elfewhere, who 
had abandoned him at the battle of Brechin ; 
Vol. IV. D though 
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A.D.i4ii, though there is reafon to believe, that he had 
already fecretly refolved to throw himfelf upon 
the king's mercy. 

Nothing but the moft obftinate pride and in- 
veteracy could have prevented the earl of Doug- 
las, at this time, from taking the advice of hia 
friends, by returning to his duty ; in which cafe^ 
James had given fiifficient intimations, that he 
might expect pardon* He coloured his contu- 
macy with the fpecious pretext, that his bro- 
ther's fate, and thofc of his two kinfmen, fuf- 
ficiently inftrufted him never to truft James or 
his miniftcrs ; that he had gone too far to think 
now of receding; and that kings, 'when once 
oflFended as James had been, never pardoned in 
good earneft* Such is the chief reafoning, with 
others of lefs confcquence, which Drummond 
has put into the mouth of Douglas at this time. 
James, after his expedition into Anandale, found 
the feafon too far advanced to continue his 
operations J and returning to Edinburgh, he 
marched northwards^ to Angus, to reduce the 
carl of Crawford, who was the fecond rebel of 
power in the kingdom. That nobleman * had 
hitherto deferred throwing himfelf at the king'i^ 
feet, and had refumed his arms, in the manner 
•I have related, only in hopes of himfelf and 
his party obtaining better terms from James^ 
Perceiving that the earl of Douglas's obftiriacy 
iad cooled fome other lords of the confederacy, 
and had put an end to all hopes of a treaty, he 
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rcfolved to make a merit of breaking the confe- a.t>. 145^^. 
deracy, by being the firft to fubmit James hav- 
ing arrived in Angus, was continuing his march 
through the country, when the earl and fome '| 

of .his chief followers fell on their knees before TheearUf^ 
him on the road, bare-headed and bare-footed. cumZ 
Their dreary looks, their fuppliant poftures, 
and the tears, which ftreamed abundantly from 
the earl, w^re expreffive of the moft abjedl con- 
trition '^j which w^s followed by a penitential 
Speech made by the earl, acknowledging his 
crimes, and imploring forgivenefs. 

James w^s then attended by his chief coun- 
fellors, particularly bifliop Kennedy, who, he 
'refolved, fhould have fome ihare in the favour 
he meant to extend to the earl. He afeed their 
advice, which proving to be on the merciful fide, 
James promifed to the earl and his followers 
reftitution of all their eftates and honours, and 
full pardon for all that had paffed. The earl, 
as a grateful retribution of this favour, before' 
the king left Angus, joijned him with a noble 
troop of his friends and followers, and attend- 
ing him to the North, was extremely adive in 
fuppreffing all the reniains of the rebellion 
there f . It is certain, that the fubmiffion of 

• Lindfay of Pitfcottie, who was of the fame name, and per- 
bap^ of the (ame family, with the earl, has put into his mouth a 
very long fpeech on this occafion, in which, among other things, 
the antiquity of the Lindfay s, and their illuftrious a6)'ions, aje 
amply recounted. 

t The Scotch hiftorians who wrote before the publication o^ 
Pflr» Rymer*8 Foed^rai are very defedtive in the cbro&ology of 
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A. p. I4S3' the earl of Crawford was followed (but ^e know 
not upon what terms) by that of the earl of 
Douglas ; for though the Scotch hiftorians have, 
without any interruption, prolonged the intef- 
tine troubles of Scotland through the two fol- 
lowing years, yet on the eighteenth of April 
1453, king James appointed James earl of 
Douglas and Anandale, lord of Galloway, Rich- 
ard abbot of Dumfermling, and Robert Liddel 
of Balmure, to go ,to England in the quality of 
ambafladors. On the twenty-third of May fol- 
withEjig- lowing, it was agreed, that the truce fliould be 
prolonged to the firft of May 1457, and as long 
after as the two kings fhould agree on ; but un- 
der the fame reftrictions and proteftations as 
had attended the laft treaty, the earl of Doug- 
las himfelf entering a proteftation for his king's 
intereft in the debateable lands. 
RcWHoui I have already mentioned the late earl of 
oftbrcari Douglas haviug, againft the canons of the 
o ougai. ^jj^j.^j^^ married his kinfwoman, Margaret, 
commonly called the Fair Maid of Galloway ; 
a-nd J muft now refumc her, hiftory. Beatrix 
counteft of Douglas and Anandale, mother to 
the earl of Douglas and his brother, had, foon 
after the death of the latter in Stirling, gone 
to England, and carried with her her daughter- 
in-law, the Fair Maid of Galloway, who, in 
the paffport they obtained from thp Englifli 

tills period^ which I have endeavoured tQ. reftify fropa that col- 
lection. 

court, 
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court, is called countefs of Douglas and Anan«' a. 0.1453, ^ 
dale, and lady of Galloway. There they re-r 
fided till this year. It is probable, that the 
earl of Douglas had foUicited his commiflion 
to be fent ambaffador to England, that he might 
have an opportunity of carrying off the Fair 
Maid, his fifter-in-law, and her great fortune. 
He had for fome time been foUiciting the pope's 
difpen{ation for this match, on pretence that 
the marriage with his brother never had been 
cpnfummated; but meeting with a repulfe at 
the court of Rome, he refolved to avail himfelf 
of the afcendcncy which his mother, the coun- 
tefs Beatrix, had over the Fair Maid her daugh- 
ter-in-law. . Whether any form of marriage be- 
tween them was obfcrved does not appear ; and 
it is moft probable, that the lady infifted, be- 
fore flie gave her confent, upon his obtaining 
the difpenfation ; but that James was entirely a 
ftranger to the intrigue. The earl had many 
reafons for keeping the ^fecret, and for being 
tis own foUicitor at the court of Rome. He 
pretended a pilgrimage to expiate his offences ; ^^.^ . . 
and intending to go through England, he ob- «»««• 
tained paffports for himfelf and the following 
perfons : Archibald Douglas earl of Murray, 
Hugh Douglas earl of Ormond, John Douglas 
lord of Balveny, Mr. John Clerk, rector of 
Kirkbride, John ShawJ Mark Haliburton, John 
Frafer, and John Uthred, chaplains; Mr. Wil- 
liam Harris,^ reftor of Kirkpatric, lord James 

Douglas, 
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A.0. I4S3. Douglas, provoft of Dalkeith, and David Ford \ 
as alfo Jamci lord Hamilton, knight, James 
lord of Livingfton, Archibald Dundas, Gavin 
Hamilton, provoft of Bothwel, John Hamil- 
ton, Robert Hamilton, David Fleming, Wil- 
liam Baillie, Thomas Forreft, William biihop of 
Glafgow, and many more in his company. 

I am inclined to think, that this fplendid pil« 
grimage never took place, and that the earl of 
Douglas, lofing all hopes of the difpenfation, 
had obtained the paffports, that he and his 
friends might have an opportunity of ftrength- 
ening their party, by forming connexions at 
the Englifh court. AH we know for certain isi,- 
that the Fair Maid, either by compulfion, or per- 
fuafion of her mother-in-law, refigned herfelf 
to the earl's arms. Whether any ceremony of a 
marriage was as yet performed dqes not appear, 
and the izQ. is immaterial. All the faction of the 
Douglafies being then in England, their in- 
trigues were not fo fecretly managed as to be 
unknown to James. He called a parliament at 
JEdinburgh, at which the carl of Douglas, his 
mother, and bis brothers, were fummoned to 
attend, but without any effeft; upon which, 
they were forfeited, and condemned to death ^. 
It is, as I hinted before, of no con&quence, 
whether a form Qf marriage had or had not 

• Pitfcottie fays that the Fair Maid was fummoned likewifea 
under the title of the earl of Douglas's brotlier's wife^ and pre-> 
tended wife to himielf. 

been 
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been celebrated between the earl and theFM* a. d. 1453, 
Maid, becaufe it mnft have been invalid, aftd 
confidered, in the eye of the law, as not €Xift« 
ing. When the parliament Wais ofver, the k&ig 
ofiered to reftore that earfdom to Jame^ Grieh-^ 
ton, who had rtianied the eldeft daughter o£ 
the earl of Murray ; but he refufcd it, on zc* 
count of the great oppofition he muft expefl:^ 
Sind the unpopularity he muft incur by accept* 
illg it His fon, George Crichton, was, in i»e- 
compence of his father's felf-denial, created 
carl of Caithnefs, as "V^ilKam Hay, theiicenfka- 
ble of Scotland, ^as eari of Errol ; and l>arn- 
ley. Hales, Boyd, Lille, and Lorn, all of them 
perfons of great diftiftion, were created barons 
of parliament, which gave them no fuperior 
rank to what they had before, but that they 
might fit there without being elected. 

Janies having thus ftrengthened his govern- h/a?^ 
meot, proceeded to execute the afts of the «n»^/«tJ» 
late parliament. Having ralfed an army, he ^^^^'^^y- 
tnarched firft into Galloway, which Tubnritted 
to him without oppofition j but proceeding to 
Douglafdale, he met with fuch refiftance, that 
he gave up the country to military execution. 
By this time, the earl of Douglas was at the 
head of a great army, and refolved to fight the 
king, who was preparing to btifiege Abercorfi, 
which was the ftrongeft of ^he earl's foi^. 
Lindfay of Pitfcottie informs us of fome fe£te 
which happened at this time, and are omitted 

by 
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A. D. 1454* by other hiftorians who wrote before hiiit# 
He fays, that the earl of Douglas fent Sir 
James Hamilton, who was, now the leading 
man of the party under himfelf and his bro- 
thers, to England, to follicit fupport of men 
and money ; but he obtained only the latter, 
by which he raifed three hundred horfe, and 
three hundred foot, who were to be under his 
own command ; and that the earl fummoned 
all his friends, tenants, and dependents, to 
meet him at Douglas within ten days, to bring 
along with them twenty days provifions, andl 
from thence to marc^ to raife the liege of Aber- 
corn. The fiime author reprefents James as 
being, at this time, totally void of fpirit and 
conduct; and that throwing himfelf into a 
finall veffel, he failed to St Andrew's, to take 
the advice of his good friend, bifhop Kennedy. 
Before his departure (if I rightly underftand 
this author) he had induftrioufly given out, 
that, defpairing to make head againft Douglas, 
he would feek refuge in foreign parts; and 
that Douglas, believing the report, had re- 
laxed in his preparations, which gave an oppor« 
tunity to the earls of Orkney and Angus to 
inveft the caftle of Abercorn with fix thoufand 
men. Biihop Kennedy, who feems to have 
been as found a politician as he was a faithful 
fubjed, advifed his majefty to divide his ene- 
mies, who were connefted together by no com- 
mon principle, but that of felf-prefervation ; and 

to 
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to offer pardeu and protedion to all who flnmld a. a 1454* 
return to their duty. 

This account, divefting it of f(Hne tawdry 
circumflanccs, agrees with what we are told 
by other hiftorians. The Jdng creded his ftan- 
dard at St. Andrew's, marched from thence to 
Falkland, and ordered all the forces. of Fife^ 
Angus, and Strathcm, with thofe of the nor^ 
thern parts, to rendezvous by a certain day at 
Stirling, which they did to the number of 
tliirty thoufand. Thofe vigorous proceedings, 
together with the proclamations of pardon, 
roufing the earl of Douglas from his fecurity ; 
he collefted all his force, whigh amounted to 
forty (fome fay fixty) thoufand men, on the 
fouth fide of the river Carron, near the place 
where the famous temple of Terminus flood, 
half-way between Stirling and Abercorn. The 
eari, it muft be acknowledged, was in a dan* 
gerQUS fituation. Whether he marched to 
fight the king, or to raife the fiege, he muft 
have had an army in his rear ; but it is plain, 
from 'the complexion of hiftory, that this was 
BOt the only confideration that deterred him 
from fighting. Bifliop Kennedy had a great 
influence over Sir James Hamilton, with whom 
he kept up a fecret correfpondence, by which 
he gave them- afiiirance of the king's gracious 
difpofitions towards him, if he would return 
to his duty. The conduft of Sir James, on this * 

occafion, Ihewcd him a man both of fenfe and 
Vol.. IV. E ho- 



26 THE HISTORY 

A.D. 1454. honour. He faw that the bulk of Douglases 
army difliked the caufe they were engaged in,* 
and he knew that the earl himfelf was fecretly 
of the fame opinion. He repaired to the earl, 
and told him, «• That as he never could be at 
the head of a more numerous army, fo he ne- 
ver could have a more favourable opportunity 
of fighting a decifive battle with his fovereign ; 
and that he would find it extremely difficult 
to keep his atmy longer together^." The earl 
aqfwered him with that fpirit which was pecu- 
liar to his blood, " That if he (Hamilton), was 
either tired or afraid, he might be gone." 

being de- When they were yet in converfation, a he- 

si^lmcs ^^^^ arrived from the king's army, and in the. 

Hamilton, hearing of the rebels charged them to repair to 
their refpeclive homes, under the penalties of 
high-treafon. The earl ordered the herald's 
voice to be drowned by the clamour of his 
trumpets ; but he foon perceived, in the em- 
barraffed, dejefted, countenances of his fol- 
lowers, that they underftood the purport of the 
royal meffage. The king's army advanced in 
firm and good order, with banijiers difplaycd, 
and no time was to be loft. In fliort, the earl, 
irrefolute how to proceed, ordered a retreat ta 
be founded, and encamped his army at a fmall 
diftance from that of the royalifts. During the 
night-time. Sir James Hamilton, as the reader 
may eafily fuppofe, carried his divifion over to 
the king's army, and threw himfelf at his feet ; 

but 
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but was confined, for the fake of appearances, a. p. 1454. 
during a few days, in the caftle of Roflin. 
rNext Qiorning, the earl of Douglas found 
.himfelf abandoned by all his numerous army, 
.excepting his neareft friends and domeftics, 
the whole not amounting to above an hundred 
men, with whom he retired towards England. 
The confequence was, the caftle, which was 
I deemed to be almoil impregnable, was taken . 
and demoliihed. 

The hiftory of this rebellion gives us great FiourifliiDg 
infight into the charafter of James and his go- govern- 
vernment. His fubmitting himfelf to the di- "**"^ 
redion of two fuch men as biihop Kennedy 
and the lord Crichton, is an evidence of his 
good fenfe ; and few inftances are to be found 
in hiftory, of a rebellion fo dangerous and fo 
feemingly defperate, being quelle4 without 
bloodftied, efpecially after the provocations 
which the rebels had received by, the death of 
their chief. This was owing to the reverence of 
the inhabitants of the Scotch Lowlands for the 
civil government, while it was exercifed by 
law. They faw James, by taking the advice 
of his parliament in every meafure he purfued, 
endeavouring to cure the unhappy wound his 
.dagger had inflifted upon Douglas, while the 
general behaviour of the infurgents was as bar-» 
barous as it was illegal. Even the great feudal 
powers which the confederated lords exercifed 
over their inferiors, and which were inconfiftcnt 

£a with 
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A.P.HS4. with the maxims of true policy, and a govern- 
ment limited by laws, could not recoiicile th^m 
to the caufe they were engaged in, while 
their foyereign took the field as the guardian 
of thofe laws, which, as I fliall detnonfii^te, 
^wcre generally on the fide of public liberty, 
and calculated for the protedion of the people 
againft the tyranny of their fuperiors. As to 
the apologies made by hiftorians who favour 
the houfe of Douglas, they are frivolous ; for 
it is plain, that neither patriotifm nor modera- 
tion had the leaft influence on that earl's con- 
Rymer,vo!. ^^^* He. had, bcforc this time, become a 
XI. p. 381. fubjeft of England by fwearing allegiance to 
king Henry ; and his former behaviour, when 
he was offered pardon and indemnity, with the 
fecure enjoyment of his eftates and honours,, 
all which he rejeAed, leaves us no room to 
doubt of the principles on which he afted. In 
fliort, the lord Hamilton, who appears to have 
been a man of great penetration, foon per* 
ceived, that the common people would not 
ftand by their chiefs in a pitched battle ; and it 
is acknowledged by moft hiftorians, that they 
no fooner faw the royal banners difplayed 
againft them in the field, than they feemed irre- 
folute and dejefted. The fubfequent behaviour 
of the earl of Douglas is, however, the beft 
confutation of thofe apologies. As to the be- 
Jiaviour of Hamilton, I believe it to have been 
influenced by motives merely perfonal and po- 
litical, 
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litical^ and that the only reafon why he flib- ^'^' ^4ss- 
mitted to the king was, becaufe he plainly per- 
ceived that Donglas could not defend himfelf. 

The carl of Douglas having efcaped to The earl of 
Anandale, he had no great difficulty in railing J^efftfud. 
fuch a number of his own tenants, out^laws, 
robbers, and borderers, that he was once more 
at the head of an army, and renewed his de- 
predations upon the eftates of the royalifts. 
They were encountered by the earl of Angus, 
who, though a Douglas, continued firm in the 
intereft of the king, to whom he was nearly 
related by his mother Mary, a daughter to Ro-» 
bert the third. This earl affcmbled a body of 
men, confifting of the Maxwels, the Scots, and 
^e Johnftons; and attacking the rebels near 
Ancram Muir, entirely defeated them. In this 
engagement the earl of Murray, .brother to the 
earl of Douglas, was killed ; but another bro- 
ther, the earl of Ormond, the fame who ,had 
fo bravely won the battle of Sark, was taken 
prifoner. The earl of Douglas himfelf, and 
his third brother, the lord Balveny, efcaped 
with great difficulty to an adjacent wood. The 
number of flain is not mentioned in hiftory ; 
and James took care to reward thofe gentlemen 
who had diftinguilhed themfelves on his fide. 
Particular mention is made of Sir William Car- 
lyle of Torthorald, and Sir Adam Johnfton of 
Johnfton. 

^ . The 
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Hi/b o^^^' T^^ ^^^^ ^f Ormond was fent prifoncr to Edin^ 
thcr, the burgh, where he was tried and executed far 
Ormond, treafou : for which Hume, the author of the 

beheaded. 

hiftory of Douglas, obliquely refle6b upon 
James for his ingratitude. How unjuft fuch 
an infinuation is, muft appear to every one who 
is in the leaft converfant with hiftory, where he 
will find, in every country, inftances of the 
greateft merits being cancelled by fubfequent 
offences, and the authors punifhed accordingly ; 
not to mention how nobly the fsimily of Dou- 
glas (the head of which then directed the affairs 
of Scotland) was rewarded for the viftory of 
Sark. According to Scotch authors, the earl 
of Douglas and his brother, after in vain en- 
deavouring to return to England, fled to the 
carl of Rofs, the hereditary enemy of the kings 
of Scotland. A paper that has been publiihed 
by Mr. Rymer, containing a grant from Henry 
the fixth of a yearly penfion of five hundred 
pounds, gives fome reafon for believing, that 
he found means to efcape to the Englifli court, 
an4 affords us no very* high idea of that go- 
vernment's good faith. It is, in the mean while, 
obfervable, that Henry the fixth was a pri- 
foner to the duke of York, who then managed 
the whole affairs of the kingdom; and Henry 
is therefore not anfwerable for public tranfac- 
tions. Douglas poflibly had the fame views 
upon the crown of Scotland, as the duke of 

York 
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York foon after made good upon thatofEng- a. d. 1455. 
land. That, the connections between them 
wer^ .ftrong, appears from the words of the 
grant, "That the penfion was for good fervices 
to be done, and till the earl of Douglas Ihould 
recover all or part ofvthe eftate taken from him 
by the perfon who calls himfelf king q£ Scofr. 
land." The views of the duke of York, in this 
proceeding, were undoubtedly to foment the 
civil diffenfions of Scotland, without regard to 
the earl of Douglas's intereft ; and to difable 
James from affifting the houfe of Lancafter, 
which was now on the brink of ruin. I ihall 
now attend to civil affairs. 

On the ninth of June this year, a parliament Pwc«dinfi 
was fummoned to meet at Edinburgh ; and its ^''"i**"inii 
proceedings will niore than jiiftify all I have Jj**^**^ 
iaid concerning the fpirit of liberty (but under 
a regulated conilitution) which infpired the 
Scots of thofe days. The, long minority of the 
king, the partiality of his minifters, and per- 
haps his own diftreffes, had brought the real 
power and revenues of the crown, at this time, 
{b low, that it had been upheld only by the 
principles of felf-prefervation in the fubjeft. 
Many writers call this principle loyalty ; but it 
was a loyalty that had no reference to the perfon 
or the power of the king, farther than as both 
co-operated in maintaining the freedom of the 
confUtution, which was threatned to be abo- 

lilhed 
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A. a 1455. Hffied by the votaries of the feudal law ^. 
This parliament, ^fter it met, confirmed the 
fentence of forfeiture which had been for- 
merly pronounced againft the elrl of Douglas^ 
his mother, brothers, and abettors; and here 
I am inclined to fix a very extraordinary inci- 
dent. I have already mentioned the cohabi- 
tation of the Fair Maid of Gallowjiy with the 
earl of Douglas. Whether flie was influenced 
by the diflike Ihe had for his perfon, or by the 
terms on which they lived together, or by both^ 
it is certain that &e made an elopement from 
him, returned to Scotland, threw herfelf at the 
king's feet, and pleaded that all fhe had done . 
had been by compulfion ; but refigned herfelf 
and her fortune to the king's pleafure. As 
James was at this time in full pofleflion of alt 
the eftates of tie Douglaffes, and probably in- 
tending to keep them, he did not choofe to part 
either with her perfon or fortune. The firft 
he beftowed upon his uterine brother, whom 
foon after he created earl of Athol ; and kept 
the fecond to himfelf, afiigning her, at the 
fame time, the great lordfliip of Balveny in 
dowry. Our hiftorians, however, are miftalken 
in faying, that the gift of that lordfhip was 

« It is extremely reoaarkablsy that moft of the proviiioiis in. 
this parliament were abolifhed or difufed ; but the revival of thei!< 
has been found neceflary fince the Revolution, paiticularly und«r 
the family of Hanover. Th& abolition of bereditabl« jurifdic^ 
tions did not pafs the Britifh parliament till after the year i745- 

made 
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made to her by way of exchange for Galloway; a^v. 1415* 
for it appears, by a charter* new in the Athol 
family, that it was vefted in the earl, and the 
heir male procreate between him and Margaret 
his fpoufe ; which failing, in the heirs whatfo^ 
ever of the earl's body, to revert to the crown. 
All therefore that James meant in giving the 
earl that lordfhip, was to indemnify him for 
the lofs of his wife's fortune ; for her daugh- 
ters neither did, nor could, poffefs it From the 
whole relation of this affair it appears, that 
the king, parliament, and church of Scotland, 
had not the leafl regard to any marriage, 
whether real or pretended, between Margaret, 
the Fair Maid, and the earl of Douglas. 

The parliament which met on the ninth of 
June being adjourned to the fourth of Auguft, 
re-affembled at that time. The profeft inten- 
tion of the members was to give a fevere 
blow to. the feudal fyftem, but, at the fame 
time, to provide for the dignity of the crown 
in fuch a manner, as that the king and all his 
fucceffors muft look upon the laws as their fu- 
perior ; and to provide a barrier againft the 
tyranny, weaknefs, madnefs, or ambition, of 
the reigning prince. For thofe purpofes they 
paffed the following remarkable zA : 

" Forafmuch as the poverty of the crown is ^n laof^ 
often the xaufe of the poverty of the realm, 
and is the occaiion of many inconveniencies, 
which it would be tedious to exprcfsj by the 
\ Vol. IV. F advica 
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A. p. 1455. advice of the full council of parliament, it ft 
ftatuted and ordained, that there be lor^ipis 
and caftles infepatrably, and for ever annexed to 
the crown, in every part of thfe kingdoto, fdt 
the king's refidence, wherever he fliall chancfe 
or think fit to be ; the which caftles and lands 
may not be given away to any perfon, of v^hat- 
foever rank or quality, without advice, deli- 
verance, and decreet of the t^rhole parliament, 
istnd for great reafonable caufes. And althbtigh 
our fovereign lord that now is, or any of his 
fucceffors, fhouM alienate or give away aliy bf 
the faid lordfhips, lands, and caftles, all fucti 
alienations and difpofitions are hereby declared 
void and null; infomuch that the reigning 
king may lawfully reftake or feize upon the 
lands fo alienated, when he pleafes (whenever 
hin^ lykis) to his own life, without any pro- 
cefs, or form of law ; and the perfons who did 
thus unwarrantably poiFefs them, be obliged 
to refund to the king all the profits or reve- 
nues which they enjoyed while they were in 
poffeffion. And it is farther enacted, that our 
fovereign lord that now is, oblige himfeMf by 
an oath, which is alfo to be taken by all his 
fucceffors, kings of Scotland, at their corona* 
tion, to obferve this ftatute in all its parts.'* - 
^j^ ^ This ftatute needs no commentary to prove, 
^i>»»"t^ that the parliament who paffed. it thought it- 
be above the felf paramount to the prerogative. The ideas 
which its members had of tlUe liberty, diftin* 
•• ' guilhcd 
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guiflied from the ferocioufnefs of the feudal ^J^- Hsi- 
inftitutions, 2^re ftill better exemplified by the 
fubfeq^uent ads of the fame parliament. In the 
preceding part of this hiftory^ the reader will 
ciafily perceive the reafons for the following^ 
regiilations. , It wa& enaded, ^ That no office^ 
efpecially that of guardian, of the marches^, 
fhould be hereditary; thiat all fuch offices as 
had been, given, fince the deceafe of the late 
king to any in fee and heritage, except- that of 
guardian of the marches, granted by the king 
to his fon Alexander, earl of March and Anan- 
dale, fhould be revoked; and that no lands, 
ihould be erefted into regalities without con-? 
fent of parliament.'* It wa^ by thit fame par- 
liament put out of the power of the king^ to 
make the fmallefl alteration in thofe provifions; 
and he was laid under the mofl fev.ere reflraints 
(for which we muft refer to the afts themfelves) g^^ ^^^ 
to prevent any abufe of his power ; as if his ''^^•• 
flates i^tended to make him. fenfible, that his 
high rank entitled him to no more pre-emi** . 
nence, than that of being the firft fervant of his ^ 
people. It is within the province of law, ra- 
ther than of hiflory, to illuflrate' the other 
public-fpirited ftatiites, all tending to the efla- 
bUihment, but at the fame time to the bound- 
ing, of the regal authority, which paffed in this 
patriotic parliament. 

It was adjourned to the twelfth of October, Precautioas 
when it met at Stirling, where their military ^^^'^with 

Vz ordir ^"6»*adi 
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A#D,i455. ordinances were as wife and remarkable as 
their civil had been. . Certain advice having ar- 
rived there, that the Englifli intended to renew 
hoftilities, the parliament paffed the following 
ordinance, which muft be very entertaining to 
fuch of my readers as want to be informed of 
the manner by which the Scotch patriots 
thought they could beft provide againft an Eng- 
lifli invafion. " In the firft place, they thought 
It fpeidful (that is, it was their advice) that 
fit perfons fliould be appointed to guard the 
paflages betwixt Roxburgh and Berwic, and 
to watch at certain places and fords of the ri- 
ver> in Order to difcover and advertife the 
country of the approach of an enemy, which 
they were to do in this manner : They, for ex- 
ample, who watched at the ford near Hume, 
upon the enemy's approach, were to make a 
bail, that is, fet on a great fire, at Hume, which 
teing feen by the neighbouring country, bails 
were in the fame manner to be made at Dun- 
bar, Haddington, Dalkeith, the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, Stirling, Dumbarton, &c. a^ alfo at 
Eggerhope-caftle, Soltray-edge, and on the 
fea-coafts, as at Dunpender-law and North - 
Berwic-law. By one bail or fire thus fet on, 
the country was to underftand that the enemy 
was at hand;, who, if he feemed confiderably 
ftrong, in that cafe, two bails were to be fet, 
like two candles together; or three or four, 
iiC<:ording to the exigence and danger that 

might 
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migjbt be threatened. By this means it was a. a 1455. 
eafy to advertife moft part of the kingdom, 
within a few hours^ of the approach and * 
ftrength of an enemy, before it was poflible for 
them to pafe the Tweed c and then, continues 
the record, confidering their far paflage (great 
diftance) we fliall, God willing, be as foon 
ready as they; all people by weft of Edin- 
s burgh being thereby warned and commanded 
to draw to Edinburgh, and from Edinburgh 
caft to Haddington.'' 

Other precautions for the fafety of the bor- tndfortiie 
ders againft the Engliih were taken in the fame t^riLsl 
parliament. The eaft borders were to be pro- 
vided with garrifons, confifting of two hun- 
dred fpears and two hundred bows. Thofe on 
the U'eft were to contain a hundred fpears, and 
as many bows ; and the expence of the whole 
was to be defrayed by an equal affeflment of 
the landholders, which was to be fent to the 
exchequer by the flieriffs. Every gentleman 
or baron was obliged to keep his houfe in tc* 
nan table repair, fo as to refift any fudden fur- 
prife ; and to maintain a number of able-bodied 
men, if called upon to the field, againft the 
^ common enemy. 

While the legiflature were making thofe pro- 
vifions againft the Englifh in the South, the Ro^ ^"fc- 
throne of James was fliaken in the North. 
The earl of Rofs (the hiftory of whofe family 
is impenetrable at this time) renewed his claims 

of 
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A. D, 1455, of independency upon the crown of ScotlsuSd; 
and carried, it fo far as to declare lut^folf king 
of the Ifles, if we ire to believe fymc auditors, 
whofe credit I can fee no reafoB to doubt:. He 
was in the North what Douglas, was in the 
^outh, a profefled cha^ipion for the feudal go? 
yernment; and he coi)fidered the^ afts- of the 
civil power 2s invafions of his property, fomc 
part of whifh had been by the lat^ fiajtutes an* 
nexed to the crown. His pre;fiiniptio|i, if pof- 
fible, exceeded that of Douglas^ Mjfith whon^ 
be kept a clofe correfpondence ; but he was in- 
capable, of friendihipy. becaufe he injiagined h<^ 
had no eqi^al. It is tho:aght,^ an4 not without 
reafbn, that he was enpouraged by the Eng-* 
1456. lifh.; fcfr, in the beginning of the year 1456, he, 
r^ifed an army, which muft' hay©: been, confi- 
dei:^le, . becaufe it over-ran Argylq, Lochaber^, 
piart of Murray, and the ifle of Arran* He;- 
drove the bifliop . of the Ifles out of his diocefe j 
l^e took and laid in afhes the ca(Ue< and town, 
of Inyernefs ; and nothing but, t^e inability of 
the earl of Douglas apd the Englifh to fiipport 
hivf^f flopped his barbarous progrefs. The 
carls of. Northuipberland and Douglas were 
now afting in concert, and had invaded the 
bprders ; but were defeated by the earl of An* 
gus and Sir James Hamilton, the fame who 
had been formerly fo much attached to Dou- 
glas. The news of their defeat difconcerted 
the earl of Rofs; and his lady, who was a fa- 
vourite 
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vdttlitie vdih James, and daughter to lord he- A.iy.us6, 
^ingftob, hiaid tli€ addrefe, in imitation of the 
counttfs of Douglas, to be taken under the 
J)rotcftioh of James^ againft the barbarous 
mfage (as -fee pretended) of her,hti{batid. Her 
diflrcfe, whether real br fictitious, mollified 
James ; and, by what iippears in hiftory, {he at 
kft procured her hirfbknd's pardon. I am, 
however, inclined to bdieve, that foifae cir- 
cumftances interpofed which have not come to 
oiir knowledge, and that the earPs pardon was 
OMdng rather to a treaty than a fubmiffion. 
Lindfay of Pitfcottie fays, that James having 
been inftrumental in the marriage bdtween this 
kdy and the earl, gave her a feparatfe eftate, 
on which flie fubfifted according to her quality. 

Though the vigour atid wifdona of the king citUimyUi. 
had fabdued faftioh,^ he could not extinguifli 
its fpirit. One Thornton, who had been a do* 
meftic about court, but a partizan of the Doiig^ 
laffes, killed (we are told treacheroufly) Sir John 
Sandilands of Calder, and Allah Stuart, a per- 
fon of confiderable diftinftioh j but the police ' 
of the government Was then on fo excellent a 
footing, that the murderer and his accomplices 
were immediately apprehended, and publicly 
executed. This year was fatal to feveral of the 
great Scotch nobility, particiilarly to Hay, the 
earl of Errol, Creighton earl of Caithnefs, to 
William lord Crichton, formerly chancellor, a 
wife aod ah intrepid ftatefman, and the earl of 

Craw- 
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A.D. 1456. Crawford, befides feveral other pcrfons of note* 
On the twenty-fecond of July .this year, the 
earl of Douglas, though entirely ruined in Scot* 
land, was in fo great coniideration at the court 
of England, that his penfion was renewed. This 
was owing partly to his having fubmitted to be 
a fubjedt of England, and partly to the intereft 
he ftill had in the borders ; but the firmnefs of 
James defeated all his hopes of being reftorcd 
to his family-eftates. 
cooa tgrcc- The king, who may be properly ftiled a pa- 
^""eoi triot-monarch, perfevered in his wife refolution 
JiT^'tiu- of making the laws and the advice of his par- 
liament the meafures of his government. Few 
of his predeceffors had ever been in a more 
defirable fituation than he was at this timej 
and on the nineteenth of October he.again called, 
his parlianaent, to lay before it the ftate of his 
kingdom. A peftilence had already made fome 
progrefs in Scotland ; and the wifeft precaution^ 
were made ufe of to prevent its fpreading. Pro- 
per meafures were taken for the due admini- 
ftration of juftice. The coinage was reformed; 
the internal commerce of the kingdom, in hold- 
ing fairs and markets, was regulated; but, above 
all, the borders, which had coft the kingdom 
iuch deluges of blood, were put in a proper 
ftate of defence. The members were no ftrangers 
to the diftrafted ftate ^of England at this time, 
when the difputes between the houfes of York 
and Lancafter were at the higheft ; and therefore 

they 
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they were of opinion that their country had a.d. 1456, 
nothing to apprehend from that quarter. Among 
the other excellent regulations of James, he 
had habituated his borderers to the cultivation 
of lands, which had relieved them from the 
neceffity of preying either upon the Englifli or 
their own countrymen. Notwithftanding thofe 
precautions^ this parJiament eftablifhed a regu- 
lar militia, that was to be always in readinefs in 
cafe of an invafipn, Wappinfliawings, ormuf- 
terings, were appointed to be held once a 
month ; and all able-bodied males, between the 
ages of -fixteen and fixty, were ordered to be 
provided, according. to their feveral ranks with 
horfes and armour for the field. The king was 
empowered to oblige (for the word, requeft, fig- 
nifies no other) the greater towns to provide 
artillery and ammunition, and likewife engi'- 
neers and other workmen for managing and 
condufting the train. Other excellent regula- 
tions, with regard to peace and war, were 
made by the fame parliament ; and it is to be 
lamented, that proper care has not been taken 
to tranfmit their ads to pofl:erity. Enough^ 
however, remains to give us an high idea of the 
government of James, and to prove the noble 
difpofitions he made for abolifhing the barbae 
rities entailed by the feudal times upon his 
fubjefts. 

Scotland, at this time, fcems to have enjoyed H57. 
a profound tranqmlity, which James employed lemdo- 

VOL. IV. G to regulaaoni. 
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A.!). 1457. to the b^ft of purpofes, that of accuftx)ttt{tag life 
fubjeds to the habits oF civil life. OH tht ele^ 
vehth of juile, 1457, the Scotch and the JEngliih 
plenipotentiaries met at Coventry, where they 
agreed td a truce froitt the fixth of July foUow- 
' ing to the fixth of the fattie month^, t45'9. The 
Scotch commiffioners werfe, Patric Ibfd fera^ 
ham, Mr. Thomas Vaus, dean of Gla^ow, and 
fecretary of ftate, ahd ^George Finlaw, mer- 
chant; the cohferVators of. the peace lieing the 
6ails of Athol, ftofs, Angus, liuntldy^ and 
Caithnefs ; the lords Somerville, Max^el, Mont- 
gomery, Gray; Sit fiavid Hume, AleiaActer 
Htime, "Walter Sc6t, Thomas Cranfton of Crati- 
fton, jfohnjohnfton of Johnfton, Or^mlftonof, 
Ormifron, ftcrtherford 6f Rutherfotd, feer of 
Cesfora, ^m-rky oPCoc^pool, CarlMle of Tor- 
thorWaid, and Others. Tliis negotiation beiitg 
finiflied, he called another parliamcfnt at Edin- 
^ ^^ burgh on the fixth of Marc!h, 1457-6. The 
proc^eedings of this parliament are extremely 
remarkable, and throw great lights upon the " 
exerdfe of jurifprudence in Scotland bfe'fore the 
inftitution of the prefent cotirt of felfion. Ac- 
cording to the ideas We canform,juftiee was then 
adminiftdred by rotation of the nobflity, clergy^ 
Atcf. knd burgeflfes. The judges were appointed to 
cromby. g^^ dftriug the fpacc of forty days, three times 
in the year, at Edinburgh, Perth, and Aberdeen. 
The lords appointed to fit at Aberdeen were 
the bifliop of Rofe, orCaithncfs, or Murray, the 

abbot 
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4l)bo^ of Pf^ir-cl^in, nqyr Deny-deiri and Mn a. 0.1459. 
W^ter Will, foy the clergy ; the pari of Exrpl, 
thp lord Qlamis, and the lQr4 Forbes, for the 
l>aroQS ; John Fife, Andrew Mepzies, and WaU 
ter Xhomp^n, for thp boroughs. They who 
ha4 con^niiffion to fit in the fecond (eflion at 
Perth^ wgrp the bifhop of Dpnkpid, thp abbot 
of |uin4or£;5, and the archcjean of St. Andrew's, 
fpr the clergy; the lord Gray, Patric of Ratray, 
and Thomas Abercron^by of Abercromby, for 
the barops; Archibald Stuart, Robert ]\Iercer, 
and David Spalding, for the boroughs. They, 
in fine, whpfe commiflion obliged them to fit 
ip the third feflion at Edinburgh, yycTC the bi- 
fliop of Glafgow, or Galloway, or any other 
biihop the king fhould think fit to name, the 
ajbbpt of Holyrood-houfe, and proyoft of lin- 
jclq^den, for the clergy ; the lords Lindfay and 
Hales for the barons ; William Cranfton, Alex- 
ander Napier, and Robjert Nairn, for the bo- 
roughs. 

From th,ofe courts no appeal lay, cither to Co«ti of 
tf^ king or parliament ; and it is plain, frpni ^ *^"^ 
the co^ftitutipn, that every man of property 
was fiipppfed to have a coippetent knowledge 
of the laws of his x»untry. The copimiffions 
of the ju5ige« expired with the year. The ya- 
icancjies w^re fupplied by the Jsing apd his 
5X)un.c^l tiU a »ew meeting of parliament. Thejr 
were to ferve on their own charges, ** which 
they naight do the more eafily, fays the aft, 

Gz becapfe 
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IUP.I45S* bccaufc of the fhort time of their attendance, 
and in regard that it would not, perhaps, come 
to their turn to fit again once in feven years.'* 
I fiiall make no farther obfervations upon this 
diftribution of juftice, than that every peer of 
England, to this day, is by his birth a judge 
in civil caufes ; and the whole body forms a 
jury for the trial of their own peers. The 
knowledge of law was far from' being excluded 
by this arrangement; for the praftifing law- 
yers at the bar were ftill entitled to offer their 
advice in council to the judges in all civil mat- 
ters J and the fliort duration of their commit- 
fions is eftablifhed on the trueft principles of 
liberty, 
$ni the The coinage ftill requiring regulation, came 

gwUted. ;igain under the cognizance of this parliament. 
This feem3 to have been a matter of great dif- 
ficulty in Scotland. Upon the reftoration of 
James the firft •^, he found his coinage in great 
diforder; and his parliament put the mint on 
the fame footing as that of England. This re- 
gulation was, however, very ill obferved ; but 
in this parliament it was decreed, that the new 
money flxould be of equal weight with that of 
England ; and that eight groats fliould be ftruck 
out of every ounce of pure filver, each groat 
to be of the value of twelve pennies, though 
?it firft it was only of eight. The truth is, the 

* Spp Ktt4di|xu|n> P|rtfac^ to Anderfon> S^le^s, p. 71* 
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regulations of the mint in Scotland were always a.d.i4sS« 
aflPeded by the ftate of coinage in the neigh- 
bouring nations, and conFequently fo fludu- 
ating, that, notwithftanding the labours, of 
the accurate Ruddiman, all our information on 
that fubjecl is unfatisf^dory. Even the parlia- 
ment itfelf feems to be at a lofs how to pro- 
ceed ; for, after various deliberations, it was 
refolved to name a committee, which was to 
attend the king, and fettle the affair. The 
next bufinefs that fell under the confideration 
of this aflembly was the ftate of hofpitals, 
erected for the relief of the fick and poor. In 
Scotland, as in England, before the Reforma- 
tion, provifions were made for charitable pur- 
pofes among the religious houfes ; but the dif- 
treffes and combuftions of the times had too 
frequently rendered them ineffechial. This 
parliament provided, that the chancellor, af- 
fitted by two proper perfons of each diocefe, 
fhould vifit all the hofpitals in the kingdom, 
to put in force the ftatutes of their feveral 
foundations ; and when thefe could not be re- 
covered, they were to apply to the king for a 
remedy. 

The moft remarkable aft of this parliament, 
however, related to the future conftitution of that 
body 5 for the members declared it advifeable, 
that no freeholder, whofe eftate did not amount 
to twenty pounds of yearly revenue fliould be 
conftrained to come to the parliament or ge- 
neral 
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A*D. 1458, neral cQuncil, unlefs he was a barop, or be esf:^ 
prefly called by the king's writ, or by an officer 
in his name. This provifion, xyx ^ great nae^e 
fure^ accounts for the majority which the kingis 
of Scotland generally had in their parlian^pntsf 
but I cannot perceive that any argument can 
be formed from it in favour of the prerogative^ 
with which Abercroraby and othqr writers 
want to invefl: their kings. As I have more 
than once hinted, the fubje<^s looked upon their 
attendance in parliament as a grievance ; and 
its being difpcnfed with may be confidered a$ 
an acquifiition on the part of liberty, before the 
great feudal courts were aboliihed. , It cannot, 
however, be diffembled, that when that aboli- 

Quafifica- 

tiooi of tion took place, this law ^operated ftrpngly ia 
"wSi^cnu favour of the prerogative. Upon the whole^ 
there is fomewhat doubtful in the maimer of 
' wording the act, as it implies, that a freeholder 
who had not twenty pounds a year might, if 
he pkafed, givp his attendance in parliament, 
thougih he could not be compelled to it. The 
internal policy of the kingdom was another 
capital objeft of this parliament, efpqcially wit^ 
regard to agriculture. It was provided, tha^ 
every man poflefled of a plough and oxen 
!fiiould fow a certain quantity of wh^at, peafe, 
and beans, yearly ; and all freeholders, both 
fpiritual and temporal, when they lett their 
lands* were to oblige their tenants to raife 
trees, hedges, and broom. Several fumptuary 

laws 
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laws were likewife enaAed in the fame feffion. *•!>.. ♦«». 
No infewhants, unlefs they trcrc magiftrates, 
baUiffs, 6r of the town-council, and no baroa 
or genUeman, who was not pofleffed of forty 
pounds old extent, was to wear iUk cloaths, 
br coftly rcarlet, with fuVs,- nor were their 
wives or daughters to be drefled in either, but 
in a inaftner agreeable to their fortunes. The 
great noblfcs, however, and clergymen were 
ijlowed tb wear fcarlet gowns with rich fur- 
Ting. Coarfe grey and white cloaths were to 
be Worn by the common people on working 
days; buf on holidays they were indulged in 
wearing doaths of other colours. Women, 
were prohibited to refort either to church or 
market with their faces covered, fo as not to be 
known. 

The feme parliament enafted, that every pa- -_,.; 
nd aould provide, tor the ufe of the inhabi- "^- 
tants, butts and bow-marks, where they were ^"**' 
to praaife fliooting every Sunday; and tliis 
provifion was to extend to every male between 
the ages of twelve ind fifty. Fines were im, 
pofed upon aU who abfentfed themfelves on 
fuch occafions, and diftributed among thofe 
wbo praaifed thofe exercifes of archery; but 
tbe divei^ons of foot-bafl and golf (whicb laft 
feems to have been peculiar to the Scots) were 
prohiWted. To give a farther blow to the feu- 
dal inftitutions, the king had a power of regu- 
btmg the ftewards* cQurts, or, as they are cafled, 

the 
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A.0. 1458. the chamberlain's air? ; and the officers who 
abufed their powers of regality were rendered 
puniihable« A common meafure was ordained, 
and infpeftors appointed to examine the fine- 
nefe of gold and filver works. The laws againft 
beggars, excepting thofe who were licenfed by 
the civil piagiftrates, were revived ; and the 
king's juftice was empowered to banifli or im- 
prifon all gypfies, forners, bards, mafterful 
beggars, and feigned fools. Lords, prelates, 
barons, and freeholders, were permitted to lett 
their lands in fee-farm, a provifion which, I 
apprehend, was aimed againft ,the folio wings 
of the great landholders ; and the flieriffs, with 
the proper magiftrates, were . ordeiedr to turn 
out all perfons who unjuftly kept poffeiSon of 
any man's eftate. Many excellent game-laws 
were_ enafted ; and particular encouragement 
was given to thofe who deftroyed wolves and 
birds of prey. The laws relating to high-trea- 
fon came next under the cognizance of the 
affembly ; and forfeiture of goods and lofs of 
life at the king's pleafure, were the penalties 
df leafing-makingi or of fpreading falfe reports 
of the king to his people. The like punilh- 
ment was decreed againft thofe who entered 
iiito treafonable bonds or affociations ; and the 
fubjecls were ftriftly prohibited from riding in 
a warlike manner with any but the. king and 
his officers, or the lord of the burgh. The 
ftrifteft prohibitions were, enafted againft any 

tumul- 
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tumultuous attendance upon civil or fpiritual a.d.x45S« 
courts ; and every traveller, upon entering his 
inn, "wras to lay afide all his armour but a knife, 
becaufe the law prefumed the iheriff to be the 
guardian of the fubjeds fafety within his dif- 
trid. 

Among the other political difeafes of thofe Rpguiat^ont 
times, was the great temptation which the tub- racy, 
jedb of Scotland had to commit ads of piracy ; 
and as they were excellent mariners, every ftate 
in Europe had a number of them in its fervice. 
Their licentioufnefs produced complaints from 
the neighbouring powers, and great inconveni* 
cncies to the public ; fo that this parliament, 
among its other excellent regulations, thought 
proper to limit the number of failors. For the 
better promulgation of thofe laws, all fherifTs 
and commiflaries of burghs through the kingdom 
were ordered to wait upon the clerk of the re- 
gifter, who was to furniih them with tranfcripts 
of the fcveral ads, to be proclaimed within their 
jurifdidions. The affembly, before thiey rofe, 
gave a fignal teftimony of their king's patri- 
otifm. They addrefled him, in terms of the 
warmeft gratitude, for the flourifhing ftate to 
which he had brought the crown and kingdom^ 
by removing out of it all rebels and breakers 
of the peace, and fufFcring no mafterful party 
(for fuch is their expreffion) to live in the reahn. 
They concluded, by humbly petitioning him to 
caufe their ftatutes to be put in execution, that 

VoL.IV, H he 
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he and all his fubjefts, fpiritual and temporal, 
might merit the divine ben edition. 

I have been the more follicitous to lay before, 
my reader the chief bufincfs of this parliament, 
becaufe it gives him a much clearer idea thaii 
he can obtain by any other information, of the 
ftate of Scotland at this time. Whoever com- 
pares theEnglifli proceedings of parliament, or 
the ftate of legiflation in France and other coun- 
tries, at the juncture I now treat of, muft al- 
low the advantage to lie on the fide of the Scots, 
with regard to their late regulations, both of li- 
berty and government. Every aft I have men- 
tioned had a direft and immediate tendency to 
relieve both the king and the people from feun 
dal oppofition and opprefEon. How thofe ex- 
^cellent provifions came afterwards to be neg- 
lefted, will beft appear in the courfe of this 
hiftory. 

The firft-fruits of the harmony between the 
king and his people appeared in a new treaty 
of truce, which was fet on foot with England, 
in July 145^. The bifhops of Galloway and 
Brechin, the laft being likewife chancellor of 
Scotland, the earl of Orkney and Caithnefs, 
the lords Graham, Boyd, and Borthwic, and 
Nicholas Otterburn, who was clerk-regifter, 
with feveral other plenipotentiaries, both eccle- 
fiaftics and laics, had^a meeting at Newcaftle 
with th^ Englifh ambaffadors, at the head of 
whom was the bifliop of Durham. There the 

truce 
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truce was prolonged on the twelfth of Septem- 
ber till the eighth of July, 1468, the terms and 
confervators of it being the fame as before. The 
prolongation of this truce, at a time when there 
was an almofl total ceflation of ^ government in 
England, and when Henry the fixth, or rather 
his queen, had been entirely defeated at the 
battle of Northampton, exhibited an eminent 
proof of the moderation of James and his coun- 
cil- Some time before, Henry (in whofe name, 
though he was a prifoner, public acts then paf- 
fed) had iflued a commiffiion to the earl of Sa- 
lifbury to oppofe the Scots ; a proof that it was 
expeded James, would avail himfelf of the junc- 
ture. This was the more probable, as he had 
received (notwithftanding the bonds of confan- 
guinity between them) the higheft provocations 
from the houfe of Lancafler, which had omitted 
no opportunity of abetting the enemies of hi& 
crown, and encouraging rebels to his govern- 
ment. Lindfay of Pitfcottie ha& entertained 
his readers with feveral formal orations that ' 
pafled between the Englifh ambafTadors and 
James on the' occafion. He tells us, that the 
duke of York and his party offered to give him 
back Northumberland, Berwic, and other pla- 
ces. The anfwer of James is well worthy of 
being recorded. He acknowledged the prefer- 
able right of blood which the duke of York 
had to the crown of England ; but he obferved 
that Henry, his father, and grandfather, had< 

H 2 been 
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I. D. 1459. ^^^ uniycrfally received as kiogs^ a confide-* 
ration which he thought had great weight*. 
He complained bitterly, at the fame time, of 
the provocations he had met with from Henry 
and the houfe of Lancafter ; and at lafi: feemed 
inclined to accept of the terms propofed by the 
Yorkifis, provided the ailnbafiadors would un* 
dertake to anfwer for the performance. 

During this negociation, the qixeen of Eng- 
land, after lofing battle upon battle, and being 
ftripped of all her jewels, was obliged to apply 
to James for an afylum. Her diftrcfs, and that 
of his kinfman, thie duke of Somerfet, who at- 
tended her, pleaded in her favour ; and Jamea 
ordered that Ihe fliould be received upon his 
borders in a manner fuitable to her rank and 
dignity. By what can be colleded from the 
beft. hiftorians, the queen was not ignorant of 
the negociation on foot between James and the 
Yorkifts; and flie offered to make good aU 
that they had prcfmifed, and likewife to dif- 
mifs the earl of Douglas (who had been of in- 
finite ufc to her party) from Henry's fervice. 
Her propofals ftaggered- James ; but I do not 
find that he pofitively declared himfelf for either 
party. I am, however, inclined ta believe^ 
that he at laft was determined in favour of the 
houfe of Lancafter, and that the duke of York, 
having fucceeded againft Henry beyond his ex- 
pectations, had cooled in the offers he made ; 
for it is certain. he gave fecret orders to the 

gar- 
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garrifon of Roxburgh to defend that caftle to A-D.^iS^ 
the laft extremity againft the Scots. * James 
difcovered his duplicity, and upbraided his am* 
bafladors, who were ftill at the Scotch court, 
with bis condud; but all the anfwer he re«- 
ceived was, *« That the negociation was at an 
end, and that the duke confidered himfelf as 
being under no engagements to James," Such . 
is the manner in which Lindfay has very 
mi!nutely related this tranfadion, and it is con^ 
firmed by many circumftances ; for we find — 

James, about this time, treating with the Lan- 
cafter party about repairing fome breaches of 
the late truce. It is certain that James raifed a 
gallant arnay, with which he invaded England, 
with a declared refolution to befifege the caftles 
of Roxburgh and Berwic, which he did at the . 
fame time. This conduft of James, \«;hen we Rymw, wi. 
confider Henry as his ally, and the truce ^^' ^'^'* 
between them as ftill fubfifting, was un- 
doubtedly defenfible. We are uncertain to 
whom he committed the care of the fiege of 
Berwic; but we know that he undertook 
that of Roxburgh in perfon; and having laid 
the town in alhes, he battered the caftle, which 
made a vigorous rcfiftance. 

Never was any prince better ferved by his ^here he w 
fubjeds than James was in this expedition, i-il"*'*"^ 
The turbulent earl of Rofs joined him with a 
gallant body of Highlanders, with whom he 
propofed to form the van of the Scotch army, 

and 
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A. D. 1460. and to fcour all the neighbouring country. 
James received him with great politenefs, but 
told him, that he was direfted by his council 
in the operations of the war, and defired he 
would pitch his tent near the royal pavilion ; 
from which we may conclude that James was 
not fond of trufting the earl with a feparate 
command. About the fame time, the earl of 
Huntley, who had often manifefted his loyalty, 
arrived in the camj) with another body of men ; 
and his arrival was fo welcome to Jancies, that 
he went to the trenches, where he ordered a 
general difcharge of all his artillery, of which 
he had a very fine train^ The order proved 
fatal to James. One of the cannons, called the 
LyoHj burft, and part of it ftruck him on the 
thigh, as he was ftanding near it with greater 
curiofity than became a king, fo that he expired 
iijftantly. This fatal accident happened on the 
third of Auguft 1460. The nobility who were 
prefent concealed his death, for fear of difcou- 
raging the foldiers ; and, in a few hours after, the 
queen appeared in the camp, and prefented her 
young fon, afterwards the unfortunate James 
the third, as their king, but undertook herfelf 
to be their general. 
Fischa- I have been fo full upon the perfon and poli- 

tical virtues of this excellent prince, that I have 
but little to add to his charafter. His body 
was robuft, aftive, and fitted for martial exer- 
cifes. A red fpot he had in one of his cheeks 

procured 
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procured him the appellation of James with the A.D.14^ 
Fiery Face ; and the blow he gave the earl of 
Douglas proved that the phyfiognomifts were 
not mi^ftaken when they pronounced it to be 
an indication of his natural temper. When we 
confider his youth, the great oppofition he met 
with in the field, and thefirmnefs of his whole 
condud, we cannot think the higheft enco** 
miums beftowed upon him to have been exag- 
gerated. No prince ever expreffed a more ten- 
der regard for the liberties of his fubjecls, and 
none ever reigned more abfolutely in their af- 
fedions. It is equally to his and their honour, 
that they exaded nothing from him that a 
brave and a wife prince could refufe to granl^ 
nor he aught from them that the moft jealous 
votaries of liberty could hefitatc to perform ; 
and we venture nothing in faying, that the 
Scots under him were the fteeft people upon 
earth. After h^ took the reins of govern- 
ment into his own hands, he managed them fo 
fteadily, that he was feldom obliged to follow 
fanguinary meafures. He punifhed the earl of 
Ormond upon principle, becaufe, as I have of- 
ten hinted, he and his friends had formed and 
maintained a regular fyftem of tyranny, incom- 
patible with a free government Major, who 
might have feen thofe who knew him perfoiv- 
ally, fays he had a peculiar art of conciliating 
the love of his foldiers, by a deportment equally 
martial as it was familiar. He was no more 

than 
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A. D. 1460. than thirty years of age at the time of his 
death, and yet he was never under the influ- 
ence of a favourite j for he knetv how to chufe 
the wifeli and worthieft inen of his kingdom 
to be his counfellors. His iiOTue by his wife, 
auidiflbe. Mary of Guelders, were James, who fucceeded 
him, Alexander duke of Albany, John earl of 
Mar ; and two daughters, the ladies Margaret 
and Cxcilia. In his coins he is reprefented with 
a clofe crown ; and Mr. Anderfon has aiSgned 
him for his devjce a laurel garland, within 
which is infcribed the name of God in Hebrew 
charafters, with the motto, In,virtut€ tua. Upon 
the whole, it may be affirmed with great truth, 
that the reign of James the fecond was more 
glorious than that of any other of the Stuartine 
princes preceding him ; and, if we except that of 
his grandfon, James the fourth, of any of his 
fucceffors, while Scotland remained an indepen* 
dent kingdom. 

JAMES THE THIRD. 

fff^***^ h T^l^^S prince was not full feven years of 

acceffion of ' X agc at thc time of his fither*s deiath. His 

t^ird. mother continued to behave with unexampled 

magnanimity, but took tlie wife precaution of 

carrying her fon to Kelfp, where fome fay he 

* was 
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was Crowned^ and the nobility and barons paid a<d. h^*. 
him homage and allegiance. Returning from 
Kelfo, flie pufeed the fiege of Roxburgh-caftlc . 
with fo much vigour, that the garrifon in a 
few days capitulated, on being allowed to de- 
part with bag and baggage ; but we are told 
the caftle itfelf was demoliihed, the Scots hav- 
ing then no enemy in the field, and gave fuU 
fcope to their revenge of their king's death, by 
laying the country walle,' and carrying off a 
great booty. Towards September, they took 
and difmantled the caftle of Wark ; and then 
it was refolved that a parliament ihould be 
held at Edinburgh. The duke of York, at 
this time, was mafter of the Englifli govern- 
ment, and declared to be next heir to the 
crown, though the title of king was confirn^ed 
to Henry during his natural life. There can 
be no doubt that the Scots had now openly 
declared for the houfe of Lancafter; and the 
aftive queen Margaret remained ftill in the 
fouth of Scotland, where flie met with great 
fuccefs in affembling her army, cpnfifting.of the 
inhabitants of both kingdoms. The duke of 
York had countermanded the earl of Salifbury 's 
joining him from the borders of Scotland ; and 
Henry had been prevailed upon to give hisi 
name to a fummons, requiring his queen and • 
his eldeft fon, and the heads of her party, tp 
appear at London, to which they paid no at- 
tention. Jler army was compofed of eighteen 
Vol. IV. I thoufand 
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*i>. i4?6o: thoufand fighting men ; and the duke of York^ 

encouraged by his fomaer fucce&s, refolyfed to 

fight it, though he was far inferior in nuiubcis* 

' This brought On the battle of Wakefield, ia 

which the duke and his young fon, the earl o£ 

Rutland^ were kiUed, and their troops totally 

M^^u defeated, early in the year t^6i. I flbill not 

purfue the hiftory of this war farther than as it 

is conne^ed with the afiairs of Scotland^ 

Affaiwof The' earl of March, afterwards Edward the 

Xngland. 

fourth, fucceeded to the claim and titles of his 
fiither the duke of York. At firft, he gained a 
Battle at a place called Mortimer's Crofs; but 
the queen advanced towards London : at the 
head of the Scots and the northern troops. The 
lofs of James the fecond was now feverely felt* 
The queen^ full df implacable revenge, had 
promifed to the Scots the plunder of her ene- 
mies eft ates; and they behaved in fo licentious 
a manner as afterwards turned the fcale of 
viftory in favour of the Yorkifts. She, how* 
ever, defeated the earl of Warwic at St Alban's, 
ahd recovered the perfon of her hufband. The 
ravages of the Scots continuing, it was with 
difficulty that fhe and the king could feve the 
abbey of St Alban's from being pltmdered; 
but, in the mean while, ihe loft all the fruits of 
her late vidories, by the Londoners admitting 
the duke of York into their city, while Mar- 
garet waiS obliged to retreat, and the duke took 
'^'ofleffion of the: throne. Shennet with no op- 
> pofition 
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portion in &er march to Scotland, wlia:e bcr ^ ^r^^.l* 
phief dependence now lay ; but it is proper we 
Should ^eiame the affairs of that kingdom. 
, Buchanan has here artfully takpn occafion to ^^®^» 
jitjplay his powers both of reafoning and elo^ oppofc^thc 
qu6Qce<j and as hi$ narrative is- not impeached 
i>y other hiftorians of different principles, I fliaU 
here 'give it a place. At; the meeting of the 
parliament, the queen took up her lodging in 
the caftle, as the bifliop of St. Andrew's and 
the earl of Angus did theirs in the abbey of 
Holy-rood houfe. When the parliament afflem- 
Jbled, it was divided into two parties. One fided 
with the queen, who contended for the guar- 
dianihip of her fon, the king. The major par- 
ty, however, was that of the bifliop and the 
^ar], who infilled ypon the young prince being 
jmt under the care of a tutor, chofen by parlia- 
ment. After the affenably had debated this 
point for two days, the queen and her followers , 
came from the caftle, and Ihe caufed herfelf to 
rbe declared the king's tutrix, and governefs of 
the jkingdpm. The queen then retired to the 
ca^e,. and bifhop Kennedy demanding an au- 
dience of the multitude, which continued ftill 
aflembled, begged them to fufpend their judg^ 
,xQ€nts^ becaufe he Xvas fully able to prove that 
the queen's proceeding was partial and uncon- 
Ititutional. He no fooner finiihed his harangue, 
th^ an armed party appeared for the queen 
from the caftle; and blood-ihed mufihave en- 

1 2 fued. 
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A.D. X461. {xitdy had not the bifliopis of Glafgow, Galloway; 
arid Dumblain interpbfed with the earl of Angus, 
and prevailed on both parties to confent to a truce 
for a month. Thus far the narrative of Buchanan, 
when we confider the high fpirit of the queen^ 
is probable ; but it ferves to introduce a feverc 
fatire upon female government, with an eye to 
that of his own fovereign, Mary queen of Scots. 
He brings the queen into the affembly after 
its meeting, where flie pleads her own caufe. 
iShe is anfwered in a long formal fpeech, in 
which we are at a lofs which moft to admire, 
the purity of its language, the pedantic pueri- 
lity of its arguments, its perverfion of hiftory, 
or the grofs indecency with which the whole 
fex is abufed. 
wtfdcm ©f Since therefore we are to, confider this fpeech 
paiiiamcnu ^g ^^^ produft of Buchauan's brain, fruitful in 
fuch forgeries, I fliall only obferve, that the 
good bifliop had many very plaufible, and fome 
'^ weighty, arguments to urge in favour of his 

fcheme, without being obliged to defcend to 
fcurrility and fophiftry. The queen had be- 
haved with great magnanimity, and had done 
the public important fervices ; but, on the other 
hand, flie was a foreigner, and might be under 
the influence of her relations. She was young, 
and by marrying either a fubjeft or a ftranger, 
the public tranquillity, if not fafety, might be 
hazarded. The parliariient wifely otferved a 
^ paean between both parties. They committed, 

in- 



O F S C OT L A N D. 6i 

indeed, the care of the king^s perfon to four a. 0.1461. 
lords of parliament, the lord Graham and the 
lord Boyd, who were of the queen's party ; the 
carl of . Orkney and the lord Kennedy, who 
were 'the biftop's friends ; and the bifliops of 
Glafgow and Diinkeld, who were fuppofed to 
te of no party at all. 

The hiilhop.of St. Andrew's ftill retained his 
authority; and t^ie nation continued to have 
fo good ap opinion of his virtue and wifdona, 
that it is univerfally allowed, the adminiftra- 
tion could not have been put into better hands. 
In the mean while, the affairs of the houfe of 
Lancafler fuflfered a dreadful reverfe in England, 
Edward thie fourth had been acknowledged 
]cing by the Londoners, and had gained the , 
great battle of Touton, in which thirty -fix thou- 
&nd Lancaflrians were killed. This obliged 
Henry to retire to Berwic (which he committed 
to the care of the duke of Somerfet) and then 
to Edinburgh, with his queen and only fon, ^ 

where the royal exiles were received with the 
lutmoft politenefs and humanity. It would have 
been a blameable difintereftednefs in the Scotch • 
jninifters, had they refufed to avail themfelves 
of the junchire. Henry had ftill a great party 
in England, and the Frenqh court feemed in- 
clinable to declare in his favour. The Scots 
had always thought that the detention of Ber- 
wic, which had 'fallen into 'Edward the third's 
hfip^s, during the minority of his brother^iu'' 

law. 
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A.D.1461. law, David the fecond, was little better than a 
robbery, and they had always complained of it 
as fuch. It was eafy for Margaret to percei^vce, 
that flic could not make a more agreeable facd* 
iice to the intereft of her hufband than the re- 
fiitution of that town ; and indeed it was the 
only retribution^that was in her power to make^ 
though fhe offered to reftore Carlifle likewife* 
p"346l' "' No difficulty occurred in this negociation, and, 
Bcrwic re qu the twcuty-fifth of April, the Scots actually 
Scotland., entered into repoffeffion of Berwic. 
The Scots The fimilarity of charafter between Margaret 
Hcn^the ^^^ ^^^ queen-doWager of Scotland, drew the 
t^^\^^:, . bonds of union between the two families ftill 

rngJand ana 

hu queen, nearer ; for they agreed that Edward, Henry's 
eldeft fon, who ftill kept the title of prince of 
Wales, fhould efpoufe the lady Margaret, the 
eldeft fifter of James. The flouriihing ftate of 
Scotland, at this time, gave Margaret the moft 
fanguine hopes that they would terminate in 
the reftoration of her hulband ; but one of her 
chief dependences lay. upon the earl of Angus. 
That nobleman, though a Douglas, had always 
been, a friend to his country, and had oppofed 
the tyrannical proceedings of the head of his 
family, many of whofe eftates he now inherited ; 
fo that he was undoubtedly the firft fubjeft of 
' Scotland, both in power and popularity. I 
do not find he took any lead in civil affairs; 
but being warden of the marches, he had done 
his country moft important fervices by his in* 

roads 
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roa^ds upon England. He foon bcca,me an ob- a. d. 14551, 
jeft of Margaret's attention j and, by a charter 
which is ftill in poffeflion of the defcendants of 
the earPs family, ^ Henry, being affured of all J"P°|j^i^^. 
the afliftaiice. in< the power of the earl to give mentoftkc 
him, obliged himfelf to give to George earl of Angu«. 
Angus and his heirs cectaip. lands lying between 
the rivers of Trent and Humber, to the value 
of ttiro thoufand merks fterling of yearly rent ; 
to ered; thofe lands into a dukedom ; to make, 
it lawful for the faid earl or duke to repair to 
th^ court of England, or to the faid dukedom, 
as of ten as he pleafed, with a retinue of one 
himdred horfe in time of peace ; and in cafe of 
a war between the two kingdoms,' to grant his 
protection to twenty -four armed men, who 
fliould refide in the faid dukedom, and in the 
•arl's name receive the rents and revenues of 
the fame.'' The indenture, or agreement be- 
tween them, had feveral other claufes ; fuch as, 
*« That the earl might make war againft the 
crown of England, at the dcfire and command 
of his more immediate fovereign, the king of 
Scotland, and Ihould not be bound to anfwer 
in perfon to the parliament, or any other court 
of juftice, in'England/' 

I could almoft venture to pronpUnce, that 
this was a private convention between Margaret 
and the earl, who might not be deftitute of 
family-ambition; and that the governors of 
Scotland^ had they known of it, would have 

remon- 
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A.D.1461. retnonftrated againft fo dangerous an aggrail-i 
dizement of a fubjeci, whatever his power, 
merits, or fervices, might hive been. This is 
the more probable, as Hume, the hiftorian of 
the houfe of Douglas, and who is but a late 
writer, is the firft who mentions the agreement 
or charter, which he copied from the archives 
of the family. 
letwM be- Henry the fixth, ever fince his arrival at 
twef n Edinburgh, had lodged in the fequeftpred cloy- 
fixth and fters of the Grey Friars, where he had an op- 
•fFwucc"^ portunity of indulging his natural turn for 
devotion. His aftive qu^en, having fettled her 
affairs in Scotland, fet fail for France, where 
file had great dependence upon the intereft of 
her father, Rene of. Anjou, king of Sicily. 
Ambaffadors from Scotland then refided at the 
French court, and ftrongly enforced the foUici- 
tations of Margaret and her father. They were 
pppofed by agents from Edward ; and Lewis 
the eleventh, who then fat on the French 
throne, was a prince not to be fwayed by any 
confidera^tion but that of intereft. He behaved, 
however, with the utmoft plaufibility to Mar- 
garet, tho' he dreaded coming to a direct breach 
with England. All fhe could obtain from Lewis 
was a profujGon of honours and compliments, 
and a loan of twenty thoufand French livres, 
which Henry obliged himfelf either to repay in 
a year, or to give up Calais as foon as he was re- 
poffeffed of his throne. Lewis intimated to her, 

at 
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aS t^e fame time, that though it was not con- A.v.n^h 
'Venient for him to c6me to a treach with Eng- 
land, yet he would not be difpleafed if the duke 
of Brittany fliould befriend her ; and he con- 
nived at De Breze, the fenefchal of Normandy, 
and an excellent general, being fet at liberty to' 
command the auxiliary troops that might be 
fent to her affiftance from France. Dc Breze 
(^ho is faid to have been in love with Marga- 
ret) readily accepted of this honour ; and flie 
Was fo far favoured by the duke of Brittany, . "' • 
that file obtained a promife of two thotifand 
men, who were to be fent to Scotland, or the 
North of England, under De Breze. 

The impenetrable character of Lewis the ele- from 
venth leaves us in the dark as to the reafons ^ucc^* 
why Margaret was difappointed in this aflif- Jl^tuS"' 
tance ; or whether the whole number of her 
auxiliaries did not embark, and whether many 
qf them were not driven back to France. It is 
certain that flie and her general met with a ter- 
rible ftorm in their paffage, and that they were 
attended by no more than three hundred foU 
diers, when their fhips prefcntfed themfelves be- 
fore Tinmouth-fort. She was in hopes there 
to be received pn fliore, the ftorm ft ill conti- 
nuing violent ; but the garrifon poiiiting their 
guns agaihft her little fleet, flie was forced again 
to put to fea, and her fliips were difperfed. 
She herfelf, with the prince her fon, who had 
attended her, wer^ driven tcT Bcrwic; but'the 

Vol. IV. X reii 
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A.P.1461. reft of her Ihips, with De Breze, were run, 
a-fliore at Bamborough-caftle, where the crews 
fet them on fire, and efcaped to Holy Ifland, 
There tjiey were attacked by Sir Robert Ogle, 
an Englifh warden of the marches, and moft of 
them put to the fiyord ; but De Breze threw 
himfelf into Berwic, and was appointed gover- 
nor of the caftle of Alnwic,. which was in Hen- 
ry's poffefEon, where I muft leave him to attend 
the other affairs of Scotland, 
Domciik When Margaret took fliipping for Fr?ince,, 

Icotuid, Edward was lying at York, with fome thoughts 
of invading Scotland; but he found that th? 
borders had been fo well provided againft an 
invafion by the earl of Angus, that he returned 
to England, and altered the whole fcheme of 
his operations againft Scotland. The forfeited 
earl of Douglas, his brother, the lord Balveny, 
and other gentlemen of their party, remained 
ftill in England ; and to them Edward applied 
for the means of giving the government of 
Scotland a diverfion at home. The junfture 
was favourable for his views. The Scots had 
no longer a brave, aftive, king at their head ; 
and all the.wifdom of their government could 
not imprefs theni with that awe and reverence 
>yhich the prefence of their two laft princes in- 
fpired. Diforders began in thofe parts of the 
kingdom that were the moft remote from the 
feat of government ; for Allan, a younger fon of , 
t|ie hpufe of Lorn, had feized upon the perfon 

> a^d 
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ftnd eftate of his elder brother. . Allan was chaf- A.D.nen 
tifed for this unnatural aft by Colin earl of Ar- 
gyle, who defeated and committed him to 
prifon, where he died, but whether a violent 
or natural death, is uncertain. 

This was a prelude to ftill greater difturbances [°™^^Jf^^^ 
in other parts of the kingdom, and which were DougUs. 
immediately connected with Edward's views* 
The earl of Douglas and his party undertook to 
raife a rebellion in Scotland, by means of Do- 
nald earl of Rofs, who, at their iniligation, and 
by their encouragement, renewed all his old 
family-claims of independency within the Ifles* 
He accordingly furprifed the king's caftle of 
Invernefs, and levied contributions upon all 
the neighbouring country. His progrefs was 
fo rapid, that when he marched into Athol, 
that earl (who, was uncle to the king) and his 
countefs (the fame who was onde the Fair Maid 
of Galloway, and countefs of Douglas) not 
thinking themfelves fafe within the walls of 
their caftle of Blair, took refuge within the 
church of St. Bride, in hopes that the fanclity 
of the place would protect their perfons. Their 
example was followed by the chief inhabitants 
of the country, who went with their effects to 
the fame fanftuary ; but all was in vain. The 
Iflanders (who, at this time, can fcarcely be faid 
to have been Chriftians) put the churchmen to 
the fword, fired the church, and carried off the 
carl and countefs of •Athol, with, a vaft booty, 

K 2 in 
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A. D, 1461, {^ ^j^qIj, fjj^jps to the ifland of Yla, before th* 
government could make any provifion to fup* 
prefs them. The earl of Rofs, having com- 
mitted his prifoners to the ftrong fortrefs of 
Clagg in that ifland, embarked on board hi$ 
fleet, which confifl:ed of fmall flight vcflels, for 
a fecorid expedition j but moft of his followers 
periflied by a fudden tempeft in the voyage^ 
the earl himfelf efcaping to the caftle of Inver- 
nefs, where, according to Balfour^s Manufcripc 
Annals, being feized with a phrenzy, he was 
killed by an Irifli harper. Such of his followers 
as cfcaped the fliipwreck, and returned to Yla, 
were fo fl:ruck with remorfe at the ikcrilege 
they had committed,^^ that they not only re- 
placed the earl of Athol and his countefs in the 
church of St. Bride, but reftored all the plunder 
they had made, with additional prefents, to the 
flirine of that holy virgin. 

^ ^ „. . The death of the earl of Rofs was far from 

Rebellion of 

the earl of difcoucertiug the Douglafies at the court of 
England. His fon John, the young earl of Rofs, 
was, at the time of his father's death, at bi& 
caftle of Ardthomis, where he kept up a kind 
of fovereign ftate. Underflanding thart: Ed- 
ward was willing ta renew with him all the 
engagements he had entered into with his fa- 
ther, he nominated his coulin, Donald (fome 
call him Ranald) of thelfles, and Duncan, arch- 
deacon of the Ifles, to repair as his plenipoten* 
tiarie» to the court of England^ there to con--^ 

clude^ 
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^lude a treaty with that king, Edward did a, 0.446*. 
not think it below his dignity to appoint the 
bifhop of Durham and the earl of Winchefter 
as his commiflioners for this negociation, which 
was finiflied on the thirteenth of February, 
1462. By this convention, " The laid John xu^jfie. 
carl of Rofs, Donald Balach, and John of the 
Ifles, fon and heir, apparent of the faid Donald, 
with, their vaffals and tenants, were obliged to 
become liegemen apd fubjecls to king Edward 
and his heirs, at Whitfunday next; and ever 
after to be ready to ferve the faid king Edward 
with all their power in Scotland, or againft the 
Scots in Ireland, and all other his majefty*s ene- 
mies in that country. King Edward^ on the 
other hand, obliged himfelf to give to the earl 
of Rpfs, during his life, a yearly penfion of an 
hundred merks fterling in times of peace, and 
of two hundred pounds fterling in time of war.'' 
It was farther agreed, " That in cafe the king 
of Scotland fliould be conquered, in purfu- • 
^nce of thofe engagements, the earl of Rofs, 
Ponald Balach, and their heirs, fhould have 
and hold of the crown of England, all the pof- 
feffions of the faid kingdom benorth the Scot-' 
tifh fea; and that the earl of Pouglas ihould. 
be refiored, upon the fame conditions, to his 
inheritance and pofTeilions befouth the Scottiih 
fea. In fine, that if the two kings of England 
and Scotland Ihould chance to agree to a truce,- 
pr ceffation of arms, that the earl of Rofs, Do-. 
' nald. 
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lialdy and John, their lands and iflands, ihoulct 
be comprehended in the fame." 

The reader may perceive, thlt one Donald 
Balach and his fon are mentioned in this treaty ; 
but all we know of them is, that they weref 
perfons of great power and intereft in the Ifles^ 
and had been long intimately conneAed with 
the earls of Rofs. Edward thought this con-^ 
vention fo great an acquifition, that he beftowed 
upon the earl of Douglas a yearly penfion of 
five hundred pounds, which was an hundred 
pounds more than he had allotted to his own 
brother, the duke of Gloucefter. 

Before we proceed, it is proper to take no- 
tice of the unpardonable inaccuracies of a late 
Englifli writer, who makes Margaret perform 
two journies to the court of France, to have 
received two fupplies of men and money, and 
to form two fieges of Alnwic when it was de- 
fended by de Breze; and all this in the fame 
page. What is ftill more unpardonable, the. 
fame writer, upon the Authority of a notorious 
tomancer, makes the queen- dowager of Scot- 
land refign her honour to the duke of Somer-* 
fet, who revealed the intrigue to the French 
king ; upon which flie was fo much exafperated 
that flie employed affaffins to murder him^ fo 
that he never ventured himfelf again into Scot- 
land. 1 fliall not attempt to raife the indignation 
of the reader at this wanton ftab upon the cha- 
rafter of an irreproachable princefs, who was, 

at 
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^ this time, fpending the few remaining hours' A. P. 14^*. 
of her life in the cloifters of the collegiate 
c;hurch founded by herfelf. Without therefore 
farther attending either to the miftakes or ma- 
levolence of this writer, I fhall proceed in my 
hiftory. While de Breze was bravely defend- 
ing the caftle of Alnwic, Margaret and her 
hufband, Henry, had affembled the face of an 
army, compofed of Scots and a few Engliih, 
which entered Northumberland, in hopes o£ 
laifing an army in that country. The people, 
though well affected to the houfe of Lancafter, 
l^eing difcouraged by the poor appearance of 
Ijer French auxiliaries, were extremely back- 
ward to rife in arms j and Margaret's money 
being now all fpent, flie was obliged to pay 
her troops by the plunder of the country. Not- 
withftanding this complication of misfortunes, 
flie afted with fuch fpirit, that fhe penetrated 
as far as the bifliopric of Durham, and alarmed 
Edward fo much,, that he iffued a commiffion 
to the lord Montague for arraying the northern 
cpunties againft her, intending himfelf to com* 
mand thpm. It is not to be diffembled, not- 
withftanding the relations of the Scotch writers, 
that their government became now cautious qf 
involving their country into farther diflSculties 
in fupport of Henry. They faw the French 
court, the only allies they could depend upon, 
backward in his caufe ; and the earl of Douglas 
had, no doubt, fo good intelligence from Scot- 

land. 
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A. D. 1456. land, that he informed Edward it was not at 
all now impracticable to detach the Scots from 
the intercft of the houfe of Lancafter^ We are 
not to blame the Scotch hiftorians for their ig-r 
norance of this particular, becaufe they had no. 
opportunity of confulting the Englifii records ; 
far it is certain, that in the lord Montague's 
commifliori, which is dated the firft of June, a, 
claufe was inferted, impowering him to treat 
with the Scotch government.; and on the twelfth 
of the fame month a fafe-conduft was granted 
to fome of their chief nobility for that purpofe* 
Battle of The lord Montague, willing to diftinguifh 

mlTt^t hinifelf before Edward fliould fuperfede him in 
^**"* bis command, was very affiduous in affembling 
his army. That of Margaret lay entamped 
near Durham, and was equally detefted by 
friends as foes, on account of their indifcrimi- 
nate robberies. Montague advanced to that 
city, and from thence to Hedgly-Moor. The 
numbers of out-laws, who by this time joined 
her, had encouraged the duke of Somerfet, who 
• had lately acknowledged Edward, to return 
to her party, together with Sir Ralph Piercy, 
who furprized the caftle of Bamborough, and 
held it for Henry's fervice. The lord Monta- 
gue engaged part of their ttdops at Hedgly- 
Moor, where their cowardice was fuch, that, 
notwithftanding their fuperiority of numbers, 
they fled and were defeated, the brave Sir Ralph 
Fiercy being killed in the field. The main bo- 

dy 
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dj of Margaret's army were then encamped a. d. 146s. 
Hear Hexham^ and the lord Montague, knowing 
that Edward was on the wing, that he might 
have the gloiy of finiihing the war in perfon, 
puihed forwards, forced the trenches of the 
Lancaftriai;Sy whom he totally defeated, and 
made the duke of Somerfet, the lords Hunger^ 
ford, Roos, Moulins, and other perfons of high 
difiin£tion, prifoners. The duke of Somerfet's 
head was immediately ftruck off at Hexham, 
and the other chiefs of the party were, a few 
days after, executed at Newcaftle. This was 
the eighth general battle that had been fought 
between the houfes of York and Lancafier. , As 
to Henry himielf, being mounted on a fwift 
horfe, he fled towards Lancaihire ; but he was 
fo clofely purfued, that one of his gentlemen^ 
waiters (called in thofe days henchemen) was 
taken with his cap of ftate, which was after- 
wards prefcnted to Edward at York. 
I fhall not enter as an advocate on either fide The French 

* garri fon fur« 

of the queftion, how far the behaviour of the renders 
Scotch government was, or was not, at this 
time, juftifiable towards Margaret. The earl 
of Angus, when the battle of Hexham was 
fought, was certainly at the head of thirteen 
thoufand men, all of th«m excellent troops ; but 
he was watched by a fuperior army under the 
earj of Warwic, who ftill lay before Alnwic 
That place bad been bravely defended by de 
Breze, or his fon, 01: both, upon who& faith. 
Vol. IV. L and 
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A.D.J46S. and that of Margaret, the, Scotch government 
had long expeded conliderable reinforcements 
from France. Thofe failing, and the Lancaf- 
trian caufe being now defperate, the young 
king's minifters thought they could not be an- 
fwerable to their country, fhould they continue 
a lofing war, efpecially as.they confidered them- 
felves free from their engagements with Marga- 
ret, by her not fulfilling thofe fhe had entered 
into on the part of her hufband. From this 
ilate of affairs, which is confirmed by records, 
and from the negociation which was depend- 
ing, if not concluded, it is not furprizing that 
the earls of Angus and Warwic were cool in 
their operations againft each other. Add to 
this, that the Scotch miniftry could not be ig- 
norant that a truce was on the point of being 
concluded between France and England. The 
fiege of Alnwic ftill continued, but fo faintly, 
that when Angus prefented his army before 
the place, the French garrifon marched out of 
it without oppofition from the earl of Warwic, 
who 'immediately entered it. 
i4«3- The commiffioners appointed for treating 

XI. ^'s«o- with Edward, on the part of Scotland, were 
wtth^Eng- the bilhops of St. Andrew's and Glafgow, the 
**""*• abbot of Holy-rood houfe, Mr. James Lindfay, 

keeper of the priyy-feal, Colin earl of Argyle, 
James lord Livingfton, James lord Hamilton, 
William lord Borthwic, Robert lord Boyd, and 
Sir Alexander Boyd. . The negociation conti- 
nued 



-^^ 
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xrned fome time in dependence, probably till a, p. 1463, 
the Scotch minifters were fully informed, by 
the mediation of the duke of Burgundy, that a 
truce had been colicluded between the French 
and Edward at St. Omer's. A treaty was then 
finiihed on the fifth of December in the fol- 
lowing terms : ** Firft, That it fhould laft from 
the fixteenth day of December by land and frefh 
water, to the laft day of October next coming; 
and from the firft day of February next, till 
the fame laft day of Oftober by fea. Secondly, 
That James king of Scotland fliould give no 
afliftance to Henry, late calling himfelf king of 
England, Margaret his wife, Edward his fon, 
Henry Stanford, late duke of Somerfet, Tho- 
mas late lord Roos, Robert late lord Hunger- 
ford, Sir Ralph J&T2LY, Sir Richard Tunftall, 
nor to any other of the traitors or rebels to Ed- 
ward king of England ; that he fliould not pro- 
tect them, or any of them, within his domi- 
nions longer than he is obliged to do by his 
fafe-conducl already granted to them ; and that 
he fliould not grant another fafe-conduft during 
the abftinence or truce. Thirdly, That in the 
like manner Edward king of England fliould 
give no countenance nor protedion to any 
traitors or rebels to king James ; and that he 
fliould grant no fafe-condufts to any of them, 
other than are already granted Fourthly, 
That in regard James carl of Douglas was be- 
come liegeman to king Edward, he, and fuch 

L2 other 
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A. D. 1463. other Scotfinen as are or may become hisfub- 
jefts or liegemen, fliould enjoy the benefit of 
the truce. Fifthly, That if Henry, late called 
king of England, Margaret his wife, Edward his 
fon, or any others their adherents, have or fhall 
put themfelves in the obeifance of, or become 
liegemen to the faid king James, they ihould-, 
in that cafe, have the benefit of the truce, as all 
others his liegemen." 
lDtftrcffe8 of The Tender may perceive, that in this treaty 
fixth^of "^ no mention is made of the carl of Rofs and Do- 
Engiand, ^^j^ BaUch ; from whence we may conclude, 
either that the engagements they had entered 
into, with Edward were unknown to the Scotch 
government at that time, or that the latter, 
rather than multiply difputes, agreed that they 
fliould be comprehended under the third arti* 
cle ; and in this perhaps they did wifely. I per* 
ceive that the earl of Douglas, foon after the 
conclufion of this treaty, was appointed by Ed- 
ward governor of Carrickfergus in Ireland, a 
poft extremely well calculated for him, as the 
greateft part of that country had been peopled 
from Scotland. The treaty, however, muft^ 
have been mortifying to Henry^ infenfible as he 
was of worldly grandeur. Having efcaped to 
Lancafter, after the battle of Hexham, a fafe-. 
conduft had been fent him to repair to Scot* 
land, and he reached Edinburgh in difguifej 
but his way of living was fo reclufe, that we 
know nothing more of it, than that it was fpent 

in 
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m ftftmg and prayer. His perfon remained fa- a;d.i46i. 
cred till thp expiration of the fafe-conduS, and 
then his fituation muft have been truly humi- 
liating. His protection could not be renewed, 
and to bow, to another prince, a head which had . 
been encircled by the two brighteft diadems 
in Jlurope, muft have been worfe than death, 
even to Henry, This indolent prince, however, 
made not the leaft provifion for an afylum 
upon the continent, where many ftates were 
at liberty to have received him; but under- 
ftanding that his fafe-conduft was on the point 
of expiring, he took the refolution of flying 
difguifed into England. He accordingly fet 
out, attended only by three ecclefiaftics, and 
had reached Waddington-hall in Lancafliire, 
where his perfon was feized by James Harring- 
ton, who was rewarded with feveral confider- 
able forfeited eftates for that fcrvice. His treat- 
ment, during his captivity, is a full proof that 
civil rancour can root from the heart of man 
not only every noble, but every humane, fcnti- 
ment. This prince^^ who had filled the throne 
of England for fix and thirty years, was con- 
ducted through a country, which was once his 
own, like the moft common malefactor, with 
his legs tied under the belly of the horfe on 
which he was placed. In this condition he was . 
feen, reproached, and infulted, by the earl of* 
Warwic, the greateft ilobleman and hero that 
{England then contained, and conducted to his 

. capital. 



78 T,H E HISTORY 

A. D. 1463. capital, loaded with the abufes of ruffians hired 

for that purpofe^ 
andofhu The fate of Margaret, after the battle of 
^uecn Mar. Hcxhaxn, is extrefhcly touching, as related by 
Monftrelct, and fliews her to have been as im- 
provident through prefumption, as her hufband 
was through piety. So far was Ihe fron^ mak- 
ing any difpoiitions for her own or her fon's 
fafety, in cafe of a defeat, that, when it hap- 
pened, fhe fled out of the field, and wandered 
through woods and wilds (with which the 
neighbouring country was furrounded) for 
fafety, dreffed, as Ihe was, in fplendid apparel 
and rich jewels. She was perceived by certain 
out-laws, or, as I am raiiier inclined to believe, 
fugitives from the battle, who ftripped her of 
her jewels j and while they were quarrelling 
about the partition of the plunder, flie took 
that opportunity of efcaping with her fon into 
a thicker part of the foreil; and while both were 
fainting with wearinefs, another out-law pre- 
fented. Neither her dignity nor prefence of 
mind failed her on the occafion. She reflefted, 
that perhaps thofe out-laws were fufiering for 
her hufband's fake ; and leading the prince up 
to the fuppofed robber, " Here, friend, faid flie, 
fave the fon of your king." Her conjeftures 
proved .true. The fplendor of her habit and 
her pcrfon, equally beautiful as majeftic, con- 
vinced the robber that fhe was the queen. He 
' fell on his knees, and taking the prince in one 

hand. 
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hand^ and fupporting the queen With the other, a.d. 1463. 
he conducted her firft to a place of reft, and then 
of fafety, on the borders of the foreft, till he 
found an opportunity of procuring for her a 
fliip which carried her to Sluys in Holland. 

This year is marked by the death of the ^"*J^ 
queen-mother of Scotland, to whofe fpirit and m®^- 
prudence that kingdom owed the greateft obli- 
gationSw She had ordered by her will, that 
her fecond fon, the duke of Albany, ihould be 
fent to receive his education at the court of 
Guelders. A fafe-conduft was accordingly ob- 
tained from Edward for the duke (who in the 
record is termed prince of the Scots, duke of 
Albany, earl of March, lord of Anandale and 
Marr) and two hundred fervants, who were to 
attend him to the parts beyond fea. The Scotch 
commiflioners were then negociating at York 
with the lord Montague ; and, in violation of 
the fafe-conducl, the young prince and his re- 
tinue were made prifoners at fea by the Englilh. 
This capture was refented, in very high terms, 
by the government of Scotland ; and their com- fp1rit*f"thc 
miflioners were inftructed to infift upon the vanmeS." 
duke's being fet at liberty, or to break oflF the 
negociation. Old biihop Kennedy is faid to 
have been the author of thofe inftruftions, which 
were immediately complied with on the part of 
the Englifh ; and Balfour fays, that along with mss. 
the inftruftions was fent a herald, with orders ^'^•' , 

to 
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A. a 1464. tQ declare war againft England, if the prince 

was not inftantly fet at liberty. 
rntemai Nothing more remarkable happened in Scot- 

•fs^Stl^ land during the rendainder of this year, which 
**°^- the Scots feem to have employed in cultivating 

the arts of peace. Bifhop Kennedy built St. Sal- 
vador's college in St Andrew's, and endowed 
it with noble revenues and rich ornaments. He 
like wife built a fliip, whieh he called the Bi* 
(hop's Barge, reckoned then the largeft and fineft 
in Ghriftendom ; and in thofe and other pubfic 
"worics, he is faid by Lindfay to have* laid out 
no lefs than thirty thoufarid pounds fterfing, 
amduntihg to above four hundred and fifty 
thoufand at prefent ; a fum which no ecclefiafttc 
in Europe perhaps, at that time, but himfelf 
could have commanded. As he always main- 
tained the dignity of his rank and birth, which 
was royal, and as I can' find no emoluments hd 
enjoyed from the ftate, it will be difficult to 
account how he could amafs fo amazing a fum, 
otherwife than by fuppofing, as was common 
with the great ecclefiaftics of thofe times, that 
he was deeply engaged in commerce, for which 
purpofe he undoubtedly built his fine fhip. The . 
i-age df the reformers, who demoliflied and 
plundered his noble foundations (for Lindfay 
fays, that he built a curious and coftly lair or 
tomb for himfelf within his college) has de- 
prived us of an opportunity of obtaining ocular 

de- 
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.demonftratian of his magnificence; but by the a. d. 1465. 
few wrecks of information which can be picked 
up at this day, JLindfay's report is not exagge- 
rated. Nothing particular is recorded as hav- 
ing happened in Scotland during the year 1465, 
4>ut fome ineflFe4?hjal negociations with England. 
Edward the fourth wpuld willingly have con- 
cluded a definitive treaty, and have entered 
into the moil intimate connections with Scot- 
jland. Under pretence of prolouging the truc^, 
the minifter^ of both kingdoms had frequent 
opportunities of meeting this year; and the 
friendfliip of Scotland became fo ierious an ob- 
JeA at the court of England, that the attendant^ 
upon Edward, who was yet unmarried, propofed 
a match between him and the lady Margaret, 
iifter to James. Edward (hewed no reludance 
to the match, but had private reafons for de- 
clining it, being deeply in love with, if not 
married to, Elizabeth, the widow of Sir John 
Gray. At laft, his maiiagement wa6 fuch, that 
an objecliofl was ftarted in his own council, 
that the princefs had been already betrothed to 
the prince of Wales, fon pf Henry the fixth ; 
and this confideration fet afide the propofa). 
This did not prevent Edward propofing a match 
between young James and any Englifli lady 
whom his counfellors could agree on ; and like- 
wife feveral intermarriages between the illuf- 
trious fuhjeds of both kingdoms. The Scotch 
nobility were too much under the influence of 
Vol.. IV. M France 
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A.D. 1465. France to be fond of encouraging fuch matches ; 
but, in the mean while, the truce between the 
two kingdoms was prolonged to the laft of Oc- 
tober 1519 ; a term fo diftant, that it was cafy 
to forefee it mull be interrupted. 
Death of 1'l^c excellent bifliop Kennedy, who, during 

biftopKcn. ^jjg i^jg ^j^j the prefent reign, may be confi- 

dered as the guardian genius of Scotland, was 
ftill alive, but fo far advanced in years, that 
his authority, and the wife regulations he had 
eftablifhed, fupplied his more adive facultie;s ; 
and the public ftill enjoyed a profperous tran- 
quillity. The intriguing fpirits at court began 
to form plans which were to be executed at his 
death, which happened, in a venerable old age, 
on the tenth of May 1466. To the charafter I 
have already given him let me add, that he is 
praifed by Buchanan, both as to his perfonal 
tnd political virtues, with encomiums that ra- 
ther fuit the pen of a popifli votary, than that 
of an inveterate leader of the oppofite fide. He 
is followed by bifliop Spotfwood; and, upon the 
whole, he may be faid to have been one of the 
wifeft men and worthieft prelates that ever Scot- 
land bred ; but I fliall have occafion to mention 
him again in the ecclefiaftical part of this hillory. 
iducatioii James, at this time, fliewed promifing dif- 
of James, pofitions, aud, while bifliop Kennedy lived, . 
excellent care was taken of his education. The 
chief nobleman about his perfon was Robert 
lord, Boyd, who had been originally one of his 

tutors, 
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tutors, the head of a flouriihing family, and a. d. 1466. 
mafter of an opulent fortune in the weft of 
Scotland. His two fons, Thomas and Robert, 
were youths of great expectation ; but his bro-, 
ther, Alexander, was looked upon as one of 
the moft accompUihed knights and courtiers of 
the age. This gentleman had been preferred, 
by the intereft of his: brother, to be the king's 
inftru£):or in all polite and military . exercifes 
that were known in that age ; and they had, 
before the death of biihop Kennedy, laid a 
plan for engroiSng to themfelves the perfon 
and authority of their young mafter, who was 
now twelve years of age. The old lord Ken* 
nedy, elder brother to the bifhop, was ftill 
alive, and was affifted by his eldeft fon, John, 
in having a watchful eye over the conduft of 
the Boyds, which they began to fufpeft. They 
were out-witted by Sir Alexander Boyd, who 
confulting the opening genius of his pupil, 
found that he was difgufted with the fcverity 
of the Kennedies, and the pedantic manner (as 
Sir Alexander called it) in which he was treat- 
ed, at a time of life when he ought to be affift- 
ing, if not prefiding, at his council-board. 
James was then at Linlithgow, and the Boyds 
having moulded him entirely to their own 
wiihes, it was agreed, that he fhould make his 
efcape to Edinburgh, from the tuition of the 
Kennedies. Though our hiftorians in general 
have neglefted mentioning the fad, yet it is 

M2 cer- 
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A.D«i4e6. certain, that, before this time, the council it- 
felf was divided; for it appears, by the fen* 
tence which afterwards paffed upon the Boyds^ 
that the king, when he was but twelve year* 
of age, was forced out of the £xchequer«cham- 
ber at Linlithgow, and obliged to remove from 
his prcfence thofe who were appointed by the 
ftates to wait upon him. Thofe indecent brawh 
at the council-board divided the miniftry about 
the king's perfdn ; fo that it was cafy for the 
Kennedies to difcover the pretended hunting- 
match to be in faft a game of ftate. The Boyds 
had fummoned their friends, particularly Adam 
Hepburn lord Hales, John lord Somerville, and 
Sir Andrew Car of Cesford, to attend, early in 
the morning, on the grounds where they were 
to receive the king at the pretended hunting- 
match. They were watched by the old lord 
Kennedy, who, prefuming too much on his 
age and authority, fuddenly rode up, and laid 
his hand upon the king's horfe's bridle, juft as 
he was ftriking into the road that leads to Edin- 
burgh, befeeching him to beware of his guides, 
who were guilty of treafon (as undoubtedly 
ihey were) in thus carrying him away. The 
^^f^ . old man wa« anfwcred by Sir Alexander Boyd 

perlon is • ' ' 

foatched v^iih abufive words, and a wound he gave him 

from the 

lord Kca- on the head with his hunting-ftaff ; and then 
the company proceeded to Edinburgh with 
their royal prey. 

This 
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This daring aft of treafon, againft recent fta- p;^^^/j}f ' 
tutes, proves the misfortunes of a minority in of ?"!»»- 
a divided ftate, juft after it had exchanged its 
feudal fetters for civil regulations. The Boyds, 
trufting to their pofieffing tjie king's perfon, 
made no doubt of obtaining from parliament 
an indemnification for the treafon they had 
committed ; and, in the wantonnefs of infult, 
they fent to the lord Kennedy a monkey, as a 
]^pii more proper for him than a monairch* 
That they might be perfcAly fecurc, they made 
ufe of the king^s name in fummoning a parlia* 
ment to meet at Edinburgh on the ninth of 
OAober, well knowing that none durft appear 
there who m^uM oppofe their proceedings. 
The aflembly being met, the lord Boyd fell 
upon his knees, and, in a long (ludied harangue, 
endeavoured to clear himfelf from all the 
charges that could be urged againil him, for 
having relieved the king from the thraldom 
he had fuflFcred under the Kennedies at Lin- 
lithgow; and ended by befeeching James to 
explain himfelf on that head. The young 
prince, as he had been leflbned, confirmed all 
that Boyd had faid, declaring that their having 
refcued him from the Kennedies was the moft 
agreeable fervice that could have been per- 
formed to his crown and perfon. This decla-i 
ration was recorded in the books of parliament^ 
and an exemplification of it given under the 
broad-feal to the lord Boyd, by way of pardon 

for 
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A.D. T466. for what he had done. Boyd had all the genltis 
and ambition, but at the fame time all the pride 
and infolence, of a firft minifter ; and his pro- 
jefts, at this time, were equally bold and ex- 
tenfive. He had already in his eye a match 
for his young m^fter, and he had even nien- 
tioned it in parliament. The lady was the 
princefs Margaret, daughter to king Chriftiern 
of Denmark, between which kingdom and 
Scotland a long intricate account lay open, in 
confequence of the ceffion of the Orkney and 
Shetland iflands, which renders fome retrofpeft 
on that head here neceflary. 
vd.ii. I have already mentioned the ceffion which 

p. to. ' 

Negocia. Maguus thc fourth, king of Norway, made of 
Denmark, the Ebuddc iflauds to Alexander the third of 
Scotland. That treaty was afterwards twice 
ratified, firft in 1312, by Robert the firft and 
Haquin the fifth ; and afterwards in 1426, by 
James the firft and Eric king of Pomerania, 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. The reader 
may remember the obfervations I made upon 
this tribute (for fo it muft be confidered) and 
which the Scots of thofe days looked upon as 
difgraceful to their crown. Between the time of 
the treaty and the prefent year it had commonly 
gone by the name of the Annual of Norway ; 
but the kings of Denmark, who were at the 
fame time kings of Norway, had always kept 
the full and entire pofieffion of the northern 
iflands of Orkney and Shetland, to the great 

mor- 
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mortification of the Scots, as they had a notion -^'^h^** 
that they formed part of the Piftifli dominions, 
to which they had fucceeded. It is remarka- 
ble, that the Ebudae, which had been ceded 
to Alexander the third, were the fources from 
whence the earls of Rofs and their predeceffors, 
lords of the Ifles, had drawn all the Barbarians, 
who had fo often invaded Scotland, and who 
had rendered their mafters fo confiderable as 
to become allies to the king of England, as if 
they had been independent princes. I cannot, 
however, perceive, that the kings of Scotland 
had ever made the leaft concefilon that could 
encourage fuch an opinion of independency. 
Among a race of people^ ignorant of letters, 
and devoted to the will of their fuperiors, fuch 
claims are foon believed, and eafily efiabliihed. 

While the iflands of Orkney and Shetland 
remained under the dired dominion of the 
kings of Denmark, the latter generally em- 
ployed fome nobleman of great intereft, on the 
adjacent continent of Scotland, to be their de- 
puties, on account of their diftance from their 
own dominions, and to proted them from the 
incurfions of the HigUanders and other ifland- 
crs. This government was generally conferred 
upon fome baroA or nobleman of the name of 
Sinclair. The laft who had been entrufted with 
it was Sinclair of Roflin ; and as diftant provin- 
ces commonly become, in fome meafure, the 
properties of the governors, we arc told, that 

about 
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A.D.i4«* about the year 1379, Sinclair was declared eai;l 
of Orkney, after acknowledging jbimfelf to have 
taken an oath of allegiance to Haquin. The 
terms upon which he was to hold his govern- 
ment have been tranfmitted to us from an origi- 

Torfsui. nal charter by a Danifh hifiorian; and as they 
. • are not only intimately conneded with thishif- 
tory, but a great curiofity in themfdves, I Ihali 
prefent them to my reader. 

" Firft, to he ready to ferve the faid kingj 
his heirs and fucceflbrs, with an hundred good 
men well armed^ as often as he ihould be re- 
quired, upon three iJionths advertifement, pro-- 
vided that the king would xna^taiu them 
at his own charge, as foon as they fliould come 
to his prefence. Secondly, To defend the ifles 
of Orkney and Shetland, in cafe of th^ir being 
; attacked by any foreign power, not only with 
the forces that could be r^ifed within thefe. 
illands, but alfo with the whole ftrength of his 
other friends and iervants, whofe affiftance lie 
alfo promifed to afford, in cafe the king of Nor- 
way ihould think fit to attack any foreign (late 
or kingdom. Thirdly, Not to impignorate or 
alienate any part of the iaidiflaiids, nor to build- 
caftlcs or fortreffes within them, without the 
exprefs confcaat of the king, fourthly. To pro- 
tect and maintain the inhabitants thereof in all 
their juft rights, laws and liberties. Fifthly, 
To be fubject to the laws of Norway, and tp 
attend ujXMi the peifon of the faid kxi^j when 

required 



OF S C OTL A N D. S^ 

TCquired eitlier to givf him counfd in general ^^l^* ^^ 
affemblies, or to affift him in his wars. Sixthly, 
To enter into no private compad or bond wit^L 
. the bi&op of Orkney, without content of the 
king ; and to be aflifting to the king in oppoii- 
tion to the bifliop, if need be. Seventhly, That 
the faid earldom and government ihould revert 
into the hands of the &id king and his heirs, in 
cafe the faid earl of Orkney ihould chance to die 
without heirs male of his own body ; and that 
his children, though heirs male, ihould not 
enter upon the fucceffion without the content 
and good will of the faid king. Eighthly, To 
pay to the faid king in Tuniibery, at the feail 
of Martinmas next, the fum of one thoufarid 
nobles of gold, Engliih money. LafUy, To 
prevail with his coufins Malifius Sperre, and Ale^« 
ander de Leard, to give up all their pretenfions 
to the faid earldom and ifles." 

This earl of Orkney undoubtedly was a na* 
tive and fubjed of Scotland, and therefore the 
whole of this tranfaStion was repugnant to the 
principles of all civil government. William 
bifliop of St. Andrew's, Walter biihop of Glaf- 
gow, William earl of Douglas, George earl of 
March, Patric de Hepburn, Alexander de Hali*' 
burton, George de Abemethy, William de 
Hamfay, Robert de Dalziel, and John de Ed- 
mondfton, knights, were guarantees, or cau- 
tioners, on the part of the earl of Orkney, for 
performance of the agreement, which was 

Vol. IV, N fign^d 
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^.0.146$. iigned at Marftrand the fecond of Augfifl: 157% 
Jt was agreed, at the fame time, that Sir Wilr 
liam Donald, or Mac Donald, Malifius Sperre, 
David Crichton, and others, flxoiild remain in 
Norway as hoftages for the due performance oiF 

Torf«gi. the terms. We are told, that when Eric, of 
Pomerania was recognized as the lawful heir 
of the kingdom of Norway, Henry Sinclair, 
as the firft temporal peer of the kingdom, 
iigned the recognition. Three years after, the 
earl killed Malifius Sperre, and feven othfers, by 
which he probably loft his government^ w:hich 
^as then divided into two. That of Shetland 
was given, in 141 8, to John Sinclair, and that 
of Orkney to Thon^as de Tholach, or TuUoch, 
its bifliop. He refigned it, however, next year 
to David Meyner (or Menzies) of Weem (de 
*Wimo) who took an oath of fidelity and office 
to Eric and Philippa, king and queen of Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Norway ; and bifliop Tul- 
ioch, with Walter Frafer, were his fureties^ 
Upon the reftoration of James the firft to hi? 
tirown, a confiderable arrear of the annual of 
•bJorway was due to his Daniflx majefty ; and^ 
as I have related in the life of that prince, James 
fent an embafly to Denmark^ who not only fet- 
tled the payment of the debt, but renewed all: 
ibrmer conventions on that head between the 
two crowns. The good correfpondence be* 
tween the courts of Scotland and Denmark, in 
4434, reftored the earl of Orkney to the gO; 
. - , veraineijit 
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jtmmtnt of thofe iflands, but not before h^ A.Dti^6» 
had agreed to accept of it upon the fame terms 
as his grandfather, Henry, had held it before, 
and to demolilh a ; fortrefs which that noble-^ 
man had built without (he confent of the king 
of Denmark, The cautioners for this earl were, 
Henry biihop of Aberdeen, Robert bifliop of 
Caithnefe, Archibald ;.earl of Douglas, William 
earl of Angus, George -earl of March, William. 
Cork and Alexander Ramfay, knights, John; 
Sinclair and Andrew Keith, efquires. The hof- 
t;ages were, Thomas Sinclair, David Muntore^ 
Alan Beton, Alexander Brown, Robert Beny^ 
and John Harold, efquires. 

. No fooner was this nobleman reinftated ia The dif- 
the. government which had belonged to his an-. I*c7wwn 
ceftors, than he obtained an order from Eric, ^"J^^^^nd 
addreffed to the bifliop of Orkney and other Jh^^^^ncix 
clergymen, to enquire into the earl's heredi- ^^"8* 
tary right to the fame. Their report feems to 
have been mpftly founded upon tradition ; and 
not being immediately connected with this hif-^ 
tory, I omit the particulars, many of which 
are injprobable, and irreconcileable with th^ 
truth of hiftory. Upon the acceffion of Chrif- 
tiern the firft to the crowns of Denmark and 
Norway, this fame earl, William, was Hill go- 
vernor of Orkney, By this time, the arrears 
of tlie annual of Norway amounted to forty ^^ 
three thoufand merks, including the penalties 
for non-payment, which Chriflieirn demanded 

N 2 with 
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ij^D. 1466^ ^ith fome roughnefs from James the iecond ; 
and it is certain that he afathorifed fome ho& 
tilities on that accoimt Both parties agreed 
to refer their differences to Charles king of 
France ; and a congrefs for that ef^d: was ac- 
tually appointed to be held by the minifters of 
the two crowns in 1457. In the mean while, 
the Scots had landed upon one of the iflands of 
Orkney, from whence they carried off a rich 
Danilh fliip with all her crew, and Biom, the 
governor of the illand. Ghriftiem, who was 
one of the moft powerful and fpirited princes 
that had ever reigned in the North, and mafter 
of the crowns of Denmark, Sweden, and Nor-' 
way, complained to the French king (who was 
to be umpire between him and the Scots) of 
this hoftility, and refufed to fend his plenipo- 
tentiaries to Paris, till he knew upon what foot- 
ing he ftood with that people. Charles pro- 
bably rcprefented the hoftility as a private aft 
of reprifab ; and in 1460 the congreft was heldj 
under the fole mediation of the French king. 
The ambafladors on the part of Denmark were, 
Canute bifhop of Viburgen, and Mr. Daniet 
Kiepkend, a canon an<l chancellor of Deninark ; 
thofe for Scotland werfe> John de Monizon *, 

* This method of negociating by foreigners has alwjiys beea 
veiy common, and continues to this day. Conveniency or fru- 
gality might have prevailed upon the Scots to Inive left the choictf 
of their plenipotentiai'xes to Charles and his conacil, who feeai 
indeed previoufly to have planned not only the congreis but its 
condufion, 

'^ Seigneur 
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Sci^torde Congrefiaiilt, and Fuliard, a cap- ^-^m^^. 
tain of the Scotch guards. Some difpute hap*> 
pened about exhibiting the original treaty,^ 
which the Danes pretended they had, but that 
they had brought with them only a duplicatCg, 
which was fufficient. The Scots frankly ac« 
knowledged that they were poffeffed of no 
original, but that the biihop of St. Andrew's^ 
who had fallen ill on bis journey to the French 
court, had their duplicate. The truth iS| nei- • 
ther party feem to hare been in poffeffion either 
of the original or an authentic copy of this 
treaty. The French king (who no doubt ex- 
peded this difEculty would be ftarted) very 
properly obferved, that as this onginaU was 
not producible, there was an end of the nego-> 
ciation on that footing, as nothing could be 
determined upon evidences that were merely 
conjeduraL He intimated, at the fame time, 
that he thought an agreeable method might be 
found to terminate all diflFerences between the 
crowns of Scotland and Denmark, by a mar- Theyt«- 
riage of Margaret, Chriftierii's daughter, with ^i^|l^*' 
the prince royal of Scotland. The Scotch )^^^^^ 
plenipotentiaries (who no doubt were inftrufted |J« >""§ ^^ 
beforehand) feemed pleafed with this propo- daughter. 
fal, but infifted upon three preliminary articles, 
to ferve as the bails of any future negociation 
on that head. One was the entire abolition 
of the annual of Norway ; the fecond the re- 
uniting the Orkney and Shetland iflands to the 

crown 
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A,b.i46s. years of age. Chriftiern, who fecms to have 
been impatient to have it concluded^ had made 
repeated inftances to James for the payment of 
his arrears. The young prince aniwered him 
by a letter, that he was ambitious of nothing 
more than encreafing the trade and welfare of 
both kingdoms, by continuing the good cor-> 
refpondence that had always fublifted between 
their anceftors ; that he did not perceive the 
fubfidy demanded to have been paid, either by 
his father or grandfather; and he had as yet 
too little experience in aflEiirs of government, 
to be able to inform himfelf as to the juftice 
of the demand. He propofed, however^ to 
:adjuft every diing upon an amicable footing, 
and for thatpurpofe to fend ambaffiidors to Den<* 
tBaakf who ihould be fumiihed with powers 
to conclude an unalterable £riead(hip between 
the two nations. He accordingly granted a 
filenipotentiary power and ccnmniffion, dated 
M £dinb«*gfa the twenty-eighth of July^ to 
Andrew bi&op of Olaigow^ WUUam bi&op of 
Oiimey, Andrew lord £vaodale» his chancel- 
ior^ Thomas Boyd, earl of Arran, his couiin^ 
and cowifellors ; Mr« Martin Wan, his almoner 
and cpnfeffor; Gilbert de Rericfa, archdeacon 
of Glafgow ; David Crichton of Cranfton, and 
}^ui Schaw of Haly, his armour-bearers. They 
were fumiihed with two ccHnmiffions, which 
feem to have been made out aa account of the 
l^eat difficulties atbendiag the perpetual ceffioa 

of 
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of. the ifles of Orkney and Shetland to the a. d. 1468. 
, crown of Scotland, which Chriftiern abfolutely 
rcfufed to grant. 

By the firft commiffion they were impowered 
to vifit the empire of Germany, the kingdoms 
of France, England, Spain, and Denmark; the 
dukedoms of Burgundy, Brittany, Savoy, and 
Other European countries, for a fuitable match ^ 
to their young mafter. This was indeed a ri* 
diculous commijflion, but it is far from being 
unexampled in the hiftories of other countries, 
even af^ter this time ; and perhaps, by an ov6r- 
refincment in politics, it was meant only to ac- 
celerate the conclufion of the Danifh match ; 
for by the fecond commiffion they were ordered > 
to repair to the court or king Chriftiern, and 
to treat of a marriage bcftween their mafter and 
the Danifh princefs, Margaret. 

It was the beginning 6f September before 
the commiffiohers reached the Danifli court, 
where the marriage was agreed to on the fol- 
lowing terms. << Firft, That the Annual of 
Norway fliould be for ever remitted arid extin- 
guifhed. Secondly, That king Chriftiern fliould 
give fixty thoufand florins of gold for his 
daughter's portion, whereof ten thoufand fliould 
bepaid before her departure fromDenmark; and 
that the iflands of Orkney feould be made over to 
the crown of Scotland by way of pledge for fecur 
rity of the remainder, wdth this exprefs provifo, ' 
that they fliould return to' that of Norway af- 

Voi-IV. O ter 
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A.D. 1469. ter complete payment of the whole fum. Third- 
ly, That king James fliould, in cafe of his dy- 
ing before the faid Margaret his fpoufe, Icave^het 
in pofl'effion of the palace of Linlithgow, and 
caftle of Down in Menteith, with all their ap- 
purtenances, and the third part of the ordinary 
Revenues of the crown, to be enjoyed by her 
during life, in cafe flie fliould chufe to refide 
in Scotland, But, Fourthly, If flie rather in- 
clined td return to Denmark, that in lieu of 
the faid life-rent, palace, and caftle, flie fliould 
accept of one hundred and twenty thoufand 
florins of the Rhine, from which fum the fifty 
thoufand due for the remainder of her portion 
being deduced and allowed, the iflands of Ork- 
ney fliould be re-annexed to the crown of Nor- 
way as before. Fifthly, That , flie fliould in no 
cafe or event be allowed to marry an Englifii- 
man, or any fubjed within the jurifdiftion of 
England.'^ 
The Ork- From this cohtraft it appears, that in faft the 
Shetland Orkucy iflands were only mortgaged for the 
to'hfs^"'^^ payment of the remainder of the bride's for- 
crown. tune; and that the Scots had greatly abated 
of the demands they had made at .the court of 
France. It happened, at this time, that Chrif- 
tiern was engaged in an unfuccefsful war with 
;thd Swedes (who had thrown off" his yoke, and 
had chofen Steeri Sture for their regent) and 
6ther enemies ; fo that when the articles cam6 
to be executed, he found himfelf unable to ad- 
Vance 
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Yance the ten thoufand florips which he had A.p. 14J58. 
engaged to pay down as part of his diughter'^ 
fortune. He was therefore obliged to apply to • 
the plenipotentiaries to accept of two thou* 
fand, and to take a farther mortgage of the 
iiles of Shetland for the bther eight thoufand* 
The Scotch plenipotentiaries, 'who, I fuppofe, 
had been properly infilrufl:ed,, gratified him iij 
his requeft, and the negociation was finiih^d On 
the tenth of May i^dp* X4^> 

How far the eavl of Arran, who was the main- ^j, ^.f 
Ipring of this negociation, was juftified in this pointmcnp. 
conceflion, I cannot determine ; but I am in- 
clined to think, that it affifted greatly in work- 
ing his ruin, though it is not taken notice of 
by the Scotch hifiorians. It may be eafily fup^ 
pofed, that it was no finall difappointment for 
a young king, .who was preparing to receive • 
his bride in the moft fplendid manner, an4, 
whofe finances were perhaps not improved with 
fhd bcft economy, to be obliged to receive two 
thoufand itifiead of fixty thoufand flprins. 
Neither indeed (confiderations of fiate being 
fet afide) can I think that the revenues of the 
iflands could anfwer the fum for which th^y 
were mortgaged. Little. doubt can be made 
tiiat this, and other confiderations of the fame 
kind, contiibuted greatly to the ruin of the 
Boyd family. James, young as he was, had 
ihewn difpofitions that indicated no firmnefs of 
eonducl; and the lord Boyd, w}i0 was no\p 
92 ftrickcR* 
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A. D. 1469. ftricken in years, could not be always atbont 
his perfon. The Kennedies and their friends 
foon influenced the mind of James, and the 
long abfence of the lord Boyd favoured their 
defigns; fo that, before that noUeman re- 
turned to Scotland, the kinjg was unalter- 
ably prepofleffed againft him. Boyd having 
finiflied his commiffion, embarked with his 
fair charge. She is faid by Ferrarius, who 
knew her perfonally, to have been one of the 
gfeateft beauties, as well as moft accompliflied 
princefleSy of that age. Her virtue equalled, 
if not furpaffed, . her perfonal charms ; and 
James, whofe perifon was remarkably hand- 
fome, entirely engaged her .afeaions. The 
management of a negociation whith brings a 
beautiful bride to thearmfir of a young mo- 
narch, has' generally been fertrnd a ftrong fecu- 
rity for that minifies It happelied in this cafe 
to be the reverfe ; nor do I perceive that the 
princefs at ail interefled herfdf in favour of 
Boyd. In fad, his ruin, and that of his family, 
was refolved on for the very meafures which 
he thought would have fccurdd both. James 
repented bis having married his favourite fifter, 
who more than once appeared to have been 
deftined for a crown* and he now difliked all 
flie fleps. he had taken iii his more youthful 
days, under the influence of the Bbyds, Even 
the remembrance of the fpeech which they had 
perfuaded him to make in parliament gave him 

•difguft. 
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difgiift, iind he was at no pains te difguife his a* d. 1469, 
intentions to ruin' them. > 

rtis fifter, the countefs of Arran, eafily per- Rum of the 
ceiv^dthis, and, from motives of affe<9:ionrOr Amn, 
duty, or both, when ftie heard that the fleet jLcs's 
^hich brought over the royal bride had an- 
chored in the Forth^ hurried ki difguife on 
boafd the fliip where her hulband was, to in- 
form him of his danger. As he and his family 
had no manner of dependence for pardon of the 
fereafons they had" been guilty of^ particularly 
that of jcarryitvg off the king from his parlia- 
mentary guardi^M, Jie thought it would be 
madnefs to throw himfelf into the hands of 
his enemies (a riian, perhaps, of greater refo- 
Jotion^ would have afted otherwife) ; he there- 
fore declared to his wife, that he was deter- 
mined not to iet his foot on fhore, biit to fly 
abrdad, and wftit for better times. The coun- 
ted offered to attend him, and he, equally un^ 
generoufly as impolitically, accepted of that 
im^o£ of her a&diofi. Had flie remained at 
her brother's court, (he would have had many 
epportunities of foUiciting her hufband's par^ 
don,^ and perhaps of forming k fl:*ong party 
againft his enemies^. We are told^-and I believe 
withigreat truth, that James re&nted the eari's 
carrying off his fitter with him in his flight, 
.more than he did any part of his other condu<St. 
After all, when we confider the tender ties 
and the unioa of aff€<Jlions between a hufband 

and 
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A. p. 1469- and a wife, we are not tp be too hafty in our 

cenfbres of that unfortunate nobleman. 
Magnifi. '.-Ferrarius, who was a Piedmontefe, and had 
the roy°i fceu the moft fplendid courts in . Europe, faySj^ 
""^^^ ''- that the feiliyitieg and entertainments exhibited» 
at: the .marriage of James, exceeded all he had- 
ever beheld on the like occafipnsl This gives 
CQuntenan^^e: to thofe hiftorians who reprefent 
the ftate pf Sgotlan.d, a,t this time, as flourish- 
ing equally, at leaft, to any of the neighbpuring 
kingdoms; and, indeed, when we compare 
their turbulent hiftories with that of Scotland fpr 
eighteen years paft, wp are ^not to be furprifed 
'on that account, cfpecially when we refled that 
foreign commerce was carried on by the pre- 
lates and. clergy of the kingdom. . As the yoiing 
queen interpofed in no affairs of ftate, the old 
loi'd Boyd, his fon, the earl of Murray, and his: 
brother. Sir Alexander, were ? fammoned to a 
parliament which met at Edinburgh. The old 
lord, more than fufpeding that his deftru6lion 
and that of his family, was intended, , i^ifed 
men, alnd (as Hawthorndeji fays) appeared .at 
Edinburgh with a force fuperior to that which 
guarded the f)arliament, and was thereforq 
fuifered . to depart. This infolence encreafed 
James's indignation againft him ; and levying a 
ftrong body of troops, to proted himfelf and 
his parliament, the latter pronounced fentence 
againft the three heads of the houfe of; Boyd, 
on the (ei:on4 of November 1469, Tljw.ifcni^. 

tencet 
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lence was. founded upon the treafonable re'- A, t). 1469. 
moval of the king from Linlithgow, as has 
been before related. The Boyds and their ad- 
herents urged the parliamentary indemnity 
which had paffed for that aft ; and here it muft 
be confeffed, the infii-mity of the old parlia- 
mentary conftitution appeared as confpicuoufly 
in Scotland, as it had often done in England 
on the like occafions. The C'nemies of the 
Boyds appealed to the notoriety of their power, 
which was fuch as rendered it unfafe for the 
free and independent part of the parliament td 
appear, or to vote againft them ; nor did James 
hinlfelf deny that the declaration he had made; 
and upon which that indemnity was grounded^ 
had been fuggefted to him by the Boyds, and 
formed, in reality, a part of the charge of ^reafon 
againft them. The old lord had not the Cou- 
rage to ftand his trial ; but his brother bravely 
faced the ftorm, and produced ah aft of parlia- 
ment, dated the twenty-fifth of Qftober 1466, 
juftifying all he had done. ' His defence availed 
him nothing, for he was condenined to die; and 

Lord Biijrd 

his head was accordingly cut off on the caftle- lofcsui^ 
hill of Edinburgh. 

Many are the reflections that occur from this 
part of the Scotch hiftory. Thejuftice of the 
fentence againft the Boyds, according to the 
letter of the law, is queftionable, but is cer- 
tainly defenfible, according to the fpirft of the 
conftitution ; the parliament itfelf having com- 
mitted 
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A. D. 1469. mitted an illegal ad, in indemnifying them for 

having violated its fundamental principles. 
The king's Thc earl of Arran's fate was much harder 
^r«ef from than that of his father and his unde, under 
A^M,'***^ whofe direftion he was, when he attended them 
in carrying oflF the king from JL.inlithgow to 
Edinburgh, the only aft of treafoh that could, 
be alledged againft him. On leaving the coaft 
of Scotland, he fteered for that of Denmark; 
but finding an unfafe retreat there, he went'to 
Frapce, and by the recommendation of Lewis 
the eleventh (finding all his endeavours to be 
reftored to his own country fruitlefs) he en- 
tered into the fervice of the duke of Burgundy, 
with whom he was in great favour ; and he is 
faid to have died at Antwerp in 147 1, where a 
: noble monument was erefted to his memory. 
I cannot help thinking that the conduft of the 
king towards his filler, the countefs of Arran, 
forms one of the blackeft periods of his hiftory ; 
and, however -the ftory may be palliated by 
fome writers, enough remains, acknowledged 
by all, to fliew the defpotic and unrelenting 
difpofition of James, His fifter had borne two 
children, James and Graecina, to the earl her 
huftand; but the lord Hamilton being now 
the king's favourite at court, a refolution was 
formed, againft all laws, divine and human, 
that he fliould be his brother-in-law likewife. 
James had invited his fifter home, and, in hopes 
of being able to fcrve her hufband, flie accord- 
ingly 



OF SCOTLAND. 105 

ingly returned to Scotland. The reader is here ^'^^ h69» 
to obferve, that ever fince the fervice that had 
been done by the lord Hamilton in the late 
reign, it had been given out, by the friends of 
the Hamilton family, that James had promifed 
his eldeft daughter in marriage to that nobleman 
as foon as flie fliould grow up. Whatever may 
be in this tradition, it is certain, that foon after 
the return, of the countefs to Scotland, the 
king, in the moft unwarrantable manner (that 
of fummoning the earl of Arran to appear in 
fixty days, though the latter knew it pauft be 
his certain deftrvidion) procured a divorce be- 
tween that noblernan and his fifter. This being 
the true ftate of the fad, it is by no means fp 
important as hiftorians have inade it, whether 

* • , , ■ and fnar« 

flip was married to the lord Hamilton during ncdiothc 
the earPs life or not. The infamy of the tranf- mUton** 
aclipn lies in the manner of procuring the di- 
vorce, for whick no hiftorian has affigned the 
finalleft reafon, but barbarous defpotifm. Whe- 
ther the earl, in the year 1474, when fliie is 
faid to have been aftually married to the lord 
Hamilton, was alive or not, is a matter of no 
confequence, becaufe flie was to be confidered 
as a widow the moment the divorce paffed. 
The delay of the marriage (if it was delayed) 
till the earl's death, was probably occafioned 
by the affeftion which his wife bore him, which 
would not fufFer her to give her hand to ano- 
ther while he was alive. 
Vol. IV. . P To 
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A.o. 1470. To this acra we are to refer the ereftioti of 
dfcw's" the bifiiopriic of St. Andrew*s into ati archbi* 
an arcbb^ * flioprfc. By \vhat tnt^nt this was effefted, ftiall 
*'^'^' be Ihown in the ^clefiaftical part of this hiftory, 
for I am no^ to attend civil alSairs. The par- 
liatnent which had forfeited the Bpyds, feetas 
to have continued Ml fitting ; at leaft many 
excelkti't hv^ were .faffed ibotil thi^ time. 
The Black AAs, To tailed from their being 
printted in Saxon tharaa^lr, tmdier the reign of 
the uirfortntiate queen Mary, and the pdlton- 
age of her hittoriail, Lefley, bifhop of !Rofs, ^rfe 
of fiiigular uft to the hiftory of Sc6thiid, bfe- 
caufe they are tmetting guides. 1 fliall totich. 
tipon thofei that are of the greateft nisitioA^l iili- 
portance. This parliatnetot hid fo gteat a re- 
gard t6 the poor, that i3f they Were iiijurioutly 
treated by the ordihiry teiiiporal judges,- they 
TVere ordered to fuitimoh before the king and 
cotmcil not only the party injuring, but thofe 
who refufed, or partially adminiftered, juftice, 
\vho, if found Culpable x)f the firft, were to be 
deprived of their office at the difcrelion of the 
kitig and council, and to pay coft to the plain- 
tiff: and, iiF proved guilty of the lattert depri- 
vation of office for three years was the penalty 
of thofe judges who enjoyed their offices in fee; 
but thofe who held them Only for a time, were 
not Only rendered for ever after incapable, but 
alfo corporally punilhed. In order to counter- 
balance the encouragement which this ftatute 

might 
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mig[ht give to vexatipus or friyplous complaints, a. d. 1470, 
corporal punifhraents, if the parties could not 
pay, were enafted againft the offenders; but, 
after all, an appeal lay to the king in cpupcil, 
and their decjfiqn wa§ final. 

, As, before this time, tjie right to gre^t ba-. ^^^*' 
rpnies refted upon imniemprial poffeffion, and. pieced- 
aj5 the method of charter and feifiir, now intro- 
duced, were coniidered a$* innovations, the 
i^tes alfp ordained. That if obligations were 
not profecuted within forty ye^r§, they loft their 
efficacy J and that thofe who bought by the n^w 
inventions (as they are called) of charter and 
fcifin, reverfionabje eftates, muft reftore thenqi 
to their ancient poffeffors, they fulfilling the 
forms of reverfion. And as in times of confufipn 
thefe might eafily be loft, a regifter was ap- 
pointed by the king, where they might be en- 
groffed. The tumultuary proceedings in elefting 
magiftrates for burghs had been fuch, that their 
conftitution was now new modelled. No fet of 
magiftrates were to continue longi^r than one 
year; the old council of each burgh was to 
choofe the new; and bpth together, affifted 
by a tradefman chofen out of each craft, had 
the appointment of the fqcceeding magifiates. 

The conftitution of optarles, a fet of men. 
very neceflary then jln Scotland, fell next und^ 
the public confideration. By a kind of com- 
plaifance paid not only by the Scots, but other 
nations in Europe, the emperor of Germany 

P2 had 
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ia.D.1470. had always appointed them to a£l in all civil 
contrails. This ivas juftly confidered by the 
Scotch parliament as an invafion of the king's 
right, who was an independent fovereign. He 
was therefore impowered to appoint notaries, the 
bilhop certifying for their morals and fcience ; 
their inftruments were to have full faith in all 
fuch caufes, no imperial ones being henceforth 
to be permitted, but fuch as had the fovereign's 
approbation. From this reftriftion notaries 
ordained by the pope were exempted. 

In the time of parliaments and general coun« 
tils, and at fairs, it had been cuftomary for the 
great conftables of caftles, for IherifFs, and the 
bailjies of boroughs, to extort from the poor 
venders of provifions, grievous cuftoms by way 
of fees, by which they were not only oppreffed, 
but victuals became dearer ; the Rates therefore 
wifely ordained, That no fuch extortions fliould 
henceforth be levied on the fubjeft, on pain of 
corporal punifhment at the king's pleafure, and 
• deprivation of office for a year. This aft was in- 
tended by way of indemnification to the lower 
ranks of people, who, though excluded from 
the rights of voting at eleftions, were, at the 
fame time, exempted from all oppreffions, too 
often refulting from them ; and, at the fame 
time, under-tenants were obliged to pay no 
more to the creditors of their matters than the 
real debts they owed them. Several ufeful re- 
gulations were eftabliflied in the admeafuremenfc 

of 
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of woollen cloth, and for the prefervation of the a.d. 1470. 
fry of trouts, falmon, and other fifli. 

The regulations with regard to hofpitals not 
having been carried properly into pradice, the 
eftates therefore requefted the king and the or- 
dinaries to fee it put in execution, and ap- 
pointed Mr. Richard Guthrie, king's confeffor 
and almoner (eleemofynar), his majefty and 
the ordinaries giving him full authority to re- 
form them. Although Saturdays and other 
vigils were by law only holy from even-fong to 
cven-fong, mechanics had been accuftomed to 
do no work the whole day : as this was a real 
detriment to both employer and mailer, they 
were ordered to work four hours every fuch 
day, on pain of lofing their week's wages ; and 
to keep none but the great folemn feafts of the 
church, on pain of excommunication. 

The great abufe of fanftuarics, by thofe who 
had been guilty of premeditated murder, be- 
came now a grievance that called for redrefs. 
The parliament therefore enafted. That where 
any flaughter was committed, or fore-thought 
felony, (as the ftatute exprefles it) and the af- 
faffin fled to proteftion, the IherifFfliould inform 
the ordinary of the church, or the lords of the 
other fanftuary, that as fuch a refugee was a 
premeditated murderer, to whom the laws deny 
the immunity of the church, he muft furrender 
him to be tried within fifteen days, where, if 
it can be proved that the murder was defigned, 

he 
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A.D. i47i« be muft be puniihed aceordiog to the laws of 
the realm ; but if othcrwife, he was to be re* 
intitled to the protedion of the chur<:h. Severe 
penalties were likewife enafted againfi the ibe- 
riffs and other magiftrates vho fuffercd mur- 
derers to efcape. The fame parlianfient made 
fome regulations with regard to the internal 
navigation of the kingdom, and the coinage, 
inakingit capital either to import or coin black 
or counterfeit money, 
chtwftm Before I proceed in the hiftory of this reign, 
tld h?." it is neceffary that I fliould lay before the reader 
fome account of the character of the perfon, 
family, and court of James, in order to enable 
bim to form fome idea of the fprings of the 
unhappy events which afterwards befel that 
prince. He had before his eyes, at the time I 
treat of, a profpecl of being, though not the 
xao& powerful, yet the happieft and the richeft 
prince that had ever fwayed the Scottifli fcep- 
ire. Fadion expired at his feet; the feudid 
oppreilions and rebellions were extinguiihed ; 
the civil laws were reverenced j the people or- 
derly, quiet, and fubmifllve; amd, above all, 
the clergy of every denomination, as I ih^ 
foon have occaiion to Ihew, refpedled the king 
more than they did the pope. As to James, 
he gave himfelf up to a quiet, aad perhaps toe 
fedentary, a life. Mufic and architedure were 
bis favourite ftudies. He delighted in the cpn- 
verfation of learned and ingenious men ; and he 

had 
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had «^gag^ (ome bf coaiidcrable appomtm^^ts a.}e>. 147% 
frpM oihei: coudliits td tiefi4e at his co^rt 
Such, if not the bright, is the fair, fide <)f his 
charafter. Jatiaes had not that fottitude of 
mind which his father poffeffed, and which 
made amends fot* 1 miferaWe edacation, wheft 
contending fa^ions atqnired and retaiiied 
powef, by indulging the diii)Oliti'oti of thfelr 
young king, howivel* dangerous it might be. 
He naturally was ifond of monty ; and he Wai 
Weak enbugh to cOn^fttliethe power with which 
the pariiamtnt had invefted him, as bdonging 
to hi-s perfdn, and not to his o&ce ; thit is, he 
thought himfdf ^t liberty to employ it Jilt)!- 
tfariiy, without regard to Hht laws Or intlina- 
tions Of his people ; ^nd thi'S WJis the foufce ol 
all his misfortunes. His brother, Akx^ndeir, 
duke Of Albkny, affe^ed a martial chataftfet. 
He delightedin afms ind Wat-hoifes; in his 
perfon he WaS fobuft, iahd in his drfpofition 
rough an4 boifterous ; fo that he teemed de- 
figned by nature to fupply what was wanting 
in the king his brother. The youngeft brbthei-, 
the earl of Mar, partook of the chataAer of 
both. "Wh'en at cotirt, he was gentHe and in* 
finuating in his manners, but delighted in hunt- 
ing, and other eXereifes Of the field, and parti- 
cularly in rearing a fine breed of horfes. Such 
were the charafters of thofe three royal bro- 
thers, as drawn by authors who were beft en- 
abled to judge. An incident happened, which, 

though 
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A.D.I47I- though properly eccleiiafiical, claims a place in 
this part of our hiftory^ from whence it cannot, 
be feparated. 

Contumacy While the power of the Boyds continued, 

Scotch Patric Graham, nephew (tho* more probably 
againftthe utcrine brother) to biflxop Kennedy, being 
^*^* then bifliop of Brechin, was nominated to fuc- 
ceed that prelate in the fee of St. Andrew's ; but 
it was neceffary for him to repair to Rome, 
and there be confirmed by the pope. The 
Boyds made ufe of all, their intereft to prevent 
his journey, but without eflfeft ; for the biflxop 
departed without the king's licence, was moft 
gracioufly received by pope Paul the fecond, 
not only on account of his high birth, and al- 
liance with the royal blood, but of his perfonal 
merit; and in the year 1468, his holinefs con- 
firmed his eleftion, I have often obferved, in 
the courfe of this work, how very independent 
the Scotch clergy were upon the papal power ; 
nor has the reader hitherto met, in the courfe 
of this hiftory, a fingle inftance in which, as 
ecclefiaftics, they influenced the affairs of the 
nation, or had any difference with the civil 
power ; a happinefs which no nation in Europe, 
befides themfelves, could at that time boaft of. 
Good bifliop Graham very probably thought 
that his brethren paid too little deference to 
his holinefs, and reprefented the neceflity of 
removing all difputes with the metropolitans 
of York, who had long claimed a fuperiority 

over 
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over the Scotch clergy, by giving the latter a A.V.147U 
metropolitan of their own, who would remind 
them of their duty to the holy fee. Nothing 
could be more agreeable than this advice was 
to the pope, who immediately invefted the bi- sibuia. 
£hop with the title of Confer vator of the Church's 
Privileges ^, and thereby convocator and pre- 
fident of the national fynods. In 147 1, he was 
made archbifhop, primate, and metropolitan of 
Scotland, by Pope Sixtus the fourth ; and no 
fooner was the power of the Boyds extinguifhed 
there, than he returned to his own country 
with thofe foreign feathers of ecclefiaftical au- 
thority. 

Inftead of being received by the clergy as the 
father of their church, they confidei'ed him as 
the tyrant of their order, and the betrayer of 
their liberties, and I think with great juftice ; 
as it will be proved, in the courfe of this work, 
that the Scotch clergy had, before this time, 
internal powers fufficient for regulating all 
affairs of their church, by elefting from among 
their own body a prelate who could occafion- 
ally prefidc over them, and aft as metropoli- 
tan. They applied to the throne, and, as fome 
report, prefented James with eleven hundred 
marks by way of free gift, which if they did, 
they certainly afted very properly. They re- 
prefented to him, that Graham had behaved 

• Confervator Prxvilegiorum Ecclefiae. 

Vol. IV. Q^ not 



114 T H E H I S T O R Y 

Xd.1471. not only improperly as a fubjeft, but a church- 
man ; that he had broken the laws, by repair- 
ing to Rome without a licence from the crown ; 
that he had injured the interefts and indepen- 
dency of their fees ; that he had been guilty of * 
fimony, by purchafing ecdefiaftical preferments , 
at a foreign court ; and, in fhort, that he had 
betrayed the rights of the Scottiih crown to 
the pope of Rome ; and that he was guilty of 
what the Scotch law calls barratry. Thus far 
the complaints of the prelates were regular and 
conftitutional ; but they opened a dangerous 
precipice for the liberties of the kingdom in 
another quarter. 
Conduft of * James, in amufing himfelf with his favourite 
"hTiV" ftudies, grew rather too fond of a private life, 
and put himfelf too much ip the power of his 
domeftics, fome of whom were worthlefs cler- 
gymen. He was averfe to bufinefs, and con- 
fidered himfelf as under a kihd of controul 
when in company with his own nobility. Thus 
his mind was left open to the imprefSons of 
defigning men. They perfuaded him, that it 
would be eafy to improve the differences be- 
tween the pope and his clergy, lb as to engrofs 
into his own hands immenfe fums from the 
prefentations to bifhoprics and church-livings ; 
jand James greedily followed their advice. He . 
fent exprefs orders difcharging Graham, who ha4 
already publiflied his legantine and metropo- 
litan powers, from proceeding in the exercife 

of 
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.of either; and an aft of parliament was made, a. d'. 1471. 
by which all clergymen, religious and fecular, 
were prohibited to purchafe abbacies,'Or fuch • 
other benefices at the court of Rome, 2^s of old 
had not been difpofed of by that court, or to- 
inform the fame court of the value of benefices, 
or to procure unions of benefices, or to coUeft 
any more money for the ufe of that fee than 
appeared to be due by the Provincial Book, or 
the Old Taxation of Bagimont, which, it fecms, 
contained a concordat or agreement between 
the popes and kings of Scotland, with refpect 
to the difierent rights of the pontificate and 
regale. The ad farther declares all fuch per- 
fons, fpiritual and temporal, who had done or 
would do any thing contrary to thefe ftatutes, 
to be traitors to the king, and for ever incapa-r 
ble of any office within the kingdom, 

Thofe were regulations well worthy of a pa- 
triot parliament ; but want of moderation in 
James rendered them the inftruments of his 
defpotiim. The ftrift provifions againft barra- 
try * had fliut up all intercourfe between the 
inferior clergy, who were the greateft fufferers, 
and the fee of Rom^, to which alone they could 
appeal for redrefs againft the corruption of the 
courtiers ; fo that the moft confiderate part of 
the nation began to think that matters had 
been carried rather too far againft Graham ; and 

* This amounts to, what is eatitled in England of premu- 
nir€. 

Qji indeed 
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^i>.4... indeed that prelate was in a very und.firable 
fituation.. His adverfaries found means to 
reprefent to his holinefs the flame which 
. his legantme and metropolitan powers had 
raifedm Scotland; and, according to the poli, 
tics of that fee, he refolved to drop the man. 
but to fupport the meafure, which indeed • 
through the depravity of the court, became 
now, ,n fome degree, neceflary. Graham's ene- 
mies, not contented with having triumphed 
ov.r hnn in Scotland, carried their cTa'rtt 

agaxnfth.m (though I think with no great c!n 
fiftency of conduA) to the court of Rome, 
where he was charged with being guilty of 

taT\ .T* 'f °*'^^ ^"""- ^' wording 
to the Scotch authors, he was, in confequence 
of thofe accufations, degraded and condemned 
to perpetual imprifonment. But this could 
not have been done immediately; for in ,474 
he IS defigned archbiihop of St. Andrew's, nun' 

^^ *° -;chbifhop Spotfwood and Buchanan, tha! 
he difcharged the epifcopal, though perhaps 
not the archiepifcopal, funftions of that £ 
It may be proper here to inform the reader' 

reft' :i '^'rr^* ^^^ ^"^^-- -4 'le 

reft, allow Graham to have been a prelate of 
great virtue and learning, of which the fol- 

iToifn T- '""^"T ^"^ W^"^^"" Schevez, 
a young divme, who fought to rife to prefer! 
pent by any ^eans, had lludied at Louvaiq 
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under one Sperinc, a noted aftrologer, a fcicncc a. p. h7%* 
by which all the courts o£ Europe were then 
bewitched, and among others that of Scotland^ 
Having quick parts, and a plaufible addrefs, 
when he returnedi to Scotland, he figured 
in the court as a bright genius, and a profound 
aftrologer, with fuch fuccefs, that James ap- 
pointed him to the archdcanry of St. Andrew's. 
The qualities which had recommended him 
to James proved, in the eyes of Graham, ir- 
refiftible obftacles to his rifing in the church ; 
for he declared he never would admit into 
fuch a place a perfon whofe chief merit was 
his applying himfelf to ftudies that were un- 
profitable or unwarrantable. Schevez, exaf- 
perated at this repulfe, connefted himfelf with 
one Lock, the redor of the public fchools in 
the univerfity, which were not under Gra- 
ham's jurifdiftion ; and this Lock actually ex- 
communicated the bifliop. The latter, at firft, 
defpifed fo feeble a fulmination; but the court 
patronizing his enemies, they proceeded againft 
him as an excommunicated perfon, difmifled 
his attendants, fequeftered his effeds, and feized 
his revenues. His all being thus facrificed to 
James, he was taken once more into the royal 
favour ; and Graham was fo good a Chrifiian, 
that he even was reconciled to Schevez ; when, 
all of a fudden, the leeches of the court of 
Rome were let loofe upon him, for payment of 
ices for the bulls that had been expedited in 

his 



ii8 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A. D. 1473. his favour at Rome. In fliort, according to 

Diftreflcs of Buchanan, he was reduced to the moft deplor- 

GMham. able diftrefs, both in mind and fortune, and 

was arrefted in his own caftle of St. Andrew's. 

His fufferings having aflfefted his undefftand- 

ing, the care of his perfon was committed to 

Sch^vez, wlio was declared, his coadjutor, and 

Scheve. who, at laft, obtained his fee. Thus far I have 

advanced ^0 | , 

the fee of thought proper to touch upon the management 

drcwv" of the church in this part of my hJftory, be- 

caufe it exhibits to the reader ftriking proofs of 

the true charafter of James and his court; and 

I fliall now proceed in the civil hiftory. 

1474. No prince ever took greater pains for his own 

proceedings aggrandizement, than James did for his ruin. 

mcmV*' While his courtiers were rioting in the fpoils 
of the church, and every thing was venal in his 
fervife, he was bleft with an aftive and a pa- 
triotic parliament, who were miftaken in nothing 
but their throwing too great a portion of the 
power, which they took from the fcale of the 
chixrch, into that of the prerogative. This how- 
ever, as things were then circumftanced, was 
unavoidaible ; and it is no wonder if they after- 
wards exemplarily punifhed thofe who abufed 
their generous confidence^ The parliament 
which next met gave liberty to thofe who 
thought themfelves injured by the verdid of an . 
inqueft, to appeal to the king and council ; a pro- 
viiion which was full of equity, becaufe inquefts, 
m Scotland, ia criminal matters, to this day» 

are 
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arc not required to be unanimous ; and, even in a.d. 1474. 
^England, matters of law often arife that call for 
the opinion of a higher judicature. As the 
Scotch parliament had always a war with Eng- 
land in their eye, fo they omitted nothing to 
provide againft fuch an event An aft was 
made. That all fpears, whether fabricated at 
home, or imported from abroad, fliould be fix 
ells long; a length fo enormous, that at this 
diftance of time its utility can fcarcely be con- 
ceived. In imitation of the law of i^ngland, 
the great ecclefiaftical fiefs were obliged to de- 
fray part of the burthen of war, and prelates, 
as^well as barons, were to provide carriages for 
the field. Every yeoman, who was not an 
archer, was to provide himfelf with a battle-axe 
and a target made of one hide' (folded we fup- 
pofe into a reafonable compafs) to refift the fhot 
of the Englifti ; a proof that the Scots, as yet, 
did not deal much in fmall artillery. Thofe • 
arms were to be produced at all the reviews, or 
wappinfliawings, which the flierifis were en- 
joined to hold. The former laws againft furred 
fcarlets. not having anfwered the furpofes of 
fumptuary acts, becaufe they had been fucceeded 
by filks, which had not been provided againft, 
it was ordained. That none but knights, min- 
ftrels, heralds, or fuch as could fpend one 
hundred pounds of land-rent, fhould wear 
filken doublets, gowns, or cloaks, on pain of 
forfeiting ten pounds for every fault to the king, 

and 
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A. D. 1474* and the clpaths thcmfelves (except fuch as were 
already made) to the heralds and minftrels. 
The wives of fuch as were not poffeffed of an 
annual revenue of one hundred pound, were 
forbidden to ufe filk for any thing but fleeves 
and collars, (as they are termed) on the fame 
penalties. 
ittewci- ^^^ *^^ ^^ which ought to render this par- 

wU?*** liament immortal, and which proves how well 
they underftood the national intereft, was that 
relating to filheries. Their anceftors had long 
feen the Flemings, the Dutch, the Hamburghers, 
the Dantzickers, and other fons of induftry, all 
round them, acquiring power and riches by fifli— ^ 
ing upon the coafts of Scotland. . Many afts 
had been made for improving thofe filheries for 
the benefit of the mother-country ; but the in- 
ternal difturbances of the kingdom, the employ- 
ment which the great men always found for their 
tenants in the profecution of their family and 
other feuds, and the more eafy methods of 
acquiring riches, by commerce or piracy, had 
always fruftrated the good intentions of the le- 
giflature for that branch of induftry. The fol* 
lowing ftatute, however, was made in this parli- 
ament. The lords, that is, the parliament, 
think fit, for the common good of the realm, 
and the great entres (income) of riches, which 
will be brought into it from other countries, 
that certain lords, fpiritual and temporal, and 
burgefies gar (caufe) make great ihips, bufles, 

and 
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and pink-boats, with nets and all other necef- a. p. 147^. 
faries for filhing. Before I proceed, I arii to 
take a view of the hiftory of England, to prc- 
rferve more naturally its connexion with that 
of Scotland. 

The earl of Warwic, who had been the chief Affairs of 

. ' England. 

mftrument of placing Edward the fourth on the 
throne of England, had feveral motives, fome of 
them founded in pride, and others in reafon, 
for thinking that he and his family had been 
indifferently ufed by that prince, whofe queen^s 
relations now managed all the affairs of his go- 
vernment. He had an interview with Lewis 
the French king, with whom he paffed fome 
days in the higheft intimacy ; and they privately 
refolved upon reftoring the crown to the houfe 
of Lancafter. The diflipated, diffolute, life 
led by Edward, had detached many of his fo- 
reign friends from his intereft; and even his 
brother, the duke of Qarence, was in fecret his 
enemy, and married the earl of Warwic's 
daughter, then the greateft heirefs in England. 
Some infurreftions, which foon after broke out 
in Yorkfliire, afforded a fair opportunity for 
the Scots to have given difturbance to Eng- 
land ; but they remained quiet, though the re- 
bels had even proceeded to cut off the head of 
the earl of Rivers, father to the queen. At laft, 
the duke of Clarence and the earl of Warwic 
declared openly againft Edward ; and making 
him prifoner, he was committed to Middleham- 
Vol. lY/ R caftle, 
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A. D. 1474. caftle, in the cuftody of the apchbifliOp of \H^ 
brother to the earl of War wic. tie fooii fefta|)6(i 
Brom his cdhfiheihenk ; but the fiicdeSes b^thfe 
cajrl of Warwic obliged hiiri tb fiy, ttrilli ^ ffelfr 
attendants, on board an Englifli and t^d iSiiti:^ 
fhips, that lay on the coaft of Norfollc, to Holland. 
Henry, upon this, was reiloreci to his throne J 
and he continued the marquis OlF Montague, 
brother to the carl of Warwic> his warden of 
..* the Scotch marches, from whence he met witE 
no difturbance. Edward, through the affefiancc 
of the duke of tiurgundy, fobn aifter landed 
with a fmall army at Ravenfpur in ^orklhire, 
where he found the country people 10 much in 
the kitereft of the houfe of Lancafter, that he 
was forced publicly to declare he was not come 
to reclaim the crown, but his family-eftate ^ by 
which pretended moderation he foon acquired 
many friends. ' Being reconciled to his brother, 
the duke oiF Clarence, he marched tp London, 
where he refumed the exercife of his regal func- 
tions, while the Lancaflrian party ilbiinls: to 
nothing; and the iU-fated Henry the fixth be* 
came once ihore a prifoner to his rivals Ed- 
ward, who foon after defeated and killed th« 
carl of Warwic and his brother, in the great 
battle of Barnet, which, in faft, fccured the 
throne to the houfe of York. When it was 
too late, queen Margaret landed, with feme 
French reinforcements, at Weymoutt, in the 
weft of England; and being aiUfted by the 

duke 
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^uj^f qf Spm^rfet, ^d ptber I.anc?iftriap nOr a. a 1471. 
^Igjjejn, ^e once move brought an army into 
tfecfidd, i^hich was fii;ially dcf^^tpd at T^wkefr 
iNHiy ^Sf Edw^4» vha barb^ureufly put hey 
|)y;^V? yoW^S fon to death, afff r he l^ad been 
f ^n pjcifoncr. This murder was fqllpAved by 
^afc of tj}^ chi^f l^ancaftriaps, who ^erc 
d^^ IJayglitered in cold bipod, or loft their 
^^c^f by \^c hands of common e^iecutioners j 
bftt Jthe y.Qung ^s^rj of Jlichniond, ift^srwards 
flfepjry th^ fcyenth of England, escaped froin 
^y^J^a tp Francp. 

Thf dp?,th pf Henry the fixth (\vho is faid, Ancffec- 
but f^dfely, to have been murdered by the duk^ ciati^wkh 
^ GJJp^cefteTj Edward's brother) happened *^^*^^ 
JfopJi. after. The Scots had kept themfelves- 
entirely neutral during thofe momentous dif- 
p)afe^ in England ; and indeed I am of opinion, 
thft thf leading men of the parliament an4 
couwril yrere, in their principles, Yorkifls, an4 
thought that they could not efpoufe the caufe 
of tlje ^iQufe of jL.anc2^fter without endangering 
thip tran^wilUty of th^ir own country. Ed- 
Wa?4 ,bsing r? -fettled upon his thronje, thought, 
tbfi fri*p4ft^p of Scotland of fo much confe- 
gueftce, tha^ he could not do top 9iuch to fecurc 
it U^ t^d formed a fcheme for uniting his 
fax^ily tp th^t of James by marriage, and had 
propofed his own daughter, Cecily, as a wife 
tp the young prince who had been born to 
J^mes, and wa§ afterwards the fourth of his 

R 3 namei 
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A.D. 1474, name. As the parties were, as yet, in their 
cradles, and as it would require feveral years 
before fuch a marriage could take eflFeft, Ed- 
ward was \yilling, in the mean while, that 
jTome matrimonial conneftions might be formed ' 
between the chief families of' England and 
Scotland ; and accordingly plenipotentiaries 
were, by both kings, appointed to meet on the 
borders ; thofe for Scotland being the biiQiops 
of Glafgow, Aberdeen, and Orkney; the earls 
of Argyle, Crawford, and Caithnefs ; the lords 
Hamilton, Borthwic, and Seton ; John Stuart 
lord Darnley, David Guthrie lord-regifter, and 
Duncan Dundafs, Efq. After various meet- 
ings, all that thofe commiffioners did, was to 
' prolong the truce between the two nations to 
July 1483; the commiffioners on both fides 
undertaking for their matters that, in the in- 
termediate time, a new congrefs Ihould be held, 
to difpofe every thing towards a final accom- 
modation. 
Duplicity The intrigties of Lewis the eleventh were 

Freach the truc caufcs why the late congrefs came to 
"** nothing. He never was without agents and 

ambaffadors refiding in Scotland ; and that na- 
tion in general had fuch a veneration for their 
old allies, the French, that he found them al- 
ways difpofed to his intcrcft, though perhaps 
not without employing pecuniary means, of 
which he was as lavifli in his foreign negocia- 
tions, as he was fparing in his domeftic con- 

' cerns. 
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cerns. He was, at this time, at war with the ^' ^« '474- 
duke of Brittany ; and he had fent over one 
Concreflault, as his ambaffador, to propofe to 
James and his council to take part with him in 
that war, by putting to fea all the fliips he 
could man, and by taking into his fervice a 
body of Danifh troops. The duke of Brittany 
came to the knowledge of Concreflault's ne- 
gociation, and publicly charged Lewis with a 
faft, which is not at all unlikely, that he had 
offered James the duchy of Brittany on con- 
dition of his affifting him in the war, cither 
againft the duke of Brittany or Burgundy. 
The council of Scotland wjis not fo forward 
as Lewis had expected to agree to his propofat, 
iJirhich might be well owing to that prince's 
dharafterfor diffimulation and treachery. They 
excufed themfelves, however, upon the un- 
fettled ftate of affairs between themfelves and 
England upon the borders, where indeed great 
diforders and irregularities had been com- 
mitted. It would aflford very little entertain- 
ment or inftruftion'to recount the many fruit- 
lefs meetings and conferences that paffed on 
that account. It is fufficient to fay, that after 
the late prolongation of the truce, the bor- 
derers on both fides were required to exhibit 
their mutual complaints and grievances; and 
courts for thofe. purpofes were appointed to be 
held every twenty days. 

This 
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A- D. 1474. This unii?ttled ftate of affairs between Eif^n 
Negocuhon j^j^ ^^^ ScotUnd (for Edyrard 4HFi]k np^ tnift 
Burgu^y. ^^ *^^ ^^»^^) difabled that l^ng frpox giv4Bg 
the ipj^^ft^nce which lie wiibed (o affprd $0 hi^ 
frien4 and ally, the duke of ^urgy^ndy. The 
latter fent tQ Scotland two ^mbaff^prs, foh 
pard de Ana^opgcn, and George B^iert^ 11$ 
order to prevent ^ny refento^ent which J'aH^?% 
might have on account pf |he late breaches o£ 
the truce upon the borders^ while Eflw^r^i w^% 
aflifting hira againft the king of France- James^ 
foithfylly promifed to dbferve the truce fop 
two y^ars, but infilled upon fatisfadipn for s», 
depredation of another kind, that had beeii 
made upon his fubjects* I have already m^fth. 
tioned the greaj; flup (Bu^hana,n call^ it th« 
I^rgeft ever put to fea) that had \)ee^ built 1))f 
bif^p Kennedysi and had always l)eeii e$^ 
ployed in trading voyages. This veffel, whicli 

ISlfjIOD 

Kennedy's in fopetgn pavts w^s c^lle4 he S^ly^tof,, 19 itft 
wrVckcd/ returp to Scotland, was wrecked upQ» tkr Twkr 
Led bl' £hir<K coaft, and moft of the crew pmftieA The 
barbari(^y of the inhabitants made prifonera of 
fuch of the crew as bad the good fortune ta 
come 2i\v€ on jSiore ; and, among others, the 
abbot of Inchcolm (who very probably had a 
Urge fliare in the cargo) fell into the hands of 
one Garr, who obliged him to pay. ail uncon- 
fipionable ranfom for his liberty. As the ibip 
was immenfely rich, James was advifed by his 

council 



the En^liih, 
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cbuiicil to thuke iffafe pllifid^r of its tonlente k A.i>.i47V 
Hzf^jjtizl coTiceniy and to demand htiifzQi&h 
for the Ipfs his fubjecls had fuft^ihed. An cm*- 
hiSSy wis ^cbrffih^y dispatched to £n%}and» 
to dfemand redreft dF th* barge. The inclhia- 
tibh t)f Jamesj and the fituation Of ^dtratd, did 
hot Aeh admit efthtr off thole princes to think 
b¥%ar fti earneft; and ft was igirded, that thie fuf- 
terfers tnight ftie for their dama^i in the coxtm 
df Engird-, but ^jrithout being at «b6tty td 
inaikc any feprifels. Accot-dirigly we fiad, that 
'the Scots'recovered five hundi'ed marks for thdr Ry»«. 
daitragts -^ i fi^ml reparation, but perhs^ 'ki;. 
Jfdctitiatfe to their Idfs. 
The fftnationtif affitirs in Europe contintied AfrfA 

ncgocution* 

tb tt^kfe thfe friendship of Jimes df the ufemoft 
cbhfeqii^ck 'to ^R pki'tie^; tfnd as £dt«^ai\i 
fiArtrtly iTlteA^fed to efed a thort)tfgh cOftlMi- 
datioh of didir ihutual iiittTtkt^ he o»itted 
irothirig thiait could ¥ttri6V'e ill dbftades, c^- 
ct2cHy the utiredreffed coibfilUihts vipd^ the bor- 
Acts. He appointed the biihop of Coventry, 
Ae earl 6f l^orthutnberland, \vifeh other aoble- 
^Idn and gendem^n, fjfttct c^bre to weet with 
thfe 'Scots plcnipotentismtfs, who weVe, Thomas 
b7(hop of Aberdeen, David earl of Crawford, 
Jktft* l6rk Hamflton, Mr. AJekitodttr Ingiis, 
Aoftor of law, and Ihincan Dimdrfs, The 
grievittcfes "^ett tao tiiittetdns, atad of too co^m- 
plicated a ftataVe, JFot th&ife cbiftmiffioners to 
finilh 'th'eia j and the ^}zQci whteit coWrts fot 

that 
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A.D. 1474. ^i^^ purpofe were to be held were, Newbig- 
gingford, Ridenburn, Gammilfpeth, Bell, and 
< Lochmabenftane. 
Affairs of The incredible diflimulation, ambition, and 
urope* inconftancy, 6f the feveral powers in Europe, 
at this time, prefent a very unufual fcene of 
politics and adion. The kings of France and 
England, a^d the, dukes of Burgundy and Brit- 
tany, were the great parties concerned j but 
their views, fchemes, and alliances, took dif- 
ferent turns almoft every week. At laft, the 
duke of Burgundy, having a violent paffion for 
having his duchy ereded into a kingdom, topk 
poffeflion of the dukedom of Gueldres (a ftep 
that was far from being pleafing to James)' 
offered his daughter in marriage to Maximilian, 
archduke of Auftria, fon to the emperor, and 
entered into a private alliance with Edward of 
England, whom he engaged to affift in re- 
conquering France ; and at laft the duke of Brit- 
tany was to become a party in the fame confe- 
deracy. Though this fcheme was carried on 
with fuch inconceivable fecrecy,that even Lewis 
the eleventh knew nothing of it, yet Edward 
found it neceffary to impart it to James, who 
immediately fent private intelligence of it to 
the French king. How far his condud in this 
was defenfiWe, depends upon circumftances ; 
but certainly the propofal carried a very terrible 
afped towards James and his fubjefts. Lewis 
received the intelligence, as his manner was, 

without 
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without difcovering much emotion; but he a. d. 1474. 
feot ojie of his minifters, Moneypenny (who, 
if I miftake not, was himfelf a Scotchman) to" 
return James thanks, and to keep him firm in 
the alliance between the two crowns. Soon 
after, Edward adually claimed the crown of 
France, and invaded that kingdom ; and the 
reader will find, in the French and Englilh hif- 
tories, how the coolnefs and policy of Lewis 
defeated all his fchemes. , 

Notwithftanding the real attachment 'which ^ marriage 

" ^^ propofed 

James had for the houfe of Valois, the propofal bctw^n the 

/•I -n-ii • t % 1 prince of 

of the marriage ftiU continued between the srotiand 
prince- royal of Scotland, and the princefs Cecily princefs 
of England. In July this year, the following EogUnd. 
perfons, attended by the lord Lyon, king at 
grms, were fent ambafladors to the court of 
England: Thomas bifliop of Aberdeen, Sir 
John Colquhoun of Luf3, and James Schaw of 
Sauchy* In the following Oftober, they re- 
turned to Edinburgh, with the bifhop of Dur- 
ham, the lord Scroop, Mr. John Ruffel, keeper 
pf the privy-feal, and Mr, Robert Booth, doc- 
tor of laws, in their company. Thefe were 
commifiioners for Edward for putting the laft 
hand to the marriage treaty ; and new commif- 
fioners for the fame purpofe were appofnted by 
Jamea, confifting of John bifliop of Glafgow, 
William bifhop of Orkney, Colin earl of Ar- 
gyle, David earl of Crawford, the abbot of 
Holyrood-houfe, and the archdeacon of St. An- 
VoL.IV. S drew's. 



igo 
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A. D. 1474. drcw's. The treaty was at laft concluded on 
the twenty-fixth of the fame month, and its 
terms import, 
" That, in order to promote the wealth, 
' peace, honour, and intereft of this noble ijle^ 
callit Crete Brlfaney a match fhall be concluded 
between James, only fon and heir of James 
king of Scotland, and Cecily, the youngeft 
daughter of Edward king of England : that the 
truce made firft at York in 1464, and prolonged 
at Newcaftle in 1465, to the year 1519, fhall 
be punftually obferved : that during the faid 
truce both kings fhall be ready to affift one an- 
other, as often as required, againft their re- 
fpeclive rebels : that, in regard of the infancy 
of the prince and princefs, he being as yet but 
in the fecond year of his' age, and file no more 
than four years old, both kings fliall fojemnly 
promife to do all that in them lies to make the 
marriage eff'e<5hial in due time : that the prince 
and princefs, during the life of king James, 
. fliall have in dowry and joint feffement (I make 
ufe of the words contained in the record) all 
the lands and rents that belong to the old he- 
ritage of the prince and heir of Scotland, viz. 
the dukedom of Rothefay, the earldom of Car- 
rie, and the lordfliips, commonly called the 
Stuart-lands, of Scotland : that if the prince 
comes to be king before the death of the queen 
his mother, the princefs, as being then queen, 
fiiall have for her dowry the tierce or third 

part 
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. part of the lands and rents that belong to the a. d. 1474. 
crown ; and when the queen-mother comes to 
die, the fame dowry which this laft had en- 
joyed : that the king of England, in confide- 
ration of the faid n^arriage and* dowry, fhall 
give with his daughter the fum of twenty thou- 
fand merks Engliih money, whereof two thou- 
fand fliall be paid every year at Edinburgh, in 
the parifli-church of St. Giles; the firft pay-' 
ment on the fecond of February next, the fe- 
cond on the fame. day of February 1475-6, and 
fo on, till complete payment be made of the 
whole : that if either the prince or princefs die 
before the confummation of their marriage, 
another marriage between the heir of Scotland 
and a daughter of England ihall be concluded 
qn the fanie tenns ; otherwife that all the fums 
of money paid in the manner above-mentioned 
by the king of England, fliall be repaid by the 
king of Scotland within four years, the fum of 
two thoufand five hundred merks beingdeduced, 
which fum the king of England is willing to fink 
in confideration of the marriage, even although 
it fliould never be completed " 

Though this was one of the many matches 1475. 
concluded in thofe days, between princely par- mtmon qf 
ties, that never took place, yet many formalities \^l^^" 
attended it. The earl of Crawford and lord 
Scroop, as procurators for James and Edward, 
folemnly undertook, that the marriage agreed 
to ihould, to all intents and purpofes, be made 

S z cffec- 
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A.D.i47j. efFei^ual, as foon. as the prince and princefs 
fliould arrive at the age prefcribed by thecanonst 
Many other ceremonies pafled, at the fame time^ 
too tedious to repeit herejj, for fecUring the con- 
fummatibh oT the match*. It certainly was a 
incafure extremely convenient^ 6ti thany ac- 
counts, to James ; and as Edward was ptinftual 
in paying the money ftipulatfei, it Wa« equal to 
a fubfidy, and did James infinite fervide. Jan^es 
was advifed to lay hold of the preTent fitvour* 
able opportunity to hudibje th^ power of th* 
earl of Rofs, lord of the Iflefr, \^hich had always 
been a fling in the bofom of his gov^rtiteenti 
and that of his predeceffors* We have already 
feefi how John, who Was then earl, had, upon 
the death of his predeceffor, become a fubjed: 
and liegeman to the king of England. Whether 
this fubmiffion ever came to the knowledge of 
James, does not appear in hiftory ^blit I am in- 
clined to think that it did, and that Edward 
actually facrificed him to his new cobneftions 
with the court of Scotland. Early in the year 
1476. 147^5 ^he earl of Rofs (who, we ate told by 
Buchanan, had committed great depredations 
at fea upon the fubjefts of Scotland) was de- 
clared an out-law, and a fleet and army were 
prepared to reduce him ; the earl of Crawford 
being appointed admiral of the one, and the earl 
of Athol general of the other. The earl of Rofs 
being now deprived of the afliftance of England, 
was in no condition to refift ; and the earl of 

Athol 
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Athol was rewarded with the lands and forefts A»d.i474. 
of Cluny» for perfuading him to fubmit with- 
out Idfa of blood; He accordingly threw him* 
fdf upon the kiilg's mercy, and, by an aft of 
parliament, which met on the fourth of July 
this year, he was deprived of the earldoih of 
RofS) which was declared to be for ever unali* 
enable from the crown ; fo that neither the king 
nor his heirs Could give it to any but his fecond 
lawfully begotten fon; though Abercronaby 
feems to think that it might have defcended to 
any of the king's lawful children. 1 am now 
to attend the proceedings of the famip parlia* 
ment 

In the a^ I have mentioned, impowering the Pariii- 
fubje<^ to appeal from inferior courts to the ^^e^ 
king and council, fufficient care had not been *"^ 
taken that the caufes fliould go through all the 
intermediate tribunals. The confequence waS| 
that appeals poured in fo faft upon the council, 
that neither the king nor the members had any 
leifure to fpare for other affairs. To remedy 
this, die parliament now ordained. That all 
complaints (hould firft be purfued before the 
{heriffs, provofts, baillies of boroughs; in 
wiiich^ if they either refufed juftice, or were 
partial, the party aggrieved might then fum- 
mon them before the privy-council. Several 
game-laws were enafted by the fame parliament; 
and, though they are now obfolete,* they fliew 
that the Scotch land-holders of thofe days un- 

derftood 
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A. D. 1476* derftood the diverfions of the field (only witTi 
a greater mixture of humanity) as well as any 
of their pofterity have done fince, and that 
they were equally careful and provident about 
the prefervation and propagation of game. It 
is to be lamented, that thofe meetings of the 
Scotch parliaments were generally fo inconveni- 
ent to the commons and the minor barons, 
that they feldom or never attended a feflion to 
an end ; and the confequence was, that public 
affairs, before their departure, were thrown 
into the hands of a few great noblemen, who, 
having all the powers of parliament veiled in 
them, commonly confulted their own aggran- 
dizement, without following out the excellent 
plans of government that had been delineated 
by Jimes the fecond. Thus in 1474, all the 
public bufinefs was left in the hands of twenty- 
four perfons of the three eftates, and they had 
a power of continuing the feiEon till the next 

parliament. 

In the parliament I now treat of, it was de- 
creed, that their fovereign lord's juftice ftiould, 
twice a year, ride through the realm, and hold 
his courts for criminal caufes : and all iheriffs 
were commanded henceforth to carry with them 
a copy of the aft which regulated theit behavi- 
our, with regard to thofe who took fancluary. 
The penalties of the old law, contained in the 
Regiam Majeftatem (the moft ancient law-book 
the Scots poffefs) were ordered to be inflicted 

upon 
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upon all who are convifted of giving partial A.D.i47fi* 
verdids in aifizes; though, at the fame time, 
the judgments given in confequence of thofe 
verdicts were irreverfible. The laws concern- 
ing infane perfons came next under the cogni- 
zance of this afiembly ; and it was decreed. 
That all their afts of alienation fliould be void, 
not only previous to what we may call a ftatutc 
of lunacy being taken out againft them, bull 
from the time that they could be proved to have 
been guilty of any ad of infanity, or, as the 
Scotch law terms it, furiofity. 

The following regulations are remarkaUe, be- ^** ^^*^^ 
caufe they regard the coinage* As the importation ^«J- ^ ^ 
of bullion to be given into the mint, proportion- 
able to the commodities exported, (e. g. four 
ounces of filver for a lafi of hides, and half that 
quantity for a laft of ialmon) and for which, 
unlefs the merchant found furety, the officers 
of the cuftoms were forbidden to give cockets, 
had been formerly enacted, fo had the carrying 
of coin out of the kingdom been particularly 
prohibited : yet, notwithftanding all the care 
of the efiates, money became every day more 
fcarce in Scotland. To remedy this, they or- 
dained. That all the former laws fhould ftridly 
be executed ; that the king fhould appoint pro- 
per fearchers for retaining it in the realm ; that 
the merchant fliould receive twelve fliillings 
for each ounce of bullion ; that no gold nor fil- 
ver already coined fliould be reminted (as they 

loft 
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A.D. 1476. loft in the fire) ; and, laftly, becaufe gold went 
then in Scotland at a lower price than in other 
countries, which induced the lieges to fmuggle 
it abroad, whence its fcarcity at home was far- 
ther increafed, they confented to heighten its 
value, viz. the rofe noble to thirty-five Ihil- 
lings, the Henry noble thirty-one fliillings j the 
angel twenty-three fliillings; French crown and 
the demy, each thirteen fliillings and four- 
pence ; the Scots crown thirteen fliillings ; the 
falute and rydar, each fifteen fliillings and fix*' 
pence; the law feventeen fliillings. All other 
gold pieces were to pafs according to their fine- 
nefs and weight, or at the pleafure of the giver 
and taker; and debts to be paid in the cur*' 
rency of the time when the debt was contradi^d. 
There is another ad upon record of this par* 
liament, by which guerra courts were aboliihec)* 
Thefe were courts that proceeded upon the 
principles of the feudal law, and took cogni-* 
zance of capital crimes, committed by fervants 
of the fame mafter. Thofe courts were thought 
to be derogatory to the authority of the civil 
law; and indeed they wer^ incompatible with 
it, and were therefore very juftly fupprefled. 
The fame parliament (fays Abercromby) madf 
void and null all manner of alienations, infeil^ 
ments, and grants, prejudicial to the king and 
his heirs, particularly gifts of crown-Unds, 
mails, fifliings, patronages of churches, here- 
di table offices, and ere<^ioiL9 of regaUti^^y there 

being 
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being but too many fuch in the kingdom al- a. d. 1476. 
ready, and the kings, for their own fafety, be- 
ing by law reftrifted from creeling more. The 
• reader, in the notes, will have occafion to ad- 
mire the fprefight of the parliament which 
met next year, 1477, in matters that come not 
properly under the cognizance of general hif- 
tory, but ferve to confirm what I have often 
hinted at, that the commerce of Scotland was, 
at this time, far greater than hiftorians have ge- 
nerally imagined ^. 

• The cftates then affembled at Edinburgh, 1477, and after Sixth of 
fecuring the freedom of the holy church (a praftice moft religi- Auguft. 
. onfly obferved almoft by every parliament during this reign) the 
king, who had been informed that bullion was fcaice, and that 
' all the old coin, notwithftanding all the precautions t2iken with 
. regard to both, was melted down, at the requeft of his eftates, 
was gracioufly pleafed to grant, that all the money -laws, either 
made by his anceftors or himfelf, fhould be ftri6bly executed ; 
' and, if neceflity required it, that more rigorous ones piould be 
* inftituted. In the meantime, till the realm fliould be fufiiciently 
provided with bullion for the mint, his highnefs not only con- 
fen ted that no new money fhould be coined, but that the ihftru- 
ments employed for that purpofe (hould inftantly be removed to 
ibme place of fafety, fa that there arife no more hurt in the realm 
(as the record exprefles) through the ftriking of money in time 
coming. But as foon as a fufficiency of bullion was imported, ?'^ ^ ^^** 
he and his council were to regulate the weight, finenefs, and c. 80.* 
currency of the coinage, and ordain a proper warden and maf- 
ter of the mint, who fhould anfwer to him, with their lives and 
honour, that the money ordinances were.duly praftifed. 

It has frequently been obferved with what folicitude the king 
and parliament had attempted to fupprefs oiurder and other ca- 
pital offences. Their care, however, hitherto had been attended 
with very little fuccefs, or rather (laughter. Treafon and plun^ 
■ dering (not to mention common theft) were as frequent as ever. 
This being imputed (perhaps with juftice) to the remi/fion 
granted fuch offenders by the king, the 'parliament earneflly in- 
treated their fovereign, for the fafety of his lieges, and the com- 
VOL.W, T, moA 
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A.D. 1476. The new claufe of refumptions of grants pre-, 
rcfumption judicial to thc crown, was founded on true 
juftified. policy, and may ferve as an additional decla- 
. ration that the parliament thought itfelf thc 
paramount power of the nation, and that the 
"members were refolved the king fliould live 
upon his own revenue, and be as little burthen- 
fome to his fubjefts as poffible. The aft itfelf 
could not fail of being extremely agreeable to 
a prince of James's difpofition, as it reinftated , 
him in great part of his revenue ; but not hav- 
ing fpirit to fupport it, it became the foun- 
tain of all the evils which terminated in his 
unhappy fate. He continued the (amc indo- 
lent courfe of life as before, whiph, circum- 
ftanced as he was, and ruling over fuch a peo-* 

mon profit of the realm, tbat he would give no more remiilions 
for theft, and ceafe to pardon, for three years, all who had 
committed, or (hould commit, any manner of murder, iince he 
was twenty-five years old. To thefe limitations of the preroga- 
Btack A£ks ^^^ ^^ willingly aflented 5 and henceforth there was to be a 
c. 88. claufe in all remiilions for old offences, that they were perpe- 

trated before the king was of age. 

The laws againft fturdy beggars and gypfies being revived, 
ferrymen were forbidden, on fevere penalties, to raife their faies, 
to tlie no fmall advantage of the poor. And becaufe the honefty 
of the nation had been loudly defamed by foreigners, from the 
diminifhed fize of the vefTels in which falmon was packed, it 
was ordained, That none •(hould be fent abroad in any barrels, 
but thofe of the old Hamburgh meafure, coopers being prohi- 
bited to make any lefs, which if they did, and merchants packed 
filh in them, they were to be forfeited, and the cooper to pay 
Ibid, fol. five 'pounds to the king. And farther, to increafe thc number 
64. of falmon, all craves (as they were called) fet in waters where thc 

fea ebbed and flowed, were univerfally to be deftroyed j nor 
Ibid, fol. were any to be placed in frefli waters, but at the legal times, and 
$^ c, 92, of the width recommended by the old Jaws. 

pie. 
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pie, was little lefs than criminal. We know, a. d. 1476. 
it is true, of nothing immoral that was charged 
upon him, farther than his amours, and a 
violent predileifHon for domeftic favojirites. 
On the contrary, his encouragement of the 
elegant arts was laudable, had it not interfered 
with his duties as a king. He had conferred a 
peniion upon one John Ireland, a Scotchman, 
and doctor of the Sorbonne, merely for his 
eloquence, and had fettled him in an opulent 
living. He had invited to his court, by another 
penfion, one William Rogers, an Engliihman, 
one of the greateft matters of mufic in that age, . 
on whom he conferred the honour of knight- 
hood. The public edifices, ereded in his reign, 
excelled in tafie and magnificence all on this 
fide of the Alps, and rivalled even thofc of 
Italy in its then ftate; and he had ihewn a proper 
acquiefcence, in all the ads his parliaments had 
pafled, for the good of his people, and bound- 
ing his prerogative. 

The firft misfortunes of James arofe from jamc« in- 
his own blood. He had made his brother, the judS ^^ 
duke of Albany, governor of Berwic, and had '^^®»^' - 
cntrufted him with very extenfive powers upon 
the borders, where a violent propenfity for 
the feudal law ftill continued. The Humes 
and the Hepbums, then the moft powerful 
fubjeds in thofe parts, could not brook the 
4uke of Albany's greatnefs, efpecially after he 
had forced them, by virtue of a late ad^ to. part 

T3 with. 
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A.D, 1476. with fome of the eftates which had been incon- 
fiderately granted them in this and the preced- 
ing reign. By all that can be gaithered from 
hiftory, the duke was a prince of high notions, 
and had behaved with great roughnefs towards 
the families I have mentioned, who durft not 
face him in the field. If we are to believe Liiid- 
fiy of Pitfcottie (and I fee no reafon why we 
fliould not) the duke's enemies found means 
to corrupt fome of his brother's private fa- 
vourites to give James bad impreffions of his 
defigns ; and he mentions particularly Cochran, 
who makes afterwards fo wretched a figure in this 
reign. The pretended but wretched fcience of 
judicial aftrology, with which James continued 
to be incredibly infatuated, was the eafieft as 
well as moft effeftual engine that c6uld wotk 
their purpofes. One Andrew, an infamous im- 
poftor in that art, had been brought over from « 
Flanders by James ; and he and Schevez, now 
archbifhop of St, Andrew's, concurred in.per- 
fuading James that the Scotch lion was to be 
devoured by his* own whelps ; a prediftion 
that, to a prince of James's turn, amounted to » 
a certainty. 

In the mean time, there can be no doubt 
that very unwarrantable nxethods were praftifed 
upon the minds of the duke of Albany and the 
carl of Mar, brothers to James. They mi^t^ 
perceive his fhyncft, and that they were ex- 
cluded from his countenance j that their bro-* 

ther 
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ther was governed by a moft deteftable fett oF a.d«i476« 
men ; and, in fiiort, that their own lives were 
in danger. Patric Graham continued ftill un-^ 
der the frowns 6f fortune, but inviolably at- ; 
tached td James. He was then a prifoner at 
Dumfer^nling ; he heard, with a heavy heart, 
how his king was mifled ; and he wrote him, 
from his dungeon, ^ letter equally afFefting and 
ienfible. He faid, that the mifery of his im- 
prifonment was lefs grievous to him than the 
fad reports he heard of his majefty's eftate ; and 
he complained, that his long captivity was a 
fufficieht proof that his capital enemy (meaning "nT^"*"' 
Schevez) continued to be in high favour about 
the royal perfon ; that he had brought the king 
very low in making him jealous of his brothers, 
by giving truft to bis vain divinations ; and no 
wonder thefe arts bring forth diffenfions, which 
have their precepts from the father of lies and 
difco^d. He next obferved, that there was no 
Other difference betwixt necromancy and aftro- 
logy, laving that, in one, men tun voluntarily 
to the devil, and in the other ignorantly. Thofe 
and other very fenfibfe remonftrances were an- 
fivered in no other manner than by the unfor- 
tunate prelate being carried from Dumfermling 
to a ftill fever er durance in Lochleven, vrhert 
be fini&ed his life. 

The condition t6 which James had nfow Death of 
brought himfelf by his beBef in judicial aftrology J*^* ^^^^* 
tras tnnly deplorable. The princes upon the ^«'»' 

con- 
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A. D. 1476. continent were fmit with the fame infatuation ; 
and the wretches who befieged his perfon had 
no fafety but by continuing the delufion in his 
mind. According to Lindfay, Cochran, who 
had fome knowledge of architedure, and had 
been introduced to James as a mafter-mafon, 
privately procured an old woman, who pre- 
tended to be a witch, and who heightened his 
terrors by declaring that his brothers intended 
to murder him/ James believed her, .and the 
unguarded manner in which the earl of Mar 
treated his ^eaknefs exafperated him fo much, 
that the earl giving a farther loofe to his 
tongue in railing againft his brother's unwor- 
thy favourites was arretted, and committed to 
the caftle of Craig Millar, from whence he was 
brought to the Canon-gate, a fuburb of Edin- 
burgh, where he died. Authors are divided 
as to the manner of his death. Buchanan fays, 
that being caft into prifon, he was condemned 
by the king's privy. council, and put to death 
by having a vein opened till he expired ; and 
that the charge againft him was commonly 
faid to be his confpiring the king's death with 
witches, twelve of whom were burnt to give 
the better colour to th6 accufation. Lefley, 
though a favourer of the Stuart family, rather 
confirms than contradiAs Buchanan's accounts; 
and Ferrarius, who lived at the time, acknow- 
ledges, that he was murdered by James. Haw-* 
thornden, a profeifed advocate fox^ every adioQ 

of 
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of his five James', explains away the bleeding a,d.i47<^ 
the young prince to death, by fuppofing that 
he fell ill of a phrenzy, for which being blooded, 
he expired by tearing open the bandages. This 
is a ridiculous apology for a moft infamous 
murder. There is nothing of too black a na- 
ture that a prince under the delufions James 
was, may not be fuppofed to be guilty of; and the 
truth feems to be, that he murdered his brother 
from his ridiculous belief of witchcraft. 

The duke of Albany was at his caftle of Dun- and efcape 
bar when his brother the earl of Mar's tragedy brother " 
wasadted; and James could not be eafy without Albany, 
having him likewife in his power. In hopes of 
iurprizing him, he marched to Dunbar; but 
the duke, being apprized of his coming, fled 
to Berwic, and ordered his caftle of Dunbar to 
be furrendered to the lord Evandale, tho' not 
before the garrifon had provided themfelves 
with boats and fmall veflels, in which they 
efcalped to England. I fliall readily admit, that 
the duke of Albany was fo much alarmed by 
the fcandalous mifcondud of James, and the 
tragical end of the earl of Mar, as to enter into 
a correlpondence with fomfe of the chief lords 
for removing from James his worthlefs favou- 
rites, which the advocates for kingly power 
term caballing againft the ftate. It is certain 
he ventured to come to Edinburgh, where 
James was fo well ferved with fpies, that he 

was 
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A. D. 1476. wasfcized, and committed clofe prifonerto the 
.Caftle, with orders that he ihould fpeak with 
jione but in the prefence of his keepers. The 
4uke had probably fufpected and provided 
lagainft this diiagre^gable event ; for we are toid 
that he had agents, who every day repaired to 
the cafile» as if they had come from court, and 
reported the ftate of niatters between him and 
'!thc king, while his keepers were prefent, ia fo 
favourable a light, that they made no doubt of 
his foon regaining his liberty, and being re-ad- 
mitted to his brother's favour. The fecming 
negociation, at laft, went fo profperoufly on, 
that the duke gave his keepers a kind of a farc- 
wel entertainment, previous to his obtaining a 
formal deliverance ; and they drank fo immode- 
rately, that being intoxicated, they gave him an 
opportunity of efcaping over the caftle-wall, Jby 
converting the fheets of his bed into a rope. 
Whoever knows the iitpation of that fortrefe, 
muft be amazed at the boldnefs of this attempt; 
and we are told that the duke^'s valet, the only 
domeftic he was allowed to have, making the 
experiment before Jiism after, broke his neck; up- 
on which the duke, lengthening his convenience. 
Aided down unhurt, and carrying his fervant 
jon his back to a place of fafety, he went on 
board a fhip which his friends had provided, 
and efcaped to France. Such, with a 'few im- 
material variations, is the hiftory of this efcape. 

Some 
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Some authors fay, that the caftle of Dunbar a. d. 1476. 
was not furrendered till after the duke's deli- 
verance. 

Though James was encircled by worthlefs Diftraaiont 
favourites, and though fuperftition had its ^^^"^ 
ufual eflFed in him, that of rendering him cre- 
dulous and cruel, yet his weaknefs and folly 
were cdnfined to his court His father's me* 
mory, and the difpofitions he himfelf had 
fliewn during the firft years Of his reign, joined 
to the alacrity which he had always difcovered 
in concurring with his parliament in every 
meafure of public good, kept his people within 
the bounds of their duty to his perfon and go- 
vernment. Some patriots, however, beheld 
his conduft with infinite concern and diffatif- 
faftion. The chief of thofe were the earl of 
Orkney and Caithnefs, and Sir James Liddel Of 
Halkerton. The former was one of the moft 
powerful fubjefts in Scotland, and hajd married 
a daughter of the houfe of Douglas. His daugh- 
ter by that marriage had been married (though 
fome fay uncanonically) to the duke of Albany j 
and it is not at all improbable that the Dou- 
glaffes might have, been in concert with the 
duke and the earl of Orkney in a defign of Re- 
forming the government. Perhaps the purpofe 
of their confederacy went farther, even to the 
dethroning the king. James, however, flood 
ftill well in the eye of the public ; and when 
the carl of Orkney fortified, or, as the Scots 

Vol. IV. U - called 
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A.D. 1476, calkd it, ftuflfed, his caftle of Crichton againft 
the royal authority, both he and Sir James 
Liddel were forfeited by acl of parliament. 
This feverity was far from ftifling the difcon- 
tent againft James, that prevailed among ipany 
of his great men. The duke of Albany was 
then in France, where he was careiTed by Lewis 
the eleventh, whofe dark difpofition rendered 
him jealous of the good correfpondencc which 
ftill continued to fubfift between the coiurits of 
England and Scotland. The duke, however, 
could not prevail upon Lewis to give him any 
other ailiftance than that of interceding for him 
with his brother ; though wc are told, that the 
duke's former marriage being found invalid. 
Hawthorn- he procurcd for him the daughter of the earl of 
^'^"' Boulogne, one of the greateft fortunes , in 

France. The fimilarity of the chara&ers of 
Lewis and James is, at this time,, ftriking. 
Both of them hated their old nobility ; both of 
them were devoted, to diftradion, to the moft 
ridiculous fuperftitions ; both of them had a 
yiolent paffion for pilgrimages. Lewis had 
given a barber the management of his finances, 
and James had committed his to the care of 
Rogers, the Englifh fiddler. * 

Tranf. When we turn our .eyes to England, there 

EoglwdT^ we find Edward the fourth putting hi§ brother, 
the duke of Clarence, to death, as James had 
.put the earl of Mar; but Edward continued to 
be punftual in the payments^ to which he was 

engaged 
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engaged by treaty, with James. In 1477, he a. d. 1477; 
received a payment by the hands of Alexander Ryni!r. 
lord Hume, Robert Lawder of Edrington, fon 
and heir of Robert Lawder of the Bafs, and 
Adam Blackader of Blackader. This punftu- 
ality of Edward was far from making James 
his cordial friend. Lewis of France retained a 
ftrong power over his affeAions, by means of 
doftor Ireland,* and his other* agents in Scot- 
land ; and no doubt fupplied him, as well as 
Edward did, with money. Here I fliall take 
an opportunity of mentioning a moft curious 
coin, that has been omitted by all who havft ' 
written upon the medallic art, which moft un- 
doubtedly belongs to James the third. He 
had a particular veneration for the fhrine of St. 
John, at Ambois in France, where the head of 
the Baptift is faid to be ftill preferved. His 
pafiion for vifiting that relic was fo great, that, 
about this time, he obtained from Edward a .X47S* 
fafe-conduft to travel through England in his 
way to France. Incidents happened that ren- 
dered this defign abortive ; but James ordered ' 
a moft magnificent medal, furpaffing, perhaps. Account' of 
any thing of the fame kind in that age, to be abie°^"d4 
ftruck, and fent in a prefent to the lOtrine of jame«. ^ 
the good faint. It is of gold, and weighing 
between fix and feyen guineas. Its diameter is 
two inches and a third. The one fide repre- 
fents a beardlefs king, with long hair, fitting 
on a royal throne, holding in one hand a naked 

U 2 fword. 
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A. D. 147s, fword, and in the other a ihield with the Scotch 
arms. On the borders of the canopy, which 
furmounts the throne, is an infcription in Go- 
thic letters, In mi deffen^ meaning. In my de- 
, fence, j^n ancient mX)tto belonging to the arms 
of Scotland ; and above the canopy are the 
words Villa Berwiciy which proves that the me- 
dal was ftruck at Berwic. Around the figure 
is the following infcription in Gothic letters 
likewife : Moneta nova Jacobi tertii Dei gratia 
regis Scotia; that is. The new money of James the 
third, by the grace of God, king of Scotland. 
. On the other fide is the figure of St. Andrew, 
the, patron of Scotland, with his crofs, and 
round him the words Salvum fac fopulum tuum^ 
Dominey O Lord, fave thy people ^. 
jafncspre- Though Jauics, in the requeft he made for a 
FnvadJ Eng. fafc-conduft, fays, that he was defirous of no- 
land: thing more than to fee his moft dear brother 

and coufin, Edward of England, yet it is cer- 
tain he was teized fo much by doctor Ireland, 
that he fent ambaffadors to England, requiring 
Edward to withdraw his aflifl:ance from the 
duke of Burgundy, who was then at war with 
the French king. This requifition, however, 

* I have taken the account of this, coin from the celebrated 
antiquary Pu Cange, in his Trait6 Hiftorique du Chef dc St. 
Jean Baptifte. Though I call this piece a medal, yet Du Cange 
thinks it might have hcen a current coin 5 but this is fcarcely 
fuppofeable. As I never heard of any duplicate of it, it is not 
impoflible that James, from an exceis tof tomplaifance to the 
faint, might have ordered the die to be broken. Sec likewife An- 
dc|-fon's 6ele6tus. 

fwma 
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feems only to have been a matter of form ; for a. 0,1478. 
Ifind that^ in the beginning of the year 1478, 
a treaty of marriage was on foot between the 
king's fecond fitter and the earl of Rivers, bro- 
ther to the queea of England, which did not 
take place. The perpetual praftices of the 
French agents, at laft, made an impreffion 
upon James, and he fhewed difpofitions for 
invading England. His greateft difficulty in 1479. 
breaking with Edward lay in his being obliged 
to repay the money he had received of the prin- 
cefs Cecily's fortune, in cafe the marriage be- 
tween her and the prince of Rothefay did not 
take place ; but Balfour, in his Manufcript An- 
nals, tells us, with great probability, that Lewis 
offered to make him eafy on that head out of 
his own finances. James, being thus refolved 
on a breach with England, was well furniflied 
with pretexts for beginning the war. The earl 
of Douglas and his partizans were in greater 
favour at Edward's court than ever ; and the 
garrifon of Dunbar had been received in Eng- 
land as the friends and allies of that nation. 
The earl of Rofs was difcontentecj, and he, with 
one Sir Alexander Rait, had withdrawn to Eng- 
land, after being fummoned to appear before 
the Scotch parliament, and forfeited for their 
non-appearances. All this time, a feeming good 
underftanding was kept up between Edward 
and Lewis, who paid the former a fubfidy of 
fifty thoufand crowns a year ; but the under- 
hand 
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A.D. 1480. hand dealings of Lewis began to be difplayed 
about the beginning of the yeax* 1480, when 
the preparations of James for invading Eng- 
land could no longer be difguifed. 

The war began by the commiffion of mutual 
hofiilities upon the borders, with the conni- 
vance of both kings; but James, to keep up 
appearances, fent a herald to the Englifli court, 
with offers to redrefs all attempts that had beeni 
made by his. fubjefts againft the truce, provided 
that king Edward would do the like. Edward, 
who had been long uneafy at the connections 
between James and Lewis, detained this mef- 
fenger for fome time, and then fent him back 
without any anfwer. The truth is, that he had 
now come to a refolution how to aft, and had 
nominated his brother, Richard duke of GIo- 
cefter, to be his lieutenant-general againft James, 
who, he faid, proclaimed war fooner by deeds 
than he did by words, alluding to tlie hoftilities 
that had been committed upon the borders. 
In the duke cff Glocefter's commiffion, many 
expreffions are made ufe of, which prove that 
Edward afted by the inftigation of the difcon- 
tcnted Scots. He calls James his inveterate 
enemy, who, defpifing his own reputation, and 
ill his nobility, was preparing to make war 
againft England. Both nations were now pre- 
pared for hoftilities j but when James was 
marching at the head of his army to the fron- 
tiers, he vas accofied b^ a nuncio from the 
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popc^ who commanded him to lay afide his A.D.i4go 
arms, as the Turks were then threatening the 
ruin of all Chrifiendom ; upon which, Janres, 
not doubting that the fame injunction had been 
laid uppn Edward, difbanded his army« I have 
related this event as it fiands upon the records 
of Scotland ; but I am ftrongly inclined to be- 
lieve, that the true reafon why Jamesr did not 
proceed in his march, was the difappointment 
he met with from Lewis. That prince conti- 
nued his favour to the duke of Albaqy, who 
no doubt imprefled him with a contemptible 
opinion of James, on account of his variance 
with his old nobility ; and Lewis had neglected 
to make him the remittances he had promifed, 
which might be. the true reafon why he had 
difmifled his army. 

Edward was under no papal influence, and The^fiege 
lis army being on foot, he ordered it to enter nifcd. 
the borders of Scotland, great part of which 
was ravaged. The borderers, though unpro- 
tected by the royal troops, flood on their own 
defence, and repelled the invaders ; upon which, 
Edward ordered a general rendezvous of all 
his troops in the North, and laid fiege to Ber- 
wic. The place had been newly fortified by 
James at a great expence; and the feafon being 
far advanced, the garrifon made fo gallatrUt a 
defence, that the Eoglifli were obliged to raife 
the iiege, though .they had made feveral breaches 
la the new built walk« Edward coniider^d this 

as 
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UD. 1481. as a defeat and difgrace to his army ; and early' 
in the year 1481, he took the field in perfon 
againft his unfaithful and ancient enemy, as he 
called James, commanding his fubjects to at- 
tend him in his defigned expedition, in their 
perfons, with waggons, arms, ammunition, and 
all other implements of war. 

It does pot appear that, even at this time, 
the body of the Scotch nation was difaflFecled to 
their king. He had, on thfe contrary, fo great 
a confidence in their loyalty, that on the fecond 
of April he fummoned his parliament, to meet 
at Edinburgh. He there laid before them the 
whole ilate of affairs between him and the " rei- 
far," that is, ufurper, Edward of England ; and 
they entered very warmly into his quarrel. 
They difclaimed the right of Edward to the 
crown of England ; and there is fomewhat fo 
very clear and precife in their refolutions, that 
I fliall lay them before the reader. They fay, 
** That becaufe it is undoubtedly true that the 
faid reifar, Edward, through his boundlefs ava- 
rice, and infatiable defire of plunder and conqueft, 
being fearlefs of God, and regardlefs of the ef- 
fufion of blood, of the oath himfelf had made 
to keep the truce, and of his honour and lau- 
ty, is pofitively determined to profecute the 
war* which he fo unjuftly commenced, and to 
endeavour, with all his power, the deftruftion 
and conqueft of this realm, *the three eftates 
have therefore heartily and freely promiied to 

our 
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CUr fovereign lord, to ftand firm in their obe- a. d. 1481. 
dience to his highnefs, with their perfon^, lands 
and goods, in defence of his moft noble perfon, 
his fucceffion, realm and lieges, as they and 
their anceftors had done before." This brifk 
refolve was attended, or followed, by feveral 
very important advices which they gave to his 
majefty, and orders which they emitted with 
his concurrence towards a vigorous defence. 
In the firft place, they ordered all men living 
within the kingdom to be ready upon eight 
days warning, or fooner, if required, to attend 
the king with arms and provifions for at leaf): 
twenty days. They made regulations concern- 
ing the weapons, fuch as fpears, axes, bows, 
&c. which every man was to bring along with 
him, and couriers or pofts for the quicker dif- 
patch of neceflary orders and intelligences. 
They appointed the caftles of Dunbar, Lochma- hu dirpofi. 
ben, St. Andrew's, Aberdeen, Tantallon, Hume, that pur- 
Douglas, Hales, Edringtoun, the Hermitage, ^^*' 
and in general every gentleman's houfe to be 
well provided with viftuals and artillery j " and 
becaufe, fay they, of the honourable and cou- 
rageous opinion, that is, refolution of our fove- 
reign lord, to preferve the town of Berwic, and 
the great coft and expences his highnefs has been 
at in fortifying, ftrengthening, and new-build- 
ing the walls of the fame, as alfo in repairing 
the caftle, and furnifliing it with artillery, and 
in placing a garrifop of five hundred men in the , 
Vol. IV. X tcrwn, 
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A. D.i4«i. town, to ht maintained at his majefty's charges, 
to the great honour and profit of the realnt, 
and no lefs harnci and detiiaient of the enetny ; 
they therefore oWige tlvem&lves to maintain as 
marny mote men 4^ other places, that is to lay, 
twenty in Bktkader, twenty in WeddeAum, 
fixty in H.um€j fiisty in Cesford, fixty in Jcd- 
iTurgh, twenty in OraaiftOTm, twenty in Ed- 
gerftami, twenty m Coddaw, twenty in Dol- 
phinftoun, one hnndred in the Hermitage, forty 
in Caftlemilk, forty in Annaxid, and twenty 
in Belliftower." 
by order of ^hc aft tfccn pToccods to «iamc tbe difercnt 
parliament. officeTS t)f this army. James Borthwic, ib& of 
the lord Borthwic, was to command the gar- 
rifons of Blackader, WeddGrbam, aiid Hnxne, 
with two €a|>tains cinder hsm^ aoad dbc iuead 
of the honfe 'dl Edmoadfton the iganifons aof 
Cranftan, Lemmgton, OaflsMira, and Axnas- 
fidd. Thefe principtfi captains {fays Aber- 
cromby) as they are caitled, we?re to receive all 
the pay dne to thcurflclves, their under-cap- 
taitis or. ftie&tenants, and foldiers, under thck 
refpeetive commands, ekvpn ^loUiogs and fix*- 
pence being the *da41y aliowa^nce given to €vcry 
fpear, and eleven &iliings to every bow, which 
money they were to deburfe, afs tilicy Aonid 
/be anfwerable to the fciiig's highness ; and the 
three eftates obKged tltemfelves to raife it, the 
clergy being bound to maintain twelve €core, 
or two hundred and forty men, the barons as 

many, 
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many, and the boroughs oo€ hundred and ad. 148:. 
twenty. 

It mnft be acknowledged that this a<^ carries 
with it an appearance of a ftanding army > but 
it was an army under the direction of the par- 
liament, which even nominated its officers. As ^ 
to the king's name being made ufe of in the 
ftatutc, it is merely a matter of form, and can 
never eftablifh any paramount right the king 
had in the dircftion of this army ; for the fame 
power which had nominated the officers un- 
doubtedly might reduce them. The conftitu- 
tion of Scotland, at this tirne^ it is true, con^ * 
fidered the king as being the head of the par- 
liament, but never underftood that he was 
veiled with any power, but what he derived 
from his people. He was likcwife general of 
the army, but that army was compofed of his 
people, -who fuppofed, if they were invaded by 
Edward in perfon, that he was to head them. 
That this was the cafe there can be no manner 
of doubt, from the purport of the following 
aft, for providing againft the national enemies, 
in cafe of an invafion. 

Itfet forth, " That all poffiblc diligence fliould 
be ufed in order to get intelligence of the de- 
ligns and approach of the faid reifar Edward ; 
that in the mean time letjters fliould be written 
to all flxeriffs, commanding all. our fovereign 
lord's lieges to be in a readinefs to attend him 
with their horfes, arms, and fuflicient provii- 

X z fions J 
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A.D.148X. fions; that frequent wappinihawings or rcn- 
dezvoufes ihould be held ; that upon fight of 
an enemy fires fhould be kindled upon emi- 
nences near the fea-^coafts, within every fix 
miles of length, and one of breadth ; that fit 
officers fliould alfo be pofted within fix miles 
of one another, to raife and command the 
country when occafion Ihould^ require ; that if 
the faid reifar Edward happened to invade the 
kingdom in perfon, he ihould be refifted by 
our fovereign lord in proper perfon, at the head 
of the whole body of the realm, as they will 
live and die with his highnefs in his defence ; 
and if the faid reifar did only fend wardens at 
the head of his army, that he ihould likewife 
be refifted by wardens and lieutenants, fuffi- 
ciently impowered for the purpofe.'' 

From the words of this aft nothing can be 
more plain, than that the parliament made all 
the difpofitions for carrying on the war, even 
to the appointing the king's highnefs to com- 
mand the army, if the king of England ihould 
invade Scotland in perfon. This was carry- 
ing the power of parliament very high in a 
monarchical ftate, as it reduced the royal au- 
thority to its fij-ft principles, as mentioned by 
Tacitus and other great writers, who fay that 
the firft kings among the northern nations 
were originally no other than generals chofen 
by the people to head them in time of war. 
But this parliament even appointed the gene- 
rals 
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rals and ofiicers, who were to command their a. 0.14^1. 
army, if the king flioiild not take the field in 
pcribn. Upon the face of all this parliamentary 
proceeding, it is evident that the members were 
under great difficulties. They were, on the 
one hand, zealous for the independency 6f their 
country, in oppolition to Edward, the duke 
of Albany, and the Douglas faftion, who they 
knew had confented to facrifice them. On the 
other hand, they faw James befett with worth- 
lefs, upftart, favourites, who impofed upon his 
credulity, and were fowing the feeds of diffen- 
fion between him and his old nobility; and 
this feems to have been the true reafon why 
they thought proper to take the direftion of 
the army upon themfelves. Previous to this, 
a proclamation was emitted for rewarding any 
one who fhould bring the perfon of the traitor 
James of Douglas (meaning the exiled earl of 
that name) to the king, with the fum of a 
thoufand marks, and an heritable eftate and 
land to the value of an hundred marks of yearly 
rent. By the fame proclamation, twenty pounds 
was offered for taking any of his followers, if 
a gentleman, and ten pounds if a yeoman. A 
full pardon and indemnity was offered to all 
the followers of the traitor Douglas, who 
fhould return to their allegiance in twenty-four 
days; and likewife to the borderers, and all 
other offenders within the kingdom, excepting 
tlie traitor James of Douglas, Alexander Jard- 

ing> 
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A»D.i48i. ing, Sir Richard Holland, Mr. Patric If aKbur- 
ton, a prieft, and aD other traitors who had 
fworn themfelves Englilhmen, and continued 
to remain in England. 
Thciirgii/h Thefe were wife and patriotic mealiires ; and 
ScotiaiMi. the king appeared to be fo well pleafed with the 
proceedings of his parliament, that he thanked 
them in a fpeech, and promifed to remove all 
their grievances, and pofSble caufes of their dif- 
content, an evidence that he was confcious they 
had fuch. This fpeech feems to have been dic- 
. tated by his worthlefs favoiirites, to avoid the 
future ftorm, which the ftate of national affairs, 
at this time, prefented. Edward, reviving the 
policy of his anceftors, employed Halibur- 
ton the prieft, captain H^nry Pole, and John 
Bain, mayor of Carricfergus, to -treat with, 
and conclude an alliance with, his moft dear 
coufin, the lord of the Ifles, and earl of Rofs, 
his much beloved coufin, 0onald Gorne, and 
all the coufins and counfellors of the faid earl. 
It is probable that Edward had great dependence 
Upon this alliance, and that this was one of the 
caufes, joined, perhaps, t^iiis want of money, 
why he did not this year take the field againft 
the Scots as he propofed. His moft powerful 
» reafon, however, might be the excellent prepa- 
rations which, by the vigorous refolutions of par- 
liament, had been made upon the borders of 
' Scotland to receive him. That he might not 
fcem perfectly inactive, he ordered his fleet to 

ravage 
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rav:age the coaft« on each fide -of the Forth at a,d, mSu 
difcretton ; but ks commamiears foujKl even the 
gentlemen's feats in ib good a pofitire of defence, 
that all they did was burning a few hovels^ and 
taidng or deftroyii^ eight lEkerchant-veiTels, 
The Scots had many rea£3ns ht: kaeping them- 
Mves eatirely upon the dcfieanfivje. They couid . 
not depend tipon the French kuagy who CQnti* 
inrcd to protoia: tdbe duke of Albany, and ^very 
day increa&d ithcir diiconten^t with Jan^s; and 
tl^dx diflSke of his favourkes. On the other 
hanx3, the king of England was ftreagthenisqg 
hino^elf by faiaoily aUiafliGes with aH the great 
porwers pf Europe, and aftnaUy tieoefv^kd £rpm 
Lewis a yeady fijEbfidy q£ tweaoly-five thoufand * 
. crowns ; though fae had iaisdy cotbcluded a de« 
2fenfive treaty againft that prinoe with the didoe 
of Brittany^ and declared tthat he was ready -ta 
kiTade France. This dedaiaticm was fo agree* 
able <to his paiiiament, thai wihen k met ooa ti^c 
fouTteenth of January, 1482, itgraated him a i^u 
large fubfidy. All the hiftoriaoks isf this ttsna^ 
agree that Edward had many great fchomes in 
view, and that he thought none of them could 
take JEiSoSt widhaot ibcuring Scotland. Lewis 
the <deveath had probably diiappoitnted Janaes 
in the money w:hich was to xefund the majrdiage- 
portion of the rprinoe& Geoily, the oon-^pay meat 
of which was laid hodd upon by Edward to jufior- 
fy his invafion. He had for fome time kept up 
a .oarre%oiadie(ace with the uduSseiof Albany, who, 

not- 
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A.D. 148^ notwithftanding all the obligations he lay under 
to Lewis, was diflatisfied with his coldnefs in 
foUiciting his being reinftated in his Scotch ho- 
nours and cftate. That duke's firft wife, the 
carl of Orkney's daughter, was ftill alive, as 
was his fecond wife, the daughter of the earl 
of .Murray ; but feveral objeftions were made 
to the laft marriage. Edward, who was no 
ftranger to the duke's difficulties and difcon- 
tents, fecretly offered him all he could demand 
as the price of his fervices; and he agreed 
that it ihould be no lefs than the crown of Scot- 
land, which the duke was to hold of Edward, 
lofamooi Lewis having fome fufpicion of thi& infamous 
JfSrdukc compafl:, the duke was fo narrowly watched, 
•( ^^^r that a fliip, commanded by one James Douglas, . 
king of was fent to <;arry him off by ftealth from France : 
and the fliip-mafter having perfeftly fucceeded 
in his undertaking, Edward gave him a noble 
reward upon the duke's arrival in England. It 
appears that they met together at the caftle of 
Fotheringay, in the beginning of June, and 
that they entered into articles of agreement the 
tenth of the fame month, which were repeated 
and ratified the next day. In this negociatioii 
the duke of Albany is ftiled Alexander king of 
Scotland, by th^ gift of the king of England, 
a meannefs which never had difgraced even the 
Baliol titles. The reft of this agreement is in- 
fapious, almoft beyond belief or precedent 
Alexander obliged himfelf and his heirs to af-* 
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fift, with all his power, king Edward and his a.d.i4&u 
heirs, in all his quarrels, and againft all earthly 
princes or perfons ; to fwear fealty and do ho- 
mage to the faid king Edward for the crown 
of Scotland, within fix months after his being 
put in poffeffion of the moft part of the kingdom ; 
to give up the town and caftle of Berwic to the 
crown of England, as alfo the caftle of Loch- 
maben, and counties of Lidfdale, Efkdale, and 
Anandale, fourteen: days after his being con- 
ducted by the Englifh army to Edinburgh ; to 
break, renounce, and difclaim the old league 
between Scotland and France, and never to rd- . 
new the fame. Laftly, if he could make him- 
felf clear of all other women (a teftimony that 
his lady was not yet dead) according to the laws 
of the Chriftian church, within a year, or fooner, 
to marry the lady Cecil, king Edward's daugh- 
ter, to his nephew the duke of Rothfay 5 and 
if he could not by the laws of the church get 
free of other women, not to fufier his eldeft 
fon and heir to be married, but by the order of 
the king of England, and to fome lady of his 
blood. On the other hand, king Edward 
obliged himfelf to affift the faid Alexander to- 
wards reducing the kingdom of Scotland to his 
obedience, and to fupport him in it againft 
James, now holding the crown of that realm. . 

It is very remarkable, 'that this trcafonable exam?ne4 
contract is neither mentioned by Boece, who ^^^^H 
wrote at the time, nor by Buchanan, nor in- 

V0L.IV. Y deed 
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A#D. 148a. deed by any Scotch hiftorian who wrote before 
the reign of queen Anne, when Mr. Rymer 
publifhed his CoUeAions. It is true that fome 
of them fufpeded, and Lefley affirms, that Ed- 
ward deSgned to place the duke of Albany on 
the throne of Scotland ; but even Hawthorn- 
den is far from imagining that the duke's en- 
gagements facrificed, to his ambition, every tie 
of nature and duty. Buchanan was fo ill in- 
formed, that he treats the duke's views upon 
the crown as mere chimeras, fuggefted by his 
eneniies to prepoffefs the king againft him. 
Upon the whole, whatever the demerits of 
James at this time might have been with re- 
gard to his people, yet they certainly were not 
fuch as could juftify the duke's conduft. He 
had, it is true, received great provocations, 
and he might have known fo much of James 
and his favourites, as to induce him to believe 
there was a neceffity for abridging their power, 
' and reforpiing the ftate. But it is now necef- 
fary to attend the court of James, which was 
generally held at Stirling. 
Cochran the Cochrau had now got fo much the afcen- 
]7mJfT ^^ dency over his affeftions, that there was 
no accefs to the royal prefencc but through 
him* The king made him a prefent of the re- 
venues of the earldom of Mar, but whether he 
dignified him with the title is a matter of 
fome doubt, though the old hiftorians call him 
earL It is on all hands agreed, that he made 

a moft 
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ft moft unworthy ufe of his favour ; and that at a. d. 148*. 
laft he obtained a power of coinage, which he 
abufed fo much, as to endanger an infurredioa 
among the poor people ; for he iffued a bafc 
coin, called Black-money by the common peo- 
ple, which they refufed to take in payments. 
Cochran's Ikill in archite£hire had m^de him 
firft known to James, but he maintained his 
power by other arts ; for well knowing that hisi 
mailer's weak fide was love of money, he pro- 
cured it by the meaneft and moft oppreflive 
methods. Though Cochran ftands in hiftory 
as the moft diftinguiflied of James's favourites, 
becaufe none among them, befides him, ap- 
pears to have entered into the management of 
public affairs, yet the names of others, of pro- 
feffions ftill more defpicable than that of Coch- 
ran, have come to our hands ; James Hommil 
a taylor, Leonard a blackfmith, Torfifan a 
fencing-mafter, and others. The only two do- 
meftics he had, who are diftinguifhed as gentle- 
men, were Thomas Prefton and John Ramfay ; 
but they were not favourites, and had very 
little credit at his court. The influence of the 
worthlefs minions over James is faid to have 
been fuch, that though he was inclined to have 
relieved his people, by calling in Cochran's 
money, he was diverted 'from that refolution, 
from the coiifideration that it would be agree- 
able to his old nobility. 

Y2 Lam 



i<54 THE H I^S T O R Y 

A. D. 1482. I am far from denying the poffibility that 
Engund. man^ reports concerning this unfortunate prince 
might have been exaggerated ; but even Lefley^ 
one of the greateft advocates for the royal line 
of Scotland, and who had the greateft oppor- 
tunities of information, admits, that they were 
but too well founded in the main. Public 
ads of ilate were indeed managed, as ufual, by 
the nobility and great officers of the crown, 
that is, all the tt'oublefome parts of govern:- 
ipent were left to them, while they had no ac- 
cefs to their prince, to lay before him their 
own or his people's grievances, or the true ftate 
' of his affairs. I do not perceive' that they in- 
tended to reftore the feudal fyftem, as it had 
been fettled in Scotland before the reftoration 
of James the firft; but, at the time it was re- 
formed, there was no intention to impair the 
cfonftitutional rights of the great lords and 
landholders, one of which was the free accefs 
to their king's perfon and councils^ from which 
they were now excluded. Many meetings 
were Tield among them, and fome dutiful mef- 
fages, we are told, were ferit in their name to 
the king, petitioning him to difmifs his worth-. 
lefs favourites, and to take men of virtue, 
rank, and family, into his confidence; inti- 
mating, at the fame time, that if he did not 
follow that advice, he and his minions muft 
i^nfwer for the confequences. James, in an^ 

fwer 
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fwer to this mcffage, faid, that he employed a.ixi48»« 
noblemen as his minifiers in the great affairs of 
ftate, but that he faw no right they had to ad- 
vife him in the management of his domeftic 
concerns ; that the f^rvants they complained of 
were men whom he loved and could truft; 
nor would he difmifs one of them at the re- 
queft of the lords. As a foftening to this an- 
fwer, he concluded it by faying, that if all his 
nobility would meet together, and be unani- 
mous in opinion, he woyld be counfelled by 
them in the defence and liberty of his realm. 
There can be no doubt that many fecret well- 
wifliers to the exiled fanlily of Douglas were 
prefent at this meeting, who looked upon the 
king's anfwer to be a denial of their juft de- 
mands ; but as the nation was then upon the 
eve of a war, with England, they forbore to 
fliew any marks of refentment till the army 
fliould take the field; a ilrong prefumption 
that they confidered it as being under their 
own direjfUon, rather than that of the king. 

It is obfervable, that the two papers, con- 
taining the flipulations between Edward and 
the duke of Albany, feem, by their ftyle and 
manner, to have been drawn up by a Scotf- 
man, from whence we may infer, that Edward 
had refolved to grant to the duke his own 
terms, at leaft on that occafion. He had, by ' 

this time, named his brother, the duke of Glo- 
cefler, to command the army that was to in- 
vade 
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A. p. 14SS. Vade Scotland ; but it is certain that the ihame* 
ful agreement which had been made with the 
duke of Albany was unknown to many of the 
Scotch noblemen who had confederated againft 
James ; but many circumftances incline me to 
think it was no fecret to others. Be that as it 
may, the duke of Gloceftcr's commiffion was 
very ample, and enabled him to raife all the 
northern counties of England. Two hundred 
pounds were advanced him to defray the ex- 
pence of his artillery, befides an hundred more 
for buying two hundred and twenty draught- 
horfes for carrying it from Newcaftle to Scot- 
land. In the intermediate time, hoftilities 
raged between the two nations. An attempt 
was made by the Englifh to furprife Berwic, 
and another defcent was made at the mouth of 
, the Forth ; but the firft defign mifcarried thro* 
the bravery of the garrifon, and the latter by 
the excellent difpofitions which had been made 
by the parliament. The two dukes continued 
their march, and renewed the fiege of Berwic ; 
upon which, James fent out proper fummonfes 
for affembling an army, with forty days vic- 
tua;ls for each man, to appear on the Borough- 
muir of Edinburgh, and from thence to pafs 
forwards with thfe king where he pleafed, in 
defence of the realm. 
jj^^es An excellent arjpy was accordingly raifed, 

^j^" *" but it was commanded by ofBcers who were 
difgufted with the condud of James, and fome 

of 
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of them in confederacy with the ufurper duke a,d.i48»4 
of Albany, and the earl of Douglas. The 
troops, in fhort, were more under their com- 
mand than under that of James, while he and 
his favourites were fo fecure and infatuated as 
not even to fufpeft the leaft defign againft them- 
fclves. Cochran feems to have had the charge 
of the artillery, great part of which was brought 
from the caftle of Edinburgh ; and the army, 
which is faid to have confifted of about twenty- 
four thoufand well-appointed men, borderers^ 
included (though fome writers have made them 
double that number) marched from Edinburgh 
to Sowtry, and from thence to Lawder, a town 
lying on the confines of Merfe and Teviotdale. 
Here the confederated lords refolved to put their' 
great fcheme in execution ; and, however their 
conduct has been impeached by advocates for 
arbitrary power, their proceedings undoubtedly 
were worthy the fons of liberty. They are faid 
to have confifted of twenty-four noblemen, the 
chief of whom were the earl of Angus and the 
lord Evandale ; the firft, according to Lindfay, 
being prefident of the council, and the latter 
chancellor of the kingdom ; the earls of Argyle, 
Huntley, Orkney, Lenox, Crawford, and Bu- 
chan, with the lords Hume, Fleming, Gray, 
Drummond, Seton, and feveral bifhops, eccle- 
£biftical lands being then fubje6t to military fes- 
vices.'^ Some of thofe noblemen and their fami- 
lies had always been eminently attached to the 

crown. 
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A.D.14^ crown, and were ftill fo to the perfon of James, 
particularly the chancellor, the earls of Hunt- 
ley and Lenox, with the lords Drummond and 
Seton; but, upon this occaiion, they unani- 
moufly refolved to make a diftindion between 
the king's perfonal and political capacity, and, 
whatever repugnance he might fhew, to remove 
the evil counfellors from^before his throne, 
Cocbtanand The army lay encamped between the town 
ctates and church of Lawder, and the lords, after fome 
ulfd^r*' deliberation *, refolved, to remove the king, 
' with fome of his leaft exceptionable domeftics 
(but without offering any violence to his perfon) 
to the caftle of Edinburgh ; but to hang all his 
worthlefs favourites over Lawder-bridge, the 
common place of execution. Their deliberation 
was not kept fo fecret as not to come to the 
cars of the favourites, who fufpeding the worft, 
wakened James before day-break, and inform- 
ing him of the meeting, he ordered Cochran 
to repair to it, and to bring him an account of 
its proceedings f. According to Lindfay, who 

• The lord Gray defiring to be hesu-d, told them the apologue 
of the mice, ** who confulting iu a public meeting how to be 
free from being furprifcd by the cat, found out a very good way, 
which was to hang a bell about her neck, which would ring as 
ihe Repped, and fo give them warning of her approach : but, 
added he, when it came to be queftioned, who would undertake 
to fallen the bell to the &eck of the cat, there was never a moufe 
durit promife fo much upon his own courage/* The earl of An? 
gus immediately took the thought, and anfwered, " I will bell 
the cat i"* which bold anfwer got him the name or appellation of 
Archibald Bell the Cat ; and the truth is, he very well deferred it. 

f Lindfay's defcriptlon of this upflart^s ms^uificence is very 
particular, and may ferve to give the reader an idea of the finery 
of that age. 

<« Cochnu|p 
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ftems to have had very minute information as. A.Dwi48»f 
to this cataftrophe, Cochran rudely knocked 
at the door of the church, juft after the affem- ^ 
bly had finiflied their confultation ; and upon 
Sir Robert Douglas of Lochlevin (who was ap-* 
pointed to watch the door) informing them 
that the earl of Mar demanded admittance, the 
carl of Angus ordered the door to be thrown 
open, and rufliing upon Cochran, he pulled a 
maffy gold chain from his neck, faying, that a 
rope would become him better ; while Sir Ro- 
bert Douglas ftripped him of a coftly blowing- 
horn he wore by his fide, as was the manner of 
• the times, telling him he had been too l®ng the 
hunter of mifchief. Cochran, with aftonifli- 
ment, afked them whether they were in jeft or 
earneft; but they foon convinced him they 
were in earneft, by pinioning down his arms 
with a common halter till he fliould be carried 
to execution. 

** Cochran, fays he, the earl of Mar, came from the king to 
the council (which council was h(^den in the kirk of Lawdcr for 
the time) who was well accompaxiiecl with a band of men of war, . 
to the number of three hundred light axes* all clad in white 
livery, and black bends thei-eonj that they might be known for 
Cochran the earl of Mar's men. Himfelf was clad in a riding pie 
of black velvet, with a great chain of gold about his neck, to 
the value of five hundred crowns 5 and four blowing-horns, with • 
both* the ends of gold and filk, fet with precious ftones. Hi* 
horn was tipped with fine gold at every end, and a precious 
ftoue, called a beryl, hanging in the midft. This Cochran had - 
his heumont borne before him, overgill( with gold ; and fo were 
aU the reft of his horns ; and all his pallions (pavilions or tents) 
were of fine' canvas of fi>k, and the cords thereof fine twined 
filk i and the chains upon his pallions were double overgilt with 
gold." 

Vol. IV. Z The 
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AtD.r4r2. The earl of Apgus, with fome of the chief, 
confmcd to lords, attendccj by ^ detachment of tropp^, 
Mn^bl^^f ^^^ repaired to the king's tent, where they 
iidzed his other favourites, Thomas Preftoni 
Sir) William ^[logers, James Hommilj William 
Torfifan, aod l-^onard, and upbraided himiijlf, 
in v^ry rude terjns, with bis mifcoi^dua in 
gQvernm^at, ^^4 even ip private life, in not 
cjnly being CQijnfelled by the j^bov? minions, 
but for l^eping cpnpLpany w^}^ ^ la.dy, who was 
called the Daify. We knovr of no refiftance 
made by James. Uc oply ijitereeded fo? the 
fafety of ^ young geptleman, on? John Rj^njxfey 
of Balmaio; ai^d Cochran, with his other wpfth- 
lefs favQuyites, were hanged pver ^.awder- 
hndge before his ?yes ^, while he himfelf wa^ 
conduced, ynder ^ii e^fy reftraipt, tp the caf- 
tle of Edinburgh, ^nd the army w^a dHbanded. 
Though I have don^ jufltice to all that is de« 
fenfible in this celebrated proceediiig^ ye( I 
muft be of opinion, that the well-intentioned 
lords were the dupes of thofe who were pri- 
vately confederated with the duke of Albany 
and the earl of Douglas ; and that their con* 
duft, after punifliing the favourite?, deferves a 
very different term than that of a<5Hng in the 
caufe of liberty. Drummond of Hawthornden 
' has given us the form of an affociation entered 

* The drftin6lion between the perfbnal and political character 
of a king was eftabliihed by the Englilh barons^ when king John 
granted them the great charter of Ul^ecties. 

into 



into by the confederate lords ; but tboilgh it A,b.i48j. 
might contain their feiltitnents, it k certainly 
fiot authentic ; and the only apology that can , 
be made for their dilbandihg their army is, that , 
Jattifes refufed to be ruled by their counfels. 
This, however, never can vindicate their itiaking 
him 1 prifonfer in the chief fort of his kingdom, 
ttrhile their enemies were upbn their frontiers 
With ail army. 'Upon the whole, the latter 
pitt of their conduft, as it has been reprefented 
feven by anti-monarchical writers, is irrecon- 
cikable to the principles of true patriotifm ; 
btlt I atn riow to attend the operations of th6 
field. 

Th6 fiftgWh ^rmy cohfifted of twenty-two l^^'^^f^ 
thoufand five hundred fighting men, well armed, ^effion of 
4iid proVidad with every thing that cotild ren- * ^* 
der an e^{)editi6n fuccefifill, that Was to place 
in ufurper 6n the throne of his brother, and to 
futjeft the liberties of Scotlahd to her mofl; in- 
veterate and dangerous encftiies. Befides the 
army which, with its artillery, was ordered to 
rendezVbus; at Alnwic abbut the beginning of 
July, the Ehglifh governihent had fitted out 1 
fleet under the command of Robert RatclifiP, 
which carried the cannon Which was to forni 
the fiege of fietwie anew. Th6 firft column 
Was headed by the earl of Nbrthumberland, the 
lord Scropp, Sir John Middleton, Sir John 
Ditchfield, and confifted of fix thoufand feven 
hundred men. The fecond column, which con« 

Z 2 tained 
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A.D.I49X. tained five thoufand eight hundred, was com- 
manded by the duke of Glocefter in peribn, 
and under him by the lords Lovel and Grey- 
ftock, and Sir Edward Woodville. The laft 
column, which compofed the rear, and con- 
iifted of three thoufand men, was led by the 
lord Nevil ; and the cavalry, who were fix or 
feven thoufand, were under the command of 
the lords Stanley and Fitzhugh. Such was the 
army that formed the fiege of Berwic, about 
the time when the cataftrophe at Lawder, and 
the diffolution of the Scotch army, happened. 
No fooncr did the certainty of thofe two events 
arrive at the Engliih camp, than the dukes of 
Glocefter and Albany (the latter of whom 
feems to have had no adual command in the 
expedition) committed the fiege of Berwic to 
the lord Stanley, Sir John Ellington, and Sir 
William Parr, with four thoufand men; and 
marched forwards, with the reft of the army, to 
Edinburgh, where they arrived, without meett 
ing any oppofition. 

James continued ftiill in the caftlc of Ediu- 
burgh, but all orders were ifiued in his name, 
all royal honours were performed to his perfon, 
and I am inclined to believe that the noblemfen, 
who had no farther; views than the reformation 
pf his government, were themfelves convinced 
that the king ought to remain where he was, 
~~ . to keep him out of the hands of the duke of Al-^ 
bany and his fadion, becaufe he had no army on 

foot 






;: 
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foot fufficient to fight them and the Engliih. A.D,i4Sa. 
As to that duke, he affe&ed a great tendernefs 
for his country, and the Engliih in their march 
had carefully avoided all ads of violence and 
rapine. Thofe precautions failed in procur- 
ing him a reception at Edinburgh anfwerable 
to his expedations ; and the nation in general 
treated him with.fo much coldnefs, that he 
never had the courage to avow the ,fliameful 
treaty he had made with Edward ; fo that it 
might ftill have been a fecret to the public, had 
it not been printed by Mr. Rymer. It is, how- 
ever, pretty extraordinary, that fo impetuous 
a prince as the duke of Glocefler, fhould be fo 
moderate as ta keep the fecret, efpecially when 
we confider the great fums fpent in the expedi^ 
tion. Upon the whole, there is no room to 
doubt that Edward and his brother had been 
impofed upon in the reprefentations they had 
received of the affairs of Scotland, and that the 
bafe condud of the duke of Albany's confede- 
rates, after the execution at Lawder, had roufed 
the nation into a deteftation of their proceed- 
ings, and recovered their affedions for their 
fovereign. 

While the two dukes remained at Edinburgh, a treaty, 
we know of no attempt made upon that caftle, 
where James ftill refided. From this circum- 
fiance I am inclined to believe, that the Engliih 
had left their heavy artillery at Berwic, though 
by fome authors the caftle is faid to have been 

fpared 
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A.ti. 148a. fpared at the duke 6f Albany's entteaty, bricatlfe 
it could not be befieged without doing gWal 
damage to the town. Other prudetitial cdnfi^ 

, dei'ations might intefr|)ofe; for the dtlke oi 
Glocefter received intcUigeticfe of a body of 
Scots affembling at Haddington, who might bd 
foon in a condition to cut oflF his return to Eng* 
land. It is plain that, upoti hi» arrival at Edin* 
burgh, he had eiitirely altered his fcntiments^ 
and had rdfolved^ if poffiblci to cofttlllde i 
feace, if he could barely fave his oWn, and his 
brother's, honour. It does not even ap^^ar thit 

' the Englifh army entered Edinburgh ;. and 
Drummond tells us^ that it remained encamped 
at Keftalrig, while the duke of Olocefter paid 
a vifit to the town, where the inhabitants were 
entirely devoted to James. Among the othe* 
Scotch nobility affembled at Haddington, weril 
the archbifhop of St, Andrew's, Janfies bifhop 
of Dunkeldji thfe lord chancellor Etandale, and 
the earl of Argyle, all of them true patriot^i 
and Sftive iii the fervice of their country^ but 
willing to preferve it from a foreign, aa a dd*- 
ineftic^ war. They fent notice by the lord Darn<> 
ley, and the eleft biflxop of Murray, to the dukt 
of Glocefter, thlt they were willing to enter 
into a negociation for preferving the peace of 
their country, a^nd defired to know the duke's 
terms. Thefe were very moderate, and chiefly 
refpefted the pretended original grounds of thfe 
war, which were, the r6-payment of the money 

Ed^ 
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Ed w4 ha4 *4vance4 as t^c portion of t;he U^f A- P. h^m 
^ecUy, *n4 fpqic iodeiflpification for t^ie depy^T 
datiq^xs ^(lat |iad beep compittcd oq the bord^r^^ 
The SiCQ^ch lords endeavoured to ev^de tl>q, 
p^yrow^ of the mofley, by oflfering th^t tt» 
Dp^^jrristg? fcoiiW b^ imin^diately c^lebri^ed^ 
f i^is prppof^l wa? declined by Hi^b^^rd, wbQ 
pr^nd^ tbat hia lailFU^pQSi frogi bis broth?i^ 
ymv^ CQfi^ned tp au^. iinp[\edi^te den\4P4 of th^ 
Qioney ; hq% hfi kem^ to bs^v^ d^ppp^d bis cl^im , 
Qf indemnification for d^por^d^tipns, 

Th? d^roaAd of tb? dvl^^ of Alba^py ir^m^ 
next lender copfider^t^PAj sHid it is certain tba(;> 
^y this ti?!®! Ja|n«5 ap4 %h^ mediating Iprd^ 
knew Qf bis d^SgQ^ upop. tb^ crown; but they 
vdfe)y reCplv^d upon mqderate pieafijreSt tho' 
ftiU with an eye tp tb.0 dignity of th? crown* 
Xbey wer? fenfible pf th^ provocation th? duk^ ' • 
bad received before b* ^^m^ ^ out-Uw ; ^pdj 
by making t;h2^t the b^fisi oi^ tbeir ]:\ego(;i^ip% pa 
the f<?cpn4 of A^g^ft tbey ^* bpimd^nd obliged Rym«r. 
themfelv^s t:p a npbl« *nd mighty prince, ^^^ ^^^^^ 
sender 4^k^ of Albany ; |hat if the f%id dukQ did 
keep his trvie faith and all^giapce to their ipve^ 
r^ig9 lor4f Jame^, Ifxng of Scotland^ ai^d kh 
fucceffioQy 2^n4 fP^d^ ufe of his authority to na 
other i^pds but fucb a^ were confiftent with juC« 
tice and good rule ; and if he obferved bis f*ithj| 
l^wtie, aiud bond to them> ^nd to the remnant; 
lorda of th^ realm of Scotland, as they wouI4 
dp tp bi^ mighty Iprdibipst he ihoulc^ upon 

thefe 
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A.D.1^%. thefe conditions, be free from all bodily harm, 
and they ihould prevail with their fovereign 
lord to reftore him, the faid duke, to all the 
lands, heritages, ftrengths, houfes, and offices, 
which he enjoyed when he left the kingdom : 
as alfo, that their fovereign lord ihould give 
and grant to him, and to all perfons engaged 
in his fervice (excepting thofe who had been 
excepted by the king's highnefs in his laft pro- 
clamation made in parliament) a full indem- 
nity and remiflion of all crimes committed by 
them at any time by paft, but more particularly 
of his or their endeavours to obtain the crown 
of Scothnd, provided always that henceforth 
they Ihould behave tbemfelves as true lieges.^ 
mfiiiMist- ^^^^ agreement refleds great honour upon 
went of the the lords of Scotland, who conduced the ne- 
-Atowr- gociation. Their reftoring the duke of Albany 
' to his eftates and honours was (all circumftances 
confidered) no more than an aft of juftice; and 
his having made no public demand of the crown 
was a tacit acknowledgment that he difowned 
his treafonable compaft with Edward ; not to 
mention, that as the lords had no authentic 
proof of it, they could not charge him with 
particulars. But the moft extraordinary cir- 
tumftance attending this agreement is, that the 
interefts of the earl of Douglas and his fol-^ 
lowers were thereby facrificed, becaufe the lords 
did not think their cafe admitted of the fame 
alleviations as that ofx the duke of Albany. 

Lind- 
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Lindfay^ I think with iboie probabalky^ faySf a.d.h^ 
that Jaoaes had a fecret intervkw wkh the earl 
of Douglas in the caftle of Edinburgh ; but tjiat 
the earl's demands were £6 high, and his beha* 
viour fo undutiful, that they parted worfe 
friends than they met This may, in part, ac- 
count for the earl's being omitted in the treaty, 
as it is highly probable his demands might 
h^ve claihed with the duke >of Albany's views^ 
which, as appeared from the fe^i*el, were very 
ambitious* 

During the above nqgx^ciation, the treaty be- 
tween the duke of Glocefter and the mediating 
lords was at a fta&d ; but they had ^reed upon 
a truce, and the duke feems lo have received 
frefh infirudions from his brother kt fehe inter- 
mediate time. He renewed 'the demand of the 
princefs Mai^garet, iifter 4io Jamees, for the earl 
of Rivers, brother to the queen of Englftod, 
which the Scots agreed to ; and Edward actu* 
ally fent a fafe-condud for the royal bride to* 
repair to England, but the marriage never took 
effed. As the duke had dropped his claim of 
indemnification for dq)redations aq>on the bor- 
ders, he infifled that no attempt &auld be made 
to relieve the caiUe of Berwic, which continued 
to be bravely defended by Patric Hepburn lord 
of Hales, tiie town having, before that, fur- 
rend^ed to the duke of Albany, who had given 
it to the Eogliih; Whether this demand was 
screed to, we caonot be pofitive ; but it is cer- 

VoL.IV. A a tain 
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A,D.i4«». tain that the town capitulated on the twenty- 
fourth of Auguft, it having been excepted out 
of the truce. The repayment of the lady Ceci- , 
ly's fortune came next to be fettled; and we are 
Rymcf. told that " William Bartraham^ provoft of 
Edinburgh, and with him the whole fellowfliip 
(as they are called in the record) of merchants, 
burgeflbs, and community of the faid town, 
loyally and generoufly obliged thdmfelves to 
repay to the king of England the fums of mo- 
ney difburfed by him in view of the marriage 
between the duke of Rothfay and his daughter 
the lady Cecily ; or if the faid king did yet in- 
cline that the marriage fliould be completed, 
they undertook for the king of Scotland, their 
fovereign lord, that he fliould concur conform- 
ably to his former obligations, provided that 
their faid fovereign lord, or the lords of his 
council, or they, the faid provofts and mer- 
chants, were informed of the king of England's 
pleafure and eleftion upon the matter, by the 
feaft of All Saints next to come." 
James re- I^ coufequcuce of this agreement, Edward 
his^'ctnfinS^ fent Garter king at arms to inform the govern.- 
ment. " ment of Scotland that, for feveral great caufcs 
and confiderations, he could not comply with 
the marriage of his daughter to the duke of 
Rothfay ; upon which, the town of Edinburgh 
immediately paid all the money that had been 
advanced for her portion, the whole amount- 
ing to fix thoufand pounds ftcrling. I am in- 
clined 
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clined to believe, that the unfteadinefs and a, d. 1482. 
weaknefs of James, at this time, gave a new 
turn to his affairs ; and that he refented his 
original confinement in the caftle of Edinburgh 
fo greatly, that he refufed to pardon any one 
who had been acceffary to that, or to the exe- 
cutions, at Lawder. This might be the reafon 
why his confinement was ftill continued, and 
why he chofe to throw himfelf into his bro- 
ther's arms, rather than to take thofe lords 
again into favour. The duke of Albany had 
made a vifit to the queen and the duke of Roth- 
fay in the caftle of Stirling, where he was re- 
ceived with great careffes ; and, at the queen's 
earneft defire, he undertook to deliver her huf- 
band from his confinement. According to fome 
authors, he returned privately to Edinburgh 
(the Englifh army being then on its march 
homeward) and affembling a body of loyal ci- 
tizens, he furprifed the caftle, from \Vhehce he 
delivered the king; though Qthers fay, with, 
more probability, that its gates were opened, 
upon a formal requifition made » for that pur- 
pofe by two heralds at arms. James, having 
thus regained his liberty, repaired to the abbey 
of Holyrood-houfe with his brother, who now 
adbed as his firft minifter *. All the lords who 
were near the capital came to pay him their 

* Lindfay, ridiculoufly enough, fays, that when James left the 
caftle, he refufed to ride down to the abbey, till his brother 
mounted himfelf behind him on the fame horfe* 

A a 2 com- 
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A. D. 1481. compliments; bfut James wa^fo mucR exafpe- 
rated at Vrhat had happened, that he codimitted 
fixtecn of th^m prifaners to the caftfe of Edin- 
burgh, among whom were the lords Bothwel 
and Hume, the lord chancellor, with the lords 
Gray, Drammond, Eglingtcm, Fleming, Seton, 
and Maxwef. Abercromb)6.rnclines to believe^ 
that the imprifonraent of James in the caftle of 
Edinburgh was a ftate-farce afted between him 
and thofe noblemen ; bat I can by no meafts be 
of that opinion,* as James was not a prince of 
, fteadinefs fufBcient to carry him through his 
part. It is true, the lords and the archbifhop 
of St. Andrew's were afterwards reftoredto his 
favour; but that> according to Lindfay, hap- 
pened through the interpofition of the duke of 
Albany and the earl of Angus, who had at* 
tached himfelf to that duke's fortune ; and they 
prevailed upon James not to try them for high* 
treafon. 
He rewardi Jamcs, iu gratitudc, granted to the citizens 
ofthcciti- of Edinburgh a patent, enlarging their privi- 
Bdinburgh. Icgcs ; and, upon his being reconciled to his 
brother, he refumed his defign of paying a vi-» 
fit, with an hundred horfe in his retinue, to the 
-flirine of St. John of Ambois In France ; but 
this journey nqver was performed, and the 
feeming fnioothnefs of his government, at this 
time, was all a deceitful calm. Though the 
duke of Albany had been, by the fpirit of the 
times, forced to lay ailde his ambitious views, 

yet 
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yet he had never relinquiflicd them in earn eft, a, 0*148*, 
Some hiftorians are of opinion, that the reafon 
why Edward had refufed his daughter to the 
duke of Rothfay, was in order to beftow her 
upon the duke of Albany; and the variable 
difpofition of James precipitated the execution 
of the latter's defigns. The great court which 
was paid to the duke funk fo deep into the 
mind of James, that it revived all his former 
hatred of his brother ; and the duke's enemies 
foon praftifed upon his jealoufy in fuch a man- 
ner, that the duke perceived he was fufpefted, 
and all of a fudden withdrew from court to his 
ftrong caftle of Dunbar, flad it not been for 
the records publifhed by Mr. Rymer (which are 
fo many evidences of the duke's guilt) James 
muft have appeared in the light of a tyrant 

. for his behaviour towards his brother upon 
this new breach ; but nothing can be more cer- 
tain; than that the duke now completed all his 
treafons, by nominating, while he refided at 
his caftle of Dunbar, " his moft dear coufins and ,^|j, 
counfellors, Archibald earl of Angus, and lord 
of Douglas and Abernethy, Andrew lord Gray, 
and Sir James Liddel of Halkerfton, his ambaf- 
fadors, commiflioners, andmefrengers,'impow- 
ering them to treat with the king of England 

^ concerning fuch things as had been agreed on 
at the caftle of Fptheringay." 

This eommiflion is dated at tht caftle of Dun- FreA trw- 
bar, on the twelfth of January 1483 ; and on dllke of * 

the ''"^*"^' 
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A. 0.1483* the ninth of February following, Edward ap- 
pointed the earl of Northumberland, the lord 
Scroop, and Sir William Parr, to treat with, 
the duke of Albany's commiffioners. After a 
negociation of no more than two days, the fol-r 
lowing articles were agreed to by both parties. 
." Firft, The raoft excellent prince Edward, 
by the grace of God king of England and France, 
on, the one part, and the high and mighty 
prince Alexander, duke of Albany, on the 
other, were bound and obliged to uphold and 
aflift one another againft all mortals, and to 
cultivate a good amity, love, favour, and 
friendly intelligence between themfelves, and 
the fubjefts, lovers, and well-wifhers of either. 
In order to which a year's truce was concluded. 
Secondly, The ambafladors of the duke of Al- 
bany undertook in the name of, and for their 
mafter, that during the truce, and after, if 
there was occafion for it, he fliould by all 
means poffible endeavour the conqueft of Scot- 
land, that being fettled on that throne, he may 
be enabled to do great and mighty fervice to 
the king of England and his heirs againft the 
occupiers (poffeffors) of the crown of France. 
Thirdly, That while the king of England w;as 
willing to aflift the faid duke in that quarrel, 
and towards that end, he the faid duke fhould 
never lay down his arms, for any xeafon or of- 
fer that may be made to him by James, who 
now occupieth the crown of Scotland, nor by 

any 
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any of the iffue of the faid James.* Fourthly, a.d.i4S3« 
The earl of AnguSj lord Gray, and Sir James 
. Liddel, obliged themfelves by their faiths, ho- 
nours, and knighthood, that in cafe the faid 
duke of Albany Ihould die without heirs to 
fucceed him in the throne of Scotland, they, 
their friends, vaffals, and dependents, fhould 
never live under the liegeance of any other 
prince, but the king of England; and that they 
fhould keep their caftles, houfes, and ftrengths, 
from James, now king of Scots, with all their 
powers. Fifthly, They undertook for the 
duke, that forty days after his obtaining the 
crown of Scotland, he fliould break and cancel 
ail former leagues and engagements with France, 
and with all his power affift the king of England 
towards the final conqueft of that kingdom to 
his own obedience. Sixthly, That he fliould 
reftore James earl of Douglas to all his lands, 
caftles, &c. in Scotland, conformably to an , 
agreement made between the faid earl of Doug- 
las and Archibald earl of Angus. Seventhly, 
That the often-mentioned duke, being king of 
Scotland, and at liberty to marry, fliould take 
to wife one of the daughters of king Edward, 
without putting the faid king Edward to any 
charges in view of, or concerning the marriage; 
that is, he* was to give his daughter no portion, 
and yet flie was to be made a queen. Laftly, 
The king of England was bound to aflift the faid 
duke towards conquering Scotland, and for 

that 
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A. D. 148^ tbat end to fend his brother the iioke of 61oeef«'' 
ter, and his coufin the carl of Northumbedand, 
with fuch fuccours as ihould be thought necef- 
fiiry, to the borders ; to maintain at leaft three 
thoufand archers in conftant pay for thatfcrvicej 
and if the occafion was inviting, to raife fuch 
a notable army, as being joined by the duke^s 
friends, would, with God's grace, be fuiEcient 
to complete the work." 
AmcNin<if When Edward concluded this treaty, he was 
lol^ crich- preparing for a war againft France, and confe- 

ton* 

quently againil Scotland, As he was then pof- 
fefled of the confidence of his people, he un- 
doubtedly intended to have left the manage- 
ment of the Scotch war to the duke of Albany 
and his aflbciates ; but all his defigns were de**^ 
feated by his dcith, which happened on the 
ninth of April following. His brother, Ri- \ 
chard the third, who was gua^rdian to his two 
nephews, had fcM-med defigns which were in« 
compatible with a war either againft Scotland 
or France ; and the duke of Albany faw once 
more all his mighty projcds blaflcd. Heliad 
no refuge but in En^and, to which he again 
fled, after putting his caftle of JDmibar in a 
pofture of defence. James ordered him to be 
fummoned to the proper judicatory, to anfwer 
for his treafons y and, upon his not appearing^ 
his eftate was a fecond time forfeited to the 
crown, as was that of the lord Crichton, who 
had likewife fortified his caflle againft Jame& 

Bu- 
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fiiichanan tells us of a very infamous intrigue a.d.i4«s., 
(yrhich is ndt fufficiently refuted, even by Aber- 
cromby) which was the occafion of this nobler 
toan's rebellidii and forfeiture* He 'fays, that 
James had debauched th6 lord Crichton's beau- 
tiful wife ; and that Ciichton, in revenge, had 
debauched Margaret the king's lifter^ upon 
whom he begat a daughter^ Ivho Went by the 
' tiame of Crichton ; and that Margaret herfelf 
Was fufpefted of an inceftuous commerce with 
the king her brother. None of our general 
hiftorians, excepting Buchanan, hav^ ttldntion^ 
ed thofe horrid circunifiances, fome of which 
are extremely imprdbable, oi^ account Of the 
keennefs which Edward and the court of Eng- 
land flieWed for the marriage between Marga^ 
ret and the earl of Rivers* ts it likely that, had 
ihe been guilty in the manner related by Bu^ , 
chanan, Ker crimes could have been concealed 
from the numerous Scotch partisans of Eng- 
land, who then fwarmed about Edward's court j 
or that the notoriety of fuch Ihameftil intrigued 
muft not have betrayed the parties cdiicef ned ? 
After all, it is not to be difTembled, that in 
thofe days the filiation of natural children, upon 
the marriage of their parents, gave rife to many 
indecencies, and has introduced great difficul-* 
ties into the defcents of families. 

According to the beft evidences, a formal 
t^arge was drawn up both againft the duke of 
Albany and the lojd Crichton. The former 
^ Vol. IV, Bb wag 
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jk.v. 14S3. was accufed of betraying the town of Bcrwk 
to the Englilh, and fevcral other afts of treafon j 
and when his friends urged the full pardon that 
had been granted him, its legality was denied^ 
becaufe the king was under confinement, and 
not mailer of his own actions, when he palTed 
it This was a falfe and frivolous plea, cither 
^ on the part of James or his nobility. The 

former had, when mafter of hirafelf, rt-admitted 
his brother into a higher fliare of favour than 
he had ever poffeffed, and therefore had rati- 
fied the pardon. As to the nobility, it wa$ 
with a very bad grace they urged its inefficacy 
on account of the king^s durance, becaufe they 
were the very perfons who had kept him in 
confinement* Other acts of treafon were urged 
againft the duke, particularly his having for- 
tified his cattle of Dunbar, his having left the 
kingdom without a paffport froni his brother, 
and his intriguing with the king of England 
for making war upon his country, and faqri- 
ficing the honour of its crown. 
14S4. Upon the dukeV arrival in England, be was 

S^Lban* J^i^dJy received by Richard, who not only con- 
reccMredm finned thc pcufiou his predeceffor's had fettled 
upon the earl of Douglas, but augmented it 
with two hundred pounds a year ; andy accord- 
ing to Hawthomden, the duke of Albany put 
his caftle of Dunbar into the hands of the Eng- 
lifh. Whatever inclinations, however, Richard 
had to affift thofe two illuflrious exiles^ he cott^ 

tinuedj^ 
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tinued, at this time, in full employment at A^P- h^. 
Iiome; fo th<^t they found no encouragement to 
hope for the performance of the late Edward's 
promi£es. Richard was too fieofible of the be* 
nefit he mufi receive by keeping Scotland em- 
Jbroiled, entirely- to reli^quifh their caufe. They 
iand their friends were perpetually laying be- 
fore him the great intereft ^nd connexions 
l^hey had in Scotland, the implacable enngiity 
betyt^een James and his nobility^ and the unict- 
tled ftate of the Scotch affairs, T.h^y l>ad ac- 
tually afljjmbled a body of foot upon the bor- 
4erS| and Richard, upon their eameft applica- 
tion, in the beginning of the year 1484, con- 
fented to lend them five hundred horfe, to 
make an inipr^ffion upon the fouthern parts of 
Scotland ; but thi^ force wa^ not in readinefs to 
aft before ' the twenty-fecond of July ; for I 
perceive, from liynaer'^ fq^dpra, jh^t the two 
.exiles were, on the twenty-fifth of June, at 
York, where th^y yitnpffpd a treaty concluded 
^yith Portugal. 

The plan of their operations was equally th© eiri df 
-mean and rapacious, as their objeft was no Sjcfpri- 
' jother than to plunder a very gre»t faipf vhich £Se of^ 
. >vas held at Lochmaben. Haying left thejr foot ^^^"'^•'t 
at the bottom of th? hill of Brumfw^k, their 
horfe marched towards Lochmaben, but were 
4ifcovcred by two gentlemen of the name of 
Johnfton (one of thqm z prcdeceffor of the 
'^oufQ of Anandal^j and the other defigned qf 

B b 2 Cock- 
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AfP-?f'4- Gockpool) who animated the people to defend 
themfelves agalrift the robbers, as they were 
^uftly called, The two exiles, particularly the 
earl of Douglas, had great dependence upon 
the affection of the inhabitant^ pf that country, 
^'here thpy formerly had large eftates ; byt the 
two Johnftons informing them that the affailants 
were EngHfh, and that plunder was all their 
intention, they united (every Scotch bprderer 
being then well armed) againft the invaders, 
who were difappointed in their aim. The en- 
counter lafted from noon till night, both parties 
being reinforced with frefh fupplies; but the 
two Johnftons, who fought bravely in their 
own perfons, at laft obtained the victory. The, 
duke of Albany, by the goodnefs of his horfe, 
cfcaped back to England ; but the earl of Dou- 
glas was made prifoner by one Robert Kirk- 
patric (for which fervicq he was rewarded by 
James with a grant of the lands of Kirk-Michael) 
who carried him in triumph to Edinburgh. 
Md confined This battle of Kirkonnel, fp called from the. 
Ti^^iZ P^^ce near which it was fought, though incon- 
fiderable from the number of combatants, be- 
came important by ^his illuftrious captive. Hq 
was then old and yftwieldy, but had great 
experience in bufinefs, and a vaft intereft amon^ 
the Scotch nobility. Having, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, been bred a clergyman in the 
univerfity of Paris, fome writers, Abercromby 
in particular, have reprefented him as a con- 
vert 
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vert to the loyal principles he had thereim* A.D.14H. 
bibed, and as a true penitent for all his crimes 
of rebellion; but this judgment of his charac* 
Jter fecms to have been founded only upon 
party prcpoffeflions. James, in him, beheld 
the moft formidable rebel his family had ever 
fubdued. When the old earl appeared before 
him, he turned his back, as afliamed to behold 
the king^ whofe treatment of him was noble 
and generous ; for, inftead of punifhing him 
as a traitor, he indulged him in chufing that 
way of life which was moft fuitable to his years 
and infirmities; and permitted him to retire 
to the abbey of Lindores, where the earl had 
received fome part of his education. Some wri- 
ters have infinuafeed, from the mildnefs of the 
king's behaviour, that he intended to have after- 
wards made ufe of that nobleman occafionally* 
It is certain that he had great knowledge both 
in civil and military afFairs, and his' name would 
have been of fervice to any party; but he was too 
far ftricken in years to return to aftive life, and 
he was ever after grateful to James, as we fhall 
relate in its proper place. Hume, the hiftorian 
of his family, fays, that when James pronounced 
his fentence, all he faid was,' " He that may no 
better be, muft be a monk/' 

Richard was by no means pleafed with the Treaty ©e 
duke of Albany's ill-judged expedition, and lum. 
had many reafons for compromifing matters 
yith Scotland. About this time, or very foon 

after 
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A» 0,1484. after the battle of Kirkonnel, he granted Iqtw 
ters of fafQ-conduct to. coramiffioners from 
Scotland to treat of an accommodation betweci| 
thQ two kingdoms. The negQciatipn? accordr 
iqgly opened at Nottingham, where the Scotch 
commiffioners were, Colin earl of Argyle (by 
this time made chancellot of Scotland) Wil- 
liam Elphinftpn bifhop of Aberdeen, Andrew 
Stiiart lord Evandale, Robert lord Lyle, LauT 
f ei^ce lord Oliphant, John Drummond of Stobr 
hall, Mr. Archibald Whitelaw, fecretary of ftate, 
3ind Duncan de Dundas, Efq, The cpmmif? 
fioners for Richard were, Richard biihop of St, 
Af;iph, John duke of Norfolk, Henry earl of 
Northumberland, Thomas lord Stanley, and 
others. It was the twenty-firft of December 
before the conferences ended ; and both parties 
agreed to a truce, ** which fhould begin at th? 
riling of the fun on the twenty-ninth of the 
inftant month of September, and laft till the 
fetting of the fun on the tw^nty-niqith of Sep- 
tember 1487 : that during thofe three years, all 
. caftles, fortreifes, and towns, fhould remain in 
the hands of the prefent poffeffors, the caftle of 
Dunbar only excepted, which if the king of 
Scots bad a mind to recover by force, he might 
without breach of the truce attempt it, but not 
till fix months fliould be elapfed; nor then nei- 
ther, unlefs he gave fair warning of his refolu- 
tion within fix weeks to the king of England : 
that no out-law nor rebel of either kingdom 

fliould 
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Should be received or entertained in the other; A.D,i4«4t 
and that in every fafe-conducl this claufe fhould 
be inferted. Provided always that the obtainer 
of this fafe-conduft be no traitor," 

The powiers comprehended on the part of 
Scotland in this trace were, the kings of France 
and Denmark, with the dukes of Gueldres 
and Brittany ^. .Certain days were appointed 
for commiifioners tP meet at Lochmaben, Ri- 
denburn, Dunbar, and other places, for re- 
drefiing grievances, and punilhing all offences 
againft the truce f . The moft important part 
of this negociation remained ftill to be con*^ 
eluded, and that was a match between the duke 
of Rothfay and the lady Anne de t^oole, Ri* 
chard's niece by his beloved lifter, the duchefi 

• The confervators for Scotland were David earl of Crawford, 
and lord Lindfay ; George earl of Huntley, lord Gordon and 
Badenoch ; John lord Damley, John lord Kennedy, Robert lord 
Lyle, Patric lord Hales, Laurence lord Oliphant, and William 
lord Bbrthwic 5 John Rofs of Hawlkhead, John Lundy of Lundy, 
James Ogilvy of Airly, Robert Hamilton of Fingalton, Williann 
Baillie of Lammington, John Kennedy of Blairquhan, Jobit 
Weems of Weems, William Ruthven of Ruthven, and Gilbert 
JohnftonofElphinfton, knights; John Dundas of Dundas, John 
Rofs of Montgrenon, and Edward Crichton of Kirkpatric, £fq$« 
Tliofe for England were Scroop and others. 

t The conuniilioners for Scotland were the earls of Angus/ 
Huntley, and Argyle ; the lords Anandale, Seton, and Oliphant i 
thelajrd of Stobhall^ Sir Gilbert Johnfton of Elphinfton, David 
Scot, Robert Chartres of Amisfield, Alexander Hume, Walter 
Carr, George Hume of Ayton, James Rutherford laird Ruther- 
ford, Andrew Ormifton laird of Ormifton, William KnoUeys^ 
David Hepburn of Wauchton, James Cockburn, the lords Kcn^ 
nedy, Montgomery, and Lyle, John Maxwel, fteward of Anan. 
izlCf Robert Crichton of ^anquhar^ and others. 

of 
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A,D.i4S4. of Suffolk. Richard fe^ms to have been the 
more eager for this match, as the {>rin(ie was 
defcended from Joan Beaufort, wife to James 
the firft, and eldeft daughter of John earl of 
Somerfet, the eldeft branch of the SomerfeC 
family, by Margaret Holland his wife ; whereas 
the earl of Richmond, Richard's great compe- 
titor for the erowtt of England, was defcended' 
only from the grand-daughter of the faid John* 
This match was very flattering to James, who 
certainly would have fulfilled thc|^ terms, had 
. it not been for the revolution that foon after 
happened in England ; for Richard having this 
year loft his own fon, declared the earl of Lin- 
coln^ the lady Anne's elder brother, prefump- 
tive heir of his crown. The particular condi-' 
tions of the marriage were afterwards adjufted, 
and the lady even took upon herfelf the title o£ 
duchefs of Rothfay ; but laid it down upon her 
uncle being killed in the battle of Bofworth^ 
which placed the earl of Richmond, afterward* 
Henry the feventh, upon the throne of Eng- 
land. 
The-oM The duke of Albany, after the battle of Kir- 

i^7n^ konnel, remained hovering on the borders at 
scodanr^* ^^c ^^^^ of ^ flying party, with which he made 
renewed, feveral inroads into Scotland, even during the 
lati negociations. Neither party gained, tho" 
both fuffered, by thofe outrages ; and the duke 
perceiving that no provifion had been made for 
Jiim in any of the late treaties, refohred to pafs 

over 
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over to France, which he did by the affiftance a. d. 1484, 
ofiiis friend John Liddel, the' fon of Sir James J * 
Li'ddel of Halkerton, and met with a reception 
af court fuitable to his birth ; for he lived there ' 
in fplendor to the time of his dieath, which 
happened accidentally by the fpliriters of a fpekr, 
as he was tilting with the duke' of Orleans. 
His reception in France is a proof of the placa- 
bilfty of his brother's temper ; fori am inclined 
to think, that he took refuge in that kingdom 
with the tacit cbiifcnt of James ; and that if the 
latter had been vindictively difpbfcd, Charles, 
the eighth, who fiicceeded his father Lewis the 
ejeventh, would not have ventured to protect^ 
hitn. Charles, upon his father's death, fent The league 
over (as was ufual'with the kings of France on 
their acceffion) ambafladors to Scotland, to re- 
new and ftrengthen the league between the 
two kingdoms. The chief of thefe were Ber- 
nard Stuart, lord d'Aubigni, one of the beft 
generals in France, and Peter Milart, doctor bf 
the laws. Charles employed d'Aubigni on this 
occafion, hot only on account of his great mili- 
tary fame all over Europe, but becaufe (being 
2L Scotchman, or of Scotch' extraclibn) he had 
great intereft with James, whofe frieridfhip was 
of the utmoft confequence to Charles. That 
prince was then meditating his famous expedi- 
tion into Italy, and depended, in a great mea- 
fure, for his fuccefs on the affiftance of the 
Scots. The ancient league was renewed in the 
Vol. IV. C c month 



with Franci 
renewed. 
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A. D. 1484. month of March; and d'Aubigni returned to 
France, attended by a gallant train of Scotch 
volunteers, who afterwards eminently diftin- 
gjuiihed themfehres in the wars of Italy, 
apd many of whofe pofterity ftill exift there ; 
in the rank of nobility. James fent over, to 
France Sir Robert Fleming of Cumbernauld^ 
and John Ireland, ^profeffor of divinity, to re- 
ceive from Charles his oath, and the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty, which, on the ninth of 
J^ly, was fwom to at Paris, with the fame ce- 
remonies, and in. the fame fonn^ which had 
been made ufe of in Scotland. The ratification 
on both fides confirmed all former treaties of 
the fame kind ; and, by way of addition, . de- 
clared the treaty." to be perpetual, indifpen- 
fible, even by the pope, and everlaftingly bind- 
ing upon both kings, their pofterities and peo-. 
pie ; and if (which God forbid) afly contention 
ihould arife about the fucceflion to the crown 
of France, in that cafe, the king of Scotland 
is bound to ftand neuter betw:een the competi- 
tors, till it be determined, by the prelates, 
nobles, and ms^ority of the kingdom of 
France, to which of them the crown does be„- 
long, in the hereditary right of their blood y 
and when the hereditary right is determined 
by the faid prelates and nobles, afting conform- 
ably to the laws, ftatutes, and inviolable cuf- 
torn of the kingdom, to aififi and defend them^ 
and the perfon in whofe favour they have thus 

decided. 
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decided, againft all mortals in general, and the ^•'^' '4^4^ 
king of England in particular." Thofe obliga- 
tions were reciprocal on the part of France. 

In the mean while, James had with great Jamw*^-, 
affiduity applied, by miffives and otherwife, to pariramcm; 
Aichard, who was ftill alive, for the reftitu- 
tion of the caftle of Dunbat, which, as he very 
juftly faid, had been treacheroufly furrendcred 
by his brother to the Ehglifli; and entreating 
him not to put the fubjefts of Scotland to the 
trouble of retaking it by force, which they 
were preparing to do, if his requeft was de- 
hied. Richard, extremely unwilling to difoblige 
James, gave him fair promifes ; but^the latter, 
finding them evafive, called his parliament to- 
gether in February 1485. In his fp6ech at the 1485. 
opening of the affembly, he candidly laid be- 
fore them the ftate pf the natibUj and demanded "- 
their advice. The members approved of all he 
had done with regard to France ; but obferv- 
ing that many of the great lords had neglefted 
to appear, they left their cenfure to the king's 
highnefs, and advifed him by all means to be- 
fiege the caftle of Dunbar, as it might be done 
without breach of the truce. They ordered, 
under fevere penalties, all the military tenants 
fouth of the Forth to repair to that fiege by the 
firft of May following ; and all thofe who lived 
northwards of the fame river to be there by the 
eighteenth of the fame month, every man be-^ 
ing provided with fubfiftence for twenty days. 
Cc2. The 
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rfL.D.1485. Thie ftme. parliamentji which ^feems t^ have 
been compofed of members, well-intejatipned 
for the public good, advifed Jj^ncjs to.punifli 
al,i who ihould be found, upon, inquifitipp, to 
hive been abettors of the tre^foyiaj^le pradlces 
of the late duke of Albany, to deter, others 
from the ^^ like odious, qrimes againft his.ma- 
jefty," for fuch are the words of the aft. This 
addrefs was plainly levelled againft the confe- 
derated lords ; and perhaps, in point of policy, 
it was not, w^U judged, becaufe, as appeared 
afterwards, it ferved only to unite them the 
. clofer, and to y ender them the more refolute in 
their own defence. 
Its pro- -As the late ^ivil broils, had revived that feu- 

cccdingi. J3J fpjjijj ^Q which the bulk. of t|ie Scotch na- 
tion was ftill too inclinable, the fame parlia- 
ment advifed James to call before himfelf and 
his council all the. great lords who had animo- 
fities againft each other, and to fee them re- 
conciled in his own prefence. They advifed 
him to order his juftice- general to aft in the like 
manner, by calling before him the inferior 
gentry who were at variance ampng themfelves, 
' and to reconcile them to each other ;. fo that, 
fays the record, " our fovereign lord's lieges 
may ftand in peace among themielves, and be 
obedient to. our fovereign lord's authority .'• 
The fettling the particulars of ^he duke of 
Rothfay's marriage, having been, as I have re- 
lated, referred to a meeting, at York, the par- 
liament 
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iiament not only apprdved of the match, but ^; ^- '485- 
" voted^ a fubfidy for an K6notrrable embafly, 
confining of fi* peifons, to be fent thither. It 
was to cdriiift of a Bifhcp, ' ah earl, a lord of 
parliament (or what we may call a great ba- 
ron) an honourable and a Wife clerk (by which, 
i fuppofe, is meant a fecretary) a knight, and 
an efquir'e, With fifty-two fervants. The fub- 
fidy for defraying their expences was voted to 
be five hundred pounds Scots ^ ; two hun- 
dred of which were to be advanced by the 
clergy, two hundred by the barons, and one 
hundred by the boroughs. 'Another enibafly 
was voted to be jfeiit to the pope, to dbfain a 
confirmation of the league with France, and 
the agreement with Denmark, concerning, I 
fuppofe, the Orkney iflands, and other matters. 
Schevez, who ftill continued archbifhop of St. 
Andrew's, undertaking to perform this journey 
at his own expences, was highly approved of 
by the affembly ; but they left it in the king's 
breaft to join another with him, if he pleafed, 
in the cbmmiflion. The fame parliament, in 
order to prevent James from abufing his prero- 
gative, obliged him, in a manner, to promife 
that he would not, for two years to come, grant 

• It appears, from the accurate Ruddimairs Differtation, pre- 
fixed to Aaderfon's Seleftus, that there was very little diiFcueiice. 
at this time, between the Scotch and fterling (ilver coin ; and 
that in the beginning of the reign of Edward the third of Eng- 
land, they were the ilime, as to theiiitnnf:c value of each. 

any 
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A. 0.1485. any pardons to notorious offenders, and to call 
- in all Cochran's black money, which was ac- 
cordingly done ; and the people received, in 
lieu of it, good money by the hands of Thomas 
Todd and Alexander Levingfton. 

The proceedings of this parliament, were 
there any farther proofs wanting, confirm what 
i have often repeated, that the members looked 
upon themfelves as the roots of fovcreignty. We 
here find them exercifing the jura majejlatis^ ra- 
tifying treaties, appointing ambaffadors, and ap- 
proving of the marriage of the apparent heir 
of the crown ; not to mention feveral excellent 
a&s they made for bringing out-laws, robbers, 
embezzlers of the king's revenue, and oppref- 
fors of all forts, to public juftice. The exe- 
cutive power, at the fame time, is vefted in 
the king, and the greateft deference paid to 
his perfon and authority ; but proper precau- 
tions are taken to prevent the^bufe of the pre- 
rogative in which the law indulged him. 
Revolution '^^^^^ parliament feems to have been fitting 
in England. ^^ ^^^ ^jjjjg ^jjg grcat Tcvolutiou happened in 
England, by the accefiion of Henry the feventh 
^ to that crown; an event which was by no 
means unfavourable to Scotland. Henry's title 
was too precarious to allow him to quarrel with 
his neighbours; and the Scots, according to 
the vote of their parliament, befieged the caftle 
of Dunbar, which was furrendered upon arti- 
cles. This was fo far from breaking the good 

cor- 
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correfpondencc between the two kingdoms, a. 0.148$. 
that Henry propofed either to prolong the 
truce, or to conclude a perpetual peace with 
Scotland. It appears that, notwithftanding the 
propofed marriage of the duke of Rothfay, 
which was now at an end, and the profeffed 
friendihip between James and the late Richard, 
the Scots did not oppofe Henry's invafion of 
England, This may be eafily accounted for, bc- 
caufe it was forwarded by the French court ; 
and we are told that d'Aubigni, at the head of 
a Scotch battalion, was highly inftrumental in ' 
gaining the battle of Bofworth. To complete, 
the good underftanding between the two na- 
tions, Henry, ^n i486, appointed the bifhops i486, 
of Worcefter and Lincoln, the prior of St John 
of Jerufalem, Sir John Denham, John Lovel, 
and Dr. Ainfworth; to treat with the Scotch* 
commiflioners, who were, William Elphinflon, 
biihop of Aberdeen, John Ramfay of Balmain 
(who had been made a lord of parliament by 
the title of lord Bothwel) John lord Kennedy, 
and John Rofs of Montgrenan. On the third 
of July^ thofe commiffioners agreed to a ceffa- 
tiori of arms for three years; and the allies 
comprehended in the fame for the Scots were, 
the kings of France, Denmark, and Spain, 
Maximilian king of the Romans, with the dukes 
o( Auftria and Brittany. 

No king, feemingly, could be in a more de- Beginning 
fireable lituation than James was at this time, biesof '° 
. . •- He ^•""- 
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AD. i486. He was upon excellein(;,terins with his parfi?* 
ment, and beloved by his clergy. He endeared , 
himfelfto his people by the regularity . of , his , 
deyotions, and by his ritjing in.publicj^ every ^ 
day, from the abbey of Ho^yrood-houfe tofoiiae , 
of the. churches of EdinJ)u^gh.. To prove ^^th^ ^ 
this behaviour was more thaw . an outward j 
Ihew, he applied, himfelf-ftrjcUy to thp admi-f, 
niftratian . 0|f juftice.; h? fp^nt, feverali hours 
every day with, his council,, a^^ he. puni(hed 
all Offenders. w:ho*werc within^tji^^j^^ch of pub-- 
licjpftice. Thofe; who ^yer/5 n^ofc^ we^e nu^m^g- 
TQus and ppxyerful; and. it fqioi^ app^arf d> that 
though the perfop of the. earl of I^ouglas was 
immured in a ippi^aflpry, his fpirit was operant v 
ing mor^ ftrong^ythfih ever. The earl of Ah;- 
gus was, 9i^p of the wardens of the Scotch 
marches ; * and^ he linked himfelf with the Humes 
ai^d^Hepburns uppp tlf^ bp^ders, y^ho \yejrc^ 
particularly difaffected to James, for a rearfon 
which I fliall ipoijL e;xplaiiu When any of the 
faftion canxe to fojurt, th9y yf^re attended wi,th 
a military fo^ccj^fo that it wx)ul,d have beeu 
dangerous to ha,v9 brought tl^e;^ to juJ^icej 
^nd pn all occafions^ they infulted t^^e civi} ipa- 
giftrate. Perhaps James wapted refolut|on to 
take proper meafures for fuppreffij^g thofe in- 
fults; and perhj^ps tl^p coi^nfellors, by whom 
he was chiefly diredled, either were fecretly 
inclined to. the malecoutents, or advifed him 
to moderate mjeafures. All tl^e excellcpt regu- 
lations 
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lations laid down by the late parliament being a,d. 1487, 
found ineffedual, and the public diftra£tions 
every day encreafing, through the licentioiiC- 
nefs of fadions^ James called a new parliament, 
which met 6n the firft of Oftober 1487. 

In this parliament, which, to ufe the words of ^^^^ '" 
the record, " was called in favour of the king's 
poor lieges,** James promifed to give no pardon 
or remiffion, during the fpace of full feven 
years, to any who fhould be found guilty of 
tteafon, murder, burning, raviflung of wo- 
men, robbing, thieving, or coining of falfe 
money. Notwithftanding the melancholy fate 
of this prince, it is certain he pafied more ads 
for the benefit and tranquillity of his people, 
than ever had been enafted under any of hia 
predeceffors. The truth is, whatever |iis forr 
mer demerits might have been as a king, he 
feems now to have been thoroughly reformed. 
In opening the parliament, he expreffed his 
refolution of being governed by its advice; 
and never did any fettof men labour more faith- 
fully, than its members did, for the good of their 
fellow-fubjeds. Criminal caufes were now fo 
multiplied, and the offenders were fo daring, 
that one juftice-general was not found fu£Bicient 
to keep the peace of the public ; and therefore 
two were appointed for the fouth, and as many 
for the north of the Forth. They were to be 
wife and equitable perfonages, and to be en- 
abled by the civil power, aijid what affiftance 

Vol. IV. Dd the 



202 T M E H I S T O R Y 

A. D. 1487. the king could give them, to refcue his authb- 
^ rity from contempt, and to hold courts thro' 
every part of the realm with expedition. To 
r^prefs the daring infults which had been lately 
offered to the civil magiftrates, by offenders 
who appeared in the courts of juftice, and who 
refcued the criminals if the judge had the cou- 
rage to condemn them, the three ellates came 
Farthci to the following rrfolution ; " Becaufe (fays 
fiT^arni-*' the record) our fovereign lord has fo gracioufly 
°**°^' applied himfelf to the coxmcil of his three 
eftatcs in all things concerning them^ and fo 
bountifully granted to them all the deiires and 
requefts which they have made to his majefty, 
they, the lords fpiritual and temporal, barons, ! 
freeholders, and others, have frankly promifed 
and fworn, that in time to come they ihaU not 
maintain, fortify, fupply, defend, nor be ad- 
vocates for, nor Hand at the bar with traitors, 
thieves, &c. but fiiall, with all their power and 
knowledge, give council, help, fiipply^ favour, 
and afliftance, towards bringing offenders of 
all forts to fuffer according to their demerits/' 
Lords of regalities, and all others, whether fpi- 
foi.75, ' ritual or temporal, poffeffed oiF jurifdidion of 
courts, were neither to commute for fines, 
nor to pafs over for favour, thofe enormities, 
on pain of being punilhed according to former 
ftatutes." 
ibid,c. 120. An addition was alfo made to the fomaer a£fa 
with regard to murderers who fled j the iheriff 

or 
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or his deputy being ordered to fearch for them a.d.i487» 
fiift at their reputed dwelling-houfes ; where, 
if they were not caught, their goods being ar-> 
(efted, they were by open proclamation, at the 
county- town of the ihire, to charge them within 
fix days to appear before them, and to find bail 
for their landing their trial, on pain of being 
denounced rebels. 

It had frequently happened, that though the 
officers of the law (crownars as they are called 
in the records) had apprehended capital of- 
fenders, yet they, not being able to find bail, 
had efcaped for want of caftles where to con- 
fine them till the juftice fate : the ftates ordained. 
That henceforth they fliould carry their pri- 
foriers to the fheriff, who was commanded' to 
receive, guard, and bring them to the bar, the 
king (if the delinquents had not wherewithal 
to maintain themfelves) allowing the flieriflF f.*',^.^^'' 
three-pence per day for each prifoner. 

Notwithftanding the acks formerly made, re- 
gulating the number of attendants, and the 
arms el thofe \yho came to courts of juftice, yet 
in the latter times of anarchy both had been 
fcandaloufly neglefted: they therefore were 
re-confirmed, with this additional claufe. That 
as foon as th6 fheriff had intelligence of any af- 
fembling of armed people, he fliould forthwith 
charge them to difperfe their followers, and 
come to court in a pacific manner. This if 
they refufed, the court being fufpendcd for the 
D d 2 day. 
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BuJkAfl' day, and the IheriflF complaining to the 

foi. 6. ' J5;ing the delinquents, upon convifdon, were 

* ' ^' to be impriiToned forgone year, and obliged to 

pay the damages fuftained by the delay of 

juftice* ' 

By former ftatutes it had been ordained. 
That all caufes fliould firft be profecuted before 
the ordinary judges, and not brought at the firft 
inftance before the king in council ; but from 
this, actions properly appertaining to his ma- 
jefty, and thofe of the churchmen, widows, or- 
phans, minors, and foreigners, were now ex- 
empted, the fame privilege was granted to 
plaintiffs, where the ordinary was the defendant, 
IVid,c.i24* or where he had either partially or through 
ignorance paffed fentence. 

I have been the more particular in laying be- 
fore the reader the fubftance of thofe afts of 
parliament, not only that he may form a juft 
idea of the licentioufnefs of the times, but of 
the grounds on which the king proceeded, and 
. by which he was juftified. Thofe meafures 
being taken for the internal regulation of Scot-, 
land, her commercial interefts came next under 
deliberation; and among other ftatutes, one 
. paffed. That none be permitted to fail for Flan- ' 
ders, Holland, and Zealand, but men of cha- 
racter and burgeffes; and all tradefmen who 
commenced merchants were required to forego 
their former crafts. The falmon and herring 
fifliing were next put under proper regulations ; 

* and 
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ami the boroughs defired that an embaffy fliould ^-^^ «487- 
be fent to the king of the Romans, not to re- 
new the letters of piarque which he had for- 
merly granted againft the Scots, but had fuf- 
pended them for a time, which was aimoft 
expired. They recommended Stephen Lock- 
hart, Robert Mercer, or James Ballock, bur- 
gefies, to be the ambafladors, and Mr. Ricliard 
Lawfon to be their clerk or fecretary. In tht 
fame parliament, the burghs were permitted to 
fend yearly reprefentatives to Innerkeithing, 
thereto treat upon whatever might benefit 
commerce, conduce to their good government 
and intereft, and remove the injuries they 
might fuftain. Thofe burghs which did not 
fend thither their commiifioners the day after 
the feftival of St James, were to be fined. Thus 
we fee that the inftitution of the convention of 
the Scotch burghs, which continues to this day, 
took its^ rife in this reign. From thofe afts, 
. and a variety of other evidences, it appears, that 
the commerce of Scotland, at this time, was in 
a very refpcftable condition all over Europe. 

When the proceedings of this parliament are 
confidered, they fully refute the afperfions thrown 
by Boece and Buchanan, and even by later wri- 
ters, upon the memory of this unfortunate prince. 
Before the aflembly was diffolved, they made 
him a compliment which afterwards proved a 
main inftrument of his ruin. . I have already 
mentioned that James was a great patron of 

archi- 
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A.D.14S7. architc<fturc. Pleafed with the fituation of 
Stirling-caftle^ he refolved to give it all the 
embellifhments which that art could befiow; 
and about this time he made it the chief place 
of his refidence. He raifed within it a hall» 
which at that time was deemed to be a noble 
firuAurey and a college, which he called the 
Chapcl-Royil. This college was endowed with 
an archdean, who was a bifhop, a fub-dean, a 
trcafurer, a chanter and fub-chanter, with a 
double fett of other officers, ufually belonging 
to fuch inftitutions ^. The expenses necefifary 
for maintaining this were confiderable ; and. 
the king had refolved to affign the revenues of 
the rich priory of Coldingham for that purpofe. 
This priory had been generally held by one of 
the name of Hume ; and that family, through 
length of time, confidered it as belonging to 
them, and therefore ftrongly oppofed the king's 
cofifcc^eracy infcentiou. The difpute feems to have lafted 

of the *^ 

Scotch lords fome years; for the former parliament had 

j»mt%, paffed a vote, annexing the priory to the king's 

chapel-royal ; and the prefent parliament had 

paffed a ftatute, ftricUy prohibiting all perfons„ 

• " Alfo he made, into the chapel-royal, all kind of ofBce-men, 
to wit, the bifliop of Galloway, dean, and the archdean, and the 
trcafurer and fub-dean, chanter and fub-chanter, with all ki^d 
of other offices pertaining to a college ; and alfo doubled them, 
to that efFeft, that they (hould eyer be ready, the one half to 
pafs with him,3vherever he pleafed, that they might fmg and 
play to him,,SLnd hold him merry ; and the other half ftould, re- 
main at home in. the faid chapel, for. to fing and pray 6)r him 
and his fucceflbfs*^ Lindfay. 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual and temporal, to attempt any thing, a,d,i|87« 
dire£Uy or indirecty, contrary or prejudicial to 
the faid union and annexation. From this fia- 
tute we may conclude, that the king had met 
vrith fome oppofition on the part of the pope, 
efpecially as -we perceive that one of the in- 
firu6tiions of the archbilhop of St. Andrew's, in 
his embafly to Rome, was to obtain a confirma- 
tion of the king's grant from his holinefs. The 
Humes rcfented their being ftripped of fo gain- 
ful a revenue, the lofs of which affefted moft 
of the gentlemen of that name ; and they united 
tbemfelves with the Hepburns, another power- 
ful clan in that neighbourhood, under the lord 
Hales. An aflbciation was foon drawn up, by 
which both families engaged to ftand by each 
other, and not fuffer any prior to be received 
for Coldingham, if he was not of one of their 
liirnames. That this aflbciation was treafon- 
able,. appears upon its face; but their oppofition 
would not have availed, had not other noble- 
men, the earl of Angus particularly, been dil^ 
contented with the king. 

It is no bold conjefture to fay, that their 
conduct was influenced by the example of the 
Engliih, and the revolutions of government 
which had happened, even in their own times, 
in that kingdom. The lords Gray and Drum- 
mond foon joined the affociation, as did many 
other noblemen and gentlemen, who had their 
particular caufes of difcontent Their agents 

gave 
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A^anS/. gave out, that the king was grafping at atbi* 
trary power ; that he had acquired his popu-» 
larity by deep hypocrify ; and that he was re- 
folved to be fignally revenged upon all who 
had any hand in the executions at Lawden 
The earl of Angus, who Was the foul of the- 
confederacy, advifed the confpirators to apply 
to the old earl of Douglas to head them ; but 
that qobleman was now dead to all ambition, 
and, inftead of encouraging the confpirators, 
he pathetically exhorted them to break off all 
their rebellious connedions, and return to their 
duty, exprefiing the moft fincere contrition 
for his own paft condud. Finding he could 
not prevail with them, he wrote to all the nu- 
merous friends and defcendants of his family, 
and particularly to Douglas of Cavers, Iheriff 
of Teviotdale, diifuading them from entering 
into the confpiracy ; and fome of his original 
letters to that effed are faid to be itill extant 
That great man furvived this application but a 
fiiort time, for he died without iffue at Lin-, 
dores, on the fifteenth of April 1488 ; and in 
him ended the firft brauch of that noble and il- 
luftrious houfe* He was remarkable for beings 
the mofi learned of all the Scotch nobUity, and. 
for the comelinefs of his perfon. 

who is James appears to have been no ftranger to 

the proceedings of the confpirators ; bi^t, tho' 
he dreaded them, he depended upon the pro- 
tection of the law, as they did upon his pufil-, 

lanimity; 



iriaikated. 
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bnknitf; ivhklitvas the more remarkable, as A.D.i4i7* 
hede&ended from; a race of Iieroes, being the 
firft of his family who had been branded with 
that weakne& } and I think his condud, at thi» 
time, proves the charge. Inftead of vigoroufly 
fiipporting the execution of ifyt laws in his owa 
perfon, he flint himfelf up in hid beloved caftlc 
of Stirling, and rasfed a body-guard, the com* 
mand of which he gave to the lord Bothwel, 
the mafter of his houfiiold, the iame whom he 
had faved at Lawder-bridge. He likewife iffued 
a proch>niati(», fcurbidding any perfon in arms 
to iapproach the court; and Bothwel had a 
warrant to fee thtf fame put into execution ^. 
Though the king^ proceedings in all this were 

• A late reverend author^ m hi« Hiiftory of Scotland, re* 
prefents this body-guatd; which he calls a ftanding-guard, as a 
thing unknown under the feudal governments. The feuded 
government was the greateft grievance that Scotland at this time 
AifFered } and the legilhiture, during this and the two latereigns, 
bad done dl they ooukl to remove it i and feveral of thia lung*^ 
predecaflbrs^ James the Brfk in particular, had entertained 
ftanding-guards to aid the civil government in the execution of 
juftice. ** And (continuBs the hme reverend author) as if thi* 
precaution had not been fu£&Qiemt» a proclamation was ttthsX 
forbidding any perfon to appear in arms within the preciiid^s of 
tfie conrts i which, at a time when no man of rank left his own 
houie without a numerous retinue of armed followers, was, ix^ 
effe6t, debairing the nobles from all accefs to the king.** Had 
this writer confulted the afts of parliament againft the military 
- appearances of the fubjefts in time of peace, efpccially in ap« 
proaching the court, he certainly would have altered bis opinion. 
Sut that the prodamation complained &f meant only that no 
fobiefb Oiottld approach the oourt in a military, menacing, man* 
ner, though they might do it with their ordinary attendance aiid 
arms, appears from the numerous reibrt of Jameses faithful fub* 
je£ls tahis perfon^ when tbey perceived him to be in danger. 

, Vox-. IV. E e per- 
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A.D. i4«7. perfeftly agreeable to law, yet they were given 
out by his enemies as fo many indications of 
his averfion to the nobility, and ferved only 
to induce them to parade, armed, about the coun- 
try in more numerous bodies. As to the charge 

ftokeitfon. brought by a reverend author, that James was 
at this time funk in indolence or fuperftition, 
or attentive only to amufements ; very poffibly 
part of it may be true, becaufe, as we have 
feen, he had his favourite lludies, as well as a 
favourite minifter in the perfon of Bothwel; 
but, if I miftake not, there is not a fingle fad 
alledged againft him, at this time, to prove 
that he was guUty of injuftic^, violence, cruelty, 
or a breach of the laws. In Ihort, the conQ)iV 
racy formed againft him was the moft unpro- 
voked that the hiftory of any country can pro- 
duce. 

prAi neio. James had other dependencies than the laws 

with* eji|. of Scotland for proteftion. He was the matter 
of his own feas, and the mouths of his rivers, 
by his navy, which was commanded by An- 
drew Wood. He had been fo frugal in his 
revenues (though he is accufed of profufion to 
his favourites) that he had amafled a large trea--^ 
fure. His forts were ftrong, well fuppUed and 
well garrifohed. He was upon a good footing 
with the princes of the continent; and, above all, 
he found his neighbour, king Henry of England, 
difpofed to enter with him into the moft inti- 
mate conncdions. As a proof of this, when 

Henry 
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Henry came this year in a progrcfs to Ncwcaf^ A.D.t4S;« 
tie upon Tyne, he propofed putting the laft 
hand to the many fecret negociations that had 
been entered into between him and James. He 
accordingly fent a herald/ called Carlifle^ to 
Edinburgh as his commiflary, who met with 
Sawdoun, herald^ who aded as commiilioner 
for Jamesy whofe excellent wife, Margaret of 
Denmark^ was now dead. The indenture 
which was figned between thofe commiffioners 
fully proves the ignorance of old hiftorians 
with regard to the reign of James, and that he 
knew how to plan a negociation of the utdioft 
importance with difpatch and fecrecy. The in- 
' denture narrated, " That Richard bifliop of 
Exeter, and Sir Richard Eggecomb, comp- 
troller of the houfhold to the king of England, 
being lately direfted to the king of Scotland, 
had agreed with William bifliop of Aberdeen, 
and John lord Bothwel, his commiffioners, that 
for confirmation of the truce, and in order to 
a lading peace, there flipuld be a treaty of mar* 
riage fet on foot between the high and mighty 
prince James marquis of Ormond, earl of Rofs, 
and lord of Brechin, king James's fecond fon, 
and a right noble lady, Catharine, the third 
daughter of Edward the fourth, late king of 
England, and fitter to princefs Elizabeth, now 
queen of England. As alfo, that for the future 
encreafe of love and amity between the two 
nations, another treaty of marriage ihould be 

Ee2 fet 
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A.^(iirt7^ fit on foot between thfc fidld Jtme$ Jdng txf 
Scots and queen Elizsabeth^ hte vife to tiK (aid 
king £dward the fourtli. As life, that t&ere 
&ould be a tireaty fet 00 foot towwds z thkd 
marriage between James piince of Scatiandp 
duke of Rothiky, earl of Cznic, &c. and an- 
other of the daughters of the iaid king Edward 
the fourth. That in order to the£e^treaties» 
and for ending all contron^rAes concerning the 
town of Berwic, which the king of Scots fo 
much defired to be re-poflefibd of» there ihould 
be a congrefs held at Edinbui^h on the twentyf 
fourth of January next, another in May, and, 
lafily, an interview between the two kings iom^ 
time in July." 
Hoftiiities The match of James with Elizabeth queen- 
b's^urnd. dowager of England, v«ry probably was planned 
by Henry, who was by no means fond of her 
company ; but the other cooneftions entered 
into by James with Henry alarmed the oon^^ 
fpirators, who refolved to ftrike the great 
Uaw before James could avail himfelf of an al- 
liance that feemed to place him above all oppor 
^tion, either abroad or at home. The acquiii^ 
tion of Berwic to the crown of Scotland, which 
was looked upon to be as good as concluded; 
the marriage of the duke of Rothiay with the 
daughter of the dowager, and fiAer to the con- 
fort, queen of England; and, above all, the 
Aiicl: harmony which reigned between James 
and , the ilates of hia kingdomg rendered the 

confpi- 
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CotitpkdMf^s: in a manner dei^ratc. Befides, ^^-^p, 
tihe carl of Angufi the leirfe of Argyk and Lc, 
nox fayoturcd tb^ coofpirators ; for when the 
Vfhdlc o£ ;|Amc$'s convention with England i$ 
coniidered, and compared with after-events^ 
nothing can 1^ more plain, than that the foe- 
ccft of the con^piraiois was owing to his Eng- 
Uih cdfintAtons^; afid that they made ufc of 
tib^m to affirm that Scotland was foon to bcr 
come a prdvince of England, and that Jamef 
iiiti:nded to govern his fubjeds by an EngUfli 
force. Thofe fpecions allegations did the con« 
^^ators great fervice, and inclined many, even 
of the moderate party^ to their caufc. They 
fioon took the field, appointed their rendez- 
voufcs, andall the fonth of Scotland was in 
arms, James continued to rely upon the aur 
thority of his parliament, and fummoned, i^ 
the terms, of law„ the infurgents to anfwer at 
the proper tribunals for their repeated breaches 
of the peace. The confpirators, far from pay- 
ing any cegard to his citations, tore them in 
pieces, buflGflted, and otherwife mal-treated, the 
mefiiengeis, and, in fad, fet the laws of their 
<x)iintry at open defiance. Even north of the 
Fortfa^ the heads of the houfes of Gray and 
Drummond fprcad the fpirit of difaffedipn 
through the populous counties of Fife and An- 
gus ; but the counties north of the Grampians 
continued firm in their duty. James took all 
^e precautions that could be devifed for crufh- 

ing 
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A.D.t^%7. ing the confpirators. He fortified his cajftles 
I of Edinburgh and Stirling, the two firongeil 
places in his kingdom, and ftored them with 
every thing proper for making a loftg and a vi • 
gorous defence. 
Theaukr '^^^ ^^^ ^^ Rothfay was then a promifing 
wTthe^ y^^*^ about fifteen years of age ; and the fub* 
jedting the kingdom of Scodand to that of 
England being the chief, if not the only, caufe 
urged by the rebels for their appearing in arms, 
they naturally threw their eyes upon that prince, 
as his appearance at their head would give 
firength and fanftion to their caufe ; and in this 
they were not deceived. James, in the mean 
time, finding the inhabitants of the fouthem 
provinces were either engagdd in the rebellion, 
or at beft obferved a cold neutrality, embarked 
on board one of Wood's ihips, which was then 
lying in the Frith of Forth, and paffed to the 
north of that river, not finding it fafe to go by 
land to Stirling. Arriving at the cafile, he 
gave orders that the duke of Rothfay (as fore- 
feeing what afterwards happened) Ihould be 
put into the care of one Schaw of Sauchie, 
whom he had made its governor, charging him 
not to fuffer the prince, upon any account, to 
depart out of the fort. The rebels giving out, 
that James had fled to Flanders, plundered his 
equipages and baggages before they pafled the 
Forth; and they there found a large fum of 
money, which proved to be of the utmoft con- 

. fequence 



OF SCOTLA N D. 215 

fequence to their affairs; They then furprifed A.o.i4Sy« 
the caftle of Dunbar^ and plundered thehoufes 
of every man to the fouth of the Forth whom 
they fufpeded to be a royalift. 

James' was all this time making a progre&y 
and holding courts of jufUce, in the North, 
where the great families were entirely de- 
voted to his fervice, particularly the earls of 
Huntley, Errol, and Marihal. Every day 
brought him freih alarms from the South, which 
left him no farther room either for delay or 
deliberation. The confpirators, notwithftand- 
ing the promifing appearance of their affairs, 
found that, in a Ihort time, their caufe muft 
languifh, and their numbers dwindle, unlefs 
they were furniihed with frefh pretexts, and 
headed by a perfon of the greateft authority. 
While they were deliberating who that perfon 
ihould be, the earl of Angus boldly proposed 
the duke of Rothfay ; and an immediate ap« 
plication was made to Schaw, who fecretly fa- 
voured their caufe, and was prevailed upon, 
by a confiderable fum of money, to put the 
prince into their hands, and to declare for the 
rebels* This tranfaidtion was fo fecret, that fe- 
veral days paft before the king heard that the 
rebellion was headed by his eldeft fon. To give 
this infamous proceeding the better colour, 
the mofi exceptionable paffages of James's paft 
life were ripped open ; and it was infinuated, 
that the tyrant who had murdered one of his 
. . brothers. 
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A. D. ufij. brothers^ and doomed the other to death, wcmlcf 

BQt fpare his eldeft fon, if be ihould conceive z 

prejudice againft him ; and that the confplratorf 

were only guarding him from meeting Mrith 

deftru^on at the hands of his^ father. 

James af. Jamcs having ordered alt the force in the 

^bj« hit jj^^jj ^^ affemble, hurried to Pertli (then called 

St. John's Town) where he appointed the ren* 

dezvons of his army, which anuMinted to thirty 

thoufand men. Among the other noblemen 

who attended him, was the famous lord David 

lindfay of the Byres (an officer of great cou- 

lage and experience, having long ferved in fo^ 

reign countries) who headed three thoufand 

foot, and a thoufand horfe, moftly railed in 

Fifefhire. Upon his approaching the king's 

perfon, he prefented him with a horfe of re* 

markable i^irit and beauty, and informed his 

majefiy, that he might truft his life to his agility 

and fure-footednefs. The lord Ruthven^ who 

was flieriffof Strathem, and anceftor (if I mif- 

take not) to the unfortunate earh of Gowry, 

joined James at the head of three thoufiind 

well-armed men. The whole army being af- 

Re IS bc< fembled, James proceeded to Stirling ; hut he 

thVgovtr- was aftonifhed when he was not only denied 

STritng- entrance into the caftle, but faw the guns points 

°^**' cd againft his perfon, and underftood, for the 

firft time, that his fonwas at the head of the 

rebels. Schaw pretended that the duke of 

Rothfay had ^ been carried off againft has will; 

but 
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l)Ut the king's anfwer was, " Fye, traitor, thou ^'^' '*''* 
haft deceived me ; and, if I live, I fliaH be re- 
venged on thee, and thou fhalt be rewarded 
as thou haft ferved/' James lay that night ia 
the town of Stirling, where he was joined by 
all his army ; and underftanding that the rebels 
were advancing, he formed his line of battle. 
The earl of Athol his uncle, who was trufted 
by both parties, propofed an accommodation, 
which was accordingly eflFefted, if we are to be- 
lieve Abercromby and pther hiftorians ; but we 
know not the terms, for none are mentioned 
on either fidfe. James is faid to have failed on 
his part ; but had there been any grounds for 
fuch a charge againft him, there can be fcarcely 
a doubt that the rebels, would have publifhed 
them. That a treaty was entered -into is paft 
difpute ; and that the earl of Athol furrendered 
himfelf as an hoftage into the hands of the re- 
bels. It is true, that the infamous a<9: of par- * 
liament which was afterwards paffed, entitled. 
The Propofxtion of the Debate of the Field of 
Striveling, does mention " certane articlis fub- 
fcribit with the faid unquhilek (that is de- 
ceafed) James's hand,'* that were exhibited by 
the lord Glamis ; but it is extremely remark- 
able, that thofe articles are not fpecified, and 
that there is no other allegation againft James, 
than that he brought Engliflimen into Scotland, 
which does not appear to be faft. 

Vol. IV. Ff That 
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A.D.14S7. . That the moft loyal of the Scotch nobility, 
particularly the carls of Huntley, Enrol, and 
MarihaU and the lord Glamis, diiUked the 
connections of James with England, I can 
readily admit ; and that they joined with the 
rebels in endeavouring to break them off, is 
more^than probable* I have likewife reafon 
to believe, that the above-mentioned noblemen 
returned homewards after the conclufion of 
this accommodation ; but that they did not 
think James was guilty of any breach of faith in 
not performing it, is plain by their afterwards 
joining his caufe. The memory of James is 
unfortunate. The hiilorians of the times could 
not juftify his condud;, without condemning 
that of his fon ; but I have no difficulty in pro- 
nouncing, that with all the advantages the 
rebels had on their fide, they could not bring 
one fpecific charge againft him, but had recourfe 
to vague, general, allegations, which may be 
urged equally againft the beft, as the worft, 
prince. James was fenfible of the advantage 
which public clamour gave to his enemies; 
and he applied to the kings of France and Eng- 
land, and the pope, for their interpofition» 
His holinefs named Adrian, de Cafiello for his 
nuncio on that occafion; and the two kings 
threatened to raife troops, for the fervicc of 
James, He, by a fatality not uncommon to 
weak princes, left the ftrong caftle of Edin- 
burgh, 
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burgh, wh^re he might hsive been in fafety A^p.i4«y. 
till his friends, who had difperfed themfelves 
upon the faith of the late negociation, could 
be re-afiembled; and croffing the Forth, he 
inade another attempt to be admitted into the 
caftle of Stirling, but was difappoint^d, and 
informed that the rebels were at Torwood in 
the neighbourhood, and ready to give him bat- 
tle. He was in pofleffion of the caftle of Black- 
nefs; his admiral. Wood, commanded the Forth, 
and his loyal fubjects in the North were upon their 
march to join him. Hawthomden fays, that the 
rebels had made a fliew of difmiffing their troops, 
that they might draw James into the field ; and 
that while he remained at Blacknefs, he was 
Attended by the earls of Montrofe, Glencaim, 
and the lords Maxwel and Ruthven, To give 
his northern troops time to join him, he pro- 
pofed a negociation ; but that was foon at an 
end, upon the rebels peremptorily requiring 
him to refign his crown to his fon, that is, to 
themfelves. 

The rebels had been inured to war. They defeated la 
confiiled chiefly of borderers, well armed and *" ** 
difciplined, in which they had the advantage 
of the king's Lowland fubjeds, who had not 
been accuftomed to arms. What the numbers 
on both fides were, does not clearly appear ; 
but I am inclined to believe, that James was 
fuperior in ftrength to the rebels. They were 
(hen at Falkirk; but they foon paffed the Car^ 

F f 2 ron, 
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JIUD.X487. ton, and encamped above the bridge near Tor- 
wood, and made fuch difpofitions as rendered 
a battle unavoidable, unlefs James would have 
abandoned his army, and gone on board Wood's 
Ihips ; but he did not know himfelf, and re* 
folved on a battle. He was encamped at a fmall 
brook, ^ named Sauchie-Burn, near the fame 
fpot of ground where the great Bruce had de- 
feated the Englifli under Edward the fecond. 
The earl of Menteith, the lords Arelkine, Gra- 
ham, Ruthven, and Maxwel, commanded the 
firft line of the king's army. The fecond was 
commanded by the earl of Glencairn, who was 
at the head of the Weftland and Highland men. 
The earl of Crawford, with the lord Boyd and 
Lindfay of Byres, commanded the rear, wherc-^ 
in the king's main flrength coniifted, and 
where he himfelf appeared in perfon, completely 
armed, and mounted upon the fine horfe which 
had bepn prefented to him by Lindfay. 
ifidmar. The firft line of the royalifts obliged that of 
•'•^* the rebels to give way ; but the latter being 
fupported by the Anandale men and borderers, 
the firft and fecond lines of the king's army 
were beat back to the third. The little courage 
James poffeffed had forfaken him at the firft 
onfet; and he had put fpurs to his horfe, in- 
tending to gain the banks of the Forth, and 
to go on board one of Wood's fliips. In paf- 
fing through the village of Bannockburn, a 
womiaii who was filling her pitcher at the brook^ 

frightened 
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frightened at the fight of a man in armoiir a. 0,1487. 
galloping JfuU fpeed, left it behind her ; and the 
horfe taking fright, the king was thrown to 
the groupd, and carried, bruifed and maimed, 
by a miliar and his wife into their hoveh He 
immediately caUed for a prieft to make his con* 
feffion ; . and the rufiics demanding his name 
and rank, •* I was (faid he incautioufly) your 
king this morning." The woman, overcome 
-with aftonifhment, dapped her hands, and run* 
ning to the door, called for a prieft to confefi 
the king. ** I am a prieft (faid one paffing by) 
lead me to his majefty." Being introduced 
into the hovel, he faw the king covered with 
a coarfe cloth ; and kneeling by him, he alked 
James whether he thought he could recover, if 
properly attended by phyficians? James an- 
fwering in the affirmative, the villain pulled 
out a dagger and ftabbed him to the heart. 
Such is the dark account I am able to give of 
this prince's unhappy end. The name of the 
perfon who murdered him is faid to have been 
Sir Andrew Borthwic, a prieft, one of the pope's 
knights. Some pretend that the lord Gray, 
and others that Robert Stirling of Keir, Mras 
the regicide ; and even Buchanan (the tenor of 
whofehiftory is a juftification of his murder) 
is uncertain ad to the name of the perfon who 
gave him the fatal blow. But we are now to 
return to the battle, which was fought on the 
eleventh of June. 

. I am 
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. A. D. 1487. I am inclined to think that the rpyalifts loft 
it through the cowardice of James. Even after 
his flight his troops fought bravely ; but they 
were damped on receiving the certainty of his 
death* The prince, young as he was, had an 
idea of the unnatural part he was afting; and 
before the battle he had given a firid charge 
for the fafety of his father's perfon. Upon 
hearing that he had retired from the field, he 
fent orders that none ih'ould purfue him; but 
they were ineffedfaial, the rebels being fenfible 
that they could have no fafety but in the king's 
death. When that was certified, hoftilities 
feemed to ceafe ; rior were the royalifts purfued. 
The number of flain on both fides is uncertain ; 
but it muft have been confiderable, as the earl 
of Glencairn, the lords Sempil, Erikine, and 
Ruthven, and other gentlemen of great emi* 
nence, ate mentioned. Some mention his fa- 
vourite, John Ramfay lord Bothwel, as being 
killed at the fame time ; but that is a miftak^ ^. 
As to the duke of Rothfay, who was now king, 
he appeared inconfolable when he heard of his 
father's death ; but the rebels endeavoured to 
efl^ce his grief, by the profufion of honours 
they paid him when he was recognized as king. 
HJscht- James the third was no more than thirty-five 

^^"* years of age^ at the time of his death, but he 

• It may not be in^pertinent here to obferve, that this noble- 
' man^s title and eftate were forfeited in the next reign, when the 
rebels had the direftion ; and that he never was reftored to the 
former> though he was to the latter. 

was 
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was in the twenty-ninth year of his reign, a. d. 1487. 
That he was an unhappy, credulous prince, can 
no more be difputed, than that the fadion who 
oppofedand brought him to his grave was im- 
pious and bold. James had the good fortune 
to reign over the freeft people then in the world, 
and in a country where the principles of civil 
liberty were the beft underftood. It was owing 
to the checks which the conftitution of Scot- 
land impofed upon the regal power, that he at 
lafl became an excellent prince. There was 
indeed little merit in his reformation, but it 
proved him to be advifeable; and the rebels 
certainly firuck the daring blow againft him 
at the very time when they had the greateft 
reafon to have with-held it. That James was re- 
clufe and difficult of accefs, is admitted by wri- 
ters the moft favourable to his memory ; while 
thofe who are the moft prepofleffed againft him 
acknowledge his encouragement of the arts, 
and that he filled his kingdom with noble edi- 
fices. His natural referve is a reafon why liifto- 
nans ought not to have pronounced fo freely, 
as they have done, upon his chara<Eler. It would 
be difficult to clear his memory fro^l the im- 
putation of fuperftition, to which, I am of 
opinion, he owed all his misfortunes ; but it 
was the fault of the age. One of the impoftors 
he confulted told him, that he was to be de- 
ftroyed by the neareft of his kin ; and if James 

was 
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A. D. 1487. was guilty of murdering one of his brothers, 
and profcribing another, it was owing to that 

and pro- prcdiclion. 

*•"'• Notwithftanding all the failings in his cha- 

rafter, he fupported the dignity of his crown 
equal to any of his predeceffors. His difcharg- 
ing the Annual of Norway, his re-annexing the 
iflands of Orkney and Shetland to his king-- 
dom, the high fpirit with which he behaved 
to Edward the fourth, Richard the third, and 
Henry the feventh, rcfleft the grea^teft honour 
on his memory. The recovery of the town of 
Berwic to his crown was as glorious to his. 
feign, as the Joiing it was infamous tp his bro- 
ther and his rebels ; and no king of Scotland 
ever appeared with greater luftre than James 
the third in the eyes of foreign powers. His 
iffue was James, who fucceeded him, Alexan- 
' derduke of Ilofs, earl of Ormond, and John 
earl of Mar. 

As to the perfon of James, they whb faw him 
iay that he was the handfomeft prince of. his 
age. In his temper he undoubtedly was pla- 
cable, witnefs his behaviour to the earls of 
Douglas and Rofs, the lords Boyd, Crichton, 
and others. He is faid to have borne three 
<Ievices» The firft was a hen covering her 
young ones, with the motto, Non dormit qui 
cujiodit. The fecond was two rocks in the midft 
of a tempeftuous fea ; and the third, alluding 

to 
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to 4dis ion's takimg anas agamfl him^ was a a.d.i4^7« 
large growing vine-tree watered with wine, 
which) inftead ofcaufing it to fprout and gi'ow, 
makes it fade and wither; the words, Mea ft$ 
mihi ffofattt^ 

<itiiatifcii<fc^jfcifcflii><iPiiJiiilPifciMfcii<i<iif<fiiil<iltJ>liif<tliili[iii 

J.AMES THE FOURTH. 

THIlloixis and others confederated in re- Jamcithe 
bdlion, upon the death of James the thought tt 
third, became fenfible that they had gone too * "^ 
fan ^fht ^eat nobkn»en of the North, who 
had diyfrnMed their foixfes upon the faith of the 
accommodatioti, were re-aflembling them, and 
marching fouthwards ; while the remorfe and 
anguiiCh of the young king was beyond defcrip- 
tion, and gave ikt rebels a moft uncomfort- 
able pro^ft. Upon the whole, the latter re- 
folved upon naoderate meafures, and the rather, 
as they knew that the royalifts could hot at- 
tadk them but in the perfbn of their king, who 
had headed their caufe. Sir Andrew Wood 
was lying near the field of battle with two of 
his Ihips, and had manned his long-boats ta 
affift the murdered king, when he heard of 
his death. As the rebeb were not aH equally 
guilty, fome of them, and even the young 
yoL#IV» ' Gg- king 
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A. D. 1487. king himfelfy were kept in the dark as M 
that fatal cataftrophe, though he certainly fuf- 
pefted the worft; and a general opinion pre-' 
vailed, that Sir Andrew had received the king 
on board his fliips. James, will;i\g to have 
a gleam of hope, defired an interview with the 
admiral; but the latter refufed to come on 
fliore, unlefs he had fufficient hoftages for hi« 
fafety. The lords Seton and Fleming were ac- 
cordingly fen t on board the two (hips, which were 
called the Flower and the YcUow Carnal. ,Thc 
report of the late king's efcape was the more 
credited, as the boats of thofe fliips were feen ply^ 
ing backwards and forwards . during the battle, 
sir Andrew ^^e rcbcl army lay then at Linlithgow, from 
uljaify'and whence they marched to Leith, where Sir An- 
tfoT*"*' drew waited upon James. . He had again and 
again, by mefiages, affured him and the lords, 
that he knew nothing of James, and he had. 
even offered to fuffer his fliips to be fearched i 
* yet fuch was the prince's anxiety, that he could 
not be eafy till he ihould examine him in per* 
fon. Young James had been long a ftranger to 
his father's perfon, occafioned by the mean 
jealoufy which the latter entertained of his 
neareft kindred; and ftruck with the noble 
appearance of Wood, or perhaps the refem-^ 
blance he bore to the late king, he no fooner 
appeared before him and the council, than 
James afked him, " Sir, are you my father ?"^ 
^ I am not (replied Wood» burfting into .fears) 

y^ur 
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your father, but I was your fathcr^s true fcr- a. d. 1487. 
vant J and, whUe I live, I fliall be the deter- 
mined enemy of his murderers." This not fa- 
tisfying the lords, they demanded whether he 
knew where the king was. He replied, he did 
not; and upon their queftioning him about 
the manoeuvres of his boats on the day of bat- 
tle, he told them the truth, adding, that he 
and his brother had determined to have aflifled 
the king in perfon; but all they could do was 
to fave as many of the royalifts as they could 
in their fliips. " I would to God (faid he) my 
king was there fafely, for I would defend and 
k^ep him fkaithlefs (that is harmlefs) from all 
the treafonable traitors who have cruelly mur- 
dered him : for I think to fee the day to behold 
them hanged and drawn for their demerits." 
This ijpirited declaration, and the bold free« 
dom with which it was delivered, ftruck the 
guilty part of the council with difmay; but 
the fear of facrificing the hofiages procured 
Wood his freedom, and he was fuffered to de- 
part to his fhips, where he found his brother 
preparing to hang the two lords, which would 
have been their fate, had Sir Andrew beep 
longer detained. 

: Wood had fcarcely reached his Ihips, when james ths 
the lords calling the inhabitants of Leith toge- crowned. 
ther, offered them large premiums, if they 
would fit out a force fufiicient to deftroy that 
bold pirate and his crew, as they w.ere called. 

Gga ' ' The 
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A. 0^1487. The townfmen, who perhaps did not love tfic 
fervice, anfwercd, that Wood'$ fhips were a 
match for any ten fhips that could be fitted 
out in Scotland. This opinion was delivered 
by the mouth of captain Barton, i«rho, I fup- 
pofe, was the famous feaman of that name 
afterwards killed in an engagement with 
the Englilh. The council then removed to 
Edinburgh, where James was crowned on the 
twenty-fourth of June. A parliament had 
been previoufly fummoned to affemble; but 
few attended, befides the confederated k>rds^ 
and fome reprefentatives of the bwghs. The 
royalifts, fuch as the earls of Huntley, Errol, 
and Marihal, were vifibly undfcr. great difficul-^ , 
ties h6w to behave, between their defire of re- 
venging the late king's death, and their loyalty 
to the prefent ; for, by this time, the body of 
James the third had been difcovered and in-* 
terred at Cambu&eneth. It was, however, 
neceffary for the con^fpirators to provide for 
th^ir own fafeties ; and a new parliament was 
fummoned to meet on the fixth of Oftober ^* 
In the mean time, the lords fummoned the go* 
vernor of Edinburgh-caftle to give up his 
charge, which he immediately did ; and it was 
thought that he purchafed his pardon by dif- 

• I have, at this period, chiefly followed Lindfay of Pitfcotti^ 
who had his information from one of the lord Lindfay s of the 
Byres, brother orfonto the lord David already mentioned; fb 
that his narrative is very particular, and has a ftrong appearance'' 
©f being genuine. 

tributing 
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trifeuting amoKg the confederates the fcreafures^ a. 0.1487- 
of the late kmg^ which had been. committed, 
to hi^^cnftody. The caftle itfelf, and the edu- 
cation of the duke of Ro&, brother to the king, 
was afterwards committed to Patric lord Hales ; 
but Scbaw was deprived of the government of 
Stirling-^caftle^ which was given to Sir John 
Lundy, fo deteftable is perfidy, even in the eyea 
of the traitors whom it ferves. 

In Oftober after the king's death, the nobi- 
lity and others, who had been prefent at the 
king^s coronation, converted themfelves into a 
parliament, and paffed the famous acl by which 
they juftified their rebellion againft the late 
king, which in the law books is called The Pro- 
pofition of the Debate of the Field of Stirling. 
It is fortunate fbr the memory of that prince, 
that this a6t has been preferved^ as it cpnfirms 
what I have faid, that no fpecial aft of tyranny 
or oppreffion, and no infraftion of the confti- 
tution, were produced againft James, all the 
allegations againft him being vague, and un- 
fupported. It i« true, that mention is made 
of certain articles fubfcribed by the late James ^ 
and which were exhibited in this parliament 
by the lord Glamis. The particulars of thofe 
articles, however, are not known; and their 
being omitted is a ftrong prefumption that the 
whole charge was indefenfible. Perhaps we 
may go farther, and obferve, from the words 
of the aft itfelf, that the above-Qientioned ar« 

tides 
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A.ai4S7. tides related intirely to the conne£HoDs bC"* 
twecn James and the court of England, which 
were in tbemfelves highly proper, wife, and 
conducive to the good of his country. I am 
far from denying that they might give um- 
brage to fome of his beft fubjeds, fuch as the 
earls of Huntley, Enrol, Marflial, and other 
noblemei}, who were jealous of the Englifh 
influence in Scotland ; but that aqiounts to no 
impeachment of the king's condud. The very 
mention of the names of thofe ncjblemen in the 
body of the aft, is a kind of proof how willing 
they were to (anclify their caufe by the con- 
duft of refpeftable noblemen. 

After all, nothing is urged agai^ft James^ 
but that he refufed to obferve the articles he 
had figned. Probably he did right, as he might 
have been furprifpd into them, or perhaps 
forced to'fign them, by a fett of defigning, 
wicked men. That this was the cafe, appears 
from the rccorda of his reign, which are en- 
rolled among the Black Ads, and are equally . 
worthy of a patriotic king and a free people. 
The articles he is alledged to have figned had 
not the fandion of parliament, which is an ab« 
folute juftification of James, even if he refufed 
to fulfil them ; and, upon the principles of a 
free conftitution, they who extorted them 
from him were traitors* A king of Scotland 
could pafs no ad of power that was bind-^ 
ing either upon himfelf or. bis pcople» bjjt ac^ 

cordinjj 
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cording to the form prefcribed by the laws a. a 14*7. 
of his coxintry. 

The members who compofcd this parliament, 
having thus juftified themfelves for rebelling 
againft, and murdering their king, ordered 
the aft to be exemplified under the great feal 
of Scotland, that it might be producible in 
their juftification, if called for by the kings of 
France, Spain, Denmark, or any other prince 
upon the continent. 

The confederated lords next proceeded to The «bdi 
theit great and arduous tafk, that of vindicate ther«gici4<^ 
ing their rebellion in the eyes of the law and 
the public. They feem, by the force of adu- 
lation, and by extravagantly magnifying the 
royal prerogative, to have, at this time, calmed 
the king's grief, though it afterwards broke 
out with gr^at violence ; and he confented that 
the lords who had taken part with his father 
at the battle of Stirling fhould be fummoned to 
appear before the parliament, sftid anfwer for 
their condud. Their defign in this was not to 
puniih them as traitors, but, if poflible^ to 
oblige them, by forgivencfe; but the public 
eafily faw through the motives for this mode- 
ration. No fewer than twenty-eight lords, 
and as many great barons, were fummoned to 
appear at Edinburgh upon the fpace of forty 
days. The firft upon the lift was the lord Da- 
•vid Lindfay of the Byres j he being reckoned 
ihc moft formidable delinquent, and a military 

favourite 
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A. D. 1487- favourite of the late king. The parfiatticilt 

met in the Talbooth (which then ferred m the 

town-Houfe of Edinburgh) and the king was 

prefent, feated on his throne, and in his royal 

robes. The form of lord Lindfay's arraign*- 

ment w dittay (as it is called) is curious, and 

as follows : « Lord David Lindfay of the Byres, 

anfwcr for the cruel coming againft the king 

at Bantiockburn with his father, giving him 

counfel to have devoured the king's grace here 

prefent ; and, to that effedt^ gave him a fword, 

' and a good horfe, to fortify him againft his 

* fon. Your anfwer hereto." 

, ^' , The lord Lindfay was remarkable fbr the 

^cech andi bluntncfs of his conVcrfation, aild the freedom 

behaviour of 

the lord of his fentiments. He was fo obnoxious to the 
" *^ governing party, and the young kisng had been 
imprefled with fo bad an opinion of him, that 
no lawyer was found hardy enough to under* 
take his defence. He therefore became his c/wh 
advocate, and delivered himfelf in the follow* 
ing oration, which is juftly looked upon as a 
finiflied piece of natural eloquence, and exhi* 
biting a juft pifture of the fpeaker's noble mind i 
nor can its authenticity be queftioned. •* Ye 
are all Lurdanes *, wiy lords ; I fay, ye are 
falfe traitors to your prince j and that I d«re 
prove with inj body, on any of you which 

• This is an opprobrious term, being a corruption of lord 
Danes, who were (as we have already fcen) once the tyrants of 
Scotland. 

holds 
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liolds you befty from the king's grace down: A.p.t4S/« 
for the £aUe Lurdanes and traitors have caufed 
the king, by your falfe feditions and confpU 
racyi to c6me againft his father in plain battle^ 
where that noble prince was cruelly murdered 
among your hands, by your advice, though ye 
brought th« king in prefence for your behoof^ 
to make him the bucklei^ of your enterprize. 
Th^erefore, falfe Lurdanes, if the king puntik 
you not haftily {or that murder, ye will mur- 
der himfelf) when ye fkc time, as ye did his 
iather. Therefore, Sir, beware with them, and 
give them no credence; for they that were 
falfe to your father, can never be true to your^- 
felf. Sir^ I affure your grace, if your father 
were living, that 1 would take his part, and 
fiand in no awe of tbofe falfe Lurdanes^ And 
Hkewife, if you had a fon that would be coun« 
feUed to come in battle againft yott, by evil 
counfel of falfe Lurdanes, like thofe, I would 
take your part againft them, and fight againft 
them, in your juft quarrel^ even with three 
againft fix of them. And thofe falfe traitors, 
which caufe you to believe evil in my hands, I 
ihall be trQer at length to your grace than they 
ihall be;* 

This bold fpeech difcoQcerted the chancellor 
and the confederated lords. It was in vain for 
them to endeavour, as they did moft earneftly, 
to perfuade the lord Lindiay to throw himfidf 
upon the king's clemeacy ; and the chancellor 

Vol. IV. Hh (who. 
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4.0.1487. (who, I apprehend, was either the earl of Ar- 
gyle or biihop Elphinftone, but moft probably 
the latter) made a handfome apology for the 
plainnefs of Lindfay's fpeech, and the rough* 
nefs of his demeanor, hoping that the king 
would receive him into favour, and preffing 
IJindfay, at the fame time, to fue.for pardon. 
His brother, Patric Lindfay, who appear* to 
have been a man of fenfe and learning, offered 
to be his advocate % and made a fp^ech for 
that purpofe upon his knees. His requeft was 
granted; but after the jury was impannelled^ 
he fenfibly qlj^erved, that the whole of their 
proceedings was irregular ; that it was a breach 
of the king's coronation oath for him to pre- 
iide at a trial in which he himfelf was a 
party, and which was to be determined by a 
jury. He therefore boldly demanded, in the 
name of God, that the king ihould withdraw 
during the trial. This uhforefeen challenge, 
upon farther coniideration, was found to be 
both reafonable and legal; and James adually 

• ♦ " But one Mr. Patric Lindfay, brother-german to the faid 
lord David Lindfay of the Byres, hearing his brother was delired 
to come in the kidg*t will, was not content therewith ; to that 
eifedl, he ftramped (ftamped) fadly on his brother's foot, to gar 
him underftand that he was not content -with the deiire which 
the chancellor propofed unto him. But the ftramp of Mr. Patric 
Lindfay was fo fad on his brother^^ foot, who had a fore toe, 
that the pain thereof was very dolorous i therefore he looked 
to him, and (aid, " Thou art over^pert, lown, (a corruption of 
ihe word clown), to ftramp on my foot ; wert thou out of the 
king's prefence, I (hould take (flap) thee on the mouth." Lind- 
<ay of Pitfcottie. 

retired 
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retired to another room, with evident marks a.d.i4»7* 
of difpleafure at the affront which he thought 
had been offered to his majefty. Lindfay was 
then called upon to enter into his brother's de- 
fence, which he did, in the following words : 
«* I trow (that is, I infiff) that the fummons be 
defert and null of itfelf ; becaufe he was fum« 
moned to compear to this court and parliament, 
upon the fpace of forty days, without conti- 
nuation of days. No mention is made in your 
letter where, nor in what place; but, gene« 
rally, before the king and council at Edinburgh. 
And now, my lords, I believe it be one-and- 
forty days ; therefore the day is expired of it- 
felf, and we ought not to anfwer till we be 
new fummoned, and lawfully called thereto.'* 

The matter alledged by Lindfay being found a piriia. 
to be true, the prifoners were difmiffed upon 
their entering into recognizances^ to appeat at 
an appointed day ; but James was fo exafpe- 
rated at the younger Lindfay, that he fent 
him prifoner for a whole twelvemonth to Roth- 
Iky-caftle, In the Ifle of Bute. This ftrain of 
cruelty fufficiently proves that James was Hill 
under the influence of the rebels, and that he 
had, as yet, received no true notions of go- 
vernment. In this parliament, the king was 
advifed to make a progrefs round the kingdom, 
attended by his council and his judges ; but, 
in the mean titee, certain noblemen and gen- 
tlemen were appointed to exercHe juftice, and ^ 
H h a t^ 
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A.p*i4^« to fupprefs all forts of 4ifiMrdar«, in tlieir elm 
lands, and in thofe adjoining to tbeoif tiU the^ 
king's age of twcnty^onc j€»n. TliQiwf(«i 
they pitched upon were thq lord )clale9 and 
Alexander Hume, for the Mer$ and Lothian ; 
the earl of Angus for the ftire of Rojcburgh,^ 
Peebles, and Lanerki the lord Maxwd fob- 
Dumfries; the lord Kennedy for Gaxric; liict 
laird of Craigy-Wallaoe for Kyle i the lord 
Montgomery for Cunningham ; the lord of Len- 
nox, the lord Ly^e, and Matthe^^ Stuart, for 
Renfrew, the Monkland, and Bothwel ; jamea 
of Edmonftoun fpr Stirlingihire ; th« mafter 
of Argyle for Argyle and I^orn ; tl^e earl 6£ 
Athol, and Alexander Robiertfon of. Strowan^ 
for Athol ; the lord Drammond for Strathera 
and Dumblain ; the lord Oliphant for Straw* 
brawn; the lord Gray* the lord Gli^mi^, and 
mafter of Crawford, for Angus ; Uie earUmar* 
Ibal for ihe Merns ; the e?irl of Huntley, tho 
earl of Errol, and the laird of Innesmgy, fw 
the Month, North, and Invqrne&; and tJbie lord 
lind&y for Fife^ Tbofe Icffds w«re obliged 
to fwear, that they would not only with dili- 
gence fearch for, and either bring to juftice 
themfelves, or fend to the king's <;ourts, all 
thieves and diforderly perfons, but would caufo 
all inferior barons within th^ir £?verai diftri^ 
fwear to do the fame. 

FrMMiingt The regicides, by tho£e ihews of jufUce, 
fought to Qloak their wmesj but they conti^ 

nued 
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nued to 4o%d the memory of the late Unfojrtu«» a,d,i4S8, 
nate kmg by tine moft mfftmoua 9d;s, All juf. 
ticei» ibenffSf and ftewards» who were pofleffed 
of heritable offices, but had appeared in arms 
for the kingfs fethfcr, Wert either deprived of 
them for three years, or readered iocapable to 
^njby them for ever after. All the young no- 
bility, tvho' had been difinberited by their 
fathers for taking arms againft the late kingg, 
were, by a& of parliament, reftored to thetr 
feveral fucceflio05 in the mofi; ample manner. 
At laft, to give a kind of proof to the world 
that they intended only to re-fettle the ftate 
of the nation, Mrithout prejudice to the lower 
ranks of fubje^ls, who did no more than follow 
the example of their fuperiors, it was enafted, 
^ That all goods and effeds taken fromburgefles, 
merchants, and thofe who had only perfonal 
eftates (or, as they are called, unlanded men) 
fince the battle of Stirling, were not only to 
be reftored, but the owners were to be indem- 
nified for their loffes, and their perfons, if in 
Gufiody, were to be fet at liberty. Church-- 
men who were taken in arms were to be deli*- 
vered over to their ordinances, to be dealt with 
hy them according to law/* Excellent afts were 
made againft barratry, and the old ones con* 
firmed, as were the liberties of the church. 
The caftle of Dunbar having been a perpetual 
bone of contention, was ordered to be demo- 
Uibed ; and fome ftatutes were enaded in fa* 

vour 
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A.D.t48s. vour of commerce, for the exdttfion of fo* 
relgnert, by way of recompence to the burghs, 
who had been very aSive in oppofing the late 
king. 
remgime. This parliament, before it rofe, thought it 
spcuuoni. „gj.^gj^,y to give fome public teftimony of their 
difapproving the late king's connections with 
J^ngland, efpedally with regard to the mar- 
riage of James. The deftru£tion of the houfe 
of Vork, the accei&on of Henry the feventh, 
and the extin^on of the firft line of the Craw- 
ford family, had entirely changed the fyfiem 
of rebellion in Scotland, as it could no longer 
promife itfelf its ufual fupport from England. 
On the contrary, when the maxims of Henry's 
government were examined, there was the 
greateft reafon to fuppofe that he would vigo- 
roufly fupport the royal houfe of Scotland. It 
was therefore enafted, ^ That as the king was 
now of an age to marry with a noble princefs, 
bom and defcended of a noble and worfhipful 
houfe (fuch arc the words of the aft) that an 
honourable embafly be fent to the realms of 
France, Brittany, Spain, and other places, to 
be nominated to advife, treat, and conclude, in 
the fame matter.*' It was intended that this 
embafly fiiould be very fplendid. It was to con- 
fifi of a bifhop, ah earl, or lord of parliament, 
a fecretary, who was generally a clergyman, 
and a knight. Their attendants were to be 
ihy horfcmen, and they were to be allowed 
I five 
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five thoufand pounds for the difcharge of their a. a hs^ 
embafly; two thoufand to be raifed by the 
clergy, two thoufand by the barops, and one 
thoufand by the burghs. The fame embafla- 
dors were impowered to renew the ancient 
league between France and Scotland ; and, in 
the mean time, a herald, or, as he is called, a 
trufty fquire, wa? fent abroad to reconnoitre 
the feveral courts of Europe for a fit match for 
the king. 

A ftrong objection lay in the way of this The Uter* 
embafly. The pope had been applied to, and ^ ^^'^ 
had laid all who appeared in arms againft the 
late king under an interdict ; aiid all the powers 
of Europe confidered the governing party in 
Scotland as a fett of rebels and regicides. This 
was an infurmountable obftacle to any negor 
^iation abroad ; and it was neceflary to remove 
thf interdict Some of the moft jnoderate of 
the nobility, who. had wifhed to reform the 
jdate, but without rebelling againft the king 
(by whom, I fuppofe, are meant the earls of 
Errol, Marflial, and the northern lords) had 
raifed troops, that they might enter into a kind 
of armed mediation between both parties ; and, 
they entertained great doubts whether they 
were not comprehended in the cenfure. They 
laid their cafe before pope Innocent the eighth ; 
and pretending the moft unfeigned repentance^ 
he at laft was prevailed upon entirely to take 
off the interdid, as thofe who were really guilty 

had 
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A. D. u^ had the fame pka mtii the others not intention^ 
ally fo. A bull actordingly wad iffued^ dn 
reded to the abbots of Paifley and Jedburgh^ to 
take off the interdid: ; and is dated in July 
1491, before which time the embaffy could not 
take plaqe. Mean time, many of the moft re* 
ipeftable noblemen confidered their king a^ 
being little better than a prifoner in the hands 
of his fathei's murderers, or, at leaft, made that 
a pretext for taking arms. Of thofe, the lord 
I^olc was the mdft forward, and had railed 
two thoufand men, with whom he inarched to 
Stirling, with an intention to fui|>ri/e the town 
and CB&Xt ; but finding the pafs of Stirlitig^ 
bridge guarded, he encamped at a place called 
Fillymofi. He hsid in his army one Mackeilp^ 
Who was a fpy to the other party, and privately 
' advertifed the lord Drummond that the earl^ 
not thinking his march was known, lay ctfe** 
leisly encamped, and might be^eafily furprifed» 
Lord Drummond accordingly mardhed, at th^ 
head of ar party of foldiers, with fuch expedi- 
tion, that he not only defeated the earl of Le^ 
nox and his men, but, purfuing his blow, h^ 
took the ftrong caftle of Dumbarton, of which 
the earl was keeper, notwithilanding all that 
the lord Lyle, and a gentleman of the earfs 
family, could do to defend it 
The public The growiug qualities of the young king^ 
^lld/^^ his penetration^ and the excdlent difpoMon 
which daily unfolded itfelf in his conduct and 

J>e- 
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behaviour, at laft reconciled many of the ftrifteft ^' ^* '^^^^ 
royalifts in the South to his government, for. 
fear of incurring the crime of rebellion. In. 
the Nortli, the earls of Huntley and Marihal/ 
with the lord Forbes, the head of a powerful, 
family there, complained that they had been 
deceived, and declared their refolutions to re- 
venge the king's death. It is probable that 
they were in concert with the earl of Lenox, 
and that his defeat had rendered the two nor- 
thern earls cautious. That was hot the cafe . 
with the lord Forbes, wht) having obtained 
the bloody fliirt of the murdered king, dif- 
playe4 it on the point of a lance,^ as a banner 
under which all loyal' fubjecls fiiould range 
themfelves. Having affcmbled a confiderabld 
body, he marched to Aberdeen, and through 
the principal towns north of the Grampian hilk, 
where he fee ens to have met with no oppofi- 
tion ; but he found himfelf in no condition to 
march fouthwards, efpecially after the defeat 
of Che earl of Lenox ; and confequently his ex- 
pedition was^ at an end, though it certainly an^ 
iwered hia purpofes in fome meafure. 

The great reputation which Wood had ac- ThdngUft 
quired in Scotland, was of infinite fervice to ^^^ ^^ 
the government. He was, perhaps, the beft 
feaman of that age, and one of the beft fub- 
jefts. . After he had regained His fliips, Henry 
the feventh of England, who had l^eard with 
horror of the king's murder, joffcrcd to lend 

Vol, IV. . U . hinv 
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A.D*H«5, him five Ihips to revenge it. Wood, withou* 
heiitation, accepted of the propdfal ; ami the fhipsi 
accordingly arrived in the Forth^ Their crewa 
being under very bad difcipline, inftead of Obey- 
ing Wood, landed on both fides of the river,, 
plundered the Scotch merchantmen, and ra^ 
vaged the coafts. Wood interpofed his autho- 
rity, but in vain ; and finding their praftices. 
^very day more and more outrageous, he at 
laft feparated his little fquadron :from theirs, 
but without venturing to attack them« The 
government hearing of this noble behaviour, 
advifed }ames to fend for Wood, and to oflFer 
him a pardon and a commiflion to ad againft 
the free-booters. We are in the dark as to the 
inftruftions which had been given by Henry ; 
but it is certain that Wood came a-fliorc, ap-i 
peared before the council, accepted of his par- 
don and commiflion, and undertook the fervice, 
James and his council defired him to call for 
what artillery or aififtance of (hipping he 
pleafed, but Wood refufed to eniploy any other 
than his two favourite fliips ; and being well 
provided with ammunition and artillery, he 
fell in with the Englifh fquadron at the mouth 
pf the Forth, off the caftle of Dunbar; and, 
»fter,a defperate engagement, he made prizes 
of all the five fliips, and brought their crews 
prifoners to Leith, for which he was nobly Kj 
warded by James* 

' This 
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This gallant aftion, and the acquiefcence o? A.b.HSgf, 
^V'ood in the new government, raifed his re- 
putation both at home and abroad ; but Henry 
refehted the difrefpeft that had been fliewn by 
Wood to his fquadroh, and refolved to be re- 
venged. It appears, that Wood^s fliips were 
fitted out for commerce as well as war; and • 
that after the defeat of the Englifli fquadron, 
he had failed upon a trading voyage to the 
coaft of Flanders. Henry, intending that he 
fliould be intercepted in his return, employed 
Sir Stephen Bull, the braveft fea-officer he had, 
for that fenrice, and gave him three of the beft 
fhips in his fleet, every way well equipped and 
arttUeried, to perforni it. If we are to believe 
fome of the Scotch hiftorians (and the faft is 
by no means unlikely) Henry even fet a reward 
of one thoufand pounds upon Wood's head, 
as if he had been a pirate. Be that as it may» 
Bull failed for the Forth, and ftationing his 
&ips at the back of the ifle of May, he fent his* 
armed boats up the Forth, where they took 
and deftroyed all the Scots.fifhing-veflels; but 
detaining fome of the moft expert of their crews 
in his pwn fliips, he promifed them a premium 
if they would keep a look-out, and, as they 
were beft acquainted with the fliape of Wood's 
fliips, inform him when they appeared. They 
were, early on a fummer morning, difcovered • 
under fail off" St. Ebb's head, advancing brifkly, 
without any knowledge or fear of an enemy. 
Ii2 The 
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A. D. 1499. jhe Englifhfhips were taller and larger than 
thofe of the Scots, carried a much heavier 
weight of metal, and drew more water. Bull, 
being fecure (as he thought) of his prey, came 
down, and fired two guns upon Wood's ihips^ 
as a fignal fpr their furrendering^. The Scotch, 
commander no fooner perceived them^ than, he 
knew them to be enemies. He made an en- 
couraging fpeech to his crews, who declared 
that they would ftand by hini to the lail ; and 
the engagement began in fight of numberlefs 
fpectators, who lined both fides of the river. 
It lafted all that day, and when night came 
on both fides lay off. Ne^ft morning the fight 
was renewed with more fury than ever j but 
an ebb tide and a fouth wind bore both fqua-* 
drons towards the mouth of the Tay, where 
the Englifli fhips fought under great difadvan- 
tage on account of the fand-banks ; and before 
they could get clear of them, the Scots re* 
doubling their efforts, carried all the three 
Englifh Ihips prizes to Dundee, with their com* 
mander. Bull. 
Generofity Nothiug could have fallen out more fortu^ 
wj«»«' nately for the government of Scotland, than 
this freflx viftory by fea. Wood treated his pri* 
ibners with the greateft Humanity ; and allow- 
ing fuch of them as were wounded a fufficient 
time for their cures, he carried Bull and his 
mariners to Edinburgh, where he prefented 
them to James, That prince, by this time, 

feverely 



© F S C O T L A N D. 345 

ievcrcly felt the ftings of remorfc for the part ^^« »489v 
be had afted againft his father^ and after ge- 
neroufly making prefents in money to Stephen, 
his officers, and crews, he difnxiffed them with* 
out any ranfom, with a letter to Heniy, who 
returned him a polite anfwer, and fliewed him* 
felf ready to treat of an accommodation. A ^j^^; 
negociation was accordingly entered into, and 
a truce was concluded. Here we are to qj)- 
ferve, thiat the minifters of James had imprefled 
him fo early with an high opinion of the power^ 
friendfliip, and magnanimity of the French, 
,that he retained thofe.prepoffcffions to the very 
laft hour of his life, when they proved fatal 
to his crown and perfon. Notwithftanding 
this, he thought he Qould. not decently refufe 
the friendfliip of Henry ; and the good under- 
ftanding which was reftored between the two 
kingdoms, was of infinite fervice to the tran- 
quillity of Scotland. 

. The moderate ufe which James and his mini- Modentios 
fters made of their viftories, continued to" virtmfnt. 
bring over many profely tes to the government. 
They openly declared, that they intended nei- 
ther to profecute nor punifli any who were 
not malicioufly in arms ; and even at the bat- 
tle of Fillymofs none were! killed but in the 
beat of the adtion, the reft being fuffered to . ^ 
depart quietly home. In ihort, the harmony 
and good order which then prevailed in Scot- 
land, gave the inhabitants all tht appearances 

of 
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of a happy people ; and Henry, who had tlied 
great differences with France, did all he coulci 
to cultivate the good underftanding between 
the two Crowns, as he found it neaeffary to 
prevent dofcr Connections between France and 
Scotland. ' 

Matters were in this defireabie Situation j 
when a iicw'parfi;aroent met at Edinburgh ori 
the fifteeiftt of February r490. The members 
of this afiembly applied themfelves' entirely to 
healing meafures. They paffed feveral afts fox? 
abolifhing ihofe animofities which had fp long 
and fo fatally divided die nation. As they 
were encouraged to hope, that the national 
interdift would be taken off, they pr9vided for 
the privileges and liberties of the church, and 
voted that the fix thoufand pounds for the 
cmbaffy'fliould be immediately raifed, without - 
the king difcharging any part of it. The in-* 
ftrudions to be givea to the embaffadors werd 
referred to the chancellor and the privy-coun* 
oil, but with this remarkable caution : " That 
they would by all means take, care to removes 
all ftrangenefs and difpleafure conceived by any 
prince for any caufe by paft.^^ A lord, a knight, 
and a fecretary, were appointed to fail in March 
following, with an allowance of ao hundred 
pounds, for Denmark, to renew the alliance 
with that court. Crawford duke of Montrofe, 
the earl of Huntley, the chancellor, the biihops 
joi <51afgow and Aberdeen, the mafter of the 

houihpld 
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houfliold, the privy-fcal, the abbot of Holy- 4,0.1490^ 
rood-horfe, the lord Lyle^ the lord Gl^mis^i 
Gray, and Dnimmond, the jn'ior of Colding-^ 
ham, the trcafurer, WiUiam lord of St. John^ 
Meff, Richard Robefon and Lawfon, Sir Alex-> 
ander Scot, and the archdean of St. Andrew% ' 
were appointed to be . auditors to infpcft the 
accounts of the treafurer and oth^r ofliccrs^ 
concerning the management of the crdwn-renrts^ 
in the late and prefent reigns. Thofe appear 
from the record, ^which is printed in the Black 
Afts, to have been very confiderabfe^ and fuf- 
ficient for fupporting the fplendor of the then 
greateft court in Europe ; for there was fcarcely 
^ county in the kingdom where the king had not 
?i large • eftate in property as well as in fupc- 
riority. As this large revenue had chiefly 
arifen from the afts of refumption and forfei- 
tures that had fallen to the crown fince the re* 
iloration of James the firft, and the ceconomy 
that had been obferved in the late reign, it 
had undoubtedly contributed to the misfor- 
tunes of James the third, as the great nobility 
thought that no caufe whatfoever could juf- 
tify any alienation of their fiefs ; and that ev^ry 
accefiion of revenue to the crown was a dimi- 
nution of their importance. 

The fame parliament appointed commiflloiiers Proceeding* 
for coUefting and afcertaining the royal reve- mcnu^*' 
nue. The earl of Bothwel, formerly lordHales 
^nd fteward of the houlhold,. bad the collec- 
tion" ^ . 
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A, p, 1490. tion of all the revenues in the flieriffdoms of 
Edinburgh, Eaft-Lothian, Kircudbright, and 
Wigton. Alexander carl of Hume, great 
chamberlain, had charge of thofe of the earl- 
dom of March, the lordihip of Dunbar, Stir- ^ 
lingfhire, and other places lying in the neigh^t* 
bourhood of his eftates. Archibald Edmond« 
fton colleded the rents of Menteith, as the Iprd 
' privy-feal did thofe of Fife, and the lord Drum- 
snond thofe of Strathern. The coUeftion for 
Methven and Perthfhire was allotted to the 
lord Oliphant, that of Forfar and Brechin ta 
the lord Gray, and the colle6tion of the reft of 
the royal revenues (the particulars of which 
arc too tedious to be inferted here) were com- 
mitted to the care of the treafurer, Alexander 
Boyd, Alexander Dunlop, Sir Andrew Wood, 
John Lefley, Patric Forbes, Sir Alexander Gor- 
don the mafter of Huntley, James Douglas the 
carl of Huntley, the lords Montgomery, Ken- 
nedy, Sinclair, Darnley, the chancellor, and the 
iheriff of Air. I have been the more particular 
on this matter, that the reader may form fome 
judgment of the ruling parties in Scotland at ' 
this period, as well as of the large eftate be- 
longing to the crown. Out of it a proper pro^ 
vifion was allotted for the king's two brothers, 
the management of which was entrufted with 
the fame colleftprs. 
A coalition ^hc Feadcr may perceive, from the lift of the 
^«ca«^r neblc and other perfonages I have mentioned^ 

that 
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thut the chief management of afiairs continued a.d. 1490. 
to be ftill in the hands of thofe who had op^ 
pofed, or been in arms againfi, the late king; 
but it was now thought proper to enlarge the 
bottom of government, and to ^orm a cqalition 
^f parties. Though the miniflers had hitherto 
fcreened themfelves behind the young king's 
authority, and had been xprofufe of their flat* 
teries to his perfon, yet they left him no more 
than the ihadow of power, at lead, till he ihpuld 
come to the age of twenty-one. Though there 
feems to have been no difference about thi$ 
in parliament, yet they proceeded in the ten-, 
dereft and moft humble n^anner with'regard to 
James, After making out a lift of privy-counfel- 
lors, who they refolved Ihould direft him, they 
obtained a previous promife from him that 
he would be guided by them till the meeting 
of the next parliament; a condefcenfion for 
which they affefted to make the moft grateful 
returns. The privy-council coniifted of the 
lord-chancellor Argyle, the earl of Bothwel, 
the earl of Hume, the pjivy-feal, the Secretary 
of ftate, the clerk of the regifter, the biihops 
of* Glafgow and Aberdeen, the prior of Cold- 
ingham, and the archdeacon of St Andrew's j 
;ill thefe feem to have claimed a precedency as 
great officers of ftate. The other counfellors 
were, Crawford duke of Montrofe, the lords 
Lyle, Gray, Glamis: to thefe were added (if 
they plcafed to accept of the honour) tlae earls 
Vol. IV, K k of 
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A,D.i49o. of Puntley, Lenox, Errol, and Marflial, the 
lor)d» Oliphant and Borthwic, Patric Hume 
of Faftcaftlc, Ogilvie of Boyo, John de Rofs, 
and Richard Lawfon, who k\\ accepted of the 
charge. 
Oath im- They were fwom in open parliament to givtf 
?hc*cwn*!° ^ an a-fald couxifel (by which cxpreffion is meant 
counfel that is one-fcJd, fincere, and without 
duplicity) to the king in all matters of ftate 
and revenue;'' and they were, at thr fame time, 
rendered refponfible in parliament for their 
conduft ; a provifion that ihews how well they 
underftood the true principles of a free go- 
vernment, and wM<^bj ^vier fince the reign of 
Richard the fecond, had lain dormant in Eng- 
land. The king, on the other hand, promifcd 
not to difpofe of any part of his money, jewels, 
or plate, and to do no public aifts but what 
were Aibfcribed by fix privy-counfellors (the 
chancellor being of the nuinber) otherwife they 
were to be of no force. This parliament next 
reformed the ftate of the coinage, and fixed the 
ftandards of bullion ; and the free tenants hold- 
ing of the prince, duke of Rothfay, and ftew- 
ard of Scotland, were allowed to repair to 
parliament in juftice-courts, with their fuits 
and prefences, till the king fhould have a fon 
to reprefent them. From this laft provifion it 
appears, that the dukes of Rothfay had an inde- 
pendent hereditary eftate ; and Sir James Bal- 
four, ii) his Manufcript Annals, fays, that the 
'■ ^ • • ap- 
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appoinUhents of the two young princes, the a. 0.1490. 
duke of Rofs and the earl of Mar, had been 
fettled by the late king. Many other excellent 
regulations, which do not properly belong to 
general hiftory, were made ih the fame parlia* 
ment; ^nd an af^pafled, indemnifying the lord 
Lyle and Matthew Stuart for defending Dum» 
barton-caftle againft the lord Drununond. 
The fiouriihing ftate of the Scotch affairs^ Negoda- 

* tionn with 

and the indifferehce which the goverhraenl EngUnd. 
continued to obfcrve with regard to England, 
alarmed Henry the feventh. The earl of Bu* 
chan, Ramfay, who had been arbitrarily deprived 
of his lordihip of Bothwel, aad Sir Thomas 
Tod of Serefchaw, having been excluded from 
the general pardon, were received by Henrys 
to whom they, probably, reprefented that their 
king was a prifoner in the })ands of his father's 
murderers, and that he Wa» extremely defirouf 
of the proteftion of Einglaadi Though Henry 
was a cautious, covetous prince, yet their alle- 
gations were fo plaufible, that he gave them 
ear; and on the fixteenth of April 149 1, the X49T. 
three exiles entered into an indenture at Green- 
wich in' their own names, and thofe of many 
others, for delivering into Henry's hands the 
perfon of James, and his brother the duke of 
Rofs, or, at leaft, the faid king of Scots. In 
coniideration of this fervice, Henry advanced 
to the exiles three hundred and fifty-fix pounds 
four ihillings flerling, to be repaid to him by 

Kka the 
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A.D. 1491. the lord Bothwel and Sir Thomas Tod, if they 
did not make good their engagement by the 
twenty -ninth of September following. What 
encouragement they had from James for con*- 
eluding this treafonable bargain is uncertain; 
but there ijf, on the face of the tranfa6tion, 
room for fufpefting that the whole was no 
other than a defign upon Henry's purfe, that 
they might raife a little money for their pre- 
fe;it fubfiftcnce, as the confpirators could be 
in no danger from their failure of performing 
their agreement, if they could repay the mot 
ney in time; and we are told, that though the 
Scotch parliament had deprived Ramfay of his 
noble title, yet he ftiil enjoyed his eftate, which 
was very confiderable. 
PwwDce James now grew towards the age of maturity^ 

v*^^'12'' and, like his father, he chiefly refided at Stir^ 

lamei upon ' ' * 

«n?fejf, ling. On a prefumption that the interdid only 
aSefted thofe who were in arms againft the late 
king, the divine fervice, as ufual, was regularly 
performed in the royal chapel, where James 
every day heard his own welfai^e prayed for, 
and the murder of his royal father moft bit- 
terly lamented. iThis funk into his fpirits, 
^d he confulted the dean of the chapter abouc 
the means of atoning for his crime. The dean, 
who knew the power and influence of the mi- 
niftry, was fliy of giving him any counfel, and 
advifedhim only, in general, to repentance. We 
^re told likewift, that he diftrufted the firmnefs 
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and conftancy of James. Whatever may be in a,d, t49<, 
this^ it is certain that, about this time^ the 
bull of abfolution arrived from the pope, and 
that James. fecretly begirt his body with an iron 
chain, to which he propofed to add a link for 
every two or three years of his life. 

The pope's abfolution completed the happi- J^«^^ 
nefs of Scotland; and on the eighteenth of 
May a parliament met at Edinbutgh. While it 
was fitting, one of the papal prothonotaries, 
Andrew Forman, under Alexander the fixth, 
prefented J^mes with a confolatory bull, the 
fubftance of which has been given by Drum- 
mond, tending to alleviate the anguijQi of 
James's mind for his father's death, and throw- 
ing all the guilt upon the nobles, who had 
fedyced hi^ tender age from the paths of his 
duty } and exhorting him, at the fame time, to 
perfevere in honour, virtue, and piety. This 
pope, notwithftandiqg the horrid crimes which 
filled his infamous life, aflted a moft friendly 
part, at this time, both towards James and his 
fubjedsj and addreffed another letter to the 
nobility of Scotland, exhorting them to obe- 
dience, and containing, according to Drum- 
mond, the following excellent admonitions: 
** Ambition was the caufe of fedition, which 
had no limits, ^nd which was the bane and 
wreck of ftate and kingdoms, of which they 
fliould beware ; kingdoms fubfifting upon the 
reputation of a prince, and that refpeft his 

fwb- 
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a;i>.i49i. ing the courfe of law; and regulations were 
appointed for applying the revenues of corpo- 
rations to their proper ufes. 
MiKtary '^^^ incliuations of a foveteign naturally 

iaftituiioDs. have their influence on the manners of his fub* 
jeds. Thofe of James were for military exer- 
cifesy and magnificent exhibitions. He lud 
early accuftomed himfelf to, the ufc of anAs^ 
and he eameftly defired to fee all his fubjefts 
foldiers. For that purpofe, the iheriSs were 
impowered to mufter, four times a year> the 
inhabitants of their refpedive difirids, the al* 
dermen and bailiffs doing the fame within 
their burghs, as they ihould anfwer to the 
chamberlain or his deputy. Every gentleman, 
with ten pounds or more of yearly revenue, 
was to be armed with bafnet, fellet, white hat, 
gorge or piflane, complete armour for the legs, 
iword, fpear, and dagger. Inferior ranks of 
fiibjeds were to be armed is the king's com- 
miffary or the iheriff fhould appoint ; but the 
meaneft inhabitant was to be provided with a^ 
bow and arrows, or a good ax. Thofe regu- > 
lations were productive of a furprifing reforma- 
. tion of manners. Juftice had its courfe ; rob- 
bery and violence of all kinds were fuppreffed , 
throughout the kingdom ; and the fplendor 
of the king's court, with the polite entertain- ,. 
men the gave to all adventurers in feats of arms, . 
drew great numbers of foreigners of the firA 
quality to Scotland. 

In 
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' In the year 1492, another treaty was fct on ^J^^** 
foot for prolonging the truce with England 
The Scotch commifiioners were, William biihop 
of Aberdeen, William lord St* John, lord high- 
treafurer, Mr. Alexander Inglis, archdean of 
St. Andrew's, |ohn Hume of Erlifton, Patric 
Hume of Faftcaftle, Walter Ker of Cesford, 
and Mr. Richard Lawfon, clerk. Thofe for 
England were, Bichard biihop of St. Afaph, 
Sir John Grayfioc, the dean of York, and o^thers^ 
Their meeting was at Coidftream; and the 
truce between the two nations was prolonged 
from the twenty-firft of December to the twen- 
ty-firft of the fame month 1496; the afllies 
comprehended on the part of king James being 
Charles king of France, John king of Den- 
mark, the kings of Spain and Naples, and the 
dukes of Auftria and Milan ; and thofe of king 
Henry, the emperor, the king of the Romans, 
the kings of Spain, Pcnrtugal, and Naples, the 
dukes of Auflaia, Burgundy, Ferrara, and Sa- 
voy. It is remaikable, that certain noblemen of 
both kingdoms put their feals to the ratification 
of the two treaties. Thofe on the part of Scot- 
land were the bifliops of Aberdeen, Dunkeld, 
and Galloway j Colin earl of Argyle, lord-chan* 
odlor ; Patric Hepburn earl of Bothwel, with 
the lords Lyle, Oliphant, and I)rummond. 
Whatever precautions the two courts might 
take for the public tranquillity, the borderers, 
who lived by rapine, and whofe ftate was inac- 
VoL.IV. VI • ceffible 
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A.D.i49ft. ceflible to civil regulations, committed many 
outrages; and tfaofe on the fide of England 
being found the moft untra6bible, Henry, on 
the twenty-fecond of Auguft, appointed new 
commiffioners for repairing all the breaches of 
the peace that had happened, and for prevent- 
ing the like for the future. James, vt^ho was 
not very fond of Englifh connexions, and, 
fatally for himfelf, was entirely attached to 
thofe with France, delayed nominating any 
commiffioners to treat with thofe of England 
till October following; but we know of no 
meeting they held till next year. 
1493; In 1493, Henry, obferving the growing pro- 

propofed to fperity of Scotland, the harmony that fubfifted 
between the king and his fubjcfts, and the re- 
fpeft in which James was held by all the courts 
of Europe, propofed a marriage between him 
and the moft ferene princefs Catharine his 
coufin, the daughter of Eleonora countefs of 
Wiltftiire, who was the daughter of Edmund 
late duke of Somerfet, his uncle. It is pro- 
bable that James thought the match below his 
dignity. He appointed, as his commiffioners, 
William bifliop of Aberdeen, keeper of the 
. privy-feal. Sir John Rofs of Montgrenan, Mr. 
John Freffel (Frafer) dean of the king's chapel 
of Reftalrig, and clerk-regifter, and Richard 
Lawfon, clerk to* the court of jufticiary, to 
prolong the truce, arid to compromife all the 
breaches of it; but gave them no inftruftions 

as 
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as to his marriage. The king of England a.d.i49s» 
named the bilhop of St. Afaph, Sir William Ty- 
ler» and others, as his commiilloners ; and both 
parties met at Edinburgh on t^e twenty-fourth ^ 
of Jiine. The Scotch commiiBoners complained' 
loudly of the infraAion of the truce by the 
Engliih; and Henry paid a thoufabd marks 
fterling in gold, before the laft day of the fol- 
lowing May, by way of indemnification for 
the lofTes of James and his fubjedls. As to the 
propofal of marriage, it was treated by the 
Scots with great contempt, as appeared in a 
few days after. 

The parliament met on the firft of May. Not- The ptrist- 
withftandipg the feeming good correfpondence **^'** "*'**"• 
between James and his minifters, he undoubt- 
edly had about him counfellors who knew 
how to puzzle the execution of their delibe- 
rations ; for, even at this ' time, I cannot per- 
ceive that the embafTadors for his marriage had 
taken their departure from Scotland. As he 
was now of an age to entitle him to determine 
for hinifelf, they left to him the nomination of 
the embafiadors, and added a thoufand pounds 
to the fix thoufand already voted for defraying 
their expences, with another thoufand " for the 
honourable home^bringing of a queen." Sir 
Stephen Lockhart and Thomas Stuart, witb 
fome others, were appointed to receive this 
money j and it . was re-enafted by parliament, 
that the king himfelf fhould difcharge no part 

LU 9f 
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A. D.I493* of it, that, is, that he fhoald sqipropriate na 
part of it to his ownufe, or that of a favourite j 
nor could his receipt be admitted as a diicharge 
for any part of it. This is a frefti proof that 
the Scotch parliament, like the Englifh, thought 
they had a right to difpofe of the money 
they voted for public fervice as they plea&d« 
Another obfervatiori, greatly to their honour, 
arifes out of this meafure, as it is a proof of 
their confidering the grandeur of the king ia 
the fame light with that of the kingdom, by 
putting it out of the power even of James him- 
felf to diminiih any part of the national fplen* 
dor in the eyes of foreigners. 

itt proceed- The fame parliament refumed the patriotic de-» 
fign of turning the national fiflveries into a pub- 
lic benefit ; for it was enafted, " That all ,mari« 
time towns fliould build buffes or veffels of at 
Icaft twenty tons burthen, to be employed in 
fiihing ; and that all idle perfons fhould be 
preffed into that fervice." The noble fpirit 
which this parliament (hewed againfi the en- 
croachments of the Roman fee defeyves to be 
particularly diftinguifhed in hiftory. That 
court, ever watchful over its own interefis, had^ 
found means, while the lateinterdift lafted, to^ 
bring before its tribunal a number not only of 
eccleiiafiical, but civil, caufes ; by which the na* 
tion was drained of its money, and the autho-^ 
Spotfwood. rity of government undermined. Robert Blacks 
5^der, who had been tranflated from the fee o^ 

- " Aberdeen 
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Ab»<deefi to that of Glaigpw, had great dif- A-thi49j* 
fercnces with Schevez archbilhop of St. An- * 
drcw's^ concerning their jurifdiftions ; and 
Blackader had intereft enough at the court of 
Koiiie to obtain a bull erefting his fee of Glaf- 
gow into^ an archbiihopric. Perhaps no nation 
in Europe but^ the Scots would, at that time, 
have difputed the power of his holinefs in 
ecclefiafiical matters; but this parliament laid 
down as a maxim, that the privileges of the Black ABtk 
church, as well as the flatutes of the realm, 
had been created for the benefit of the coni* 
munity ; and that they could not be renounced 
without confent of the king^ the three eftates, 
and the refpefl:ive chapters. This fhanly prin- 
ciple was followed by as vigorous refolutions* 
All ecclefiaftical encroachments, fince the reigir ^ 
of James the firft, relating to the difpofal of 
elective benefices,, were annulled ;' and the arch« 
biihops of St Andrew's and Glafgow were to 
confirm the eledion of all abbacies withiii their 
refpe^live diocefes, without applying to the 
court of Rome. As many differences between 
the two archbilhoprics ftill lay undecided by 
his holinefs, wha found the great benefit of 
procraftinationsy the parliament empowered 
the king to fei:?ie the temporalities of both par* 
ties, if they did notretraft their pleas at Rome, 
and fubmit to an equitable decifion in Scot-* 
land. The fame parliament went farther; for 
it was recommended to the king to extend 

this 
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A.D.I493* this Inhibition to all cafes that had been carried 
from Scotland before the pope, and his cm- 
bafladors were to order all parties home, that 
their caufes might be decided by their ordina* 
riesy or by fuch judges as the king, in council, 
jhould appoint. The fees payable to the fee 
of Rome were reduced , to the ancient rates; 
and a vote paiTed that none ihould be received 
into Scotland with legantine powers, but cardi- 
nals and natives of the kingdom. 

Many other excellent regulations, which do 
not fall within the province of general hiftory, 
were made by the fame parliament, efpecially 
thofe relating to the internal trade of the king- 
dom, and the prefervation of the game. The 
king, being now twenty-one years of age, 
took entire, poffeffion of the reins of govern- 
ment ; but previous to this, an aft of refump- 
tion paiTed, by which all grants to the prejudice 
of the crown, that had been made in his mi- 
nority, were annulled, excepting thofe beftowed 
on the earl of Bothwel and Sir John Rofs. 
Thofe granted by his father, from the fecond 
of September 1487, were annulled likewife, 
as being derogatory to the memory of the late 
king. Thofe were remarkable afts, and prove 
that the regicides of James the third had flill 
the governing influence in parliament ; though 
it muft be owned that they had exercifed it to 
excellent purpofes. By the common law of 
Scotland, the king might have annulled all that 

had 
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had been done to his prejudice during his mi- a. a 1493. 
nority ; but this aft put it out of his power to 
rehabilitate the perfons who had be^ rewarded 
or diftinguiihed by his father after the above- 
mentioned period, or to deprive the two fa* 
vourites of the fadion of their rewards. James, 
however, did not think himfelf bound not to 
employ the friends of his father in fubfequent 
offices of truft and profit 

The perpetual broils between Henry the fe- Fowig. 
venth and the court of France, and the inability " **"* 
of the' emperor Maximilian, Henry's chief ally, 
to perform his engagements, induced that prince 
to think of binding Scotland to England by 
the neareft ties. Towards the end of this year, 
he appointed Thomas lord Dacre^ Sir Richard 
Salky, and Sir John Mufgrave, as his .pleni-^ 
potentiaries, to meet with thofe of Scotland, 
to fettle fome inconfiderable border-diflferences* 
This commiffion was probably intended as an 
introduction to more ferious negociations ; for 
in the beginning of the year 1494, he appointed i^^ " 
Richard bifhop of Durham,* lord privy-feal; 
Thomas lord Dacre, deputy of prince Henry 
duke of York, and warden of the weft marches; 
Sir William Tyler, captain of the town and 
caftle of Berwic ; with Chriftopher Morely and 
John Cartyngton, to repair to Coldftream by 
the fifteenth of June, Their bufinefs was either 
to prolong the truce, or to conclude a treaty 
for a perpetual peace. The commiffioners for 

James 
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A. D. 14^4. James were, Robert Blackader, archbj&op of 
Glafgow, the biihop of Dunkeld, the carl of 
Morton, tbe prior of St, John of Jerufalcm in 
Scotland, the lords Xyle and Maxwel, the arch- 
deacon of St. Andrew's, fecretary and clerk of 
the rcgifter, John Ogilvy baron of Fingatfh, 
Walter Ker of Cesford, Patric Hume of Faft- 
cafile, and Mr. Richard Lawfon. We know of 
nothing important being done by thofe com- 
miilioners ; Ind the reft of the year paffed -^th 
profound tranquilKty in Scotland (where the 
court was more brilliant than any in Europe) 
and in fruitlefs negociations upon the borders. 
This indccifive ftate of affairs between the two 
nations put Henry upon his guard, cfpedally 
as fome foreign partizans of his famous rival, 
Perkin Warbecfc (whom I ihall hereafter have 
occafion often to mention) were now appearing 
in Scotland, and had J>revailed ^ith the bor- 
derers to threaten an invafion of England. 

1495. On the twcnty-fccottd t>f March 1495, the 

Krett^tth earl of Surry, vice- warden of the weft and mid- 

*^* die marches of England, was commanded to 
mufter all the fenciblc men and horfemen from 
the Trent to the Tweed. The duke of York, 
afterwards Henry the eighth, was appointed 
warden-general ; and the bifhop of Durham, 
Sir William Tyler, John Heyron of Ford, John 
Cartyngtbn, and a gentlemih of the name of 
Ratcliff, were appointed to be the duke's depu- 
ties during his nonage. They had orders not 

only 
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only W watch over the fif^ty of the hbrdtri^ a,p.i49^ 
and particularly of fiet^ic/but td tirain an<^ 
^xetti£6 the inhabitants df, Ndrthumberlahd 
iu the faine itiantier as had bgen pra^ifed by 
Sir HSttiy Pkfcy, Witdfeii of ehc rhitchii. They 
were. likewUe iiiippweted to redrefs grievances^ 
irid^ if the Sc&tS wete fo iflcliiicd^ to prolong 
the peace. ' By this tittife, Menry had fiied hi^ 
eyes upon James as hid fon-in-Uw; nor^ ihdefed^ 
could he have made a better Chdice. Authors 
have^ in a maimer^ been unanimous in telling 
H^^ that he prefelred James as a match for his 
eldeft daughtei*^ and gave his fecpnd tb the 
French kiiig^ becaufe^ in ta(b of a deficiehcy of 
his heirs male, the lefler kingdom moill he id 
acquifition to the larger* Whatever may be in 
this fpetulatidll^ Wi kn&w that Jamgs appointed 
ad his plenipbteiitiaries the i}i&op of Murray, 
Jdhli lord Dl-iiminoiid, Sir WilHarii de Knoll, 
Shr Wiliiate d« Moufrfey of Tullitarden, Sir 
John de Loiiildyi arid Richard Lawfon, clfefk. 
Jkmeg^ at this timc^ Was enipldyiilg hlmfclf 
it the moft latidable aSairi of goverhihent, by 
making a f^fogrifs in perfbh all oVcr his ktng- 
doin, and marking aill th(f grievances of his * 
fubje£{ik^ that they might be reiriedifei Jn the 
^nfuing pafliamettt. Yoting, gay^ and gallant 
aft he wa^^ .he had eftablifhed a inaxim, that' 
lA his reign the rulh-bulh ffl^nld Itecp the cow, 
mdahihg that hial regnlalions ffiould exempt 
the ifil^abitaiftts from the trouble of guarding 
YoL-lV, Mm their 
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SuVi 1495* their cattle ; and it is univerlally allowed by» 
hiftorians, that he brought the honeft part of. 
his fubjeds into a greater ft ate of fecurity than 
had ever been known in that country before. 
Tht cideft While the Scots were in fufpence about the 
EngSia **^ fucccfs of their embafladors, who were to <hufc 
u^'^ a wife for their fovereign, Henry refolved to. 
■wn»se. come at once to his point, by offering James 
the hand of his eldeft daughter, the princefs 
Margaret, in marriage ; for I perceive, that in. 
the month of June this year, he confti^uted the 
bifliops of Durham and Carlifle, Thomas earl 
of Surry, Randolph Nevyle, lord Nevylc, Tho- 
mas lord Dacre, lieutenant of the weft marches 
and Sir William Tyler, his embafladors, or any 
two of them, the bishop of Durham being one, 
to negociate a marriage between the king of 
Scots and his eldeft daughter, the princefs Mar- 
garet. This match, by far the moft illuftrious 
of any in Europe,^ feems to have carried with 
it no temptation for James ; and it is now ne- 
ceffary to enter upon the hiftory of the perfon 
who is commonly called Perkin Warbeck, fo 
far as it is conneded with that of Scotland. 

It does not fs^U within my province to en- 
quire into the reality of the murder of the two 
fons left by Edward the fourth of England, and 
which has been generally imputed to their un- 
cle, Richard, the third. That Richard has been 
loaded with guilt which he never comqDiitted, 
feems to be certain ; and his memory lay un- 

dec 
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dier particular 'difadvantages* Henry the fe* ^•^•^W* 
venth, who fuccceded him, i^as a worfe man 
than Richard; and the whole bufinefs- of his 
life was to exterminate, by the moft bloody, 
-inhuman, means, the remains of the houfe of 
York. The fame barbarous policy prevailed 
during the reigns of his fon, his grandfon, and 
his two grand-daughters ; nor would it have 
been fafe for any fubjeft in' England to have 
profeffed a doubt that Richard the third was 
not the moft bloody tyrant that ever fwaycd 
the fceptre. It was not the intereft of James 
the fixth of Scotland, who fucceeded to the 
croSv'n of England by his defcent from Henry 
the feventh, to contradict this prepoffe£Bon; 
and it was rivetted by the pen of Bacon, a ve- 
nal lawyer, but the greateft phil6fopher of his 
age, who wrote the hiftory of Henry the fe- 
venth. This writer, without f)roducing a fin- 
gle proof that carries with it the face •of au* 
thenticity, has endeavoured to fix the marks 
of impofture upon Perkin ; and after-times have 
adopted the fame notion. Though it is fo- sce Carte, 
reign to my purpofe to enter upon particulars, 
yet whoever confiders the whole complexion 
of that unhappy pretender's hiftory, can fcarcely 
entertain a doubt that he was the fecond fon 
of Edward the fourth, and that he had been 
fcnt fecretly abroad, where he was either re- 
ceived or difcovered by his aunt, the duchefs 
of Burgundy. An Englifh si6l of parliafnent 
M m 2 had 
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A.D.M95. Iiadf already tendaed his birth illegitimatf, 
and had coofequeiitly fecUi^d th^< throne to^ 
Eidiard. 
Hiftoryof Had the duke of Yorfcy fon to E^w^rd the 
wIiI^mL fourth, been then alive* he muft have been 
twenty-one years of age, which was that of 
Perkin. The duke had lived, aec^ording to 
fome hiftorians, eleven years in his^ father's 
court ; fo that hi& perfon, notwithftanding 
the advance of year^, could fcarcely have 
been iniflaken by the g;re9t nobility and 
members of parliament, who had feen Perkin 
abroad, and were free enough unanimoufly to 
fpeak their fentiments, .acknowledged him to 
be the identical duke of York, ^is firft ap* 
pearance as fuch was at the court of his aunt 
the duchefs of Burgundy, who is ridiculoufly 
rcprefented as being privy to the impofture. 
Whatever diflike that princeis could have had 
to Henry the feventh, it is very unlikely that . 
fhe would, without internal cbnviftion, have 
hazarded the lofs of her own revenues (great 
part of which depended upon a trade with 
England) and have deprived her niece's pofte- 
rity of the Engliih crown. The ftriking re* 
femblance which Perkin bore to Edward the 
fourth, the beauty of his pcrfon, and, the gran- 
deur of his manner, are acknowledged by hif^ 
torians theleaft friendly ta his memory. His 
education had. been virtuous, and carefully, 
tended by the duchefs of Burgundy* Upon 
' a breach 
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z lveac]i b^tweeQ Henry and the court of 4« a Has* 
fr^DCC, he hi^d b^ct icBt with an £ngUih lady 
(the l^y Bramptcm) to Portugal, wher? h^ 
wap y^^U ree^y^d by Jahn the fecprid, the 
grealeft pfi^c^ ihat had ever filled that throne# 
After refidiiig ? yeair in Portug^, he went tq 
lireland^ where he wrote to the earlf of DeC* 
mond aqd Kildare, commanding thepi to affifl: 
})Liff^ i|i recoTering his patrimony. Thofe twq 
noUemen did not dare to give hirn cre4it ; and 
he was forced to throw himfelf upon the af« 
i^c^ons of the coii[in!ion people, who being de-i 
voted to the houfe of York, flocked to him 
from all quarters. Beiiig 4e|litute of mpneyt 
ariQS^ and ammunition, his fuccefs in Ireland 
V^as hut indifferent ; s^nd, while he wa$ waiting 
there, Gl^arles the ei|[hth, king of France, fent 
oyer one Frion, who wa^ in his fi^ryice, and. 
had been formerly a kind of ^ iccsfilUry to Ed- 
ward the fourth, to enquire into dli^.trnth of 
the pretender's allegations. Frion (yvho pra^ 
bably could not have been miftaken) no fooner 
f^w Perkin, than he pronounced him to be 
the duke of York, and conducted him, accord* 
iiig to the* orders he had received from Charles, 
to the French court, wher? he was treated 
yrith all the difiindion due to his birth and 
pr^tfsnfions ; nor did Charles entertain, the leaii; 
doi^H of his being Edward the fourth's fonw 
Sir George Nevyle, Sir John Tyler, and about 
VA ^i.ijndred other Englifli gentlemen, recog- 
nized 
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A.D. X4^5. nized him in the fame quality ; and Frion con* 
ftantly refided about his perfon. A royal guard 
was allowed him by the French king ; but the 
treaty of Eftaples, which was concluded be- 
tween Charles and Henry, put a period to the 
hopes of Perkin in that country. That Charles 
aftually believed him to be the true duke of 
York, is evident from his rejefting the mOft 
earncft applications of Henry to deliver him 
up ; nor could he be prevailed upon to deny 
him a rclidence in his kingdom. All he en- 
gaged for was the general ftipulation, which 
parties in treaties mutually agree to, that nei- 
ther would aflift nor abet the enemies' of the 
other. Perkin afterwards repaired again to the 
duchefs of Burgundy's court That princefs 
afFeftcd to be extremely fliy of believing him 
to be the real duke of York ; but whether her 
diftruft arofe from any frefli matter of doubt, 
or from a motive of policy, is uncertain. Per- 
kin appe?.i*ed conftant and uniform, but be- 
comingly modeft, through all his examinations, 
and perfevered in all he had aflerted, though 
he was threatened with imprifonment. All the 
fcruplqs of the duchefs at laft vaniflied. She 
acknowledged him to be the real duke of York, 
gave him the title of England's White Rofc 
(which, was the badge or cognizance of that 
houfe) and affigned him a guard of thirty hal- 
berdiers. Many Englifli noblemen and gentle- 
men, who had known the duke of York in his 

father's 

I 
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father's Ufc-timc, went to the court of the a. 0.14^5^ 
duche& in Flanders, where they recognized 
Perkin as real duke of York ; and Henry ac- 
tually failed in an attempt which he made to 
prove that he had been murdered. The un- 
pqpularity of Henry's government, at this time, 
was undoubtedly of great fervice to Perkin; 
and his pretenfions became foon fo ferious, that 
Henry employed perfons to prove that he was 
by birth the fon of a convert Jew, who was 
a kind of a travelling pedlar through Flanders ; 
and that the duchicfs of Burgundy, through 
the great averiion flie had for the houfe of Lan- 
cs^er, had picked him up, and intruded him 
in the jKirt he was playing. 
. All the effeds of Henry's eameftnefs to dif- 
cover 'the impofture, terminated in vague, un« 
certain, accounts, no two perfons agreeing in 
the fame ; nor even as to his parentage or na« 
tive country. He applied; at lafi, to young 
Philip, archduke of Aufiria (who was fove- 
reigh of the eftates poflefled by the duchefs of 
Burgundy, and fon to the emperor Maximilian) 
for his interpofition with the duchefs for the 
difixiiilion of Perkin, or giving him up to juf* 
tice. Lord Bacon has giyen us the ipeech of 
Warham (one of Henry's embafladors, and 
afterwards archbiihop of Canterbury) to Phi^ 
lip, endeavouring to prove the impofture of 
Perkin; but all his allegations are vague, full 
of declamation, and without any evidence to 

fupport 
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A. D. 1495- fupport theiri. Tlife anfwet ffetumed by the 
FlemUh minifirjr was, that th^ ducliiefs of Bui-- 
gUiidy Waft xni&rfefs ^ her oWn dbrilinionS) atid 
that they had no controiil upon her condttd ; 
but that their tnafter would inviolably' prt- 
ferve peaee with the king of Eiiglaild itHhtf 
k>6ked ufori this anfwer to be, as ind^fed it 
waS) no better than an evafion, ahd baniihiid 
the Flemings out of England ; and hftVihg 
gained over Sir Robert Cliffbf d, one of l^ferkin's 
ftf ongeft partil^an^, he catiie to the knowledge 
cJf the fttength of his party ift fengland^ miiiy 
of whom he arrefted, and puiiiihed fome Capi-i' 
tally. Among the latter was Sir Wifiiaita Stan* 
ley, brother ta the earl Of Derby, and (^ great 
a fubjea^ that H^niy owed i& him hk trot^rn. 
This Stanly was beheaded i>tAj for fayiflg M 
Sit Robert Clifford, that if he Wi» convinted 
Pefkiti was the true duke of York, he would 
not draw his fwOrd againft hita. SUch execo- 
r tiofls ferved only to render Henry more and mord 
unpopular* He encreafed his vigilance, efpe^^ 
iialiy over Ireland, where he imagined the pre^ 
tender had many friends $ and the \l?lemiisg^ 
; being e:^tremely imeaiy at the interruption of 

, their commerce with England^ Ferkifit 6ecam€ 
> apprehenfive tfeathe cottld not be lofig fhel- 
tered in f'lafideifSi 

He gathered together a ntfttbe^ Of advent 
turers of all ranks and nations^ and prOcnring 
ftnne Ihipping^ he appeared cfff ih^ j^eMiih 

coaft* 
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coaft* Henry was, at that timej upon a pro- a. d. 1491. 
grefs in the North, but had taken particular 
care to^ provide againft any defcent upon Kent^ 
and a fmall party of the invaders venturing to 
land, many of them were killed, and an hun- 
dred and fixty-nine taken prifoners, of whom 
no fewer than an hundred and fifty were exe- 
cuted. Perkin, thus difappointed, fleered his 
courfe towards Ireland, which Henry had been 
at uncommon pains to fccure to his allegiance. / 
He had found misans to gain over the earl of 
Defmond, the pretender'^ moft powerful par- 
tizan in that country ; and Perkin meeting with 
lefs encouragement there than he had done in 
£ngland, fet fail,, with about fix hundred at- 
tendants, for Scotland, fo that his hiftory now 
becomes conneded with my fiibjeA. 

This year, the parliament met at Edinburgh, »49«» 
and, among other regulations, took under its 
confideration the ftate of the courts of juftice 
an Scotland. No attention had been paid to 
many of the regulations of -the late reign, par- 
ticularly thofe for abolifhing hereditary jurif- 
didion, which had now reverted to their 
owners. It. was with concern that James and 
his minifters faw many of thofe hereditary 
judges grofsly ignorant both of all human lite- 
i:ature, and the laws and conftitution of their 
country ; a confideration which prefented a 
melancholy profped to future times, and un- 
born generations. In order to remedy tii^cVil, - 
• Vol. IV. . N n one 
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A. D. 1496. one of the noblefti-wifeft, and moft' humane 
acts paffed in this parliament, that the hiftory 
of any nation can produce, importing, ^ That 
all barons, and freeholders of fubftance, fiiould 
henceforth fend their eldeft fon and heir to the 
gramms^r-fchool at ^ight or nine years old^ 
there to remain till they had attained a perfeft 
mafteiy of the Latin, when they were. to be 
removed to the colleges where the arts and, law 
were taught, at which places they were to con- 
tinue three years J to the.end (fays the record) 
that juftice might reign univerfally through.the 
realm,, all judges ordinary under his highnefs 
having knowledge (o do juftice.'' Such were 
the cares of the Scotch legiflature for promote 
ing polite literature among Uy men of rank and 
property in their country, at a time when the 
laity of England, France, and other part's of 
Europe, Were plunged in barbarifm, and when 
they were obliged^ on that account, to chufe 
their ilatefmcn and judges from the body of 
the clergy. - 

This fpirit was, ijqt a great meafure, owing 
to that^ excellent preUte, Elphinftqn bifhop of 
Abeerdeeui and chancellor of Scotland. He 
had been educated-in France, where he faw all 
the civil trufts pf the kingdom veft^d in church-* 
men. IJpon l)is^ rej:qrn to his own country, 
h.e was employed, u/ider the ISteTeign in fevc^ 
ral eml?affies, of grc^t .weight and|Corifequerice^ 
^ndgO^iped fo. mju^b crjs4lt skbroad, that pope 
- ^ n /' , . . Alex* 
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Alexander, in tjie year 1.4514^ -Ratified him ih, a^d.u^s^ 
his earneft fipjilkitation forexe^^iog an univeriky, 
at Aber4eep{;b3r; granting, i^im a bull fgr; that 
purppfe. A3 be was hiie£^£.b4rn at Glg%f)w^ 
it ijB^ probable that hUfoiBJdiifg the univerfity; 
of AbeFd§eB,*^and the tpaiiy. noble woi]k$ he 
erecled;tl^j^e^r particularly the bridge vipon.the 
Dee^ at aii iq^fiijsnfe ejCpefnce, was owing to 
the happy ?jBF?fts which: he pbferved the like 
inftitutionfit'had^ii^ t^e fqut^eri^ parts of the 
country, by fpft^ing the. tempers, and polifc- 
ing the manner^i of the inhabitants. They of 
the North, were, as yet^ 4cO;itute of thofe ad- 
vantages, axid his eredidn 1va3 attended with * 
wonderful fuccefs; but 1/ Ihall have ,occafion 
hereafter to nxention this illuftrious prelate. 

The conduft q£ James, at this period, is un- conduft o 
accountable. I^e had entered into a treaty of w*'<*» ^"» 
marriaga j^ith the eldeft daughter of Henry, 
and he fs *boi|t to efpoufe the caufe qf 3 pre- 
tender . to his crown.. Toyw^hat other caufe 
can we attribute fq unnatural a behaviour, th;m 
that of l^is, hereditary predilection for Finance, 
and ayeipfioiljfqr Englaad? The duchefs of 
Burgundy.hadnotonlyjicriielf wrote to James, 
but had prevailed with the French king and 
Maxiniilifi^ to recommend the caufe and pro- 
tedion of Perkin to him in the ftrongeft man-* 
ner. James had in hisdifpofition a romantic turn. 
He h^4 feen Perkin received by the greateft 
prince oa the contiaeqt a^ the true heir to 

N n 2 the 
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A. 0*1496. the crown of England; he had heard of no^ 
thing that was folidt or indeed probable, to 
contradid his claim ; and, upon the whole, it 
iieems to be certain that he believed him to be 
the real duke of York. He confidered this as a 
glorious opportunity for afiifting the caufe of 
injured innocence, in the perfon of a fovercign 
printe. He received Perkin and his followers 
with great ftate at Edinburgh, while the ap- 
pearance and converfation of Perkin* exceeded 
the moft fanguine ex^ftations of James. He 
had then at his court one of the greateft beau- 
ties of that age, and the moft virtuous of wo- 
men, the lady Catharine Gordon, daughter to 
the earl of Huntley, whofe blood was allied to 
that of the royal family. Perkin fell in love 
with this lady, and James gave him her hand 
in marriage. 

A declaration or manifefto was next pre- 
pared, in the name of Richard duke oif York ; 
and James, whofe dominions were then in an 
excellent condition, raifed an army to replace 
him in his undoubted right The declaration 
is curious and artful. It recapitulates all the 
y tyrannical afts of Henry, and his Moody pro- 

ceedings againft Perjdn's friends; but oflFers 
pardon to all who ihould join him in his at- 
tempt to regain his right, with a thoufand 
pounds in ready money, and ^n hundred marks 
yearly of landed eftate, to any one who Ihould 
kill or take Henry Tudor. Upon James's en- 
tering 
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tering Northumberland at the head of his army, ^* ^* *^^' 
this manifefto was difperfed, but with little 
cffeft, which' was a moft dreadful difappoint- 
ment to James. The northern counties had 
always been remarkabrle for their attachment 
to the hoiife of l.ancafter ; nor can it be rea- 
fonably fuppofed that the partizans of the houfe 
of York would be fond of a fovereign recom- 
mended to them by a king of Scotland at the 
head of his army* There is the ftrongeft rea- 
fon to believe, that Perkin had given James 
aflurances of a riling in the fouth of England, 
which accordingly happened in Cornwal ; but 
the infurgents were defeated, and their ring, 
leaders put to death. James was, at that time, 
befieging the caftle of Norham, and had laid 
the neighbouring country under military exe- 
cutions for not receiving their lawful fove- 
reign, who protefted to James, that he would 
rather lay afide all thoughts of a crown, than 
purchafe it by the bloodfhed and devaftations 
which he daily beheld. James, by this time, 
thought he had gone too far, as he found the 
Engliih fo averfe to the pretender ; and he an- 
fwered hini with fouie peeviflmefsj that he was 
greatly concerned for a country to which, ac- 
cording to all appearances, his right was very 
doubtful. 

The news of the invafion of England by the He Simdet 
Scots, and the breach of the truce, was re- 
ceived with great indignation by the Engliih . 

par- 
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A.i>»i496. parliament Polydore Virgil, a foreign hifto- 
rian, fays, that when James entered England, 
he fenti^cforc him, by way pf advanced guard, 
a body of horfe, who reconnoitred thp coun- 
try, and made their repcwrtiJiat it wa^: wholly 
unprovided of defence ; ncff. did hc^ proceed to 
military execution, till he loft all hopes of the 
pretender being joined by the inhabitant^/ Hen- 
ry's inaftion was occafioned partly J^y -ti^e Cor- 
niih rebellion, and partly by the d^pgijfl^pce he 
had on the marriage:treaty, which fyv»jB flill^in, 
agitation. It was on the thirteenth; i^fF^ebruary 
H97» ^49.7» before he ordered a commifiic^i.-pf array 
againft the Scots, whom he bitterly accufed, in 
his commiffion, of murdering and fjeftroyihg 
bis fubjecls, without regard, to age or fex; and 
that their barbarities exceeded all tho£? of for- 
mer times. He had been liberally fijipported 
by his parliament, both \ to. crufe. the; Cqrnilh 
rebellion and the Scotch inyafipn. No fooner 
yras;,the former fuppreffed, than jtl^e earl of 
Surry, who was Henry's warden and general 
in the North, and >vJiohad hith(|rtc)r lain iii- 
adive, was joined from the South by a ftrong 
reinforcement, which rendering hi? force fu- 
perioi* to that of James, he marched to the re- 
lief of Norharti-caftle. That fort had been well 
furnifhed with all the means of defence by the 
famoufe bifiiop Fox> who was now bifhop of 
Durham ; and James, thinking he had done 
enough in point of honour, hearing of the earl's 

march. 
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march, tetired to Scotland, ^but could iiot pre- a.d. «49r« 
vent the EngKfli from becoming nxallcifs: of the 
cafttevof Ayton.. < * , 

Aay prince but one of iHenry's cool, flegma- An acccm- 
tic, difpofition, would have rcfented, in the 
firongeft terms, aii inyafion attended with 
fuch ^ggrivating circumftances ; but it ferved 
only to accelerate an accommpdation -betweeii 
the. two crowns. The daughter of the king 
and queen of Spain, two princes of the fame 
difpofi^tions with Henry himfelf, was, at this 
time, clpoufed by the prince of Wales. What 
opinion they had of Perkin's right is uncertain ; 
but they could not be eafy while he was fo 
powerfully protefted in Scotland. They had 
again and again expreffed their apprehenfions 
on that head to Henry, and he refolved to fa^ 
orifice all confiderations to their friendfliip. 
They had already nominated Peter d'Ayala, 
one of the ableft negociators of his time, to be 
their cmb^ffador with Henry, and, in fact, to 
mediate a peace with Scotland. The earl of 
Surry had b6en recalled to England immedi- 
ately after he had taken the caftle of Ay ton * 
and Henry had propofed to refume the treaty 
of niarriage, and had appointed the bilhop of 
Carlifle, Sir Thomas Dacre, Dr. Warfiani, and 
Henry Wyat, to be his commilfioners for that 
purpcrfe. James, who now heartily repented Rymer,wi. 
of his lite expediticfti, embraced the propofal, ^^^P'^^o. 
and noimnatedforbis <:ommijIioners William 
.. .:, Elphin- 
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A.D.1497. Elphinfton, bifliop of Aberdeen, and keeper 
. of the privy.fcal, Andrew Foreman, apoftolic 
prothonotary. Sir Patric Hume of Faftcaftle, 
and Mr. Richard Lawfon, clerk to the court of 
jufticiary. The commiffioners on bofch parts 
had feveral meetings at Ayton; but the nego- 
ciation meeting with great difficulties, they 
agreed to refer their differences to d'Ayala, 
who had been furniflied with full powers to 
take upon him the negociation. He therefore 
immediately repaired to the court of James, 
to whom he prefented his credentials, and met 
with a moft favourable reception. 
l«mfspro- , Though thc greateft harmony fubfifled at 

ttfU Pcrkin r- ^- % ^ t ,•. 

Warbcck, tms time between James and his fubjeds, yet 
many of them had been fecretly gained over 
by Henry's gold, and others had openly dif- 
approved of the late invafion in favour of Per- 
• kin. The difpofitions of the latter tallied with 
thofe of James ; and the two kings agreeing to 
ftand to the award of d'Ayala, a feven years 
truce was agreed upon for their refpeftive do- 
minions, and their allies. The confervators of 
this truce, on the part of Scotland, were the 
bilhops of Aberdeen and Galloway, the lords 
Borthwic and Seton, Sir Patric Hume of Faft- 
caftle, and Mr. William Lawfon. By a feparate 
article between d'Ayala and William Warham, 
the faid truce was prolonged during the life* 
time of both kings, and a full year after the 
death of the longeft liver. Notwithftanding 

thig 
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this trtice, the negociation met with great dif» A.ai49i« 
ficulties. The Englifli infifted upon receiving 
an indemnification for the breach of the truce^ 
and for the damage that had been done to their 
Country during the late invafion. This being 
abfolutely refufed by the Scots, the Englifli 
Commiffioners warmly itifified upon the pre- 
tender's perfon being delivered up to their ihaf- 
ter. This was a meafure which was highly 
cohfiftentwith the honour as well as the intereft 
of James to have complied with, had he be-* 
lieved Perkin to have been an impoftor; but 
he thought the proofs of his allegations werd 
fo ftrong, that he could not abandon him ; and ^ 
indeed all the other powers in Europe feem to 
have been of the fame opinion. Abercrpiiiby 
is fo abfurd as to fay, that James protefted 
him even after he was convinced of his being ^ 
an impoftor, becaufe he had called him duke of 
York, made war in his name, and married him 
to his kinfwoman; but thofe were the very 
reafons why Perkin ought to have been deli- 
vered up to juftice, as they were the effeds of 
moft infamous forgeries. All that James could! 
be, brought to confent to by the Spanifli and 
Englifli minifters, was to fend Perkin out of 
Scotland, but in an honourable manner. 

James accordingly fent for the unfortunate and dif- 
adventurer, who received tht news with a hoaounW* 
magnanimous refignation, throwing the blame 
of all upon his own ill fortune, which would^ 

Vol. IV. , Oo not 
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A.b. 1498. wic, the undoubted heir male of the York ft[- 
mily, was afterwards executed for treafon. 

Notwithftanding the pretended decl^rs^tion 
that had been publiihed of Perkia's itnpofition^ 
the king and queen of Spain would not con- 
fent to finifh the nxarriage-treaty between their 
daughter Catharine and the prince of Wales, 
till Perkin and the earl of Wairwic were put tp 
death ; which occ^fioned that . hitter rcBc&ioTL 
which afterwards fell from Catharine^ that her 
marriage muft be unprofperous^ becaufe it was 
fealed in blood. Thus much: I have tho\tght 
proper tofay of this famous adreijturer, whofe 
vindication is connected widi the hiftory o£ 
the excellent prince which I am now writing. 
All I ihall add is, that before the publication of 
Mr, Rymer's CoUedion, neither the Scotch nor 
Englifh hiftorians mention any treaty of mar« 
riage being on foot between James and the. 
eldeft princefs of England. * 
MtrtStge That James was a very cold lover, feems ta 
pro^eding.. ^ ^^^ ^y ^^^^^ . £^ though he ratified all 

that had been agreed upon by c^Ayala and his 
minifters, and though Henry had done the 
fame; yet wc find no advances on his fide for 
the marriage. This might be partly occafioned 
by the yoijth of the princefs, who was only, 
at the time I treat of, ten years of age ; but I 
am inclined to think that other obftacl^ in- 
terpofed. Some of the moft confiderable of 
Henry's fubjeds ftrenuoufly oppofed the match 

in 
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m council; but tliey;wcre anfwered by Henry ^•i>;»49«« 
in the terms I Iiavc already mentioned» that; 
fuppofing a failure of all his other iflue^ and 
thattha crowuof England Qiould defcend to 
the progeay pf that marriage, yet ftill Scotland 
would become an acquifition to England. The 
Q{>po^tion, however, was fo fiubborn, that it 
fui|)ended» for fome. time, the conclufipn of 
the treaty, and James hinted to Henry, that he, 
thought himfelf extremely ill ufed ; but an in- 
cident now happened which bade fair to rcr, 
kindly the flames pf war between the two na- 
tion^ 

A fi^w Scotch young gentlemen, inhabitants D"g««« 
of the borders, had, during the holici^y;s, made with sog* 
a pra6Uce of Spending fome time in merriment, 
and jollity at Norham, which was then in the' 
hand9 of the EngUfli. The officers and foldiers 
of the garrifon being difgufted by their fre- 
quent vifits, which, they faid, was. only to 
diicQver the ftrength or weaknefs of the place, 
a quarrel enfued» in which fome of the Scots 
were killed upon the fpot. When this faft 
was related to James (who was akeady fuffi- 
ciently ruffled with the behaviour of the Eng- 
lilb council) he fwore in a paifiotl, that no- 
thing in the courfe of pature was noore certain, 
than that there could be no peace between the 
people of Scotland and England. Before he 
would do himfelf juftice by force, he difpatched 
a heraM to Hairy» with a formal complaint of 

what 
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A.D.14'99: what had happened, and, if iatirfaftion wasTe*. 
fufed, with orders to denounce war. Henry re- 
ceived the meffage as he was preparing to march 
againft the Cornifh men ; and, aftci* treating the 
herald with the greateft politencfs, he returned 
for anfwer, thiat what had happened was en* 
tirely without^ his knowledge, and againft his> 
intention ; and that if his fubjefts fiould be 
fotind to have been the aggreffors, James fhould 
receive all the fatisfadion he could require im 
the terms of treaties. 
Thenar- '^ Jamcs was for from being fetisfied with this 



anfwer, which he faid was evafive and dila* 
tory; and Henry fen t orders to the bifliop of 
Durham, who was the owner of Norham<af- 
tle, to do all he could to appeafe him. This 
prelate, who was one of the ableft negociators 
of his time, knew Henry's moft inward fenti- 
ments, and that there was nothing he wi&ed 
more to avoid than a breach with Scotland. 
He wrote to James an apology in terms fo' 
fbbmiffive, that the latter was mollified, but: 
intimated to the bifhop, that he fliould be glad 
to fee him at Melros, to treat with him upon 
other matters that remained to be adjufted be- 
tween him and Henry. The interview accord- 
»5co* ingly took place ; and it was eafy for the bifhop 
to fee that the real grounds of the king's re- 
fentment arofe from the manner in which he 
had been treated in the affair of the marriage* 
The bifhop having communicated this intelli-^ 

gence 
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gcnce to Henry, the king fent him orders tQ a.d. isoow 
remove, at any rate, all impediments to a good 
underftanding with James, without lofing. a 
moment As the bride was no more than ten 
years and fix months old, and in the fourth 
degree of blood to James, it was neceffary to 
have a difpenfation from his holinefs, which 
Was accordingly obtained; but, in the mean 
time, it was neceffary to fettle all matters in 
difpiite between the two nations. The arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, the bilhop of Winchef- 
ter, and the earl of Surry, were the Englifh 
plenipotentiaries for this purpofe. Thofe for 
Scotland were, Robert archbifliop of Glafgow, 
Patric earl of Bothwel, great admiral of Scot- 
land,- and warden of the Weft marches, and 
Andrew bifhop of Murray. Their plenipoten- 
tiary ppwers are dated at Stirling the eighth of 
Oftober 15.01; and in Jatiuary following, the 
marriage articles, and a treaty of perpetual 
peace, were concluded at Richmond. As this 
was one of the moft important tranfa6lions that 
had ever paffed between the two crowns, I Ihall 
make no apology for laying the articles them- 
felves before my reader. 

" Firft, That James king of Scotland Ihall, Thetmi- 
at Candlemas next, in perfon, or by his proxy, ***^ 
marry ^e princefs Margaret (who, on the laft 
day of November by paffed, had attained to 
the full age of twelve years) and that no ex- 
ceptions Ibail be made againft their confan- 

guinity 
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A. a 1501. guinity or affinity, both having been before- 
hand difpcnfed with by the foyereign pontiff. 

« Secondly, That the faid princefs fliall be 
convoyed, at the charges of the faid king her 
, father, and delivered to her faid hufband, or 
to any impowered by him to receive her, at 
Lamberton-kirk, about the beginning of Sep- 
tember 1503, and not till then. ' % 

*< Thirdly, That before the firft day of July 
1503, the faid princefs fhall be legally in feft 
and feized in all the lands, caftles, &c. which 
the queens dowagers of Scotland ufually enjoy ; 
and if all thefe lands be not found to yield the 
yearly revenue of two'thoufand pounds Englifh, 
or, which was then the fame, fix thoufand 
pounds Scots money, that her faid hufband 
fhall afUgn her as many other lands as will 
make up the deficiency. 

*« Fourthly, That the faid princefe fhall he 
allowed to, have always by her, at leaft, twenty- 
four^ fervants of the Englifh nation, men or 
women, as fhe fhall incline, over and above 
her ScGttifh domeflics ; and that all thefe fhall 
be entertained at the charges of the king her 
hufband, who. fhall giVe her every year the 
. fum of a thoufand pounds Scots, or five hun- 
dred merks flerling, by equal proportions, at 
the feafts of Eafler and Michaelmas, to be dif- 
pofed of at her pleafure, 

"Fifthly, That, in cafe of the death of the 
(aid king her hufband, f&e fhall be allowed to 

rcfide 
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refide within or without the kingdom of Scot- a. d. 1501. 
land^ as Ihe (hall think fit; and that although 
ihe ihould chufe to refide without the king- 
dom, yet her whole jointure, amounting to 
the aforefaid fum of two thouiand pounds iter^ 
ling, or fix thoufand pounds Scots, Ihall be 
faithfully paidt 

*« Sixthly, That the king her father Ihall pay 
for her portion, to the faid. king James her 
huiband, thirty thou&nd pieces of gold, ealled 
angel-nobles, or the equivalent in the current 
coin of England ; whereof ten thoufand be paid 
at Edinburgh, eight days after the confujnma* 
tion of the marriage, other ten thoufand on 
the fame day of the enfuing year 1504, at Gold** 
kigham, and the kft ten thoufand towards the 
end of the next year 1505. 

** Seventhly, That, in cafe the faid princefs 
ihall chance to die without iffue, before the 
complete payment of her portion, the remain- 
der unpaid Ihall \)e no more due ; but, if Ihe 
fliall chance to leave iflue behind, then the 
whole ihall be faithfully paid, as if ihe was 
alive.'^ 

At the fame time, a peace Was concluded be* 
tween the two kingdoms, upon the following 
terms: 

«* Firft, That, in all times to come, there 
fiiall be a fincere, complete, anid inviolable 
peace^ friendihip, and league between the moll 
tUufh*ious and excellent princes, James king 



29^ THEHISTORY 

A.P.1501. of Scotland, and Heniy king of England, their 
hdrs and lawful hereditary (ucceiTors, their 
kingdoms, and fubjeds, whether ecdefiaftic or 
laic, &c. 

** Secondly, That neither of the faid kings 
flKtU favour the rebellious fubjeds of the other, 
directly or indiredly, but fhall, on the contrary, 
commit them to prifon, as foon as they are 
known to be fuch. 

« Thirdly, That all fafe-condudb granted^ or 
promifes made, to any of the Knglifli rebels by 
king James^ &all be recalled^ and never re^ 
newed ; and vice verfa. 

** Fourthly, If either of the faid kings ihall 
be attacked by another emperor, king, prince^ 
&c. that the king who is not attacked ihall 
affift him who is, as foon, and with as many 
forces, as (hall be required, provided that thefe 
forces be maintained at the charges 6f that king 
to whofe affiftance they ihall be fent. 

« Fifthly, That the king ^f Scotland ihall 
not moleft nor befiege the town or caftle of 
Berwic; nor ihall the inhabitants thereof give 
any difturbance to the fubjeds of the iaid king 
of Scotland. 

. ^ SixtKly, That the fifth garth of Eik ihall 
be equally free to the fubjed:s of both kingdoms^ 
:fo that either the Scots or Engliih may break 
or repair, without being quarrdtled by either 
of the kings. 

** SeventUjr, 
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«< Seventhly, That the allies of both kings A.D.isai.- 
fliall be coniprehended in the treaty ; namely,* 
the king of the Romans, Lewis king of the^ 
French, the kings of Spain, Portugal, and. 
Denmark, the archduke ctf Auflris^, the dukes 
of Venice, Ferrara, and Savoy, and the Hanfe- 
towns of Germany, on the part of king Henry ; 
and on that ofs king James, Lewis king of' 
France, John king of Denmark, the^ king of 
Spain, the king of the Romans, the archduke, 
of Auftria, the dukes of Gueldres, Alface, and- 
Cleves, and marquis of Brandcnburgh. That 
aiU thefe ihall be informed of the treaty, and 
invited to come into it within eight months ; 
and, if they do not accept of the oflfer, they , 
are, in that cafe, to be confidered as uncon- 
cerned : as alfo, that, if the king of England 
fhall chance to make war with any of the faid 
allies of the kiog of Scotland, the faid king of 
Scotland may affift his faid ally Y^ith auxiliary 
forces, to be fent to his affift^nce and defence i 
but Ihall not offer to make a diversion on his 
behalf, by attempting any thing againfl £ng-i 
land itfelf, et vice verja ; fo that the peace be- 
tween the two kingdoms (hall remain inviolable 
as before* 

« Eighthly, In cafe (which God forbid) that 
the £iid king James or princefs Margaret Ihould 
die before the confummation of th^ir mar-* 
riage, the peace fhall neverthelefs continue, 
vnleili dther of the kings, their heirs or fuc- 
P p 2 ceffors. 
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A.p,i5oi. ccffors, do make known to the other, within 
two month3 after the deceafe of the faid king 
or princefi, that he will not adhere t6 the 
treaty. And, 

^ Ninthly, In that cafe, that is to fay, altho' 
the peace fliould not take effea, by reafon of 
the death of either of the parties, or near de- 
livery of the princefs, at the time appointed, 
yet the truce formerly concluded fliall continue 
during the life of both the faid kings, and one 
^ear longer; 

<< Tenthly, That both kings ihall obtain a 
ratification of the prefent treaty from the pop^ 
before the firft day of July 1503 ; and that th^ 
party-breaker Ihall fubmit himfelf to the fen-» 
tence of excommunication, and be actually ex-< 
communicated." 
Modendon This may be called the firft peace which had 
Sx/fcwtb, been made for an hundred and feventy years, 
that is, fince the treaty between Robert the 
firft and Edward the third of England, which 
was ratified by the Englifh parliament at Not* 
tingham^ that bade fair to reftore a permanent 
tranquillity between the two kingdoms. The 
reader will naturally perceive, that Henry had 
dropped all mention of that ftiperiority over 
Scotland, which had drawn deluges of blood 
from the fubjefts of both kingdoms. The town 
?ind caftle of Berwic were indeed ceded to the 
Englilh, but they were already in poiTefiSon of 
. both} and they had been a perpetual fburcc 

to 
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to the Scots of wars always unavailing, and a*i>«'So». 
often unfucce&ful. No mention was made of 
the Ifle of Han, by whkh the pofleflion of it 
was tacitly left to the Engliih, who had long 
held it ; nor indeed could it have been of the 
leail confequence to Scotland, without an ab- 
folute iiiperiority by fca. Upon the whole, it 
is evident, that Henry moft fincerely laboured 
to extinguiih all feeds of di£Ferences between 
the two nations. The more readily to efFed 
this, the ftate of the borders came under the 
cognizance of the commiflioners ; and as they 
foi^qed two feparate ftates, which were not to 
be regulated but by^ laws and ufages peculiar 
to themfelves, the beft and moft lafting methods 
were taken for that purpofe. 

Henry, wife and provident as he was, was »sm. 
far from gaining his ends of James, whofe diC- ^^n to 
pofitions were the reverfe of his. He had, Umes fnm 
agreeable to his fordid character, given the "**** 
bifhop of Murray, one of the Scotch emba^Ei* 
dors, a lift of the names and appointments of 
thofe who were to attend his daughter in the 
Scottifli court, defiring the prelate to tranfinit 
it to James, that provifion might accordingly 
be made for their payment. James was gal- 
lant enough not to difpute his father-in-law's 
arrangements ; but he hinted tp him, that he 
had no right to prefcribe the appointments 
which were to be paid to his wife's domeftics, 
Henry was not fo fuccefsful in another attempt 

he 



a^4 THE HI S -T O R Y 

A.IMSQS* he made in his political capacity. One of his 
great views in completing the match, waste 
detach James from his connexions with the 
crown of France ; and it is furpriiing, as this 
wan a matter which Henry had £o much at 
heart, that fome exprefs provifion was not. 
made for it in the treaty. No fooner were the 
marriage articles figned, than Henry wrote to 
his right dear and entirely beloved fon, inti* 
mating, that as by the late treaty, and the 
bonds of affinity entered into between the two 
crown^, Scotland could no longer fland in need 
of French ailiftance; he therefore hoped that 
James wotild fufpend his renewal of the old 
league with the French crown, at leaft for fome 
time. This letter, which was dated the twen- 
ty-feventh of June, and delivered to James by 
Sir John Hume of Duns, is a proof how little 
Henry knew of his fon-in-law's - fentiments. 
James, however, anfwered him with great po- 
Jitenefs, that, though he faw no reafon why his 
deareft father fhould infill upon fuch a delay^ 
yet he was willing to oblige him, by deferring 
the confirmation till they fhould have an inter- 
view together, or he fhould be better adviiied. 
James added, that it had been ufual to confirm 
the league between the kings of France and 
Scotland upon the death of either. / 

Henry ratified the late treaty at Weftminfler 
on the thirty-firft of Od:ober, in prefence of his 
own nobility and the Scotch embailadors. When 

James 
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James came to pierfofm the fame ceremony in A.ai5o», 
the high-church of Glafgow, in prcfence of the 
Engliih embailadocs. Sir Thomas Darcy and 
Mr. Henry Babington, he gave a moft fignal 
proof of his pi'^dxledion for his French allies ; 
fbr he refufed to fwfear to the peace till the dc* 
fignatiion of king of France was ftruck out of 
Henry's titles; and in this he feefes to have 
been fecondcd by the chief of hie nobility, who 
wcrd prefent upon the odcftfion, Which hap- 
pened bn the tenth of December; • This beha- 
viour of James is the more remarkable, as his 
bride wiasi^ftbt yet arrived. 

On the eleventh of March' 1503, a parlia- ^»so|- 
ment inet at Edinburgh. From their proceed^ 
ings, which are upon record, it appears, that 
thdr main bufinefs was to introduce into the 
Highlands the £ime cousfe of juftice that pre- 
vailed in the Lowlands, where A profound 
tranquility now reigned, and every fubjeft 
fubmitted himfel( to the civil power. This 
was far from being the cafe of the Highlanders, 
whofc country was iinacceffible to the julliciary 
lords, the iherifis, and the peace-officers. Thofe 
diforders feem,in a great meafiire, to have been 
fed from the neighbouring ifles, where the 
inhabitants had no idea of any other obedience, 
but that which was due to their barbarous 
chieftains. For remedying thofe evils, it was 
ordained, « That for the future juftices and 
flierifis ihould be deputed to the& parts ; thoie. 

for 
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A. a 150$. Sot. the northern ifies holding their courtt 
' either at Invernefs or Dihgwall, whila the de<« 
puties for the fouth ifles flioiild fit in the Tar* 
bar of Loehkin-kerane." The like regulations 
were made for thofe parts of the iflands that 
lay between Badenoch and Lorn;, and the ad** 
jacent country. It is obfervabley that the lord* 
Ihip of Lorn^ as well as the Me of Man, had, 
in all negociations but the lafir^ been excepted 
out of the treaties between Scotland and Eng-^ 
land, and the regulations of this pajrliament 
partly account for the reaCOn of th^ fingulaf 
rity ; for the record fays, that ^* that lordihip 
had been out of ufc to come to juftice*airs.?' It 
^ was therefore enaded,. «* That for the future 
the inhabitajQts of Powart, Glentowart, and 
the lordihip of Lorn, fliould attend thofe courts 
at Perth *" In fhort, proper places of rcfort 
for juftice were appointed all over the High^ 
lands; nor is dxere occai^o that I ihould be 
more particular. The county of Ijavernefs was 

. ' • I fufpe6i:, that ever fincc the death of that lord of Lorn» 
whofe name was Macdowal or Macdougal, and who was the 
^reat enemy of Robert Bruce» the tenants, or rather fubjef^s, of 
his eflates (which comprehended all Argyleihire, with a. great 
part of Galloway and the Highlands^ all' ^hich originally went 
under the name of the lordihip of I^orn) had a nominal depen* 
dence upon the kings of England, who might not think proper 
formally to.relinquifh their claim, though they made no advan- 
tages by it, the people tliemfelves braoig governed by their petty 
chieftains, who, as appears by this aft, had never fubmitted to 
the laws of Scotland. The independency of that kingdom being 
folly afcertained by the late treaty, Henry had no farther pre- 
tence to keep up any claim that arofe from the pretended fupe- 
riority of his predeceiTors over Scotiaidt 

fo 
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fodlarge^ that the, parliament ftatuted, "That a, p. 1503, 

a fheriff Ihould be appointed for Rpfs^ to admi« 

nifter juftice in Thane or Dingwall ; another 

being commiffioned for the diocefe of Caith^ 

ncfs, to hold his courts either at Dornock or 

Wick, as the c^ufes might require: yet cri-! 

minal actions committed within the iheriffdoma 

of Invernefs, Rofs, and Caithnefs, were ftill « 

to be tried at the juftice-airs of Invernefs/^ 

Perthlhire^ which in extent was next to Inver- 

&e£s, wa$ put under fimilar regulations and i 

divifions; nor was there a fpot in Scotland 

where the inhabitants were not r.endered amen* 

able to civil and jufticiary courts. Such were 

the meafures provided for the peace of the . 

Highlands ; and thofe for the execution, of juf- 

tice in the Low-Countries were equally - wife 

and vigorous. 

Civil caufes had become very numerous^ 
through want of time within. the /ftatute-days 
(or, as -the Englilh caU it, the .Term) allotted 
for adjudging them ; ib that fame of them had 
bedh delayed from year to year. It was there- 
fore enafted, " That his majefty ihould nomi- 
Wte a coundl * to fit at Edinburgh, or where 
he refided, for the daily decifion of complaints 
as they fhould occur, and to have the fame 
powers as the lords of feffion, it being notified 
to the people when and where they were to 

• The defignation of the prcfent fenators of juftice ia ScotlaiiJ 
b the lords of council and feflioa. ^ 

- Vol. IV. C^q fit." 
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A. D. 1503. fit'' The prafticc of murder cotitinuing but 
too frequent, the king (I fuppofe by the lords 
of articles) recommended to his parliament to 
provide fome remedy for this growing evil, 
which he knew arofe from the hopes the cri- 
minals had of obtaining remiffions. Tlie re- 
medy the parliament fell upon was pretty ex- 
traordinary.; for they enadled, " That no par- 
don fhould pafs for premeditated niurder j" i)Ut, 
at the fame time, they put it in the power of 
James to make a fpecial revocation of the fta- 
tute, whenever he was permitted fo to do hf 
the decreafe of that horrid practice. 
Its excel- Th^ moft excellent regulations were made 

lionr'"** by the fame parliament for- encouraging the 
importation of bullion, and for keeping gold 
' and filver within the realm. Provifions were 
' nlade for the improvement of agriculture } and 
as the wood of Scotland was almoft defiroyed, 
on account of the fiaiall fines annexed to the 
<>fience, the old laws for encouraging planting 
were revived ; and that every freeholder fhould 
make parks for deer and rabbits, build dove* 
cots, plant hedges and orchards, and at leail 
one acre of wood, where no great forefls grew^ 
The like regulations were made for preferva- 
tion of the young fry in rivers, fifh-ponds, 
orchards, bees, and in general of all game. 
The laws againft fturdy be^ars were revived 
and amended, as were thofe relating to the 
building of ihips and tveaponihawings ; and it 

wa* 
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ttras ena&ed,'" That all widows fliould be en- a. 0.1503. 
titled to their, third, till it could be proved 
they were not married to thofe with whom 
they had lived ; and that meafures and weights 
ihould be depoiited in Edinburgh by the cham- 
berlain, as fiandards for the whole realm." I 
cannot help remarking, from the proceedings 
of this parliament, that the reprefentation of 
the members who compofed it continued fiill 
unfettled ; for a^ aft nowpaflfed, " That no ba- 
ron, freeholder, or vaffalj not poffeffing one 
hundred marks of the then extent, amounting 
to about thirty-three marks Englifh, ftiould 
be compelled to come perfonally to that afl'em- 
bly, unlefs the king Ihould iffue a particular 
writ, commanding his attendance." They were, 
however, to fend reprefentativeS to anfwer for 
them; and all who pofleiTed more than one 
hundred marks yearly, wdre compellal;»le to 
come under the former penalties. 

I do not perceive that the burghs were, at 
this time, fond of fending rcprefentatives to 
the parliament; and they had probably com- '^ - 
plained of it as being attended with trouble 
and expence. This parliament, however, or- 
dained, " That when any taxes were to be le- 
vied, the commiffioners and head men of the 
burghs, as forming one of the three eftates of 
the realm, fhould be duly warned." The old 
privileges of burghs and merchants, and the 
a£ts relating to failors, were revived and con-' 

C^q z firmed; 
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A.D. 1503- but I am inclined to think none were added, 
as the land rentals were certainly cncreafed in^ 
Scotland at this time. 

Pleafurc was now all the bufinefs of James 
and his court. Henry, for the firft time, ex- 
hibited a fpecimen of his magnificence, by the 
preparations he made for his daughter's jour- 
ney to Scotland. I have feen, the originals of 
the papers tranfcribed from Henry's own writ- 
ing by the heralds who were to fuperintend 
the proceffion. They contained the number 
and quality of the bride's attendant^ of both 
fexes, who were to wait upon her at the feve- 
ral places where flie flopped or lodged^ the 
manner of their relieving each other, and the 
feveral duties they were to perform about her 
perfon. They confifted of the chief nobility 
and gentry in the kingdom, and they were 
attended by above two thoufand followers, 
and the moft fplendid equipages that were made 
ufe of in thofe times. On the fixteenth of 
June, the royal bride fet out from Richmond 
in Surry, in company with her father, who 
gave her the convoy as far as CoUewefton, 
-the refidcnce of his mother the countefs of 
Richmond. After paffing, fome days Xhere in 
great jollity, Henry refigned his daughter to 
the care of the earls of Surry and Northum- 
berland, who {Proceeded with her, in the m^m- 
ner and form prefcribed by their mafter, to the 
borders of Scotland, where many of the cona* 

pany 
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pany were permiltcd to take their leave; but ^'^*^5^ 
thofe 'whp remained ftill . made a royal appear* 
ance, and arrived at Lamberton-church, where 
fee was met by James, attended by a moft 
fupeii) train of Ms nobility and officers of ftate. 
From Lamberton flie was condufted to Dal* 
keith, and next day to Edinburgh, where the 
marriage was celebrated with incredible fplen- 
dor. From the beft accounts, both publiftied 
and in manufcript, it appears, that the Scots 
outihone their guefts in every article of luxury. 
Their apparel was more coftly, their chains 
more maffy, and their furniture and equipages 
richer. This ipuft have been owing to thef 
great intercourfe and commerce which James 
and his fubje£ls, at this time, entertained with 
foreign courts and countries ; for even the moft 
fober luxuries were then unknown in :thofe of 
Denmark and Sweden, and the other njorthern 
parts of Europe. 
. Not only Englifli, but foreigners^,.from France, spicndorof 
Germany, and other countries, were guefts at ^ ^""^ 
tiiis illuilriou^ marriage, and partook of the 
feftivities attending it, which, according to the ' 
modes of that time, and the particular difpo- 
fition of James, chiefly confifted in feats of 
arms. James, in fome of thofe exhibitions, 
appeared in the charafter of a favage knight ; 
and it is faid that he diftinguifeed himfelf above 
all the company by his ftrength, activity, and 

ad- 
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A.i>»f504. addrefs in arms. That he might fupport this 
charafter with the greater propriety, he wa9 
attended by two bands of Highlanders, or per- 
fons in that drefs, who fkirmiihed with each 
. other ; but their exercifes were iar from being 
harmle&, for they were followed with real 
wounds and bloodfhed, which firuck the fpec-^ 
tators with the highefi: aftonifhment at the 
refolution of the combatants, who could thus 
fport away their lives, the cuficnns of the times 
not fuffering them to hold the pradice in de*^ 
teftation. Their arms were a target and broad- 
fword *y and their mulie bagpipes. The exhi« 
bition3 of the day being over, the night was 
ipent in princely entertainments, mafquerades, 
and dancing. Among the foreigners who at- 
tended thofe feftivities, was a Frenchman, one 
Darcy, who called himfelf the chevalier de la 
Beaute, famous all over Europe for his martial 
prowefs ; but when he tilted with the lord Ha- 
milton, coufin-german to James, neither com- 
batant could boaft any advantage over ih6 
other. The king's politenefs was ftill mora 
diftinguifhed than his chivalry, fo noble was 
the entertainment, and fo elegant the atten« 
dance paid to every illuftrious gueft. Upon 
the whole, this may be faid to have been the 

• Diiimmond fays a ^two-handed fword ; but both hands be-, 
ing required to n;anage that weapon^ little ufe could be made of 
the target. . . 

vertical 
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vertical period of Scotland's glory and happi- a. a 1504) 
liefs; for ihe declined from both, while an in* 
dependent kingdom, ever after *. 

* The old Scotch hiftorians have omitted the principal deco- 
iration of thofe celebrities, which was a poem cpmpofed by one 
Duubar in honour of queen Margaret. Jt is incomparably the 
£neft piece of Englill^ poetry of any compofed till that time, and 
the moft pifturefque. It is written in the form of an allegory. 
The month of May appears in her proper attributes to the au« 
thor, and commands him to attend her, and to celebrate her 
rofe. He follows her, it being then day-break. 
And as the blifeful fun drave up the iky, 

All nature fang throu comfort of the licht ; 
The minftrels wing'd.with open voyces cry, 
O luvers, now is fled the dully niclit. 
Come welcome day, that comforts every wicht. 
Hail May, hail Flora, hail Aurora (bene. 
Hail princefs Nature, htdl iuve's hartfome queue. 
Though thofe are far from beiug the beft' lines in the poem» 
yet I have quoted them to give the reader fomc idea of the au- 
thor's defcriptive powers, and how well he had ftudied Lucretius, ' ' 
a clafitc who in thofe days was very uncommon. But to pro* 
ceed in the allegory. Queen Nature fummons the animal crea- 
tion, and all the flowery products of May> to attend her, and do 
her homage. She employs the fwift- footed roe to be her mef- 
fenger to the beafts, the reitlefs fwallow to the birds, and the 
yarrow to the flowers. The reader, we doubt not, will be 
pleafed to fee a defcription of James's perfon under that of a 
lion, which was his armorial bearing. 

All brocht in were, in twynkling of an ee, ^ 

Baith beifl, and bird, and flowir he£orQ the quekie. 
And firiik the lyon, greatefl: of degre, <» 
Was fummon'd ther, and he, fair to be fene. 
With a fall hard countenance and kene, 
Bef[>re dam Nature came, and did inclyne. 
With vifage bauld, and courage leonyne. 
This awful beift was terrible of cheir, 

Periing of luke, and ftout of countenance, 
Right ftrong of corps, of faflbnfair, bot (without) feir, 
' Ludy of fliape, licht of deliverance, 

Reid of his colour, as the ruby glance : 
In field of gold he ftude fall rampantly. 
With flowr-de4yces circlet pleafantly. 

Vol. IV. Rr What- 
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A. D. 1504. Whatever real aflfeclion Tames might have 
James. for his queeii, he appeared to be perfectly 
pleafed with his marriage ftate ; and, after his 
nuptial ceremonies were over, he confirmed 
her jointure in parliament, with the addition 
of the lordfliip of Kilmarnoc, in which (he wad 
infeft by Sir Hugh Campbel of London, fheriff 
of Air. The reft of this year was fpent in va- 
rious feftivities at Falkland, and the other pa- 
laces of James. The country enjoyed an un- 
common ftate of tranquillity ; and the aflFedtions 
of the fubjefts towards their fovereign were 
fuch, that James took no greater delight than 
in riding difguifed to places where he was not 
known, that he might gather the real fenti- 
ments of the people concerning his govern- 
ment He had the happinefs which few or 
none of his predeceffors enjoyed, that of being 
unmolefted either by declared war, or the fe- 
cret intrigues of the Englifh ; for Henry the 
fcventhy as far as his own narrow, fufpicious, 
difpofition permitted him, behaved to James, 
in all refpeds, as an affectionate parent. 
' In the beginning of the year 1505, the hap- 

prcienis to pinefs of Jamcs, in his married ftate, was com- 

James by -^^ '^ ' ' 

th« pope, pleted by the* arrival of the pope's ratification of 
his marriagcptreaty, and of the other negocia- 
tions he had concluded with England. Tho' 
it does not fall within this hiftory^ minutely to 
recount the tranfaftions of Europe during the 
reign of James,. yet it is proper to mention, 

: that 
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that his friendfhip was courted by all foreign A. d. 1305* 
powers J and the haughty pope Julius the fe- 
cond thought him of fp much confequence, 
that he fenthim, by the hands of Anthony de 
Inciatis his nuncio, a cap of maintei^^hce, with 
a moft elegant fword of ftate, five feet in length, 
the handle and pommel of filver overgilt, the 
fcabbard being of moft curious work. This 
(word was depofited in the caftle of Edinburgh 
with the other regalia on the twenty-fixth of 
March 1707, at the time of the Union, in a moft 
folemn manner ; and there (if i miftake not) 
they ftill remain. About the fame time, Sir 
George Dundas, who was himfelf a Scotchman, 
and a knight of the order of Rhodes, after^ 
wards of Malta, arrived as erabaffador from 
his gran4 mafter, to congratulate James upon 
his marriage. In reality, the true bufinefs of 
both embailles feems to have been to have en^- 
gaged James in the affairs of the continent, 
and to have procured from him a contribution 
againft the infidels. His holinefs, at the fame 
time he fcnt James the fword of ftate, beftowed 
upon him (if we are to believe Abercromby, 
and other Roman-Catholic writers) the title of 
Moft Chriftian and Defender of the Faith. 

Henry the feventh, equally fordid and bloody, Affai» of 
was, about this time, under dreadful appre- 
henfions from the few remains of the houfe of 
York. He was eOw a widower ; and the earl 
of Suffplk, the fon of Elizabeth Plantagenet, 

Rr2 fifter 
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A. D. 1505. lifter to Edward the fourth and Richard the 
third, wafi coniidered as being the head of that 
houfe. He was a hot, inconfiderate, mati, and 
therefore the more likely to be guilty of a ralh 
attempt. Henry wanted only a fpecious pre- 
text to have put him to death, and the earFs 
imprudence had furnifhed him with feveral; 
but he efcaped abroad, where he foUicited fo- 
reign princes .to invade England. Among thofe, 
the moft forward who engaged in his caufe 
was Charles duke of Gueldres, the near rela^ 

diofe of tion and ally of James. This prince was the 
**\ fbn and fucceflbr of Adolph duke of Gpeldres^ 
brothei^ to Mary queen of Scots, wife to James 
thefecond. During the troubles that happened 
in Scotland in the late reign, he had difpof- 
feffed his father, duke Arnold, of his territo- 
ries, and imprifoned him ; but the old man 
, was relieved by Charles duke of Burgundy, 
who carried Adolph prifoner to his own domi- 
nions. Arnold, in gratitude to his benefadx>r, 
made over to him Gueldres and Juliers, with 
the county of Zutphen. On the duke of Bur- 
gundy's death, the Gfaentois, in 1477, freed 
Adolph from his imprifonment ; and not think- 
ing himfelf obliged by his father's extrava- 
gant donation, he re-entered into poffeiBon of 
his eftates, which he left to his fon, duke 
Charles. The overgrown houfes of Auftria 
and Burgundy, infifting upon the validity of 
the deed which had been executed by his grand- 
father, 
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father, waged againft him a cruel and unequal a. 0.1505. 
war, in which he behaved himfelf with incre- 
dible courage and intrepidity. James took a 
particular intereft in the fortune of his brave 
kinfxnan. He fupplied him with men and mo- 
ney ; he entered into a literary correfpondencc 
with him ; and wrote in his favour t© the em- 
peror, the kings of the Romans, France, and 
Gaftile, and other continental powers. His 
letters, which are ftill extant in Latin, are.fo 
far fuperipr, with regard to elegance and pu- 
rityi to the anfwers returned to them, that 
polite literature feems, at this time, to have 
taken refuge in the court of Scotland. 

Henry knew the great obligations which the 
duke of Gueldres was under to James, and 
applied to him to procure the difxniflioh of the 
earl of Suflfolk out of his territories. James 
fent orders to Patric Haliburton, hb minifter 
at the duke's court, for that purpofe, and the 
duke had promifed not to receive the earl of 
Suffolk inM his dominions ; but through com- 
pailion, or fome other motive, he broke his 
word, and openly entertained the earl at his 
court.. This breach of promife drew from 
James a very fevere letter to the duke, in 
which he threatened to withdraw from him all 
marks of friendfhip and bounty, unlefs he dif- 
miffed his gueft. The truth is, Henry's cruelty 
towards the houfe of York had occafioned a 
dangerous correfpondencc between the earl of 

Suffolk 
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A.D.»505. Suffolk and fome great men in England^ who 
were apprehended, and fome of them put ta 
death by Henry, upon the information of a 
trufty fpy, one Curfon, whom he had planted 
about the earl's perfon ; and it waa about this 
time that the duke of Gueldres received James's 
letter. As the duke's chief dependence was 
upon the fupplies he received from Scotland^ 
lie immediately ordered the earl to leave his 
dominions, which he accordingly did, and 
threw himfelf under the proteftion of the houfa 
of Auftria. The war ftill continued between 
the king of Caftile, as duke of Burgundy, and 
the duke of Gueldres ; and Henry had actually 
given a promife of afliilance to the king, pro- 
bably without refleding that his fon-in-law, 
James, would fucceed to the duchy of Guel^ 
dres, failing the queen of Sicily and the duke's 
iffuc. 

James, hearing of Henry's unadvifed pro* 
mife, and underftanding that the. duke of Guel« 
dres had fent the earl of Suffolk oukof his do-* 
minions, interpofed with great fpirit in behalf 
of his kinfman. He wrote to Henry a letter, 
the original of which is ftill extant^ repreficnt^ 
ing, " That, by an article of the late treaty, 
he might fend auxiliary forces to the afiiftance 
of the duke, who was exprefsly comprehended 
in it; that if the Scots and.Englifh ihou|d 
meet in the Low*Country, with their fwords 
in their hands, it would ba no eafy .talk to 

keep 
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k€.ep them from ufing reprifals at home; that, a. 0.150$. 
by confequence, the peate muft be broken; 
and, adds he, my mofi illuArious and deareft 
father confidered as an enemy.'' 'Phis letter 
had the defired eSed; and Henry made an 
apology to the king of Cafliie for not fulfilling 
his engaj^ementi. James, about the fame time, 
diQ>atched Foreman dean of Glafgow, and the 
lord Lyon, to inform the duke of Gueldres of 
what had pafled, and to engage the interpofi- 
tion of the king of France, and the emperor 
Maximilian, in favour of his kinfman. 

Henry, who had a great opinion of his own «n<iof 
parts, having lately fucceeded in an interview 
with the king of Caftile, who had been driven 
upon the Englifh coaft, by which he fecured 
and imprifoned the perfon of the earl of Suf- 
folk, was foUicitous of a like interview with 
James, to fettle the affairs of Ireland, and for 
other purpofes. James was by no means back- 
ward to embrace the propofal; but, though it 
never took plade, it is neceffary to recount the 
incident which occasioned it. The public is, 
perhaps*, acquainted with the true hiftory of 
no country lefs than that of Ireland. I have 
ofteh hinted at the great intercourfe between 
the Scots and the northern Irilh. The latter 
appear, at this time, though nominally fub* 
jecls to England, to have been in a ftate of 
real independency. All the accounts we have 
of that country terminate in tlie tranfaftions 

within 



312 T H E H I S T R Y O 

A. D. 1505. within the Englifli pale, and the bickiringsf 
between the lieutenants and the great Iriih 
chieftains ; but we are in the dark as to their 
northern affairs. Abercromby is of opinion, 
that the colonifts there owned the kings of 
Scotland as their fuperiors. It is certain that 
one Odon Odongneil (or fome name fimilar 
to that) had entered into a league^ offenfiv* 
and defenfive, either with James or his father ; 
and that upon Odon's father's death, he fent 
one ^neas Macdowal (whofe original proba- 
bly was Scotch) from the town of Drumapgeil, 
to notify to James the death of his ally, and to 
require from him, by virtue of the alliance be- 
tween them, four thoufand men, to be com- 
manded by John, the fon of Alexander Mackean. 
He alfo defined that the king would give or- 
ders to his liibjcfts in Clandompnail not to 
moleft him, or thofe who adhered to him ; and 
that he would not go out of his own kingdom 
to meet with his father-in-law, the king of 
England. 

This negociation, while it is a proof of the 
Iriih chieftain's grofs ignorance, is an evidence 
that ' the inhabitants of a certain diftrift in 
Ireland confidered themfelves as Scots, and the 
fubjeds of James. The anfwer he returned 
was not fpch as might have been expefted to fo 
impertinent a meflage; which makes me fut 
peft, that the kings of Scotland fometimes made 
alliances with thofe chieftains, in the fame 

manner^ 
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manner^ and for the like purpofes^ asT the kings ^- ^* *s^s^ 
of England did with the earls of Rofs« James 
^d the Irifhman that he was willing to fend 
^he fupplies demanded, provided he could be 
fiiti^fied as to the jultice of the caufe in which 
they were to beemployed* . He added, that as 
for the iQteryiew between him and his father, 
the intention of it was fo pious and holy, that 
he could not eafily be diverted from it ; but 
that in the mean time he would give his fub- 
jc&s orders not to moleft Odon, and that he 
would endeavour to perfuade the king of Eng- 
land not to attempt any thing againft him. 

James began now to make a great figure in J^^ 
the affairs of Europe, particularly thofe of the figure in 
North ; but hiftorians have been unpardonably 
iilent with regard to particulars, which are 
extraded from his own letters. The magni- 
ficence of his court and embailies, his liberality 
to ftrangeirs and to learned men, his coftly 
edifices, and, above all, the large fums he laid 
out in ihip-building, had now brought him 
into foqie difficulties ; and he fo far attended 
to the advice and example of his father-in-law, 
thiit he fupplied his neceiiities by reviving dor- 
jnant penal laws, particularly with regard to 
wardfhips and old titles of eftates, by which 
he raifed large fums. Though he did this with- 
out affembling his parliament, yet he found 
agents who juftified thofe proceedings, in the 
iame manner as Empfon and Dudley did thofe 

Vol. IV. S f - of 
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A.D. 1505. of Henry, under the fan£tion of law. ThougH 
I do not find that thofe Opprefilve meafureif 
^ere attended with any rebellions rifings, or 
that any remonftranoes were made to James 
oh that head, yet he had the virtue to be 
touched with the lilent fufferings of his fub* 
jeds, and ordered all profecutions to be flopped; 
He even went farther ; for, fenfible of the dc^ 
teftation into which his father-In-laVs avarice 
had brought himfelf and his adminiftration, he 
ordered the minifters who had advifed him to 
thofe Ihameful courfes to be imprifoned ; and 
fome of them, who probably had exceeded 
their commiffion, aftually died in their con- 
finement. 
1506. About this time, James applied himfelf, with 

He^buiWi incredible affiduity, to building fliips^ one 4>f 
which, the St: Michael, Is fuppofed to have 
been the largeft then in the world. A moft 
curiops account of her conftruftion and dimen- 
fions may be found in the notes ^. He worked 

. * '^ In this fame year, the king of Scotland bigged a . grcHil: 
ihip> called the Great Afichaei» which was the greateil fliip^ and 
bf moft ftrength, that ever failed in England or France. For 
this fbip was of fo great ftature, and took ib lirach timber, that, 
except Falkland, (he wafted all the woods in Fife, which was oak. 
' wood, by all timber' that was gotten oat of Norway : for ihe 

was €0 ftrong, and of fo great length and breadth (all the wrigbtB 
of Scotland, yea, and many other ftrangers, were at her device, 
by the king's commandment, who wrought very btilily in her; 
but it was a year and day ere (he was complete) to wit, fhe was 
twelvefcore foot of length, and thirty-fix foot within the fides. 
She was ten foot thick iii the wall, outted jefts of Oak in her 
wall, and boards on every fide, fo ftark and fo thick, that no 
cannon could go through her. This great (hip cumbered Scot- 
land 
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mitk hisown hands in building it; and it is a.d. 150^ 
plain, from his condud, that he was afpiring 
to be a matitiine power, in which he was en- 
couraged fay the. excellent feamen which Scot- 
land then produced. The firft eflay of his arms 
by fea, was in favour of hisr kinfman, John 
king of Denmark. Thi^. prince was brOthei; 
to Margaret queen of Scotland, and had partly 
been called to the throne of Sweden, and partly 
poflefled it by force. He was oppofed by the 
^dminiftrator, Sture, whom he pardoned after 
he was crowned ; but Sture renewing his re- 
bellion, and the Norvegians revolting at the 
fame time, John found himfelf under fuch 

land to get her to the Tea. From that time that (he was a-float, 
and her mafti and fails complete^ with tows and anchors effeir-^ 
i&g thereto, ihe was counted to th« king to be thirty thou(and 
jpounds of expencesy by her artillery, which was very gr^t and 
coftly to the king, by all the reft of her orders j to wit, (he bare 
many cannons, iix on every (ide, with three great baflih, two 
behind in her dock, and one before, with three hundred fhot of 
fmall artillery, that is to fay, myand and battert-falcon, and 
quarter-falcon, flings, peftelent ferpetens, and double-dogs, with 
hagtbr and culvering, cors-bows and hand-bows. She had three 
hundred mariners to fail her } (he had (ixfcore ofgunners to ufe 
her artillery 5 and had a thoufand Qcn of war, by her captain, 
ihipper^ and quarter-mafters. 

" When this fliip paft to the fea, and was lying in the road, 
Ae king gart (hoot a cannon at her, to.efiay her if (he was wight j 
but I faeaird iky, k deared her not, and did her littl e fkaith. And 
if any man believe that this defcription of the (hip be not of 
Terity, as we have written, let him pafs to the gate of Tiili- 
bardin, and there, afore the fame, ye will fee the length and 
breadth of her, planted with hawthorn by the wri^ht that helped 
to make her. As ibr other properties of her, Sir Andrew Wood 
is my author, who was quarter-mailer of her j and Robert Bar- 
tynci who was mafter-ibipper*^ Lindfay of Pitfcotty. 

Sf2 dif- 
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UD.J506. difficulties, that he was forced to return to 
Denmark ; but he left his queen in poileffion 
of the caftle of Stockholm, which flic braviely 
defended againft Sture and the Swedes. This 
. heroic princefs became a great favourite with 
James } and (bveral letters that pafled between 
them are ftill extant The king of Denmark, 
next to the French monarch, was the favourite 
ally of James, who, early in his reign, had 
compromifedfome differences between them* It 
likewife appears, from the hiftories qf the North, 
that both' James and his father had given great 
affiftance to his Danifli majefty in reducing tiie 
Norvegians ; and he refolved to become a prarty 
in the war againft the Swedes and the Lu- 
beckers, who afiifted them, if the forn^^r con- 
tinued in their revolt* Previous to this, he 
fent an embafljidor to offer his mediation be- 
tween John and his fubjefts. The mediation 
was accprdingly accepted of, ap4 the negocia- 
tions were opened at Caiman The deputies 
of Sweden not atteijding, John prevailed with 
thofe of Denmark and Norway to pronounce 
fentence of forfeiture againft Sture and all his 
adherents. In the mean time^ the fiege of the 
caftle of l^tpckholm was fo warn^ly preffed, 
that the garrison was diminiihed to a handful, 
and thpfe deftitute of all kind of, provifions ; 
fo that the brave queen was forced to capitu- 
late, and to furrender up the fortrefs, on con-? 
^ition pf l^er being fuffered to depart for Den- 

marii ; 



O F S C O T L A N D. 317 

mark; but the capitulation was perfidioufly A.ai5o6« 
brdken by Sture, and ihe was confined in. a 
mooaftery. 

It was OB diis occafion that James refolved to hs affiib 
employ his maritime power. Hollinfhed pre- .D«tl^k!^ 
tends, that John came to Scotland^ and folli- 
cited his caufe in his own perfqn ; but the truth 
of this does not appear from any Scotch hif- 
torian. All we know is, that James wrote a 
letter, conceived in the ftrongeft terms, to the 
archbiihop of Upfal, the primate of Sweden, 
exhorting him to employ all his authority in 
favour of the king. He wrote another letter 
to the Lubeckers, threatening to declare war 
againft them, as well as the Swedes, if they • 

Jointly continued to affift his uncle^s rebels. Ac- 
cording to Hollinlhed, James, in confequence 
pf king John's application, gave the c:ommand 
of an army pf tjpn thoufand men to the earl of 
Arran, who replaced John upon his throne. 
Though this docs not ftridUy appear to be truth, 
yet it is certain that, had it not been for James, 
John mull have funk under the weight of his 
enemies. Sturp, whofe arms had made a great 
progrefs, hearing that a confiderable armament 
was fitting out in Scotland, and knowing that 
Janaes had prevailed with the French king to 
aflift John likewife, agreed to releafe the 
queen, and tq wait upon her to the frontiers of 
peiimjjrk, w^^re he died. By tjiis timp, James's 

arma- 
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A. a 1506. armament, which was commanded by the earl 
of Arran, had fet fail; but perceiving that all 
matters were adjufted between John and the 
Swedes, the fhips returned fooner than James 
expected, •* which (fays he, in a very polite 
letter he wrote to the queen upon the occafion) 
they durft not have done, had they not brought 
him an account that her Daniih majefty was iii 
perfed health and fafety.*' The feverity of 
John having occafioned a frefh revolt, Jamed 
again fent a fquadron to his affiftance, which 
appeared before Stockholm, and ob^ged the 
Lubeckers to conclude a new treaty. 

i5«7* James, having thus honourably difcharged 
chrftUesthf his engagements with his uncle the king of 
Denmark, turned his attention towards the. 
Flemings and Hollanders, who had infulted 
his flag, on account, of the aflillance he had 
afforded the duke of <^ueldres, as well as from 
motives of. rapacioufnefs which diftinguifhed 
thofe traders, who are faid not only to have 
plundered the Scotch fhips, but td have thrown 
their crews overboard to conceal their villainy. 
James gave the command of a fquadron to 
Barton (probably the fame .officer whom I have 
already mentioned) whoputtofea, and, with- 
out any ceremony, treated all the Dutch and 
If lemiih traders who fell into his hands, as pi- 
rates, and fent their heads in hogfheads to 
James. Soon after, Barton returned to Scot- 

landt 
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hndf and brotight with him a number of rich A.D,i$ay, 
prises, which rehdered his reputation as a (ea* 
man famous all over Europe. 
' lames was then fo much refpe£ted upon the ^^^^ <f, 

. •* * *^ the ooaa- 

eontinenl^ that we know of no refentment «««• 
ihewn either by the court of Spain, whofe fub* 
jeds thofe Netherlanders were, or any other 
power in Europe, for this vigorous proceeding. 
But it is now proper that I ihould attend to 
the affiiirs of the continent, without which 
thofe of Scotland cannot be underftood* Lewis 
the twelfth was then king of France ^ and 
having no foh, his daughter Claude became 
heirefi of Brittany in her mother's right The 
emperor Maximilian courted her for his grand^* 
fon, Charies of Luxemburgh, afterwards the 
famous emperor Charles the fifth, who was 
then no more than four years of age ; and .a 
kind of compromife was made between Maxi- 
milian and Lewis, that the latter fhould give y 
his daughter to Charies^ and Maximilian ^ive 
the inveftiture of the Milanefe to Lewis« This 
agreement was broke by the. arts of Ferdinand 
king of Spain, who was grandfather to Charles 
by the mother's fide; and, after outwitting 
Lewis, he drove the French out of Naples. 
The difference that afterwards fucceeded be- 
tween Ferdinand and his fon-in-law, Philip 
archduke of Auftria, gave Henry a handle to 
take part with Ferdinand, who agreed to \ 
. Henry prince of Wales (afterwards Henry the 
* ' . eighth) 
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A. a 1507* jighth) marrying his daughter Catharine, the 
relia of prince Arthur, young Henry's eldes 
brother. While thofe intrigues were thrown 
ing all Europe intoconfufion, Lewis the twelfth 
gave his daughter in marriage to the earl of 
Angoulefme ; and Philip archduke of Auftria, 
not being able to refent this grofs affront done 
to his family, laid it fo much to hearty that it 
is faid to have occafioned his death,, by which, 
and his wife's lunacy, Ferdinand became g^sii'? 
dian to his grandfon, Qhaple?, and all his do-* 
minions. 
« Such was the ftate of affairs upon the conti^ 
nent, when pope Julius the ifecond . refumed 
his plan for driving both the French and the 
Spaniards out of Italy» For this purpofe, he 
threw his eyes upon England and . Scotland, 
the only powers whp could give the moft effect 
tual diverfion to the arms of France.; .The 
fame nuncio who had prefented James with 
his magnificent cap and fword, was employed 
to detach him from his' alliance with Lefwis ; 
anci, to give him an high idea of the pope's 
pious intentions, he informed James of apian 
he had laid down for reconciling the Eaftern 
and the Weftem churches ; and of an einbaffy 
h6 was about to fend to Kuflia for effecting it. 
James commended the pious zeal of his holi- « 
nefs ; but, though he was far from being void 
•of fuperflition, he carefully declined giving 
him any encouragement to believe that he 

would 
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would fall in with the pope's views againft a. 0.1591 
France, . The nuncio continuing his applica* 
tions with great earneftnefsy James, to 'put an 
i^nd to all his hopes^ publicly carefled the 
French embafiador at his court, and appointed 
the ppftulate bifliop of Rofs to go as his 
embafiador to that of France, to thank that 
king for the friendihip he had, upon his re- 
queft, ihewn to the duke of Gueldres. He 
affured him, at the fame time, that he had 
four thoufan4 men m readine(s to aflift him in ' 
preferving his Italian dominions; that they 
were to be commanded by the earl of Arran, 
his couiin-german ; and, fuch was his regard 
for Lewis, that he had appointed fo near a 
relation to that fervice. In the mean time, 
the biihop of Rofs took his departure for the 
French court ; but Lewis having regained pof- 
Ceffipn of Genoa, where the Scotch auxiliaries 
were to land, thqy never embarked : and thus 
James rivetted himfelf in the good opinion of 
jbis ally, without much expence to himfelf or 
his fubjedls. 

« But though James was no flave to the pope's 1508. 
c^urt, he feems to have been infatuated with of jtJSilT* 
the Romifli religion. All the gaiety in which 
he Uved could not cure the melancholy he 
had contrafted for heading the rebels who had ^ 
murdered his father; and he had fometimes 
extraordinary ftarts of devotion. His queen 
had, by this time, made him the father of a 
, Vot. IV. Tt young 
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A.D. 15C8. young prince, who did not long furvivc his 
birth ; and the imminent danger of the queen, 
during her delivery, made James undertake %t 
pilgrimagfe to St Ninian's in Galloway, ^hich 
was then much reforted to by the fuperftitiotis^ 
both of England and Ireland, as well as of Scot- 
land. Upon his return^ he found his queen 
recovered ; and then he applied himfdf rtiore 
ferioufly than ever to the affairs qf governrtient. 
He made progreffeis in perfon through his king- 
dom ; he prefided at ttials for notorious * of-* 
fences ; and he ordered the laird (as all- ownie* 
of an eftate in Scotland is called) of Thornton', 
^ perfon of great confideratibn, to be beheaded 
at Edinburgh for the murder of his wife. He 
was particularly attentive to th6 i^^drefs of pub* 
lie grievances, and indefatigable in difcoveriTrig 
them. A frelh fit of devotion feized hini; 
land both he and '^^s iqueen performed a new 
pilgrimage to St Ninian. Not fatisfied With 
this, James, upoh his. return, finding his do« 
itiimons in perfeOr tranquillity, paid a vifit td 
the fhrine of St Duthac in Rofs-fhire. ^ Thfc 
•crrcumftances attencfing this pilgrimage Were 
petty extraordinary. He fet out from^Btti^ 

itflcry. ling on the thirtieth of Auguft, -without anjr 
attendant, and travelling by Perth ^nd Aber- 
deen, he reached Elgin the fame night ; fb that 
he muft have rode about an hundred and thirt j^ 
miles in one day. This expedition, and his 
fimple manner of travellings inclines me to 

believe 



O F S C O T L A N D. 323 

Ijplievc that the jourjiey was not undertaken a. d. 1508. 
merely upon motives pf devotion. When he 
arrived at Elgin, he chofe to lodge in the par- . 
fpn's houiSfi apd flept aJl nigl^t upon a plain 
boar^ tabk. Next day, in the forenoon, he 
reached St. I)utliac's church, ^^here he per- 
formed his devotioijs. Upon his return to 
court, he refum«d all the magnificence of his 
living; exhibited martial fports, in which he 
appeared fometimes under his charade^ of the 
favage knight, and fometimes under that of 
king Arthur ; while his nobility afted the parts 
of knights of the round table. The better to 
keep up the fpirit of thofe pompous entertain- 
ments, James employed all his credit with the hi* forciV 
powers of the continent for procuring breeds dencei. 
of fine horfes. His letters to the kings of Spain 
and Poland, defiring they would permit his 
agents to buy up horfes in their refpccliye do- 
minions, are flill extant. Hi^ coufin, the lord 
of Campvere, or Tervere, was particulai'Jy in- 
dulgent to James in this refpecl ; for he fent 
him many of the large breeds of mares, for 
which Flanders is famous. Even Henry the 
feventb, plain ^nd penurious as he was, was 
Ig-vifli J^ his prefents of fine horfes and their . 
accoutrements, which he fent to James, who 
gave a noble r^sward to the perfon who deli- 
vered them. James, on the other hand, was 
not wanting in obliging foreign princes with 
fpecimens of Scotland's animal product. That 
T t 2 coim* 
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A.p. f5P9. coimtry was then famous for a fpecks of firong, 
Iiardy, fure^footed, but fmall, horfes (which» 
from the country where they chiefly abounded, 
were called Galloways) and for a kind of hunt- 
ing dogs of peculiar properties. Both thefe 
animals were in great ef);imation with the 
neighbouring princes; but it is certain that 
aninxals may degenerate, or change their qua-* 
lities, whei^ they change their foil ; the breed 
of great horfes fqqn wore out in Scotland, and 
the breeds; of Scotch dogs and Galloways loft 
their virtues abroad. 
15C9. Upon the death of Henry the feventh, which 

cfH*cm7 happened in April 1509, his fon, Heiiry the 
loVJ^^^ eighth, with every advantage of youth, per- 
SSILl^ fon, and fortune, fucceeded to the throne of 
England ; but, fatally for Scotland, his difpo- 
fitions were different from thofe of his father. 
The attention which the latter had given to 
the perfon of James, and the tranquillity of 
ihis government, was wonderful, efpecially 
when we conlider how apt, upon every occa- 
fion, James was tp betray his predileftioq for the 
French. It is, however, no more than doing j\ifr 
tice to Henry the eighth to fay, that, when he 
mounted the throne, he difcovered no difpd- 
fitions to break with James ; and he manifefted, 
during all "his reign, an uncommon degree of 
affection for his fifter and her family, Henry 
the eighth had not, indeed, the fame reafons 
as his father had to wilh to live in peace with 

Scot- 
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Scodand/becaufe the houfes of York and Lan- ^•••'sof 
cafter were united in his perfon, and, at the 
time of his aceeffioB, he had more ready money 
than perhaps half the other princes of Europe ; 
but fiiil, he even fecmed cautious of giving 
James a fliadow of offence. Aniiong the firft 
afts of his governmient wj^s his ratifying and 
confirming the perpetual peace that had been 
concluded between the two nations. The bi- 
fliop of Murray, whom James had fent as his 
embai&dQr to congratulate Henry upon his 
acccilion, fwore, in his 'mafter's name, to a 
ftridl obfervance of the fame; and, before the 
end of the year, both kings took the like oath. 
Soon after, Henry renewed the truce that had 
been made between his father and the king of 
France, which was to continue one year longer 
than the life of the laft liyer, and Scotland was 
exprefly comprehended in it, a,s the ally . of 
both parties ; but a breach between Henry and 
James, wMch was never afterwards thoroughly 
or fincerely made up, happened on the follow- 
ing ©ccajion : 
About thirty years before, one John Barton Biitofiio- 

r 1- V i- r in « > terrapw the 

(a relation, I luppole, to the famous Barton) i^ngiiftna 
commanded a trading veffel, which was taken ^***"**^ 
by two Portuguefe fea-captains in the port of 
Sluys; and the captain, with feveral Scotch- 
men, were killed in endeavouring to defend 
their property. The action was efteemed cow- 
ardly as well as piratical, becaufe it was don^ 
' under 
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A. D. 1509. under the protedion of a large ^Portugutfe 
fquadron. The ihip and the renuining p^t 
of the creW, with the cargo, were carried to 
Portugal^ from whence no redrefs could be 
-obtained; and James the third granted letteis 
of marque to John and Robert Barton, heics 
to the Barton whp h?d been murdered, . Wh«^ 
ther the Bartons might not exceed their comi- 
miffion, in their endeavours, to revenge their 
father's death, and to pak^ rq>rifds, is hard 
to fay ; but upon the acceffion of James the 
fourth to the crown of Scotland, the letters 
of marque were recalled, and a friendly corre- 
fpondence was entered into between James 
and his Portuguefe majefty. No redrefs, how- 
ever, was to be had from the latter ; and Ro- 
bert Barton being made a prifoner, and his 
Ihip a prize, he was detained in Zealand lill 
James procured his deliverance, by applying 
in his favour to the emperor Maximilian. Sif 
Andrew Barton took part in the quarrel j and 
having obtained a like letter of marque, he 
made dreadful depredations on the Portuguefe 
trade, and, according to Englilh authors, he 
plundered many Englifli Ihips, on pretence of 
their carrying Portuguefe property. In fliort, 
^ he is faid to have rendered the navigation of 

the Narrow Seas dangerous to Englifhmen; and^ 
to« fay the truth, I am inclined to think that 
hi$ proceedings were not quite regular. 

Tha 
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The court of London received daily eom-r a*d«i5io. 
plaints of Barton's depredations; but Henry, kUM, 
b^ing at t&is time very averfe to quarrel with 
jfataes^ the Complainants were heard with great 
coldneis at his council-board* The earl of 
Surry had then two fons, gallant noblemen; 
and be declared to Henry's face, that while he 
had an efiate that could furniih out a ihip^ or 
a fon >k;^ho was capable of commanding one, , 

the Narrow Seas ihould not be infefted. Henry 
could not difcourage this generous offer; and 
letters of marque were accordtngly granted to 
the tVPt> young noblemen. Sir Thomas and 
iSfir Edward Howirdi As this Was an uncom-> 
mon effort of public fpirit, and as I do not 
perceive that either of the noble commanders 
hafd been bred to the iea, there is fome reafon 
ifo^ fttfpefting that felf-intereft might mingle 
'Mtk the earl's patriotifm. The prizes that 
Birton' hid taken had rendered his fhips im« 
Aiienfely rich, confequeutly they were heavy 
hden, dnd unfit for fighting; while we may 
^Sly Bppofe, that the &ip% of the Howards 
were'clean, and -of a fuperior fdrce in every 
r^fpcA, to thofe of Bariion. After encounter^ 
IngS great deafl <of foul weather. Sir Thonus 
Hdwl^d qime up tvith the Lyon, which was 
c^yihi^ahcled by Sir Andrew Bartoii in per*^^ 
{bni afeaSir Edward fell in with the Unicom, 
fettdfi's other (hip. The event was fuch as 
might* bfe expefted froni the inequality of the 

matclu 
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A.i>. 1510. watch* Sir Andrew^ Barton was kiUed while 
he was animating, with his whiiUe, his men 
to hold out to the lafl: ; and both the Scotch 
ihips being taken^ were carried in triumph to 
London with their crews prifoners. Biihop 
iefley, in his Hiftory of Scotland, pretends, 
that the two Engliih commanders made fignals 
of friendihip, and in faft betrayed Barton to 
come within their guns. He adds, that Sir 
Andrew was not killed in the engagement,, 
but died of his wounds at London. Thofb. 
variations, fuppofing them to be true, are: of 
very little confeque^ce.; and I have given the. 
Englifh account, becaufe it feems to be beft 
authenticated,. 
1511. Without entering upon any defencp pf Bar- 

KiLiu^by ton's conduft, I cannot think that of Henry 
*^"' to have been quite defenfible, ^nlefs. it could 
be proved (which! believe is not attempfedtc^ 
be done) that he had complained regularly to 
James, and could receive no fatisfadion. It 
may be proper tq obferve, that the aftion ajgainft 
Barton laid the foundation of Sir Edward 
Howard's fortune ; for,, in the April foUqwing, 
he was conftituted admiral of England, and 
all Henry's French dominions: James could 
never forgive Henry for the lofsrof his 
brave officer. He fent to demand fati^fac^' 
tion ; hut all the anfwer he received was^ 
that Barton and his crews were lawlefs pirajtesj^ 
and that what had been done ag^nft them 

ought 
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ought never to have been refented amOngft a.d.xsii» 
fovereign prinires. This anfwer feems to have 
come from the council, rather than the king, ] . 
of England. It certainly was vague and un- 
fatisfaftory ; and James treated it as fuch. He 
afferted, that Barton was no pirate, becaufe 
he bore his commiifion ; and that he ought to 
have been convifted of piratical ads, before he 
was treated as being guilty of them. That 
Henry thought the condu^a of the Howards 
indefenfible, appears pretty plain from his 
giving orders that all the Scotch crews fhould 
be releafed from their confinement in the arch- 
bifliop of York's palace, and fent home. He 
intimated to James, at the fame time, that he 
was Mfc^illing to accommodate, the affair by way 
of negociation. James thought himfelf af- 
fronted by the propofal. If Barton and his 
men who were killed were pirates, the furviv- 
ing part of his crews were undoubtedly the 
fame ; and, had they been guilty, Henry had 
a ready way of vindicating himfelf to James, 
and all the powers of Europe, by trying them 
in his own courts of admiralty.' He was, how* 
ever, not a little influenced by the ftate of at 
fairs in Europe, 

The Venetian republic bad become obnoxious Affairs ©f 
to the pope, the French king, and other great "T** 
potentates. The French then held the Mila- 
nefe, upon which Maximilian had an eye, but 
was defeated in his expectations.. He bad been 

Vql.IV. Uu re- 
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A.ai5n« fefufed a paflage through tteir territories td 
attack the French; and Lewis hated the re- 
public for their acquifitions in the Milanefe, zi 
the pope did for thofe made from the holy fee. 
It would carry me to too great a length of nar- 
rative, fliould I enter into all the claims which 
the other powers of Europe had upon that 
haughty republic. It is fufficient tb fay, that 
a congrefs was held at Cambray, on pretence 
of regulating fome differences between the 
duke of Gueldres and young Charles of Lux- 
emburgh, and between the latter and the 
French king ; but the true intention of all par- 
ties was to unite in a common league againft 
the Venetians. It was agreed, that the em- 
peror, with the kings of France and Spain, 
fliould fall upon the Venetians at once, which 
they accordingly did, and foon ftripped ti^em 
of all 'they held upon the continent ; fo that 
they were reduced to their original dominion 
in the fea. The French king acquired great 
glory by being at the head of this league, and 
by giving , a fignal defeat to the Venetians. 
The pope, who had regained all he fought, and 
the king of Arragon were alarmed at his great- 
nefs ; and Lewis foon difcovered that they 
were forming intrigues for driving, him out of 
Italy. A5 Lewis found that Maximilian was 
a poor and unprofitable ally, he refolved to 
ftand upon his own feet ; and, inftead of far- 
ther weakening the Venetians, or of attacking 

them 
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them in their city^ he difmifled his army^ and a.d.isu* 
retired to the Milanefe, of which he had lately 
got the inveftiture from Maximilian, who fiill 
continued to be at war with the Venetians, 
and offered to encreafe Lewis's Italian domi* 
nions, if he would recommence hoftilities againfl: 
that republic. The pope, whofe real defign 
wsts to drive all barbarians (for fo he calle4 
the French, Geroians, and Spaniards) out of 
Italy, now altered his plan; and, as he had 
nothing more to exped, he rekafed the Vene- 
tians from the fentence of excommunication 
under which they had lain ever iince the league 
of Cambray. 

Lewis, fenfil^le that the pope's conduA was 
a prelude to a terrible fiorm which muft fall 
uppn his doipinions, would gladly have en- 
gaged Henry the eighth in his intereft; and 
adua^y concluded a treaty with him, in which 
this king of Scotland was comprehended as an 
a^y on both fides. To break the force of this 
treaty, which was chiefly commercial, and to 
prevent any farther engagements between Hen- 
ry and I^e^v^is, the pope fpared nothing that 
could flatter Henry's vanity, of which he was 
aaturaUy fuiiceptible. He fent him a confe- 
crated rofe, and other facred trinkets. He put 
him in mind that he had now the balance of 
po^v^er in his hands ; that the holy church de- 
pended upon him for proteAion ; that he was 
born to b^ the defender of the Chriftian faith, 

U u 2 and 
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A.D.i5ii« and to break the chains which France was 
forging for Europe. Henry could not refift 
the force of this adulation ; and foon entered 
upon a treaty, offenfive and defenfive, with 
Ferdinand, in direft contradi&ion to his en- 
gagements with France. Maximilian and Lewis 
united once mpriB againft the Venetians, who 
were now the pope'^ allies. His holinefs had 
the addrefs to detach the Swifs from the French 
king ; and Bambridge archbifliop of York, who 
was Henry's embaflador at Rome; perfuaded 
his thoughtlefs maimer that the pope was ready 
to lay Lewis and his dominions under an ex- 
communication, the effeft of which, if Henry 
joined the pope, would be his re-annexing to 
his crown all the dominions which the kings of 
England had formerly held in France. Henry 
feemed to believe thofe flattering promifes ; and 
the pope, by artfully playing the reft of the 
powers againft each other, became more in- 
traftable than ever, by thinking himfelf fecure 
of Henry's friendfliip. Lewis offered his ho- 
linefs great conceflions, but all to no purpofe j 
and, at lafl, Lewis and Maximilian formed a 
fcheme for either obliging the pope ta comply 
-with reafon, or to dethrone him, by calling 
a general council in virtue of a decree of the 
council of Bafil. The king of Spain, who was 
likewife jealous of France, was a ufeful ally 
to his holinefs on this occafion ; but his chief 
dependence continued to be upon Henry, ag 

he 
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he was the only prince in Europe who had a. 0.1511. 
money enough to over-bid Lewis in the pur- 
chafe of the needy emperor Maximilian's friend- 
fliip. At laft, Henry fecretly refolved to join 
his holinefs, and took his meafures accordingly, 
Lewis was no ftranger to Henry's inten- 
tions, and redoubled his eflForts to prevail 
upon James to give him a* powerful diverfion, 
by an invafion of England, if he fliould put 
himielf at th^ head of the league aganft France. 
The cars of James and his council were but too 
^ open to his foUicitations ; but he was ftill ex- 

tremely unwilling, if he poffibly could avoid 
it, to come to an open rupture with his ho- 
linefs. Lewis had indided a meeting of pre- 
lates, which he called a, general council, at 
Pila, in which nxeafure he had been joined 
by Maximilian. The war broke out afrefh, 
and the French defeated the united armies of 
the pope and king of Spain.. Lewis was now 
old, and afraid to puflbi his good fortune againft 
his holinefs all the length he might have car- 
ried it He therefore difmiffed part of his army, 
and marched with the reft into the Milariefe. 
James thought that this was a favourable op- 
portunity to reconcile his two good friends, 
> the pope and the French king, with each 

/ other. For this purppfe, he commiflioned For- 

man bifliop of Murray to manage the nego- 
ciation. This prelate was bifhop of Bourges 
in France ; and Lewis had found him .of great 

ufc 



334 THEHISTORY 

A. D. 1511. ufe to him in his negociations with James. 
The council of Pifa was ftill fitting, and, by 
the intereft of Lewis, had not only fuminoned 
the pope to appear before them, but had, in 
faA, endeavoured to depofe him from his au- 
thority. This incautious proceeding united 
the pope's allies more firmly than ever againft 
Lewis ; but fl;ill Henry denied, by his embaf- 
fador at the court of France, that he had en« 
tered into any engagements to the prejudice of 
that king. The latter had a fpy who 'was in 
the pope's fervice at London, and fecretly in- 
formed him of all tranfadions between Henry, 
the pope, and the king of Spain ; fo that Lewis 
was not to be impofed upon, and faithfully 
acquainted James with all the clandeftin^ en« 
gagements that had been entered into by his 
enemies. 
Mediation This did uot divert James from ordering the 
o jamei. j^yj^^p ^f Murray to continue his negociation 
for reconciling the pope and Lewis. The pre- 
late had been very inftrumental in difpofing 
Lewis to an accommodation; but he loi(nd 
his holinefs rife in his demands. He gave For- 
man a moft favourable reception, as emfoafia- 
dor from the king of Scotland; but, thougl) 
he Was then in a paroxyfm of the gout, he 
commanded that prelate to inform Lewis,, that 
he was refolved to renew the war, if he did not 
abandon the intereft of Ac duke of Ferrara,, 
and give up all the advantages he had gained 

over 
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fever the holy fee. This anfwer fJut James a.d.i5ii, 
undev frefli difficulties. Henry, immediately 
after the aflPftir of Barton,, had fcnt Dr. Weft| 
and C<^m^ other mihifiers, with a cdmmiflion 
to iiiahe up all differences with James, aiid to 
tonfirifii the peace between the two nations, 
James declined to enter into any frcfli engage^ 
clients, ag not having received the fatisfa<5tion 
he had demanded for Barton's death; but he 
louad himftlf in no difpofition to take any 
part in the war which was ready to break out. 
Unwaiing to violate either his family-engage- 
ments with France, or the duty he owed to 
his holidefs, he fleered a middle courfe. He 
difowned the council of Pifa, as being fchifma- 
tical; he promifed to grant his holinefs a fub- 
fidy ; but, at the fame time, he gave orders 
for his embaflador at Rome to renew the an* 
cient league between France and Scotland. 
In this, renewal and ratificajtion, which was 
executed on the tenth of July at Edinburgh by 
James, and on (he twelfth of September at 
Blois by Lewis, they refer to all former trea* Treaty witi* 
ties, particularly to that concluded between ^""^*' 
Philip le Bel and Robert Bruce; and all the 
material claufes contained in former treaties, 
are cxprefly mentioned in this, with this re- 
markable difference, "That whereas before, the 
kings of Scotland and France were only ob- 
liged to afEfl: one another in oppofition to the 
Englifh^ or fuch others as fhould offer to in- 

vert 
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A.D.1511. vert the hereditary right of fucceffion ti) theif 
rcfpe6tive crowns, they become now botind 
to aid and aflift one another, and even in 
perfon, if occafion ihould require it, againft 
all who may live and die; that is, the king 
of Scotland, rather than that his allies, the 
king of France and duke of Gueldres, ihould 
perifh, undertook, in conjundlion with them, 
to make war againft the pope and all Italy ; 
the emperor and all Germany ; the king of 
England and his formidable dominions of Eng« 
land and Ireland; the king of Arragon and 
all Spain; the governefs of the Netherlands 
and all Holland, Brabantj Flanders, the ftate 
of Venice, and cantons of Swifferland." 
A frmh This treaty was kept for fome time fccret, 

uL. "*' becaufe James was riot yet out of hopes of 
Forman's fucceeding in his negociation, and 
of bringing Henry off from his connexions 
with the pope. Thej^atter, on the other hand, 
was confident that he would be able to prevail 
upon James to accede to the league which had 
been formed for the defence of the holy fee. 
He wrote letters, which are ftill extant, com- 
plaining, that he was the only Chriftian prince 
,who, by quarrelling with his brother-in-law, 
Henry, had prevented him from afting openly 
and vigoroufly in aflerting the rights of the 
holy fee. James, in confequence of the plan 
he had laid down, permitted a fynod of his 
clergy to be held at the Black Friars in Edin- 
burgh, 
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l^urgh, in prefenqa of th^ pope's nuoclo. There a. ^^ Aim 
the tax of ^ftj^raont (fo o^U^ from 4 ftuncia 
of that nam^ who, in ii?75s fettled the t^x. 
to be paid by the clergy) wa$ renewed and. 
confinned ; that is, all benefices of valuatioq 
above forty pounds fterling a y^ar, were to 
pay a qertai* ittin to the pope, ai>d a» mu<;h ;. 
a$ the king's uecefiities required. This taxa-« 
tion, however, could not be impofcd-or levied 
without the king's confent, becaufe, without 
that, the clergy could not meet; y^orhadany 
national council been held in Scotland fince 
the year 1487. That it met now^ was owing 
to the attachment of James to the holy fee, 
and the great defire be lud to reconcile the 
pope to the Frciv:h kiiig. Henry faw with 
4e^ concern the part which Jame^ wa» likely 
to 91(3: in the impending war ; and fent two . 
embafladors, the lord Dacres and Dr. Weft, 
to him, to endeavour, if. pofllble, to break off 
his conne<9;ions with France. They offered, 
in their mailer's name, to give him all the fk^ ^ 
tisfaclion he could require for Barton's death, 
and the capture of his ihips j to withdraw the 
Englifli troops who^ according to the treaty, 
had been fent to aft againll the duke pf Guel- 
dres ; and even to accept pf his mediation for 
concluding a peace with France. 

James feemed to liften tp thofe propofals, 
when, in an evil hour for , him, La Mptte, ^ 
.French embaffador, arrived at his court. He 

Vol. IV. . Xx was 
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A«D.i5ia: was' an aftive, plaufible, intriguing minifter; 
and he brought with him undoubted evidences 
of an Englifli fleet having already failed upon 
an expedition againfl France, and that the in- 
tention of Henry was only to amufe James till 
his armament fliould arrive at its place of' de- 
ftination. Jame^, at tKat time, had a confi- 
derable fleet ready, of which three were capital 
ihips, the Michael, Margaret, and James, and 
not to be matched in all Europe. He was ex- 
afperated to the laft degree at the duplicity 
(as he imagined it) of Henry, and winked at 
his borderers' renewing their hoftilities againft 
England. H6 likewife gave Robert Barton, 
the brother of him who had been killed, letters 
of reprifal, and fent him, -with feveral flout 
Clips, to the Englifli coaft, from whence they 
returned, in the month of July this year, with 
thirteen rich prizes. The difadvantageous turn 
which affairs in Italy took againft Lewis, who 
there loft all his territories, and th« expedi- 
tion fent againft France from England, ought 
to have rendered James cautious. By his en- 
• gagements with France, he was wantonly to 
enter into a war not only with his brother-in- 
law, but with the other great powers of Eu- 
rope, without having any ally but Lewis, who 
was fo far from being able to give him any 
afliftance, that he* could not defend his own 
territories. His embaflador, the bifliop of 
Murray, was ftill continuing his negociations 

for 
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for a peace, and was perpetually making jour- a.D'ish* 
nies between Italy and France ; but though 
the contending powers expreffed great refped 
for his mediation, they had already taken their 
meafures ; and, had it not been 4hat the crafty 
Ferdinand ^mploye<^ the EngUfh troops againft 
Navarre inftead of Gafcony, Lewis muft have 
been ihaken on his throne. 
If we are to bcUeve fome of the Scotch- hif- a fleet 

lent from 

torians, James was not a little afFefted with scotuad. 
this ftate of aflFairs. He fentthe bilhop'of Mur-. 
ray, who w^s then returned to Scotland, to 
demand pf Henry a parcel of jewels, which 
had been bequeathed by Arthur prince of Wales 
to his fifter, queen Margaret. Heniy, in the 
audience he gave to the bifhop, exprcffed the 
higheft efteem and aflFedlion for James. He 
promifed to fend him the jewels, nay double 
their value, or whatever money James fliould 
pleafe to call fot, provided he (to ufe Henry's 
exprefiion) would fit in his chair, that is, would 
remain an unconcerned fpeftator in the war 
between him and France. He even went fo 
far as to intimate, that if James would reftore 
the good underftanding between the two king- 
doms, he would create him duke of York, and 
if he went abroad as he intended, leave him 
regent of England. Torman having reported 
his negociation to James, that prince aftually 
came to a refolution to lay afide all thoughts 
of a breach with , England 5 but the famous 
X X 2 Bernard 
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A*D,iji», B^rdard Stwrt d'Aubsgni.(AV$io had refidcd 
ib Scotland for foBie time oil the psrt of 
^ Lewis) by thfe great ftmily^hrtear^fl: he had 
Y^ith the nobility eild tlei^, joidcd to a t)ro«» 
per diftributidii of Bloaoy^ fortadd fuch a party 
ih the Scotch miniftryi as btoi£b^ frotn. janaes'd 
cx>urt all moderate Gouofels* It was therefore 
refolved not to invade Englaisd, bat to equi|i 
a fleets aild to iknd three i6r four thoiifatid 
knd f6rces on board, to the aiiftaaie of thie 
French king. The^omtAfcnd of thofe troops 
was given to thfe carl of Aj^ran; but Jame^ 
Gordon of Lelterfury^ a foa of the earl of 
Huntley, was admiral of the fleet* Buchanan^ 
againft the evidence of all records^ Ja^s^ that 
inKead of failing to Fraficc, the «,irl of Arrin 
(who by the bye had not the commaod of the 
fleet) directed his cpurfe to Iteiatid, '^herc hq 
plundered the town of Knockfergus (Carrick- 
fergus) and committed other ^hoftilitieiB* This 
. is a grofs mifrepi^fent^tioii of the e;xpeditiozL; 
The earl of Arrkn had, at thst tinse, great 
f eptltation on account of his bchaviotlr in I>en- 
mark ; ind James. Was fo ill tent oa the^ faccefs 
of this jcnterprize, that he laifed ih thfe St^ Mi- 
(thael, the admiral's ihip, tili H^ had cleared 
the iflaiid of May iii the month of the Forth. 
The forces werfe landed in.Frahce; tod^ tho* 
we are ignorant of the particulars^ it is certain 
they did great fcrvice to Lewis^ ^ho/fcttkd a 
pcnfion on the earl 

Not 
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Not fatisfied whli this mark of his gratitude^ a.d, 1511. 
htwiu ^avc Oirdciis ftxt ratifying and augmcating of the "" 
the ]^rittlc|;<ss of the Scotch natioQ in France, kln^ 
ThH was occa£oii«d hj a complaint entered by 
Foitean^ Che Scotch ecabaffador at the court oi 
France^ t^t iccitain of the French judicatories 
refufed to at:kno^edge the Scotijh rights axbd 
privdeges io that kingdom. Ijcwis; to remove 
all complaints oa that head, ordered letters 
of naturalilfcatton to be dfa^n up^ in favour of 
all th^ Scotch AattOB^ for the foliowiitg reafons : 
^ Bdcaiofe of the league ^hich had been of old 
made aijd obfer ved (de toute ancienRete) bet^y^ea 
the two a$iti0^n&( and in confideratiea. of the 
gr6tt and nighty ibrvkes done by the Scots 
to the ki^gs a»d kingdom of France, efpeciall/ 
during the reign of Charles the fevcnth^ whe^ 
many princes of Scotland came ov^r to France^ 
and helped to expel th^ EngUih^ who were 
then majCkers <^ the mofi: part of it. Far which 
fignsl pie<^ of &rviceB and the undaunted cou- 
rage exprefled by the Scots on -all occafions, 
(hat monarch, Charles the feventfa^; had t^ 
pointed 1?wo hundred of them to gujard his 
peifoUi of whom an hundred were men of 
arms, and are now, adds the record, the hun* 
dred lances of our ancient ordinance, and an 
huhdrtd archers, twenty-four of whom ire 
CHUed archers of the body. Secondly, Becaufe 
of the un&aken fidelity which, without any 
tariation or interruption, has at all times been 

con- 



34? T H E H I S T O R T 

A*D.i5i}. confpicuous in thofe of that nation, and of 
the extraordinary good offices done by the 
prefent king of Scotland^ who has disclared 
himfelfv a faft friend of ^hc French monarchy, 
in oppofition even to his own brother-in-law 
the king of England, and has fent both a con« 
' fiderable land army, and a &eet confifling of 
many good fliips, to France : upon which ac-^ 
count his fubjefts ought to be for ever encou- 
raged and favoured above all others.'* 
Newci*- '^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Arran, having landed his troops, 

ili^L^*^ and discharged his commiflfon, fet fail from 
France ; but was obliged to put in at Garrick- 
fergus for provifions, for which he offered 
ready money. The inhabitants treated him 
only with infults and brutality; fo that he 
was under a kind of neceffity to land fome of 
his failors, who plundered the town, which 
might g;ive rife to Buchanan's miftake, when 
he fays that he did it on his voyage to France. 
After all, the earl muft have made a very fliort 
ftay in France, if he did riot fail till the twenty- 
fixth of July this year^ fo that I am inclined 
to think that he did no more than land part 
of his men, and return to Scotland. This is 
the more probable, as James appears, by this 
time, to have been determined upon an ofFen- 
five war with England. He had, in the begin- 
ning of this year, fent the lord Drummond, 
Sir Robert Lawder of the Bafs, and fome other 
gentlemen, to treat with the lord Conyers and 

Sir 
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Sir Robert Drury on the part of Henry; but^ A,D*isfj# 
as we. have already feen, both that negociation, j 

and that with the lord,Dacres and Dr. Weft, ' 

were defeated by French influence. The tur- 
bulent pope Julius the fecond was now dead^ j 
but had left James under a fcntence of excom- 
munication ; and Henry was now involved in 
a hot war, both by fea and land^ with France, 
being engaged in perfoh along with the em* 
peror Maximilian, who ferved under his ban- 
ners in befieging Teroucnne. Before Henry's 
departure for the continent^ James, to colour 
his conduft with fome (hew of juftice, had again 
demanded that the flayers (as they are called) 
of Barton and his men fliould be puniflied; 
but all he could obtain from Henry was, that 
they ihould appear in his courts by their attor^ 
neys, though no penalty was to follow if they 
did not appear. James complained of this, we 
. think with great reafon ; and underfl;anding 
that Henry had left England, he drew up a 
letter by way of manifefto, containing all the 
caufes of his complaints^ He reproached Henry HoUbfted 
for denying a fafe-conduft to an embaflador 
whom he intended^ to fend to England ; for 
his trifling in the affair, of Barton ; and for his 
having protefted one; Heron and his accom* 
plices, who had killed a Scotch warden, be- 
fides carrying away a number of his fubjefts 
in chains to England, He complained that 

part 
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A. 0.151s* part of his wife's fortune rcnaained ftfll un- 
paidy and of Henry haviag made war againfi: 
the duke of Gueldres^ as well as the moft 
Cbriftiaa king ; bcfides feveral other provoca- 
tions. In the clofe of this ktter^ he plainly 
requires Henry to withdraw his troops out of 
France^ dedaring, that if he«did not^ he woukl 
take part with Lewis. This letter was wrote 
the twenty-fixth of July, the very day that the 
Scotch fleet failed, 
jamet Jauies had» by this time^ received fupplies 6f 

fo^w'". ihipping, arrns^ ammunition, and provifions 
of every kind, from 'France and Denmark. 
He had a noble train of ordnance, fabricated 
by one Borthwic, an excellent workman ^; 
and he had received fourteen thoufand crowns 
in a prefent £rom I>ewis. His condu<E); is faid 
to have been not a little influenced by a letter 
and a jewel he received from the queen of 
France, whofe champion^ according to the ro* 
mantic notions of tho£b days^ he profefled him*r 
felf to be* He had given the lord Hume orders 
to make reprifals upon the borders; and he 
had renewed his agreement with the Iriflr chief « 
tain, O'Donnel, who had come to Edinburgh 
for that purpofe, and who promiied to. make 
war upon the Englifii in Ireland, as foon as he 
ihould hear that hoftilities were begun by Jamesi> 



• All his cannons had the following tiUbription : 
** Mac^ina fum 8oot6| Borthwic fabricata Roberto/ 
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• Thouffh James had, for fomc time, been a. p. 1513. 
fully refdved on a nipturc with England, yet tuaiion. 
he thought it highly neceffary that it fiiould 
have the fan<9ion of his parliament, which he 
affembledfor that purpofe. The young nobi- 
lity, befides their knowing the fentiments of 
James, had been won over by the French ; and 
the majority of them, as well as of the clergy 
(which was pretty extraordinary, as James 
was, in effect, to fight againft the pope and 
his allies) were keen for a war with England* 
The old counfellors, on the other hand^ who 
faw the flourifhing ftate of Scotland, arifing 
from a long peace, and their commerce^ which 
was protcftcd by a fleet, dreaded the ruinous 
confequences of a war. The queen naturally 
hea!ded this party ; and flie was joined by the 
earl of Angus, and the wifcft part of the no* 
bility. They remonftrated (which appears to ht 
true from the hiftories of the times) that Lewift , 

was in no danger ; that the ftate of affairs oti 
thcr continent cotild not wan-ant Jameses in* 
vafion of England ; and that, in reality, neither 
Henry nor his fubjcfts had done any thing to 
provoke him to come to extremities, having 
offered him reafonable fatisfaftion for all his 
juft complaints j and that the differences ftill 
iinadjufttd between them were too inconfider- 
able to occafion even a^coldnefs between the 
two courts. They added, that as the prince 
of Scotland was yet in his cradle, the king* 
Vol. IV. yy dorn 
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A.o. 1513. dom muft be reduced to a moft deplorable 
condition in cafe of a minority. All thpfc 
arguments made .no impreffion upon James. 
He had received a frefli prefent from Lewis 
of four fliips laden with wine and flour, and 
two Ihips of war completely equipped^ Qxxp 
of them carrying thirty-four , pieces of brafs 
ordnance. He had promifed to the French 
queen, upon his honour, that he would tak^ 
the field againft the Engliih ; and ihe had fent 
him a frefli lettert gently reproaching him fo^ 
want of gallantry, and for not being fo" good 
as his word. In fliort, the reafonings of ii^^ 
wifeft and bcft part of the nobility were over* 
ruled, and the expedition againft England was 
rcfplvcdon. 

By this time, the Scotch herald, Lyon, had 
delivered the letter from James into Henry's 
hand. That prince was ftill befieging Te- 
roucnne; and had no fooner read the Icttert 
than he declared in a paflion to the herald^ 
that he would return at his own pleafurCjj and 
not at his mafter's fummons. Jhe . herald jce- 
fiifcd to carry fuch a verbal anfwer, and re- 
quired one in writing. Henry, upon this, af- 
/embled his council, to deliberate on the anfwef 
he fliould return. After fome debate, the he* 
raid was again called in; and Henry told him. 
with >great heat, that ' his matter, the king of 
Scotland, had bafely. broken his faith and ho- 
nour j and that had he (Henry) been at home, 

he 
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lie'durft not have afted as he did. He then A^o.isist 
renounced all friendfhip and alliance with 
James ; and concluded by faying, that he had 
left behind him a nobleman who would not 
fiiSer his lubjeds to be infulted. The herald 
again refufed to repeat fuch a meflage to his 
mailer, and infifted upon a fetter. One vas tetter of 
accordingly drawn up in very fevere terms, jH^^/"* 
accufing James of a breach of .faith, and of 
never having declared that he would invade. 
his dominit^ns in favour of the French king, 
till Henry had left England. He put him in 
mind, that his partiality for Lewis had drawn 
down upon him the fevereft cenfures of the 
church. . He- fet before his eyes the example 
of the king of Navarre, who, for the fame 
reafon, was then a king without dominions; 
and intimated that the French king did no- 
thing to relieve him in his diftrefs, thereby 
inflnuating, that James might very foon be in 
the fame condition. He pofitively denied that 
he had ever refufed a fafe-conduft to a Scotch 
embaiTador, and (aid, that the herald who told 
him fo had made a finifter report contrary ^to, 
truth. He concluded* with an abfolute refufal . 
of defifting'from his expedition at the.requi«: 
fition of James ; and threatening him with 
reprifals if he ihould prefume to invade hisj 
dominions. This fetter was dated the twelfth 
of Auguft; but the herald on his return, hav* 
ing miffed of his paffage from Flandera to Scot* . 

y y 2 land, 
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A.i>. 15^3 'a»€t> never hid an opportDnity of delivering 
it into his mafter's hands ; tho' it has been potH 
Uihed from the Englifh records fay HolHiiflied 
and Rymer. 

iiifafioB of l'^^ ^^I ^^ Hume, who was chamberlain 

EfiftUiui. ^f Scotland, was, at this jnnaure, at the head 
of feven or eight thoufand men, with whom 
he committed prodigious devafiations on the 
EngKih borders. Henry's queen, Catharine of 
Spain, ,whom he had left regent of his domi* 
nions, iflfued a commiifion of array, dhre£ted. 
to Sir Thomas Lovel, knight of the garter, for 
affemUing the militia of the counties of Not- 
tingham, Derby, Warwic, Leiccfter, Staflford, 
Rutland, Northstmpton, and Lincoln. The 
management of the war, however, was chiefly 
committed to the eari of Surry, who alFembled 
the militia of Chefter, Lancafter, Northumber- 
land, Weftmordand, Cumberland, and the bi- 
ihopric of Durham. The earl of Hume had, 
by this time, laid great part of Northumber* 
land wafte ; and his men were returning home 
laden with booty. The earl of Surry, refolv- 
ing to intercept them, ordered Sir William 

? Bulmer to form an ambufh, with a thoufand 

archers, at a place called Broomhoufe, extreme- 
ly convenient for thai purpofe, by which the 
Scots muft pafs. As the latter expefted no- 
thing of that kind, Bulmer executed his orders 
with great fuccefs. f be archers aflaculted the 
Scots all at once, and made fo good tift of their 
• arrows. 
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anrew8» that their main body was put to flight, ^•^- '5'v 
£ve hundred ixrere killed, and four hundred 
take% wkh the lord Hume's fiandard, which 
he left on the field of battle ; the greateft part 
of the plunder being recovered at the fame 
time. The commonalty of Scotland termed 
this expedition of the lord Hume's the Ill-road. 

Jao^es was more exafperated than ever by p^g^^f 
this defeat, and continued his preparations for 
invading England with additional vigour. 
His queen did aU that became a wife and pru* 
dent wife to divert him from his fatal purpofe. 
She endeavoured to work upon his fuperfii- 
tion, by recounting to him her ominous dreams, 
and her boding apprehenfions. James treating 
thefe as mere Ulufion;^ and fi^ons of the brain, 
^^Sk (faid ihe) it is Xko fidion that you are 
entering upon a dangerous, and I am afraid an 
unjaft, war; that your fon is an infant, and 
myfelf.a ftranger, among a people who hate 
my nation, and will ciefpife my authority, 
ihould you be unfuccefsful." Finding all her 
remonftrances of that kind vain, ihe had re- 
courfe to other arts. WhUe James was waiting 
at Linlithgow for the arrival, of his army from 
the North and the Highlands, he ^liEfied one 
afternoon at the veTpers in the church of St 
MichaeLv Being placed in one of the canons 
feats, a venerable, comely, man, of about fifty* 
. two years of age^ drel£srd in a long garment 
of an zziirc colour, and girded round with a 

towel 
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towel or roll of linncn, his forehead bald, and 
his yellow locks hanging down his fhoulders ; 
in fliort, he was dreffed and formed to appear 
like St Andrew, the apoftle of Scotland, as 
he 18 reprefented in painting and fculpture. 
The church being crowded, this perfo^age, 
with fome difficulty, niade his way to the king's 
feat, and leaning over it, he fpoke to the fol- 
lowing purpofe : " Sir (faid he), I am fent hither 
to intreat you for this time to delay your ex- 
pedition, and to proceed no farther in your 
intended journey : for if you do, ye fliall not 
profpcr in' your enterprize, nor any of your 
followers. I am farther charged to warn you, 
if ye be fo refradory as to go forward, not /to 
ufe the acquaintance, company, or counfel of 
women, as ye tender your honour, life, and 
eftate.'* After delivering thofe words, he re- 
tired^ through the crowd, and was no more 
feen, though, when the fervice was ended, 
James earneftly enquired after him. 

That this fcene was afted feems to be paft 
difpule ; for Sir David Lindfay, who was then 
a young man, and prefenc in the church, re- ■ 
ported it both to Buchanan and Lindfay the 
hiftorian. It is, however, equally certain, that 
the whole was a contrivance of the queen, to 
whofe other affliftions the fiings of jealoufy 
were now added. In one of the Scotch in- 
roads into England, one Heron, the proprietor 
of the caftle of Ford, had been taken prifoner^ 

and 
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and fent to Scotland, where he was detained a. d. 151 j. 
on a charge of murder, of which he feems 
to have been innocent* The Englifli hifto- 
rians mention this as having paffed after James 
entered England ; bi?:t, from the latter part of 
the fuppofed phantpm's fpeech, I am inclined 
to believe^ that it -happened before;. and that 
Hcroa'3 jKvifq and beautiful daughter had been, 
for forae time, iblliciting James for. his deli- 
verance. Be that as it may, it is too probable 
that James was fmitten with the charms of the 
daugfiter, and that her mother, who was a 
moft artful woman, knew how to avail herfelf 
of thtJ conqueft. Pi*etending that fhe had in- 
iereft enough to procure the releafq of the lord 
Johtiftoft and Alexander Hume, who were 
prifoneris in England, ihe was permitted by 
James t6 keep a coriftaht correfpondence with 
the earl of Surry, to whom fixe is faid to have 
bctfayed all James's fecrets and mcafures. The 
rendezvous of James's army was at the Bur- 
row-moor, to which James repaired ; and hav- 
ing given orders (qr the march of his artillery, 
he lodged at the abbey of Holyrood-houfe. 
WHile he was there, another attempt was made 
to divert him from his purpofe of invading 
England j: but'though it.is very gravely related 
by the Scotch writers^ it is of too ludicrous a 
caft; to be admitted into the body of hiftory j 
and- the reader will find it-in the ngtes, as re- ^ 

counted 
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A.D. 1513. counted by Lindfay *, who fays he had it from 
a perfon who was prefent, and heard the fu- 
pematural fummons pronounced. The queen, 
in hopes that this fecond alarm would make 
an impreflion upon her hulband, renewed (but 
all in vain) her rcafoning to difluade him from 
the expedition ; adding, what was but too true, 
that if he entered England with his army, he 
would find her countrymen wcH prepared to 
receive him. 

* ** In tbis mean time, when they were taking forth \bw ,/ 

artillery-y and the king being in the abbey for the time, there 
was a cry heard at the market-croi« of Edinburgh, a/t'th& Jieut^ 
of midnight, proclaiming as it had been a fumnioas, whidi Wfts 
named and called by the proclaimer thereof, The Sumn^ns of 
Flotcock 5 which dcfired all -men ** to compear, both earl and 
lord, and bar<m and gentleman, ^uid all Jbon^ft gentl^^ with*- 
in the town (every man fpecified by iiis own name) within' 
the fpace of forty days, before his matter, wh^re it flrouHhap.* 
pen him to appoint, and be for t|ie tjme, undttr ^ pais (Of 
difobedience." But whether this funamons was proclaimed by ^ 

' vain perfons, night-walkers, or driink men, for their paftime, 
or if it was but a ^irit, I cannot ^1^ truly-: but k wa* &tw«l 
to me, that an inn-dweller of the town, .Mr. Richard Lawfon, 
bfeing evil diipofed, ganging in his gallery ftair forewent the 
crois, hearing this voice proclaikning tbif- fvmmon9, tjusnglrt 
marvel what it fhould be, cried on his fervant to bring him his 
purfe J and when he had brought him it, he took out a crown, 
and cail over the ftair, %ing, << I appeal frQ^x that &minoos» 
judgment and fentence thereof, and takes me all whole in tbf 
mercy of God, and Chrift Jefus his ibn.'^ Verily the author tff 
tbis, that cauied me write the manpaer of the fummons, was a 
landed gentleman, who was. At that time, twenty, years of age^ 
and was in the town the time ^ the faid fummons 5 and there'- 
after, when the %kl was ftricken, he fwore to me, there was no 
man that efcaped that was cailtd in this fummons, but that one - 
man alone, which made his proteftatiOn, and at>pealed &om the 
4^d (ummops ; hut a|l tlK>v$ were ippctfiod in the fkld wall 
the king.**^ Lindfay, 

James, 
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James, deaf to all her fol^citationsi muftered ^f^g'^'^* 
his army; and on the twenty-fecond of Auguft 'ionaof tii^ 
he pafled the Tweed, encamping that night Sunj, 
near iht banks of the- TwifleL On his arrival 
at Twiffelhaugh on tjie fourteenth, he called 
an affembly of his lords together (for it could 
be no parliament) and niade a declaration, that 
the heirs of all fuch as ihpuld die in the army, 
or be killed by the enemy during his flay in 
England, fhould have their wards, relief, and 
marriages of the king, who^ upon that acqount, 
difpenfed with their age. This is faid to have 
been the crifts of that prince's fate. Aban- 
doned to his pafilon for his Englifh miftrefs^ fhe 
prevailed with him, at her mother's irriga- 
tion, to trifle^away his time for fome dayS| 
during which interval, the junAion of the Eng- 
lifh army was formed. The ^arl of Surry, the 
Englifh general, was then at Pomfret; but 
ordered the landholders of the neighbouring 
counties to certify to him, in writing, what 
nupaber of men each could furnifh, charging 
them to be ready^ at an hour's warning, to 
Ukc the field, i This pjFQVed to be a wife pre- 
caution on the part of the Englifli. That na- 
tion :iyais, in general, highly exaQ)erated at 
the condud of James during the abfence of 
thdrking ; and t;he earl of Surry laid his plan . 
£> as not to bring his army into the field till 
James had advanced fo far into England, as to 
render it very difficult for him to retire without 
..VputV^ Zz age- 
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A. a i|S3. a g^net^l battle. This precaution aflifted tlie 
lady Ford (as file is called) in perfuading James 
that there was no danger in the delay, because 
the tlnglifh had not the face of an army in 
the field. 

The Scot! In the mean tiitie, the carl df Surry or- 
dered the governors of Bcrwic and Norhain, 
the two ftrongeil places on the frontiers of 
England, to prepare for avigotous refiftancev 
in cafe they were attacked; and dkeded them 
to certify how long they could hold out, iA 
hopes that if tliey made a r^fblute d«ftnc6^ 
James would march on, and Uzrt them in hit 
rear. The goxncmor of Nosl^am^s anfwer wa^ 
that hin caftle was fo 'well provided, as to kav« 
him no doubt, in cafe of a fiegt, to be able M 
defend it till king Henry fliould retiarn from 
abroad, and relieve it in perfon. James, how-^ 
ever, befieged it on the tUf^nty-fif di qf Auguft^ 
and battered it to forioufly, that betook it by 
Capitulation the fixth day after. Jamea theo 
proceeded to the caftle of £tal, belcHxgii^ to 
the family of Manners (now dukes of Rutbuid) 
Ivhich he took and demol^ed likewife, as he 
did Wark, and arrived before the cafile of 
Ford. Here the Scotch hiftorians briiig him 
firft acquainted (though I am inclined to be of 
a different opinion) with that iady. and h& 
daughter ; but all hift<>ries agree, thtft his conn 
nections with them w^e fatal to. his ctown ami, 
perfon, by dOfarmiag him of that, vigour and 
: ' * . . aftivity 
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aftivity which wa$ fo neccffary for the fuqccfs a.j). 1513^ 
of his expeditioD* 

The Scotch army is generally allowed to MeOageof 
have confilled of at leait fifcy thoufand men sur^'V> 
when it paffed the Tweed. At the time I treat ^**-* 
of, it was encamped on the heights of Cheviot, 
in the heart of a country naturally barren, and 
now defolate through the precautions taken 
by the Englifli general Being obliged to ex- 
tend their quarters for the benefit of fubiiftence, 
the mercenary part of them had acquired a ^ 
confiderable plunder, with which, as ufual, they 
retired to their own country, as many more 
did for want of fubfiftence. The earl of Surry 
knew their fituation, and ordered the rendez- 
vous of his army firil at Newcaftle, and then 
i^e^r Norham ; having certain intelligence of the 
vafi defertions daily happening in the Scotch 
army, which hadjSreduced it greatly. The 
wetnefs of the feafon rendered his march, et 
pecially that of the artillery, extremely diffi- 
cult; but being joined by the lord Dacres, Sir 
William Bulmer, Sir Marmaduke Conftable» 
and other perfons of great diftindion, h^ 
qiarched, on the third of September, to Aln- 
wic, where he was reinforced by five thoufand 
hardy veteran troops fent from the Engliih 
army on the continent, imder the comnjand 
of his fon, the lord-admiral of England; ih 
that the EngUlb authors admit his army tq 

Z z 2 have 
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A.D.1S13. have confifted of twenty-fix thoufand men,* 
all eomplctely armed and provided for thfe field. 
James having, in the manifefto wtich he difperfed 
oh his entering England, given the death of 
Barton as one of the caufes of his invafion, the 
lord-admiral had prevailed with Henry to fend 
him upon this fervice; and he informed James 
by a letter, that he intended to juftify the death 
of that pirate in the front of the En^lifh army. 
By this time, the army of James was, by 
defertion and other caufes, reduced to lefi 
than half its numbers; but the chief misfor-* 
tune attending it was his own conduft. His 
indolence and inaftivity, joined to the fcanda- , 
lous example of his amours, at fuch a feafen, 
had difgufted fome of his grcateft men and beft 
friends ; and fome of them more than fufpefted 
a correfpondence between the Englilh lady and 
the earl of Suiry, ' James was deaf to all their 
remonftrances ; and the earl of Angus (the 
feme who had obtained the name of Bell the 
Cat) declared that he was refolved to return 
home, as he forefaw that the ruin of the army 
was inevitable through the obftinacy of James^ 
He accordingly withdrew to Scotland, but left 
behind him his two fons. The lord Hume 
• and the earl of Huntley were likewife difcon- 
tentcd. The former liad brought his iden into 
the field, but, according to fome Scotch hif- . 
torians, with a defign rather to betray than to 

fwve 
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ferve James ; but Huntley, though he difliked a, d. 151s* 
his mafter's condud:, remained firmly attached 
to his perfon. 

The defe^on or backwardnefs of thofe great BatUe </ 
men feemed to make no impreffion upon James. Md,'^ 
He knew that he was beloved by the bulk of 
his army ; that his nobility in general were paf- 
fionately fond of glory, and devoted to his fer- 
vice ; and he madly refolved to rilk every thing, 
that he might' oblige the court of France. He 
had chofen a ftrong camp in the neighbour- 
hood of Ford, on the fide of a mountain called 
Floddon-hill ; and he was feparated from the 
Englifii army by the river Till. This advan- 
tageous fituation put the earl of Surry under 
great dlfiiculties ; for it rendered the Scotch 
army inacceflible, as it was fortified by artil- 
lery, and was now well fupplied with provi- 
fions by the chsinge of its fituation. The earl ^ 
drew up a manifefto, with which he charged 
Rouge Croix, herald, who was attended by a 
trumpet. It contained fome propofals for an 
exchange of prifoners, which feems to have 
been calculated to give the lady Ford the more 
credit wi£h James ; but concluded with re- 
proaches for his perfidious invafion of England, 
and a defiance for James to fight him in a gene- 
ral battle. The herald was farther charged 
with a verbal commiffion to acquaint James, 
that the earl of Surry had iflued orders, that 

no 
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A- D. 1513; The earl of Surry, who Was then fo infirna 
that he was carried about in a fedan or chariot, 
had forefeen, like an experienced general, that 
James would return an anfwer by one of his 
own heralds; but, unwilling that he iEould 
obtain ahy knowledge of the fituation of the 
Engliih camp, he ordered proper perfons to 
receive him at two miles diftance, where foon 
after he himfelf attended in perfon. Way exe- 
cuted his commifiion without paying much 
refped to the perfon . of the Englifh general, 
who difmifled him, after beftowing great com- 
pliments upon the honour and courage of James. 
The earl then ordered his atmy to march in 
the line of battle towards WooUerhaugh. There 
he^ was joined by Rouge Croix, herald, who 
gave him an account of the ftrong fituation 
of the Scotch camp; but the advanced pofts of 
the Englifh army wer^ then within three miles 
of their enemies, and the earl of Surry found 
his difficulties daily encreafitig. . The ro^ds 
were broken up, the fwelling of the rivers cut 
him off from the neceflary communications fot 
fupplying his army, and nothing but a battle 

we cxprefTed fpecially in our oath> that we would keep to our 
brother, if our brother kept to us, and not elfe j we fware that 
our brother broke firft to us, and of his breach we have re- 
quired him divers times of amends, and lately we warned him, 
as he did not us, ere we broke ; and this we take for our quar- 
rel and by Gpd's grace fhall defend the £^af at your affixed time, 
which with God's help we (hall abide.*' 

could 
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could fave him either from being difbanded or a. d. 15 13; 
dcftroyed. 

James feems to have fo far regarded the ad« 
vice of his wifeft counfellors, as not to aban- 
don his ftrong fituation. They endeavoured 
to perfuade him, that it was a fuflicient guard 
to his honour, if he did not decline the battle 
on the day appointed ; and that his engagement' 
did not bind him to fight upon difadvantageous 
ground. The Scots, at the fame time, knew 
of their enemy's diftreffes ; and, as Drummond 
elegantly expreffes it, they remonftrated to 
their king, that he lacked nothing but patience 
to be viftorious. The Scots thus lying on the 
defenfive, the earl of Surry again fent Rouge 
Croix to inform James that he was ready to 
give him battle. James was fenfibly nettled 
at this tacit imputation upon his honour, and 
perhaps was inwardly vexed for having fol- 
lowed the wife advice of his noblemen. It is 
certain, from the beft authorities, that he neg- 
leded the ncceffary precautions for guarding 
the paflages of the Till, which the Englifli 
croiled, partly at a place where it was fordable^ 
and partly at a bridge. We are told, not with- 
put a great appearance of probability, that 
while the Engliih were paffing the bridge, 
Borthwic, mafter of the Scotch artillery, fell 
upon his knees, and begged permiflion from 
James to point his cannoia againft the bridge ; 

Vol. IV. Aaa but 
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A.D.1513. but that James anfwered him in a paffioii, that^ 
it muft be at the pdril of his (Borthwic's) head,' 
and that he was refolved to fee all his enemies 
that day on the plain before him in ^ body. 
The earl of Surry, after paffing the Till, took 
poffeilion of Braxton, which lay to the right 
of the Scotch caipp ; and by that fituation he 
cut oflF the communix:ation of his enemies with 
the Tweed, and he commanded the Till below* 
Eton-caftle. The Scotch generals faw them- 
felves now in danger of being reduced to the 
fame firaits in which their enemies had been 
involved two days before, and their country* 
open to an invafion of the Englifli army. James 
had fecret intelligence that this was far from 
being the intention of the Englifli general; 
and imagining that the latter's intention was, 
to take poflefiion of a Urong camp upon a hill, 
between him and the Tweed, which would 
give the Engliih a farther command of the 
country, he refolved to be "before-hand with 
the earl, and gave orders for making large 
fires of green wood, that the fmoke might 
cover his inarch along the height, to take ad- 
vantage of that eminence. But while this ftra- 
tlgem concealed .his march from the Engliih, 
their movements were concealed from him ; 
for when he came to the brow of the height 
over which he had marched, he found the 
enemy drawn up in order of battle on the. 

plain|i 



OF SCOTLAND. 463 

plain, but fo ddfe to the height where he was, A- ^ »i'at 
that his artillery, on which his great dependence 
was, muft ovcrflioot them; 

A battle was now not pnly unavoidable, but 
the only means of faving the Scotch army, 
which, I am inclined to think, was far from 
being a difagreeable circumftance to James* 
His perfon was fo dear to his troops, that many 
of them dreffed themfelves as nearly as they 
could in the fame coats of armour, and with 
the fame diftindions that James wore that day. 
His generals had earneftly defired him to retire 
to a place of fafety, where his perfon would 
be fecure in all events ; but he obftinately re- 
fufed to follow their advice, and on the ninth. 
of September, early in the morning, difpofi-* 
tions were ordered for the line of battle. The 
command of the van was allotted to the earl 
of Huntley ; the earls of Lenox and Argylc 
commanded the Highlanders under Janies, 
who, fome fay, ferved only as a volunteer ; and 
the earls of Crawford and Montrofe led the 
body of refervc. The earl of Surry gave the 
command of his van to his fon, the lord-admi* 
ral ; his right wing was commanded by his 
othe;: fon. Sir Edward Howard; and his left 
by Sir Marmaduke Conftable. The rear was 
commanded by the earl himfelf, lord Da- 
cres, and Sir Edward Stanley. Under thofc 
Ipaders ferved the flower of all the nobility 
and gentry then in England. Other writers 
Aaa2. give 
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.A.D.1513. gi^^ different accounts of the difpofitioii of tfie 
Englifli antiy, but they may be reconciled by 
the different forms into which the battle was 
thrown before it was decided. The lord Hume 
is mentioned as ferving under the earls' of , 
Crawford and Montroft^ and Hepburn earl of 
Bothwel in the rear. 

fatal to the The firft motion of the Engliflbt army was 
by the lord-admiral, who fuddenly wheeled to 
the right, and feized a pafs at Milford, \^l^re 
he planted his artillery fo as to command the 
moft floping jiart of the afcent wherd the Scots 
were drawn up; and it did great execution. 
The Scots had not fbrefeen this manoeuvre j 
and it put them into fuch diforder, that the 
earl of Huntley found it neceffary to attack 
the lord-admiral, which he did with fo much 
fiiry, that he was driven from his poft; and 
the confequence muft have been fatal to the 
Englifh, had not his precipitate retreat been 
covered by fome fquadrons of horfe under the ' 
lord Dacres, which • gave the lord-admiral an 
opportunity . of rallying and new forming his 
men. The earl of Surry now found it necef- 
fary to advance to the front, fo that fehe'Engllfli 
army formed one continued lime, which con- 
tinued to gaiil the Scots with perpetual dif- 
charges of thdr artillery and bows'. The High- 
landers, as ufual, impatient tq com^ to a clofe 
fight^ and to fiiare in the honcJur of the day, 
which they now thought their own, ruflied 

down 



O F S C Q T L A N D. 365 

down the declivity with their broad-fwords, a. 0:1515. 
but without order or difdpline, and before the 
reft of the army, particularly the divifion un* 
der lord Hume, advanced to fuppott them. 
Their impetucfity, however, made a confider- 
able impreffion upon the main battle of the 
Engliih, and the king bringing up the earl of 
BothwePs referve, the battle became general 
and doubtful ; but, by this time, the lord-ad- 
miral, having again formed his men, came to 
the afSftance of his father, and charged the di- 
vifion under the earls of Crawford and Mon- 
trofe, who were marching up to fupport the 
Highlanders, anaong whom the king and his 
attendants were now fighting on foot, while 
Stanley, making a circuit round the hill, at- 
tacked the Highlanders in the rear. Crawford 
and Montrofe, not being feconded, according 
to the' Scotch hiftorians, by the Humes, were 
routed; and thus all that part of the Scotch 
army which was engaged under their king 
were completely furrounded by the divifion of 
the EngUfli under Surry, Stanley, and the lord- 
admiral.- In this terrible fituation, James afted 
with a coolnefs not common to his temper. He 
drew up his men in a circular fofm, and their 
valour more than once opened the ranks of 
the Engliih, or obliged them to ft and aloof, 
and again have recourfe to their bows and ar- » 

tillery. The chief of the Scotch nobility made 
freflx attempts to .prevail with James to make 

his 
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A. a 1513. hi^ efcape while it was pradicable; but he 

obftinately continued the fight, and thereby be« 

came acceflary to his own ruin, and that of hit 

troops, whom the EngUfh would gladly have 

fuffered to retreat. He iaw the earls of Mon* 

iTThS^ trofe, Crawford, Argyle, and Lenox, fall by 

;^^^ his fide, with the braveft of his men lying 

dead on the fpot ; and darknefs now coming 

on, he himfelf was killed by an unknown hand. 

The Englifh were ignorant of the viftory they 

had gained, and had adually retreated from 

the field of battle, in hopes of renewing it next 

morning. 

The relation I have given of this fatal battle 
is drawn from the mpft probable accounts I meet 
with in th? beft authors, every one of whom 
differ among themfelvesi It is plain ,that the 
fatal defeat of the Scots was owing to the 
Idng'S romantic difpofition, which he had alt 
ways too much indulged, and to the want of 
difcipline among his Highlanders, who were 
the flower of his army. Scotch writers have, 
indeed, attributed the defeat of theif country- 
men to the treachery of lord Hume. What 
they call treachery, was poffibly no more than 
a cautious condud, which was incompatible 
with the fury and madnefs of his countrymen ; 
nor can I fee, if he was a traitor, why he did 
not retire when the earl of Angus left the 
army, or openly declare for the Englifli. That 
nobleman was unquefiionably unpopular ; and 

the 
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the TDfiiict of his countrymen went fo far, that a«d.isi3«^ 
it was openly reported the king ffed from the 
battle to the caftle of Hume, where ht was 
murdered, though nothing can be more cer- 
tain, than that his body was found On the field 
pf battle. It appeared that he had been ihot 
through the body with an arrow, and that he 
had received a mortal wound in the head with 
.a bill. Many of James's domeflics who fur- 
vived him, knew and mourned over his corpfe ; 
nor could the earl of Surry, who had often 
feen him, be miftaken as to the identity of his 
perfon. His coat armour was prefented to the 
queen-regent, Catharine of England; and fhe 
wrote the following letter to Henry, who was 
flill on the continent, on the occafion. 
"Sir, 
" My lord Howard fent me a letter open to Letter fnm 
your grace within one of mine, by the which tbarineto 
you fliall fee at length the great vi<3:ory that ^»"'*^* 
our Lord hath fent your fubjefts in your ab- 
fem:e ; and for this caufe, it is no need Herein 
to trouble your grace with long writing; but, 
to my thinking, this battle hath been to your 
grace, and all the realme, the greatefl; honour 
that could be, and more than you Ihall wyn 
all the crown of France; thanked be God 
of it. Aiid I am fure your grace forgetteth 
not to do this, which ihall be caufe to fend 
you 9iany more fuch viftories, as Itruft y« 
ihall do. My hufband, for haflenefs of Rouge - 

Crofs, 
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A»D. 151J. Crofe, I could not fend your grace the piece 
of king of Scots coat; I thought to fend him- 
felf to you, but our Engliihmen would not 
fufier. It fliould have been better for him to 
have been in peace, than to have this reward. 
All that God fendeth is for the beft. My lord, 
of Surry, my Henry, would fain know your 
plcafure in burying of king of Scots body: 
for he hath written to me fo. With your next 
meffenger your grace's pleafure may be known 
herein ; and with this I make an end, praying 
God to fend you home fliortly ; for without 
this, no joy here can be accbmplilhed. And 
for the long I pray, and now go to our lady at 
Walfynghame, that I promifed fo long to fee. 
At Woborne, the fixteenth of September. 

<♦ I fend your grace herein a bill, found in 
a Scotchman's purfe, of fuch things as the 
French king fent to the £iid king of Scots, to 
ihake war againft you, befeeching you to fend 
Mathew hither, aflbon this meffengier cometh^ 
to bring me tidings from your grace. 

" Your humble wife, and true fcrvant, 

1513 Katharina." 

James As James died under a fentence of excom** 

EngUnd? munication, Henry applied to the holy fee 

Rymcr. ^^^ le^yc to bury him. The anfwer of Leo the 

tenth, then pope, was, " That he had been 

credibly informed that king James had given 

fome figns of repentance for the crime that had 

occafioned his being excommunicated in the 

laH 
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lift agony of his death, empowered Richard a. 0.1513. 
biihop of London, or any other, to enquire 
whether i thpfe iigns of repentance were real; 
and if they ,were, to con^ply with the king of 
England's defirc, provided that the king of 
England undertook to perform £bme penance 
in . behalf of the deceafed king of Scotland." 
The body of James was accordingly carried 
irom NewcalUe, ,and royally interred at Shene 
in Surry. If it ihould appear ftrange to the 
reader, that the Scots did not reclaim the body 
(a favour that would have been eafily granted 
them) I can account for it no other way, than 
that the kingdom of Scotland being, as well as 
its king, under an iaterdi<^ the funeral fer* 
vice could not have been riCgniarly performed 
overiiim in that country, Befid€s the report 
of James beipg killed in Hume-caftle, another 
{»%vailed, as if h^ h;zul been carried out of the 
battl? by four ftrange men; and another, that 
he w^nt to Paieftine, where he ended his days 
brfore the holy fepukhre in aAs of devotioit 
and penitence. To mention all (he idle notiolis 
retailed by the vulgar on that head would be 
endlefs. The ftrongeft objeftioh to the body be- 
ing buried at Shene is, that it was not begirt with 
the iron girdle. This, however, we have only 
upon very vulgar authority j and as the chain, 
by the additions it had received, rauft have 
been, at the time of James's death, pretty pon- 
derous, he might have thought proper to lay 
Vol. IV. Bbb it ' 
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A.D. 1513. it aiide for that day ; but I am inclined to think 
he never did wear it but upon certain ftated 
occafions. In a manufcript of the earl of Nithf-* 
dale^ in the Scotch college at Paris, mention is 
made of a chained ikeleton being found in 01i« 
ver CromwelPs time, wrapped up in a bulFs 
hide, buried in Roxburgh-caftle; but chains were 
often a part of ancient armour, and the ftory 
carries with it no fufEcient authority to coun- 
terbalance the evidences I have brought on that 
N head. 

Lo&ofth« The accounts which even contemporary hif- 
^a^i^"^ torians have given us of this battle are fo va- 
rious and contradictory, that we are in the 
dark with regard to the numbers on both 
fides ; and we are under the fame uncertainty 
as to thofe who were killed. I am indined to 
chink, that t](ie number of the Engliih exceeded 
the Scots before the engagement, but that 
neither army confifted of above twenty-five 
thoufand men. The Scotch hiftorians fay, that 
the number of Engliih killed far exceeded that 
of their countrymen ; but Polydore Virgil, who 
lived at the time, mentions the lols of the Eng- 
liih to have been five thoufand, and that of the 
Scots ten thoulknd, men. Though even thofe 
numbers are .probably exaggerated, I. am of 
opinion, from the nature of the engagement, 
as the Englifh were better armed and more 
expert archers tlian their enemies, that the lat- 
ter loft zbore than five thoufand men, which 
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fts the number fixed upon by their own hifto- A- 0:1513. 
risyois; but that the Englifh fuffered feverely^ 
appears from the confeqUences. It is but doing 
juftice to the memory of thofe brave men, who 
fell fo glorioufly with their fovereign, to tranf- 
mit their names from the moft exad accounts 
that have been obtained. 

The archbifliop of St. Andrew's, natural fon Names of 
to James, a youth of twenty years of age^ nobiiity and 
flands at the head of this lift. His charader fher^ 
has been tranfmitted to us at large by the 
inimitable pen of Erafmus, his tutor, whofe 
portraits in general are not very flattering; 
^hd he feems to have exhaufted all his powers 
of writing, in the praifes of this young prelate. 
!n ihort, he renders him one of the greateft 
miracles that ever was- produced by nature and 
education ; nor did tl\e charms of his perfon 
fall fliort of thofe of his mind. He clofes his 
panegyric by the following elegant compliment 
to the father as well as the fon : " In fhort ({ays 
he) no man was ever more worthy to fpring 
from a king, and even fuch a king as his father 
was ■^." Befides this young ecclefiaftic, there 
fell in this battle George Hepburn, biihop of 
the Ifles ; William Bunih, abbot of Kilwining, 
Lawrence OUphant, abbot of Inchefiray, and 
Mn John Grant, had the fame fate. The inoft 
confpicuous of the nobility and gentry were, 

♦ In fununa, aciuo fuit dignior qui fxregt^ & ex illo regc naf- 
ccretur. 

Bbba John 
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A.D.1513. JohnLindfay earl of Crawford, Malcolm SteW^^ 
art earl of ^enox, William Hay earl of Errol; 
John Stewart earl of Athole, John Douglas 
^arl of Morton, Archibald Gatnpbel earl of Ar^ 
gyl€| William Graham earl of Montrofe, David 
Kennedy earl of Caflilit, Patric Hepburn earl 
of Bothwel, William L^fley eart of Rothes^ 
William Sinclair earl of Caithnefs, Cuthbert 
. Cunningham earl of Gkncairn; George lord 
Seton, John lord MaKwel and his three bre- 
thren, William lord Borthwicj Johii lord Sem^* 
pil, Robert lord Erikine, John lord ForbeB^ 
Alexander lord Elphinfton (Elphinftoun) John 
Hay lord Yefter, William Knolls lord of St. 
John's, and high^treafurer of Scotland, An-* 
drew lord Harris, Thomas Stewart lord Inner* 
meath, Henry lord Sinclair, John lord Rofs, 
George Douglas matter of Angus, William 
mafter of Ruthven, Robert Keith mafter of 
Marflial^ Thomas Frafer mafter of Lovat, Colin 
mafter of Oliphant, arid others. Sir Thomas ' 
Maule of Panmure, anceftor to the earl of Pan- 
mure, Sir Robert Liviftgftou of Eafterweems, 
Sir John Haldane of Gleneigles, Sir William 
Maitland of Lithington (Lithingtoun) Sir Wil- 
liam Douglas of Glenbervi6, Sir Alexander 
Seton of Parbroath, Sir Alexander Scotof Haf- 
tenden. Sir Alexander Rainfay of Dalhoufy, 
Sir Patric rfoufton of Hotiftbn, Sit- William 
Douglas, Sir William Sinclair of Roflin, Sir 
John Keith of Ludquhar», Sir John Somervel 
' of 
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of Cambufnfcthan, Sir Adam Hepburn of Craigs, a. a 151 j« 
Sir Johti Douglas, Sir Alexander Lawder, Sir 
John Dunbar of Mochram, Sir Alexander Gu- 
thrie of Guthrie, Kenneth Mackenzie of Kin*^ 
tail, ancefior to the noble earl of Seaforth, John 
Carnegy of Kinnaird, anceftor to the earls of 
SouChe(k and Northefk, David Hume of Wed- 
derburO) James Abercromby of Ley or Birken- 
bog, Thomas Maeklelan of Bomby, Heftor 
Maclean (Macklean) of Dowart, James Haig 
s of Beitnefide, John .Crawford of Ardagh, Ro- 
bert Crawford of Achnames, John Balfour of 
Denmill, Cuthbert Hume of F^ftcaftle, Robert 
Blackader of Blackader, William Fleming of 
Barochen, Andrew Pitcairn of Pitcaim, Archi- 
bald Graham of Garvoc, Alexander Bofwal of 
Balmuto, James Henderfon of Fordil, Alexan- 
der Stewart of Garlics, William Spotfwood of 
Spotfwood, Adam Hall, anceftor to the laird 
of Ftilbar, George 'Graham of Calendar, Ar- 
chibald Naper of Marchifton (Marchiftoun), 
John Cornwal of Bonhard, Thomas Bofwal 
of AuchiAlec, Robert Arnot of Woodmill, and 
others. 

I am inclined to believe, that the remains of 
the Scotch army were faved and brought off 
by the earl of Hume. He certainly was in the 
firft charge that difordered the lord-admiral 
of England's divilion ; and it is extremely pro- 
bable, that if he kept aloof, as authors fay he 
4id^ it was after he faw the day was irre^^ 

' ' trievably 
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^D.1513. trievably loft. In the mornings the Englilh 
again formed their line of battle, but found 
no enemy to encounter, upon the fame fpot. 
Why the lord Hume did not carry off the fine 
train of Scotch artillery is not eafily to be ac- 
counted for, but by fuppoiing, that having 
ihifted his ground in the night-time, his men, 
who were borderers, and confequently addiAed 
to plunder, fell upon the Englifh camp, after 
the foldiers had marched out of their lines to 
renew the battle. Though this was an igno- 
ble motive for lofing the artillery, yet it is 
agreeable to hiftory, and to the charader of 
the people. We are told farther, that when the 
Engliih marched towards Berwic, he cut off 
part of their rear, and harraffed them in their 
retreat ; fo that, whatever the motives of that 
nobleman's conduft might have been, he cer- 
tainly had no correfpondence with the enemies 
of his country ; and the other adions of his 
life are fo far from indicating treachery, that 
he feems to have been a wife patriot, 
cbaradir J^mcs the fourth had undoubtedly great ac- 
Jh^f*"'th complifliments both in mind and body. His 
Latin epiftles are claffical, compared to the 
barbarous ftyle of the foreign princes with whom 
he correfponded. This was owing, in a great 
meafure, to the care of Panter, his fecretary 
of ftate, one of the politeft fcholars in Europe, 
and tutor to his fon, the archbifhop of St. An* 
drew's, before the latter went atroad. The 

many 
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m^iny eulogiums, both in profc and verfe, be- a.d-isi3, 
jUbwed upon him by foreign pens, leave no 
room ta doubt of his generofity to the mufes 
of other countries as well as his own. The 
fplendor of his court, as I have already hinted, 
equalled that of any other in Europe ; and he 
rivalled even his brother-in-law, Henry the 
eighth, the moft fumptuous prince of his time, 
in the magnificence of his jufts and tourna- 
mentSt The attention he paid to the civiliza- 
tion of his peojde, and his diftribution of juf- 
tice, cannot be too much commended ; while 
under him Scotland produced as many learned 
men as any country in Europe could boaft of. 
Like his father, he had a turn towards the fine 
arts, particularly thofe of fculpture ; for there 
is ftill preferved a medallion of his, ftruck at a 
time when I believe England produced no fuch 
coins, and they were very rare in the other parts 
of Europe.- On this piece, which is fabricated 
in a much better tafte than could have been 
expe£ted in that age, the king himfelf is re- 
prefented in profile, with a clofe crown of one 
arch. He has no beard, and his bread is adorn- 
ed with the order of St. Michael, of which he 
was a Ibiight. The infcription is in .Roman 
chara^ers, Jacobus 4 Dei Gratia rex Scotorum. 
On the reverfe is a Doric column in architec- 
tural proportion, (landing upon a rock in the 
middle of the fea, between two promontories, 
and furo^ounted by a laurelled head of Janus; 

the 
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A. 0.1513. the motto, Uirunque ; mcsLningj I fuppo^fe, that 
he was upon his guard againft the French as 
well as the Engliih. I am inclined to think 
with Mr. Evelyn, that this medallion was firuck 
but a little time before th^ battle of FJoddon, 
and that it alludes to the debates in the Scotch 
council between the French and "Englifii {>arties. 
The attention which James paid to comni^rce 
was like wife highly commendable;; and as he 
was the firft, fo he was the only, king of Scot- 
land who raifed a marine that rendered him 
refpedable by £ea, unleis we except thd fleet 
fent by his father, under the earl of Arran^ to 
the king of Denmark's afliftance. 

After all, the virtues of James were more 
ihining than Iblid ; and his chara<^er was that 
of a fine gentleman and a brave knight; rafther 
than a wife king or a great monarch. He 
never got the better of his prepofleffions for 
the French, and his prejckdices againft this Eng- 
liih; and thefe led him, contrary to every dic- 
tate not only of found policy, but c&mmon 
fenfe, and indeed public faith, to his awn and 
his people's deftruftion. He was far from being 
eminent in the conjugal duties; for, befides 
his fatal Engliih miftrefs, he had children by 
feveral Scotch ladies, fomc of them of diftin- 
guiihed quality;' and I am inclined to think 
that his religious pilgrimages were for amorous 
purpofes. Had he outlived the battle of Flod- 
don, the prodigious expences of his court and 

navy 
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i]ftvy/9mft have rendered Jii^^^^ l>m;4:h«a^ A.D.1513. 
ibme to hi$ (ulajefEts. His. pstftiadity^foj? the 
i^ench 1!c00m9 as H« grew up, to .have madq 
Iwn Qi lpve:,with their cooftitution ; for he 
convoked few parliaq^ents after he was of age. 
This might, in part, be Qw:ing. to the great 
encieafe of his peQpIe's commerce, which ens 
abled hip, by his impofts upon trade, to^ 
maintain the fplendor of his court. Though 
^ia condud in this refped relaxed the public . 
virtue of his fubjedis, and undoubtedly gave 
Utnbrage to the wifeft and beft part of his no-, 
bility, yet his deportment and manners wefei 
ip amiable, that no king was ever better be^» 
iDved than .he was; witneCs the ardour with/ 
^Uch he Was ferved in his lafl expedition, 
QQtwithftanding the injutticestnd oblltnacy withi 
y^hich he undertook it. The. accurate Ruddtf) 
man obierves, I heUeve with great truth, thit 
Scotland Aever abounded in go^d and iilver fa 
much a9 it did during this^^ince's reign. : His. 
^ge was forty years, five itiontbs, and twenty-^ 
three days, at the time of his death, i^avingi 
x>eijgtoed twenty-five years and about throe 
xpQnths. Like^ the princes of his fiunily (to. his 
grc^t grandfon, James the fixth) his perfon 
was ha^dfotn^, vigorous, and adive. From their; 
coiQs it does i^ot appear, that either he, or any 
of his predeceflbrs of the Stuart race, wore 
thfur beards, as did all his fucceffprs to the reigti 
of Chi^'les the fecond, Thp\tgh Ju$ diipofition 
•Vol. IV. Ccc was 
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A.D.151S was i&akial^ yet lie had fo xMtkdkriiA z 00m* 
mand of temper, that he n^yei ^as known 
to be in a paflidn^ or. the fetftures of hia 
face, whatever his provocation ifiight be, tk> 
aker. By exercife and tempei^tclHe hd brotf^h^ 
his body to endure incped!ibIe<'fa4%4^Gr; an<i 
he gloried in travelling Wkhd^t attendakti^ 
through the moft barbarous parts of his do**^ 
.mi-nions. " ' f- •- 

flU UTttc He had, by the qu^en his wilfe, f6ur children ;- 
JafAgs, born at^ Holyrood-ho«it£S) tile twenty- 
firft of February 1507', who died thefbiirteenth 
of July 15 10; Arthur, born on th^ twentieth 
of Odlober 150^9, died in his infancy ; James, 
born the fifth of April 15 11, who fticceeded 
him ; Alexander, born on the thirtieth of April 
P5 1 4, after his father's death, dfed the fifteenth 
of January 151^-17.^ His natural ifibe were^ 
Alexander archbHhop of St. AndlrQf^\ by Mary 
Boyd, daughter ta Archibald Boyd of Bon- 
ibam ; Catharine, iis^rried to Jamoi earl of Mor;^ 
toj3,'by the fame lady; Jame^e^rltof Murray, 
. by Jestn Kennedy,^ daughter W> the carj of Caf^- 
fits, James feU in love with ^^his lady white- 
he wa> upon one of his pHgritoages to SU 
Niniatfs; and he had arbitrarily eohfined- the 
fearl of Angus to tke ifle of Awaii for carrying 
her out of Galloway, but. for what purpofe 
Brummond does not fey, Margaret, married 
tb John matter of Htm tley, by Margaret Drum- 
mond, daughter .to John lord '-j^mmond^; 
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^iid Jeati) mait-kd to Makolm lord Fleming, a. d. 1513. 
^reat chamberlain of Sdotlaad, by Ifabel Stew^ 
odit^ daughter to James earl of Buchan. Bc^ 
foie I t2ki leave of this4}riiice, I.mufl: mention 
one circunifiaride. peciitiar io hiinfelf and his ^ 
ifamily^ I me^^hib rgreat' ikillrin furgery: aod 
^harmac)^ qThky Ik> rdbdbcv^in'liis rambles, 
might be 1^1 6dAet%sk:tf> bimi 'He was fo fbnd 
Df the tttkiihl ^xtj^rtha^&afofiziedtheflirgelani 
bf Seodatid' jj^HD aniosrporktion; and igavc them 
feverjtl t>#^dleg^fcu>^fiaiiddi (thb devicei of tht 
itiedaUibilf lia^i!mefa'tioiied,.i]Le .haii sinothen 
that of 1^0 rd^ged raclu iB:^it!be' tandA of a . tam^ 
peftti^m m; iwUh the ixtittto B/r^^a; :.the 
m^atiiAg of t«Mt^ ld0 vDtcIdartjr cois^efatedt: 

. : ; :•: til f ;:./•.;; y '.y - '..'■: .-. . -: -.- • 
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^JA^feS tHE FIFTH, 

THfi prccauHoh laK^H by thd 6ari of Hurn^ state of 
in carrying* of tfie teniairfs fef the Sdo'tcH fhTacc' 
army after the babi^l^^ arid the moderation (y^ {7;;;/ 
Mc^nry, tef minafed the 'ttlifbfiei' of ScotkncI in ^^'^^' 
the fatal field' d( flpddbn. llettitf trdwards thf 
Scofi was hf'trotA farthing zhf palrt of EB6 
Englifh geAetll^s tharaftef ; bnt I am inclihed 
to think that his cbnrtrtAiffiotl did not erfipowet 
him to litvade'l^tratland, and that he did tidt 
* C c c 2 think 
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ArD. 1513. thmk his army Mraa'.firong enough for filch atf 
-attempt. He ip^urhed, however, to Bervic» 
"where he waited for farther orders from Henry, 
who was then befieging Toumay. It is to the 
lidnour of Henry^s memory, that he behaved 
on this occafion with equal! magnanimity and 
affefiion. Overlooking all the provocations 
lie JiadTeceived from James, the earl of Surry 
had orders to difkbifk his armyv Which he di4 ; 
but not without receiving the nobleft rewards 
iiis mailer could beftow, befides creatiDg h^m 
duke of Norfolk. The difmiffion df the Eng-^ 
lilb army wais looked upon by the Scotch na«- 
ti6n, who expeded an invafion attended with 
all die miferies of war, as a providential delir 
verance. Some days being fpent in a&s of 
mourning, in which every family of any con- 
^ ^deration in Scotland ihared, the itates of the 
kingdom afiembled at Stirling, where the eldeft 
ibArOf James the fourth; then no more than 
one year, five months^ and ten days old, was 
crowned, by the title of James the fifth, on the 
twenty-firft of December; but Buchanan iays 
the ceremony was performed on the twenly'^ 
fourth of February following. 

The late king, before he fet out on the cx; 
pedition in which he fell, had made a will, 
appointing, in cafe of his death, his dowagei; 
to be regent of the kingdom, and protestor of 
Ids fon, during his miiiority. Though this. 
appointmcat, which threw the regal power, in 

a man? 
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amanncTy intahcr hfiftds^ W3yj,%.ftQm. feeing a, 0.1^13. 
agreeaUe to the fpirit of the Scotch oonftitti- ' ' 
tion, yet the regard which tjic affcn[ibly had 
for the late king^^ipon whof? jwiU ^^Jone tjbi^ 
queen founded her, daisi^ did, ixq% fojfer JJiCtt^ 
to difpute it;, and fhCpWas' accordjijgljr rgcog^f 
nized^ protefixe^ or regent ofr ^|i9 )(p^gdonj> 
and guardian to her fpv^s ^ lo©j^ (jf p^ (P the wjilj 
expripfflbd it) at (h^ ihould con^Qu^^'^'^ widoyf 
But it is here proper tq ^ve.fpiB)$ aqcbtint o^ 
the^^ajtn^en of Scotland^ and th^sii^ Situations 
and chantdersy -at thi^ important cnfis. 

The jearls of. AjflPj^, apd ,Hume ,wcre then, ch.»ia»f. 
the twp greatieft. ,fu%<Ss.' in. tfie^fQuth 'oi ts'J^' 
^cptWd. '.The former's, memory; hiw fufFered "*•*"" 
for his withdrawing from James at Eloddon- 
fi^ld, , The reafons . He jgave (hot |o mentiph 
the difcontent he lentertained at ^^e lu'ne^^ 
conduA) were his age ^nd infirmrt^^s -' t^ut fonie 
authors fay that he Was not then pafi'his 6xty- 
fecond year. A nfc of perpetual, ad^ and 
fervice.in the ^eldi'as that of tii^'earl was^ 
may be (liiable4 at that age froin the perform-. 
ance of military duties. Whatever, may be In 
this^ it is acknowleidged on all handsy that he 
witjhdrew non^ of, his, men from tjie fitld» and 
that he; left two fons with the ^ing, and both 
were killed, as werV/i(everaf other, noble per* 
fohages of his flmily.^ I am tKei;effore inclined 
to believe that the earFs not beiflg^ prefent in 

the 
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A-DJiiij'. the battle was owing t6 his iirfrmitiBSi'^Wikh 
^fablct! hitn fmm perfoitAiflg' tho^ »^vi-du- 
ties o^ i. geneiral Ih that poA of h6notir to-wfifdi 
he was entitled by his rtnk^uSl ^tion. ' Vpan 
his leaving the camp (iif helSiti leave it" before 
the bittfeyherefired to'attligidtis houfe, wkeW 
he died in tile beginmng bf the-fbllbwirig^yeafi 

1514. iamentirig theymiftries oif hi* ibtihtry. IPfie taH 
bf An^S' waf Ibdceededin fiJ^^ateftateS aifid 
honours by his grandfoh;.Ar^K!8ai<ii(fdtt tb hfftl 
Who waskitferf"!!! FlOddOti-fieid,)' bnfe'bf^ tha 
moil accompiflifed .no\)\ii&ii( 'iA lEuif ope'."' ' Ite 

: ..'..? ippeared at court, with' all %Sfe' adVantateV^Aat 
; ;/ ^n opulent, fortune, a polite ^edUcatioh," ind 1 
moftjgpraceful, vigorous, jp^rfqrt couid glVe hifn i 
fo .that it was no wonder iJ^V^ atti-aclfed the 
attention jor the /^ueen-rcgent, who waS ndt, kt 
this ^ timpi sibpy c twenty-le veji years pf age. 
Ti^e .prl.c^ Hunie had, by hi^ eftate and great 
fdllowina.upqn thebordiers,.p^taih^a power 
that might. have been dang^rjous. to govern- 
ment, if iipprpperly cxcrcTfecIj and tq cer- 
tainly Was of the arifiocratical party, ahdfno 
enemy to the revival of the feudal iiillituUbns* 
He was, at the time I treat of^ warden "of the 
l^otch inarches towards England. Th^e earl of 
Huntley, Huqtley was the moft confiderable noblemaii ' 
in the North, and ferved. the royal family with 
great zeal and fidelity^ He was looked upon 
^s a man of high honour and {Mrinciple. His 

beha- 



OF B C O T L A W D; $tz 

bebaivixmr in the btttfei of vFloddeft, where al^ ^^^ w^^ 
0ioff aH that wkd doiie J^iaft tfcie enctay wai 
owing to his caw»ge>^ though the tottid wa» 
fon^ flgainft his opinion; )iad greattyi rlifed v * • 
his reputation^ He was) oaectf [th4i Tcry f^ * -'" '^ 
great nobiemen who efirap^d hoaoL thai battk ; 
and he is faid to h^vQ withdiawh fr^m the 
field, wiih ibxhe AiendSr after the dnth of the 
king, ^but not witbout: Tcproiac&iiig the eart 
of Hi;ime. for his ida^vity. Vbf was, with the' 
publk qoniettt and appit^lxation^ appointed the 
kingVJieutenant-gbneral in the northern parts* 
The eavl: of Arrad was a nobleniair of high AmA, 
confideration, not onlf as bdii>g next io fUc-^ 
ceffioA to the crown aftek* thd voyil famfly^ ^ut 
in oonfid^ration o# the great offiees' he. had filled; 
and big iktrge eft^e. He had been in hig^ fa*^' 
vour ^ith James, and had a firong party itt 
the kingdom^ whO) dlQ^ng the ^vernnient 
of females^ were ki^Rned to hstv^ giVen him- 
the regency; but being anoblemaA of mode*- 
ration^ be <!on tented hifnftlf with an* appoint- 
ment to-begovernor of the caftle of E^nburgh. 
The eail' of Argykj whafe father had ffllad the Argyi^ 
greatcftofli^es in the ftate, and had faHen with 
his^ royal mafter -in •Ploddon-fidki, had' vaft 
ioflueoce and pefieffionS' kt the weftera parts of' 
Sioottand, where hi* ^ites lay ; and brfng* 
otherwife remarkable for his moderation, can- 
dor,- and integrity ,^ he was univerfaB^ confix 
dered' as 9 perfba very pK>per to be coofolted^ 

in 
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A^'^it's^* in the affairs df goverauciit* Such were the 
heads of .the Stctch nobility at this time : I am 
now to attend thofe of the dergy. 
tfciibiAap . Of them^ Peter^ (he aiidibiihop of GIa%ow» 
«f Gbffow* was the chief; a man of intrigue arid bttfineis,^ 
a complete courtier, but a profligate church*. 
c««ia man. Gawin Douglas, unde to the earl of 
^"^ Angus, was, at this tinje, provofl: of the coUe-^ 
giate church in Edinbut^k' Though he', had 
been defliped by* his family tathe churchy yet^ 
his moralis in his youth had ndt bi^en inreproach* 
able; and he had devoted <h» time fo niudi to 
the mufes, that he was thirty*nine years of 
age. without obtaining any higher plrefennent 
iq his calling than I hav^ jnentionedL Some 
of his original compoiitiond difcover gt'eat de«. 
^ ibriptive' powers; with ai) elegant naturd v^: 

of poetry ; but he h3ji been . abfurdly prai&d 
ffir his tranflation of Virgil, by thofe who think, 
tha^ every thipg muft have merit that has^aa* 
tiquity to rec(Hnmen4 it He was now at a 
time of life when fenrimeDts of s^nbition ai'e 
apt to take place in the min4 ; and he Iboa 
gave proof that he was born to ihin^ in c^er 
province^ befides thjat of poetry, Hepbumt and ^ , 
fSit^ Forfnan (of whom I Iball.hstye pccaflpn to fpeak 
hereafter) were two ojt^ fadious ocdefiafiics^ 
who had a great fway in ^Sairs of the, church; 
but I am now to attend thofe of the fiate. 

The queen-dowager, Jbeing^ Settled in her new 
^ignityi fo\jn4 >t too weighty for her to fup^ 
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|>ort;,hcr oi^^^a; and being big with a pofthu- a.d.i^iv 
mous child, flic accepted of Beaton archbifliop 
of Qla^oWt and chancellor of" Scbtland, with • 
the earls of Huntley, Angus, and Arran, to af- 
fift her in the affairs of government. Soon i 
?Lfter her huiband's death, £he had wrote an 
a&^ng letter to her brother, the king of Eng- 
l^nd, inforniing him of 'her pregnancy, fetting 
forth the deplorable ftate of the kingdom, with 
her own condition, and imploring his friend- 
fliip and proteftion for herfelf and her infant 
fon. This letter feeras never to have been com- 
municated- by Henry to his council ; but he 
generoufly anfwered it, and informed his lifter, 
that if the Scots would have peace, they, fliould 
have peace, and war if they chofeit. " He added 
(according to Drummond) that her hufband 
had fallen by his own indifcreet raflinefs, and 
foolifh kindnefs to France; that he regretted 
his death as his ally, and fhould be willing to. ... 

prohibit all hoftility againft the country o£ 
Scotland during the minority of her fon. Foi' 
a remedy of prefent evils, one year's truce and 
a day longer was yielded unto ; in which time 
he had leifure to profecute his deiigns againft 
France, without fear of being difturbed or di- 
verted by the incurfions and inroads of the . 
Scots upon his borders.'' 

Thus far Drummond: but though Henry ^g^ . 
might genereufly grant this time to his fifter's pviiameat, 
entreaty, yet it certainly did not become a na- 

VoL. IV, D d d tional 
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A. D. 1514. tioual meafure ; for it appear vby; a letter datedl 
wirxlii. ^wo years after, from the/S'cotdi council' tt> 
F- 5«8- the king of Ilrance, publiflied 6y Rymer, thaft 
the Scots never had defired a tnice^ So fat 
from that, the French influehcC;, joined to \ % 
dcfire of revenge, remained fbftrong In the? 
kingdom, that after the meetin'g of the- parlia- 
ment, fome of ita member? were fo mad is to 
propofe a renewal of the war. ^ This motioa 
was, indeed, over-ruled by the more moderate 
part of the affembly, but they could not be 
brought to make any advances towards Henry 
for a peace ; and every day was now big with 
public calamity, which feems to have gathered 
fircngth during the queen's, in-lying. The arch- 
bilhopric of St. Andrew's being vacant, it was 
offered, by univerfal copfcnt, to Elphinfton bi-. 
ihop of Aberdeen ; but being now old and in- 
icdcfitfti^ firm, he declined it. Three competitors for 
that high dignity then .appeared j the firft was 
Gawin Douglas, who was then abbot of Aber* 
brcthwic, to which he was prefented by the* 
queen upon her recovery (having been brought 
to bed of a fon) the very day before her niar- 
riage with his nephew, the earl of Angus; 
and, upon the death of biftiop Elphinfton m 
November following, fhc prefented him like- 
wife to the archbifliopric of St. Andrew'^. The 
fecond competitor was John Hepburn, prior 
of St. Andrew's, a bold, avaricious, reftlefs, but 
ihrewd and fenfible, prieft, By his office I;c 
'' had 
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liadwCeccived tHf reats of th^ fee during ifs A-.^-'i'^ 
vacancy ; and having prevailed wit^i the canons^ 
Gfp t)i-ctence of. ancient privilege^j : tp ekcl hin^ 
archbifiiopj- /liriChoot regard . W th^nonjinatio^ 
either of thaqiicca'ior.the po|>fe, he drove Dou- 
glafs's fervantis^om the caftlc of St. Andrew's, 
of w^hich they? had takfcn poflfeffion. The thir4 
fdid.mofi powerful coni^petitoi^ wa^ Format 
bifhbp of ' Murray ia Scotland^ and archbiihop 
a£lBourgcs;m Krance, n dignity to which h? 
hkd,:been' raifiHl;:£pr. his public fervices. He 
todc in his intefreft: xml only the duke of Albany 
(£ciA to th© ttayljof dskejiif ft prince of the bloody, 
but jthc:COuft olRomf itfelf J and having re- 
ceived the pope's bull and nomination to the 
dignity,' he W2B ^onfidcrcd by the Scotch clergy 
in general, and by the principal tenants, an4 
4cpeadaBts jiipon: !tbe fee, a.S/ther legal arch- 
-faiihdp. * 

-L>The pneforefcce given to Forman difcouraged Great power 
3pnS^s 'fr6m purfuing his prctepfionsi but ofHumc!^ 
liepbum^ being fupportcd by the clan of hi^ 
'€[wn'ndme^ Ind the Uumes^ made fo forniida^ 
ble ^ head againft his rivals^ that none could be 
fotihd dairing enough to piifaliih the: papal bull 
•i^'&V0ur of Forman. The latter, thaDUgh he 
1& fsfctd to have defpifed money^ was too gOod a 
Tp6liticiaii to be infeiifibk of iis influence. .His 
friends intimated to th« earl of HuBiej that his 
credit at the court of Rome tould eafilypro- 
cttre the rich -abbey of Goldinglhito - for^ bis 
D d d 2 younger 
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A.D*i5i4« younger brother; upon thiiJ, tlie earl^put hlnv* 
feif at the head of his followers, and» notwith« 
fianding all the oppofition given by the Hep*» 
burns, he proclaimed the pope's bull over the 
crofs of Edinburgh. ' Hiis daring aftion plainly 
proved that the earl of Hume had more power 
than the queen-regent hcrfelf; but Hepburn's 
refolution, and the greatnefi of his friends, ob^ 
liged J^orman to agree to a cotnpromife. Hept 
bum was advanced to the fee of Mun:ay, vridi* 
but accounting for the revenues of the 'arch* 
biihopric, whith ^e had received during its'va^ 
cancy j and he gave Formain a prefent of three 
thoufand crowns, to be divided among his 
friebds and followers. : 
The^neen In April tMs y6ar, the pofthumou$ fon^ of 
^p'Sibti whom the queen had been delivered within 
' ^•"* Stirlingrcaftle, Was, by the bifliop of Caithnefe, 
baptized Alexander. Having recovered her 
ftrength, dd liiidOubtedly found heifelf farad- 
Vanced in her paffion for the earl of Angus, 
who feems to have been equally in love witk 
her. This is the only apology that can be made 
for her marriage with the carl, which wisis <** 
lebrated on the iiktfa of Auguft this year, than 
which, nothing could furely be more impolitjc. 
6he had neither confulted her brother nor the 
ifiales of Scotland M the match; and by her havr 
dng accepted of a. huibaod, Ihe^ in fad, refigned 
4iH' claim to tlie regency under her hufbiand's 
>wlh The .DflUglj^es did apt dilute her hav- 
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ing t<fiyiefted herfelf of the regency^ hut they A.D.iiX4. 
affirmed that the fbites might lawfully reinftate 
her in it^ and that the peace of the kingdom 
required it^ as it was the only meafure that 
could preferve the happy tranquillity which 
then fubfifted between Scotland and England 
The ^arl of Hume put .himfelf at the head of 
the oppofition to this propofal. He knew he 
had enemies^ and he dreaded that the farther 
aggrandizement of Angus muft weaken his in- ' 
tereft on the borders. He was joined by a 
number of the young nobility, who, though 
otherwife divided, united againft Angus* la 
ihpit, the general opinion was, that the Dou- 
glafles were already too great ; and that ihould 
the queen be reinflated in the regency, they 
miiA be abfolute within the; kingdom, and ea- 
grofs all places of power and profit, U was 
added by the carl of Hume, that he had, out 
of refped to the late king's memc^, fubmitted 
to the queen's goyemni(B|nt; and that now (he 
had made a voluntary abdication of it by her 
Carriage, it ought not to be renewed . 

An aflembly of t|ie nobility being h^ld upon Tke Aike 
the occafion, thi^ir, deliberations turned upon lUc^^ 
this peifon moft proper to be fqbftituted for re- ^^ 
.gent; and the meeting was divided between 
the duke of Albany and the earl of Arran, who 
Vere both in .the;faQie relation to the crowo, 
/the former by the male^ and the latter by the 
'ftnalei iide ; nor do I find any other competi- 

^ " " - toy 
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A. £1.75x4.' tof mentioned. The preference, in right of 
blood, undoubtedly lay for the duke of Al- 
bany ; but he was exceptionable to many of the 
affembly, not only on account of his father^s 
treafons, but becaufc he was himfelf a French- 
man bom, devoted to that crown, ^nd entirely 
ignorant of the laws, conftitutions, and man* 
ners of the Scots. The earl of Arran, 00 the 
other hand, was liable to many of the objec- 
tions which had operated againft the earl of 
Angus. He was already very powerful by 
his eftate, family, and following ; and it was 
Vifible, from the beginning of the debate, 
that the earl of Hume was refolvcd that lio 
fubjeft of Scotland fhould be preferred to the re-* 
gency. The vciiirable El^hinftcm, -bifhop of 
Aberdeen, wak ftilF alive, arid aflifted at the 
tticetixig. Though he was *then eighty-three 
years of age; his^ intelfe^fe Were as fcong 'as 
tiw; and the growing calamities of hi^ coum 
try had cndearfcd it the more, ta his affdftions. 
He harangued the aflemWy in'a mteft pathetic 
fpeech; he-bti'rftintb tears w&en he mentioned 
the larmentaftle ' lofs which - Seotiand ha4 /fuf- 
tained in her heroes and {iat#ie«9 on the field of 
Pbddon ; and di-ew aJ Ih^.dfi co^pttwfiJn ^bcu 
twecn them and the tujxmltuotail^ diffip^ttk!, i6r 
Experienced,- affemWy^ in wt^h'Ke wai (Jpeafc- 
ing. As no Scotchman was f^ Wdtt acquainted 
with the ftate of thepuWic-inanceS, h« tbeh 
tntcred upon that fubjefej^'aiid fhewed 'isridor 
^ , what 



what 'ffifficultks the kingdom laboured, with A.^.*5f4. 
regard to moiiey^ at the late . king's death*; 
and that after the public debts ani the educav 
ti<m of the king ^ere provided for, very Uttlte 
would be left for fopporting the dignity of g<>- 
vernment. He therefore recommended peact 
aind-uhanimity in the riioft moving'terms j but?^ 
after ttiaking great encomiums \ipon the queen; 
and' her fitnefs for the regency, xhe concluded^ 
that* if the public ' tranquillity could not be 
otherwife preserved, it ought to be given- 1^^ 
the dtike of Albany. So great, an authority 
could hot fail of being entirely agreeable td 
the eatl of Hume, who, being lord high cham* 
berlain, feems to have afted as msirftial of th« 
affembly. The earl bf Arran continued ftill 
to have many voices, but being a nobleman 
of great moderation, he made very little intc* 
reft; and the earl of Hume, at laft, openly pro* 
pofed the duke of Albany, but with an air 
that fliewed he was determined to carry hi^ 
point Being alked whether he would be the 
firft to fign Albany's elefUon, he not only 
readily confented, but declared that, fliould 
he be oppofed by a majority, he would go oveif 
in perfon to France, inveft that duke with the 
regency, and bring him to Scotland. The 
queftion being thus determined in favour of 
the duke, Lyon king at arms was difpatched 
to France, to notify to him his elcftion. But 
here the affairs of Scotland fall in with thofo 
of England and France, 
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.A*i>. j(5i4. After a very indccifive wfa: being carried (m 
between Henry and Lewis tijie twelft}i» king of 
Trance, both parties agreed firft to a ceflatioa 
<>f arms, and then to a peace, which pope Leo 
the tenth, underhand, oppc^ed, until he could 
inake fure of the Swifs, on whom the kings of 
JFrance generally depended for the profecution 
of their wars in Italy. One of the term^ of 
thi^ peace, w^s a marring? between Lewis, who 
w^sfar advanced in years, and Mary,, th^ beau* 
tiful young fifter of Henry and the queen of 
Scotland. By the treaty, which has been pubr 
Ijibed by Mr* Rymer, and, was concluded on 
the fifteenth of September, the Scots were com- 
prehended in it, only upon conditioni that, 
after September the fifteenth, they ihould mak« 
no incurfion on the EngliCh by public autho- 
rity; and if any were otherwise made, that;' 
fatisfa^on fhould be fpeedily given : but thi$ 
artide was reciprocal on the part of England. 
Lefley, the Scotch hiftorian, has taxed Lewi^ 
with ingratitude for not comprehencSiig the 
Scots in this treaty ; but though that was far 
from being the cafe, I cannot help tHinking 
that the fcanty comprehenfion here mentione4 
was but a pitiful retribution for the fufferings 
of Scotland' in the caufe of France. \ 
Henry, being apprifed of the duke of Al- 
Albany op- bany's eleftion (which paffed only in an aflem- 
king of * bly of the nobility) did all he could to traverfc 
it before it Ihould be confirmed by parliament, 
. ' He 
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He efen required of his new ally^ Lewis, to ii.p.i5t4« 
find fome pretext for delaying the duke's de* 
parture ; fo thut that prince gave Lyon king 
at arms. Sir Andrew Wood (the admiral who 
was to have brought him over) Sir Patric Ha- 
nliilton, the aUiot of Dryburg, and other gen- 
tlonen who had been fent to him and the 
Frrach Idng^ a cold reception* Lewis pre- 
tended, that the ftate of his kingdom could not 
immediately difpenfe with the abfence of fo 
^ great an ofBcer, both civil .and military, a$ the 
duke of Albany was ; and the dakc himfelf in- 
timated, that before he entered upon the exer- 
cife of the regency, he luid fome preliminaries 
to fettle with the paiihunent of iScotland^ par* 
ticularly with regard to himfelf being reftored 
to his eftate and honours* He, however, widi- 
out any hefitation, accepted of the nomination/ 
. Henry made uie of this delay in addrefling a' 
letter to the lords of Scotland, in which he did 
not fail to recount the dangers and incon- 
veniendes that muft arife from their perfifting 
in the eledion of the duke of Albany; but, in 
the mean time, Lewis the twelfth died, and 
it^as fucceeded by the earl of Angoulefine, af- 
terwards Francis the £rft^ who took foOsBon 
of that throne, even before it was known whe- 
ther the queen^dowager was w^th child* 

The duke of Albany, thourh a Frenchman chanaerof 
by birthy was a man q£ addrefs and penetra^ Aibaa^. 

Vol* IV* E e c tion. 
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A.D.15T4. ticm, and had therefore been at great pains to 
learn the true ftate of Scotland, th^ grounds 
of the divifions among its nobiKtyyand all 
other mattdrs that could enable him to acquit 
bimfelf with credit in his. arduous poft He 
was fecretly diflatisfied at the delay that had 
been thrown in his way by the ;late king; and 
he had, f6r fome time before his ^le£tion9 ^i^*- 
tered into a correfpondence with Hume, and 
the other heads of that party. The.poUtics of 
Francis the firft, with regard to England and 
Scotland, were very diflPerent from thbfe of his 
predeceflbr; nor had he the fame con;ie&ions 
with Henry. He therefore cpnfidered £he elec- ' 
tion of the duke of Albany into the regency as ♦ 
a fortunate event for France; and as it had* 
beeil confirmed in a parliament which had met 
on the thirtieth'of March (according to Lefley) 
1515, he refolved that the duke Ihould. lofc 
no time in taking pofleffion of his new dignity. . 
He fettles .The preliminaries which the duke had in- 
pV^i^ fifted upon, with regard to repofleiling his 
owij patrimony, wore now to be fettled, toge- 
ther witii the form of government, his guards, 
and attendants, and various other matters, all' 
which being agreed upon, de la Beaute (the 
fame who I believe appeared in Scotland at the 
late kind's marriage) was difpatched to take 
pofieflion of thd caftle of Dunbar, which was to 
be garrifoned by thp French till the duke's ar^' 
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rival in Scotland. Henry, at that time, had a a.d.isis» 
fpY at the French court, one Croflene, who had 
cultivated an acquaintance with Cockburn, who 
either was, or pretended to be, bifliop of Rofs ; 
and being difgufted with the French, offered 
to diilcover a confpiracy entered into againft 
Henry, by which the city of Tournay was to 
be furprifed, and, at the fame time, the duke 
of Albany, after landing in Scotland, was to 
invade England. I find one Cockburn men« 
tioned at this time, as being bifliop of Rofs; 
and it is certain that CrofleUe did communicate 
the information I have mentioned to Jerneghan, 
deputy-governor of Tournay for Henry ; but 
poffibly :the whole might have been a fiction 
of Wolfey, to exafperatc Henry againft Francis, 
who wanted to deprive hini of the rich^jiflxopric 
of Tournay. There can, however, be no doubt 
that Henry was perfuaded of the truth of this 
confpiracy, bpcaufe his own letters are yet ex^ 
tant, in the prefident I^moignan's library^ 
flatly accufing Francis with having entered into 
fuch engagements with the duke of Albany. 

As Henry, at this time, was entirely under a mrpS- 
the influence of Wolfey, that infolent favourite "''• 
may be fatd to have held in his hands the ba« 
lance of £utope.« De la Pole, who was h^ad 
of the Suffolk family, and next heir to the 
crown of £nglan4» after the Tudor race, was 
^he^'in Denmark; and Wolfey eitlier received, 

£ e e 2 or 
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4*D.ts>s* or pretended to receiTe, intelligeiice that be 
was to invade England^ in conjundion with 
the duke of Albany, if Henrf Ihould attack 
France during the expedition which Francis 
had undertaken to Italy. Francis had no iii* 
tention to employ de la Pole, and far lefs to 
break with Wolfey, whofe power over his 
mafter was of fo great confequ^ce to his af^ 
fairs during his abfence. He was in hopes of 
recovering Toumay by his means ; and enter* 
ing into a firid correfpoadenee vnih him, 
aAually procured him a cardinal's hat This 
Is the true reafon why Hrairy did not infill 
upon the duke of Albany's being detained 
in France. As he faw nothing but through 
Wolfey, the latter gratified Francis, ii^ not 
infixing upon that point The abfence of the 
tcfgcnt was produdive of the greateft miferies 
among die Scots. They knew no principle .of 
government; family animofities were revived, 
and the whole kingdom became a feene of ra* 
pine and bloodshed. The general bent of the 
nation^ however, lay^ againft the DougUfies and 
the Englifh intereft. 
GcMMfity As to Henry, bdng a generom and a kind 
Hc!^ brother, he did not refent either the marriage 
of his ddeft filler with the earl of Angus, ot 
of hie youngeft filler with the duke of Sul^lk, 
both of them noblemen of fimilar accoittpHft^ 
snents; but he certainly did iwt, at this tiit>e^ 

exert 
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exert Idmielf fiiffidentiy for the queen of Scot- A.0. is<s^ 
Uod ai^d her huiband. They apprehended, 
that they muft at laft give way to the popular 
ftorm raUed againft them ; for early this year, 
they provided fcMr them&lves and their friends 
an afylum in England, by obtaining &fe-con- 
dafts for that kiBgdom ; that of the earl waft 
for himfelf and three hundred attendants ; that 
of his unde» the abbot, was for himfelf and 
tharty ;> and one was iffued for the lord Max- 
wel, with the like number* The queen con- 
tinued to ixerctfe fome powers of regency till 
the arrival of the duke of Albany ; for on thd 
fifteenth of January this year^ ihe 2q>pointed 
the al)bot of Aberbrotfawic td the vacant bi- 
ihopric dF Dnnkdid; and, by her brother*)} af- ' 
finance, it was confinned to him by the pope. 
The enemies of theeari of Angus (r think very 
properly) complained of the abbot having vio- 
lated the laws of his country, by accepting of 
S buU fr^mRMse; and Andrew Stuart, who 
was prebendary <tf Oraig, zAd brother to the 
earl of Atholy n<iarly related to the royal fz- 
mily, was chofen, or, as the Scotch canonifts 
term it, poftnlatiedt b^op by the diapter. 
This oppofition coll the abbot dear; for he was 
afonrwards acoifed of reeeiving the buHs; and, 
being fsuad guihy, he was carried from prifon 
to {Ktiibn, and lay for a year confined in the 
cafik ofEdinburghr 

The 
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M. D. tjpp The feeming good undeiftandiiignow reftored 
«Mti»dcd» between Francis the firft and Wolfey (for the 
STscoct latter ftill harboured revenge in his heart) pro« 
doced a renewal of the treaty that had been 
concluded in the reign of Lewis the twelfth 
between France and England; and the Scots 
were admitted to be parties pn the fame terms 
as before. On the third of May (the treaty 
being finifhed on the fifth of. April) an ejooibaf- 
iador arrived in Scotland from France^ to.der 
mand the refolution of the ftates as. to. the 
comprehenfion* Their anfwer accepted of the 
comprehenfion^ and was figned by che archbi* 
Ihop of Glafgowy again chancellor^ the bifhop 
' of Liimore (or of the ifles) the earls of Aqgus^ 
Argyle, Arran, Errol^ Morton^ Eglintotiy the 
lords Hume, Semple, Rofs^ Erikine, and Lefter^ 
the prior pf St. Andrew^ the abbots of IJoly- 
rood-houfe^ Pally, Cambuikenneth, the poftu* 
late of Dumfermling, Gavin archdeacon of St. 
Andrew's, derk of the couacil and regifter. 
Sir Patric of Cranfion, Sir Andrew of Ge&ford, 
Sir Andrew of Famihurft, and others. Whe- 
ther this meeting of the ftates was called by the 
queen or the duke of Alb^y does not, appear, 
but I am inclined to think by the former. This 
acceflion of the Scots to the treaty, between 
France and England, put an end to all the dif* 
ficulties of Fraficis with regard to the duke of 
Albany's voyage to Scotland; and that he 

might 
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might enter upon his regency with the greater a« 0.15x5. 
luftre, he affigned eight ihips of war, nobly 
manned and fitted out» for his paflage, and five 
hundred men for his guards and attendants, 
with whom he landed at Dumbarton on the 
eighteenth of May. 
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